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PREFACE. 


■■M»t9i 


The  warrior  whose  achievemeiits 
fonn  the  subject  of  the  succeeding 
pages  »  no  febkd  kero  of  Grecw. 
mythology  DOT  feiry  knight  of  Ori*- 
eotal  romanee.  The  reader  of  Tiw- 
kirti  history  wUl  leadily  recogmm^ 
under  the  nameB.  of  Idsanderbcg^  and 
Castridt,  the  chieA^n  tbms  described 
by  a.  masterly  pen  :— 

^^  WithuneqjiUal  arms  Scanderb^ 
JMsistedLtwcnty^thcee  yttivs  <^pQw«r 

iHOL.  I.  B  of 
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of  the  Ottoman  empire;  and  two 
conquerors,  Amurath  the  Second, 
and  his  greater  son,  were  repeatedly 
baffled  by  a  rebel,  whom  they  pur- 
sued with  seeming  contempt  and  im- 
placable resentment.  At  the  head 
of  sixty  thousand  horse  and  forty 
thousand  janizaries,  Amurath  entered 
Albania ;  but  the  conquests  of  the 
sultan  were  confined  to  Sfetigrade, 
and  the  garrison,  invincible  to  his 
arms,  was  oppressed  by  a  paltry  ar- 
tifice alid  a  superstitious  scruple, 
Amurath  retired  with  shame  and 
loss  from  the  walls  of  Croia,  the 
castle  and  residence  of  the  Castriot?  5 
the  march,  the  siege,  the  retrieat, 
were  harassed  by  a  ves:atious  and  al* 

most 
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most  invisible  adversary.  In  the  ful- 
ness of  conquest,  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond still  felt  at  his  bosom  this  do* 
mestic- thorn;  his  lieutenants  were 
permitted  to  negotiate  a  truce  ;  and 
the  Albanian  prince  itaay  justly  be 
praised  as  a  firm  and  able  champion 
of  his  national  independence.  The 
enthusiasm  of  chivalry  and  religion 
has  ranked  him  with  the  names  of 
Alexander  and  Pyrrhus ;  nor  would 
they  blush  to  acknowledge  their  in- 
trepid countryman/' 

Such  is  the  animated  but  authen- 
tic outline  supplied  by  the  j)encil  of 
historic  truth.  With  an  unpractised 
hand,  the  author  has  attempted  to 
complete,  with  the  colours  of  the 
B  2         imagination, 
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imagination,  the  featares  of  the  grand 
portrait  history  has  sketched.  Whe* 
ther  he  has  succeeded  in  that  at«» 
tempt  remains  a  point  at  issue  be« 
tween  him  and  that  great  tribunal 
whose  bar  is  the  left  of  merit — the 
public. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

^  tte.  dotk  besditfe  the  niiiow  world 
like  a  Colessiw.'' 

JL  HK  Ottoman  Turks^  from  a  small 
territory  in  Asia  Minor^  had  extended 
their  dominions  over  the  greatest  part  of 
t^  Asiatic  ppovkices  of  the  Greek  em- 
pire; and  under  the  suGce36ive  reigns  of 
Amurath  th^  First,  Bqazet  the  First, 
and  Mahoimet  the  First,  mfide  many 
su]cee$sfi||l  inroads  into  il^urope;  and  the 
latter  aovereign  having  finally  fixed  his 
vnperial  seat  at  Adriwopk^  by  pushing 
B  S  his 
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his  conquests  in  Romania,  the  power  of 
the  empeiors  who  sat  on  the  throne  of 
Constantine^  in  the  city  which  he  had 
built  to  be  the  mistress  of  the  world,  was  , 
soon  circumsdribed  to  the  extent  of  her 
suburbs, 

Amurath  the  Second,  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor, prosecuted  the  designs  of  his  fa- 
ther with  vigour,^  and  with  the  greater 
celerity  subjugated  the  whole  of  Mace- 
donia and  the  northern  countries  of 
Greece,  and  piassing  Mount  Hasmus, 
planted  the  victorious  standard  of  the 
race  of  Qthman  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Danube. 

Flushed  with  his  successes  over  the 
degenerate  descendants  of  the  heroes 
who  fought  at  Thermopyte  and  Mara- 
thon, at  Leuctra  and  Salamis,  Amurath 
returned  tp^Adiianople,  leaving  the  ba- 
shaws  Mezitis  and  Isah  to  command  the 
forces  against  Hungary.      Already^  in 

imagination. 
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imagination,  he  saw  Vladidaus^  at  his 
feet,  and  the  diadems .  of  Hungary  and 
Poland  within  his  gmsp— already  saw 
the  princes  of  Christendom  courting  his 
alliance,  when  he  was  roused  from  his 
&llacioUs  dream  of  ambition,  by  the  in- 
telligence that  his  generals  wa'e  defeated 
in  several  successive  battles  by  the  Hun- 
garimis,  under  the  command  of  Huni* 
ades. 

This  information  wad  followed  by  ac- 
counts from  Anatolia,  which  stated  that 
an  insurrection  had  been  fomented  by 
the  king  of  Caramania,  and  that,  in  con^ 
junction  with  Zunites,  the  prince  of 
Smyrna,  he  assisted  the  insurgents  with 
troops  and  money. 

» 

Transported  with  rage  at  this  defec- 
tion in  a  quarter  where  he  thought  all 
secure,  he ,  dispatched  laxis  to  thc;  suc- 
cour of  Hamanzah,  the  viceroy  of  Anar 
tolia,  whom  Muhameth,  the  Caramanian 
B  4  king. 
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Ung^  had  berieged  n  AttatiiK  be  neit 
oiwsedft  krge  levy  to  be  made^  to  n- 
pmhe  tte'  imwe  fi^rmidaUe  invarion-  of 
the  pfiiKie  of  Smyrna 

To  meet  tbie  em^pgeiMy  of  iiie  mo* 
nient^  h^ifenneda^w  troopof  jaokai- 
fkB)  tbe  eommatid  of  wbkh  mM  en^ 
tifi^ted  to  Oeorg^)  CdsCriot^  di<,  Mhek 
ealled,  by  the  Turks^  Iskai^erbeg,  of 
ivhose  perscmal  courage  and  mental  abi- 
ISttYf  far  exoeedhig  the  promise  erf*  his 
jFrars,  the  mlton  had  reeeived  the  most 
IbvonfaUe  aeooonts  from  the  preoeptor 
1f^  trfaose  eare  his  edneatloii  was  eonfided. 

Wbeiy  Amnrath,  hf  tread^ry.  at 
force^  had*  sutgugated  the  whole  of 
Greece/  Hirace,  and  Macedonia,  the 
smdil  kRigdom  of  I^pirus  was  goirenied 
by  Joto  Castriot,  who,  seeing  the  &te 
of  the  prifioieG^  hi»  neighbours,  in  otitr 
to  avert  the  storm  frcvn  himself,  which 
he  could  not  oppose,  became  tributary 

to. 
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to  Ae  fuHaii^  and  delivered  his  four  mas 
M-hoskagn,  whom  Amurotfa  oogaged  to 
educate  in  \m  seraglio,  with  the  care  and 
attention  due  to  their  rank. 

8faor%  after  this  txeatji  the  prince  of 
fipirus  paid  the  debt  of  nature;  andim- 
mediately  on  his  demise,  Amurath,  re- 
gaordless  of  his  engagements,  occupied 
the  dominions  of  Epirus  and  Albania, 
and  garrisoned  the  fortresses  with  Turk- 
ish tioops. 

When  the  news  c£  iheae  occurrences 
imdied  the  yoi^ng  princes,  the  three 
ddest,  who  were  ftat  ^preaching  to  ma- 
turity, boldly  taxed  Amurath  with  his 
l^rfidy,  and  demanded  their  patrimcmy. 

Dissembling  his  rage,  the  wary  tyrant 
informed  them,  that  what  he  had  done 
was  scdely  witE  a  view  to  tfieir  advan- 
tage, and  that  he  was  supplymg  the 
place  of  tiieir  lamented  fkther,  in^  pro- 
B  5  ,  tecting 
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tecting  their  birthright  irom  the  rapa- 
cious Venetians,  their  neighbours^  who 
were  only  wmting.  for  an  occasion  to  add 
Epirus  to  their  seigniory..   » 

He  dismissed  them  b)^' saying  that 
he  would  make  immediate  preparations 
for  their  departure  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  their  princely  rank^  and.  their  alliance 
with  the  sovereign  of  the  Turks.        ) 

Deceived  by  these  assurances^  the  un- 
suspecting youths  returned  to  their 
apartments,  from  which  they  were  'des- 
tined never  more  to  depart ;  for  their  at^ 
tendant,  by  the  command  of  the  sultan^ 
infused  a  deadly  poiscm  into  yiandis 
which  they  all  partook  of,  and,  retiring 
to  their  respective  couches,  they  slept  to 
wake  no  more. 

Thus  fell  the  hope  of  the  patriots  of 
Epirus  and  Albania,  as  the  only  surviv- 
ing Iwanch  of  the  royal'house  vi^as  yet'  a 
*    .  child; 
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child;  and  being  educated  by  Amurath 
in  aU  the  minutias  of  the  Mahometan 
creed,  they  had  little  prospect  that  he 
would  ever  emandpate  himself  from  the 
chains  of  fanaticism  and  the  fascinations 
of  the  Turkish  court,  At  this  time  he 
was  quite  unconscious  of  the  loss  of  his 
father  and  brothers;  and,  the  policy  of 
Amurath  fortede  the.  least  mention  of 
tiiese  relatives^  in  his  hearing. 

Struck  with  the  symmetry  and  beauty 
of  his  person,  Amurath  gave  a  strict 
charge  to  the  iman  to  whom  his  educa- 
tion was  entrusted,  to  provide  him  pro- 
per masteji^s,  as  his  years  increased,  in 
the  various  manly  exercises,  while  his 
own  attention  was  to  be  directed  to  the 
storing  his  mind  with  the  learning  of 
ancient  and  modern  sages,  and  the  strict 
principles  which  Mahomet  had  enjoined 
his  followers  to  practise  and  promulgate. 

Alhammah  received' his:  ^upil  with 
B  6  pleasure; 
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laws  of  nature ;  how  the  high-towering 
mountains  poured  forth  their  thousand 
isprings^  to  fertilize  the  valleys  at  their 
•base -^  how  those  springs,  becoming 
riven^'  hasten  to  pay  tiieir  tribute  to  the 
ocean,  which  returns  its  waters  to  the 
land  by  ^halations  and  secret  channels. 

At  another  time,  the  azure  fields  of 
heavel),i  sparkling  with  unnumbered 
gems  of ;  li^t,  would  furnish  him  with 
all;  ample  theme  ^  for  instruction ;  con* 
itemplating  the  firmament^  his  soul  would  . 
ri^e  from  the  ^artii,  and  mix  iwith  the 
.edestial  object&he  described.-^^^  Behold," 
^d  hei  f>myiaon,  how  the  glorious  Hes^ 
per  outshines'  his  companions  in  splen- 
Jour^^how  he  seems  enthroned  among 
ten  thoAsaandbther  luminaries!  But  even 
his  splendour,  ipust  bow  he&xe  the  beams 
.of  Diana^.whofSie  orb,  rising  over  the 
.sombre  tops  of  yon  mountain,  moves  a 
queen,  anayed  in  the  panoply  .of  starry 
glory;'  .     : 

By 
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By  such  discourses,  to  which  Iskander 
would  listen  with  mute  attention,  would 
he  endeavour  to  enrich  the  mind  of  his 
pupil;  and  having  conducted  him  through 
the  ample  volume  of  nature,  as  he  ap- 
proached to  manhood  he  directed  his 
studies  more  particularly  to  his  own  spe> 
cies,  and  laid  before  him  the  history  of 
nations,  from  remote  antiquity  to  the 
r^gn  of  Amurath  the  Fortunate. 

Iskander  traced  with  delight  the  pro- 
gress  of  conquerors,  and  rise  and  fell  of 
empires*-*.the  fime  of  Cynis,  of  Alexan- 
der, of  Hanhibal;  jof  Caeter,  and  of  Char- 
lemagne, filled  hhn  with  emuktion;  l)ut 
tiie  achievements  .of:  Lepnidas,  of  Mil- 
tiades,  of  Epaminondas^  and  of  Fhocion, 
of  Scipio,  of  jCamUlus^  and  of  Cato,  e^- 
cited  rtbe  warmest  enthusiaam^  In  his 
breast.       '       ':;«,..•     •..     '.(,.«       • 


CHAP 
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'<  t  do  fijH  tkit^  » jbnMfit?  gfoUeiMp^ 
Mor^  ^^  ^«4f9Ut»  or  mote  vftUant  /ou^g. 
More  daring,  er  more  bold,  is  now  alite, 
'  To  jffiG^  lta»  la^r  Age  with  noble  d(9«d|i/' 

Whilx  he  tb«  ]!>tiV8i»dittf  studks  oik 
der  tfia  vewwabte  AHwrnnwiij  oaBiiiy  at^ 
emsBB  wme  aot  inrgcAten.  The  we  of 
the  haw,  4iie  javelin,  md  Ae  dmeter, 
wene  mxcmAvdy  tmtroi  «poti,  and  sue- 
oessJUtydoqttired.  in  equestnm  ttttv 
dtes  Wsfliiffi  and  eoungeorered&e  con- 
spicuous, and  he  emulated  the  rider  of 
Bucephalus  in  breaking  the  most  restive 
and  spirited  horses.  Sometimes,  with  a 
troop  of  young  assodates,  he  would  chase 

the 
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IjUjltl^  llBB  VauBtt  FCOBI|B66y  flUu  rtffPI  tat 

cnsi  xapid  cattntii  iki  pumnit  of  the 

When  eighteen  summers  had  bumiA* 
ed  his  dheek  nitill  the  glow  of  manhdodt 
lie  was  cafied  fhMi  the  excrases  and  sttt^ 
dies  of  fMLth  to  the  wtb^e  dotiet  of  a 
laiiitacyliftv  ftr  wUtth  hte  ardant  sphrit 
had  loii^  si|rbed.  "ffhe  Tkarkkti  king^ 
dom^  whidi  fyf  a  tsw  yesMhad  MJoy«d 
eompBMtisfe  pfs^aca  (efteqit  wbm  dlii> 
tcttbed  by  itiiroadb' ftcMXi*  some  o^ 
hours,  or  when  the  sultan  detadied  small 
ftraging  paitias  wto  their  tonitoiies), 
was  now  ahumted  in  Asia  1^  Ihe  ian^ 
mm  of  MuhaiQetb^  tba  h»^  af  Cam- 
nania,  on  pn^  ^de^  and  the  hostilKtsts 
of  tte  pnsioe'  of  Skn^nma,  Jfaidles»  on 
anotfaen.  In  Eun]^  afccv  where  hk 
power  was  mora  Tidneiabl^  Amifl^h 
found  himself  attacked  hy  the  united 
forces  of  Hungary  and  f^dtod;  and  in 

order 
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otAejf  to  securei  his  newly-aoquired  do^ 
idinions  Ota  the  western  shore  of  the  Bos^ 
pboms, .  the  Tuiicish  fiitltan  was  obliged 
to  forego  iheidesire  he  had  of  chastising 
the  Asiatic  invaders  in  person. 

Haman^ah^  the  bashaw  of  Anatolia, 
was  succoured  by  Hie  large  body  of 
forces  despatcb^  f<^r  ^hat  purpose  by 
Amurath»  who  threw  themselves  iiito 
the  cityUiidet  th<e  cover  pf  the  niglit, 
by.  which  timely  neiftforeement  he  was 
^nabfed  \  to  defend*  it  against  the  deter- 
mined ai^d  fierce  attacks  of  .the  besiegers. 

Six  imuiths  had  passed  in  repeated  as- 
saults, which  were  made  aud  repulsed 
with  the  greatest  bravery,  when,  as  Mu- 
hameth  Vrm  one  day  riding  round  the 
walls  to  view  the  part  best  suited  for  a 
final  assault,  he  was  marked  by  a  jani- 
zary,) who. directed. one  of  the  hurling 
taachinesj  and  took  so  sure  an  aim,  that 
;th$  unfortunate  king  was  struck  off  his 
:^  charger,. 
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'  *  * 

charger/  and;  carried  to  his  pavilion  a 
lifeless  corpse.  Ibrabiitt^  bis  8on,'di»> 
spirited  by  the  death :  of  his  &tiier»  and 
feaifiil  of  a  competitor  in /the  kingdom, 
raised  the  mege^  and  returned. with  all 
possible  dispatdi  to  Caiamania^.to  seoure 
the  inheritance  of  histfothecs. 

The  whole  corps  of  janiaaries  com- 
manded by'  Iskander  were  originally 
composed  of  Christian  baptives  in  the 
reign  of  Amurath  Jthe  Firsthand  the, 
succeeding  emperors  were  so  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  their  ser- 
vices,  that  they  difected  their  ^attention 
to  their  increase  and  improvement  By 
the  patronage  of  the  sultmoii  this  body  of 
troops  arrived  to*  that  strength  abd  power 
as  made  them  dreaded  as  muchby  their 
moniudis  thmoselves  tus  hj  thav  jenemies 
in  the  field.   .  ;.    I     .  

The  levying  the^foroes  wa&  carried  on 
and  completed  with  the  greatest  ederity, 

and 


d  by  Google 


tt)  miAiKDiia. 

and.  inis  appointed  to.  the  coamamA, 
muiwiike yioerof of Anafadia.  Haii^ 
passed  die  J?)K>panti%  they  were  joined 
hf  tiie  AabitKi  Mmfiarceodenta^  aiooDg 
idUd^the  jaaiiarids^  were  eBunclitfy  ooi^ 
fpieiious,  by  their  supetior  oqpj^ments 
and  personal  appearance.  Wliea  the 
two  armies  had  joined,  and  Hamanzah 
4dBe  vietray  had  ssswaod  the  oonmand, 
they  qoicldjrpasseA  through  Mysii»  and 
advanced  witk  nfiiatj,  to  the  fioQtiers 

Thesepeatod  dda^^M  in  which  the 
oontamling  foroes  were  eagaged  dia- 
played  thaskffl  and  hrataqF  of  Iskander. 
In  aU  fte  foraging  paitiei  he  was  anx- 
WQS^  fa  share  the  iUiguc%  a»d  dkdbaige 
the  duties  of  tibe  meanest  sdUkr;  and 
as  this  pndatory  y/mrbae  was  carried  on 
for  a  length  of  time  before  the  armies 
came  to  a  general  engagemmt,  by  his 
mweaned  apptteatidn  to  aU  the  various 
qiniitin^  be  gaaied»  in  a  few  months, 

more 
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mote  espmMeB^a]id''iaiQf«i6dlg^^  inr 


His  cbafacter^ ' 
OBme  formed  iiito^eeikkn»  tefhcMraad 
danag,  ewn  to  ^|gBnnpptiii«j;  ^cmdiily 

dan — ^prompt  to  reward  or  to  rowUgi^ 
a  suspicious  disposition  was  his  greatest 
feifafe.  "Biis  tfeiaper,  wUiii  ipeilteps 
miglit  lunre  faein  onrereoiiiefti^lildlkKMi^ 
was  inereflKd  in  Ideabokr  ^  by  lber|pei& 
dious  conduct  of  lite  ^c^  te%iiiMli 
il»e  gDvomilmlit  ^lof  "the  rpwviiige  mm. 
eommitted,  -wlno^  4ii*iirt  0ii^l&ng*4lMr 
tfira* coffin,  cated  iifetle  lbr<<lw<)wi^ 
litjr^'tsiidbriicdBter'^  doMiiiMM,^ 
diipenntiBii  «£>  justice  ^  ins 
sulgcets. 

Qiie^QNflriei»lag^fartk%  i*m 

UsftdedbytheiiiQtii^ 
Vjr^Oiete^  of  ifKiotjf^  %id'^^)iiie(««lt#'a 

considerable 
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wioUny  oirar  the  »it  of  tfaei^niQiy,  wlnah 
k^mpposed  kifl  fitiiier  had  eoaa^tted^ 

herit  add  taken  priMafer. 

Aft«T  Ihe  b^^e  Bhnaiuahib^^ 
ttefovtMSs;  aad  having  oat  aff  all  ocr 
temal  supply,  the  eotmyv^a  at  length 
teduced  to  es;tremity,  and  oompell^  to 
jkid  the  castle,  wflayarting^  afcthg^aame 
tine^  Hvith  die  vkoaiy,  ftr^^h^aafakjraf 
lioMlf  find  hia-flan,  i^ttffcffaminrii 
soismfilpiiiiAed^  by*  c^ 

Thig  oqpiiliiatimiigraBtf 
laaBn,  niio^  ihinsnBg  with  4a0R  ^of  Hd* 
iMige^iiB  braihai's  death,  ^velhia 

with 
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vdth  notbrng  but  tiie  Uood  of  %iiiitet 
and  his  son ;  and  having  icssed  an  op^ 
portunity  when.  Hmnanzafa  Mras  absent 
in  another  part  of  the  camp,  he  entered 
the  tat^  where  the  unfortanate  chiefr 
were  ^xmSmed^  and. having  dragged  the 
Ottered  pnnce  to  the  feet  of  his  £itber» 
atabbed  him  before  Us&oe;  and  when 
the  wretched  prince  upbraided  him  fer 
his  cruelty  to  a  defenceless  man,  he  with 
^hloyr  of  his  ctmeter  sfinidc  bim  to  the 
eaith. 

.  I«kander,  who  witnessed  jfebls  outrage, 
exclaimed  lpi}dly  ligiinst  tibe  toisuit  of-^ 
fered  to  the  bMhAW,  9Ster  be  had  gu«h 
xanteed  the  sifei^.xif  the  pripoes.  IjEe 
\ioldlgr  tdd  I^iqU.  tbitt  his.  donduot  was 
unwwthy  both^of  Aman  aad  aaoldier. 

Exasperated  to  madness  to  be  arraign- 
ed by  ^  youth,  th^.fi^oe  Taxis  replied-**- 
''  Bqy^  thiiie  iiiffignifi«aMe  protects  thee^ 

VOL.  i.^  c  from 
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Hfom  my-fiiiy  i-«--4io  man  dorst  provoke 
til^  Yoigeanot  of :  Imtk*^ 

^' The  priBoe  whom  ym  dew  itifet« 
ten,  and  fled^ftom  in  armsy"'  said  Iskan^ 
der,  ''  fttoves  tbe^vain-gkny  and  ftllacy 
of  that  assertion;  and  lie  asmired  the 
general  shall  be  informed  e(  the  dastard 
who  has  brought  this  find  stigma  on  his 
aataie." 

So  saying  Jie  left  the  tent,  and  repair* 
ing  to  Hamanzah,  informed  him  of  the 
villany  ot*  laxis.  That  general,  though 
fierce  «d  etuel,  was  a  stiict  obs^ver  of 
his  pledg^  £utli»  aoi  sMOimoning  laada 
into  h]s.|)iisseBoe,  repmlMted  his  eeiKLuct 
in  thesevenit  terms,  and  ordered  him 
to  resign  his  toturaand  to  Isbttder, 
wWe  gaUant  infarepidky  well .  merited 
this  promotion. 

♦ 

laxis  repKed,  that  he  had  reoeifed  bii» 
eommission  fwm  the  sultui,  and  to 
Amurath  alone  would  he  resign  it. 

The 
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The  xinng  witth  cf  the  viberoy  iras 
appeased  by  Idcandtr,  wliosaid  he  would 
wflUii^  ftirego  the  honoiir  he  had  la 
giaciousljr  designed  fiir  Ub,  aa  he  did 
not  wiflhrfQ  faeiBiraided  £Nraii  aot  whidt 
he  considered  was  his  duty  to  Us  ge^ 
neraL 

•*  Then  be  it  so,'*  said  the  viceroy; 
^  and  since  thou  'refusest  to  resign  thy 
command  to  any  one  except  the  empe- 
ror, the  emperor  shall  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  thy  perfidy  .•* 

taxis  retired  firom  the  presence  of  the 
viceroy,  vowing  the  most  deadly  rancour 
and  inveterate  hatred  ag^st  the  viceroy 
and  Iskander. 

The  death  of  the  unfortunate  princes 
was  soon  followed  by  the  submission  of 
the  whole  country  of  Smyrna  to  the 
Ottoman  power;  and  having  garrisoned 
the  fortified  towns  with  Turkish  troops, 
c  S  ^Hamanzab 
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Hamanzah  ratamed  to  -  PnisJBi^  ironx 
Whence  he  dispatciied  a  ooiiriar  to  Adri^ 
anople  with  an  aocount  of  his  siiooessea 
oyar  the  prinde  of  SiiijniayJaiid  the  ac^ 
cession  of  tke  cbnntiy  to  the  doiiahfridns 
ef  Amnrath. 
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^  Bat  doquenc* 


Beneath  her  beftaty  &il%  which. seem'il 
.  By  natute  laYish*d  on  her^  that  mankiiKi 
Might  iee  the  Tiffttte  of  a  heco  tried 
Alinost  beyoad  the  stretch  of  honaa  strength*' 


9f 


Among  the  prisoners  which  were  taken^ 
and  enslaved  by  the  oonqueroris,  was  a 
female  who  was  found  in  the  palace  of 
Zanitea,  where  she  had  attended  on  the 
princess  his  wife.  In  the  confusion  and 
havoc  whieh  attended  the  sacking  of  the 
dty,  Iskander  perceived  a  soldier  bru* 
tally  dragging  the  unfortunate  Zemyra 
from  a  mosque,  where  she  had  fled  fi>t 
security.  He  commanded  the  msoi  to 
'     ;  c  3  desist^ 
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desifit,  and  delivering  the  &ir  prisoner 
to  an  attendant  to  conduct  her  to  his 
tent,  requested  her  to  calm,  her  fears, 
assuring  her  she  should  remain  there  in 
perfect  safety. 

The  joy  which  Zemyra  felt  at  her  de* 
liverance  from  the  soldier's  brutality  was 
but  momentary^  when  sfa^  reflected  that 
she  escaped  deirth  to  encoamter  «».  worse 
eviln  her  Idlings  overcame  h^r^  mid^she 
gave  utteraftce,  in  a  flood  of  tears,  to  the 
emotions  which  swelled  her  distracted 
breast. 

.  Iskander,  whd  had  returned  fiom  the 
city  to  the  camp,  at  the  close  of  day  en^ 
tered  the  inner  part  <^  the  iSent^  whcm 
Zemyra  was  sitting  in -tears,  miising  on 
the  vicissitudes  df  herfortutae,  tmd  re^ 
apedtftiUy  approbched  her,  saying— "Xia-^ 
dy,  although  the  chance  of  war  has 
thrown  you  into  my  power,  yet,  be  as- 
sured that  the  utmort  deference  shall  be. 

paid 
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paid  to  your  wishes,  and  your  dtuation 
diall  be  as  ag^reeable  as.  a  camp  can  «£» 
ford."  ^  • 

"  AlasT  said  Zemyra,  «  a  Wretch 
who  has  been  the  sport  of  fortune  lies 
at  your  mercy !  Pity  my  misery !  and, 
oh!  triumph  not  over  a  defenceless  fe- 
maler 

Fearing  the  worst  disgrajoe  a  virtuous 
woman  can  experience^  i2^emyra  threw 
herself  on  her  knees  befc»«  Iskander. 
Her  long  raven  tresses  fell  in  dishevelled 
wildness  over  her  shoulders— her  fiice^ 
which  Iskander  had  before  but  imper- 
fectly seen,  was  now  displayed  to  his  en^ 
raptured  gaze  in  all  the  powerful  elo- 
quence of  sorrowing  beauty — her  eyes, 
black  and  piercing,  now  encountered  his, 
and  the  tears  which  bedewed  her  cheeks 
increased  rather  than  diminished  the 
power  of  her  charms. 

The  contour  of  her  face  united  femi:^. 
c  4  nine 
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nine  delicaey  i;nth  a  Gommanding  ma- 
jesty; the  transparent  whiteness  of  her 
skin  was  heightened  by  the  glossy  black- 
ness of  her  raven  hair;  and  her  form 
displayed  the  most  regular  proportion 
of  human  beauty. 

Since  he  had  emerged  from  the  sedu* 
.  sion  of  the  suburbs  of  Prusa»  to  assume 
the  active  duties  of  a  military  occupa- 
tion, he  bad  beheld  numerous  beauties 
of  all  nations.  The.Ciroissian  and  Geor- 
gian nymphs,  with  all  their  attractions, 
were  passed  unnoticed  by  him ;  but  when 
the  beams  of  Zemyra's  eyes  darted  their 
piercing  lustre,  although  clouded  by 
tears,  and  the  roses  of  her  chcfeks  were 
Hanched  by  sorrow,  his  heart  adcnow- 
ledged  the  power  of  her  charms,  and 
his  face  mantling  with  the  blushes  of 
confusion,  he  exclaimed — ^  Rise,  bright 
vision !  wound  not  my  soul  by  this  hu- 
miliating posture.**  Then  falling  at  her 
feet,  he  continued-—*'  Rather  thus  let 

me 
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me  b$n4  before,  the  fairest  of  natwA 
^irorks,  if  thou  really  art  of  mortal  Koouldt 
though  most  resembling  the  houiis  of 
paradise :  here  let  me  obtain  tfa^  ptlvi* 
Ic^  <^  being  permitted  to  Uve  tky  will- 
ing  slave." 

.  Z^mjta,  treUfibled  with  apprehensioiif 
well  kbowiqg.tlie  deipotip  away  whicb 
the  Turkish  chieftains  exercised^  ovev 
those  ill-starred  females  that  fell  into  their 
po w^.  1^.  liasty  avowal  i^^Mlmaiation 
which  Iskander  ao  pasiioiMrttly  mad^ 
she  die^<ed  ttiote  Htm  i^  fi^rdest  eptf 
piie^ioii  of  anger,  and.  with  ifrord$.  aV 
i909t  remlered  kMQrtieukite  by  the  exoew 
of  Ifl&t  wQtfiCiaiia,  she  ciied*^"  Leave  me; 
oh,  leave  mei-^if  there  is  a  spark  of  truth 
4n  your  protestations,  prove  it  by  immei* 
diajely  eompljruig  with  my  requests 

.  Iaikander»  alieddy  ashamed  of  his  hasty 
(^pmssioiis  and  unguarded  sufbmission 
to  the  power  of  beauty,  willingly  with- 
drew^ fteling^for  the  first  time,  the  eoo^ 
,.,^  c5  flict 
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tfkt  "vrliiieh  I^ire  and  reason  excited  in 
bis  IsveaBt. 

Whm  be  retk-ed  totbesolkudeof  hi« 
own  tent,  he  ai^ked  Inmsdf  if  his  con* 
duct  towards  Zeihyra  had  been  mar)^ 
iMitii  Ihat  pti^prkty  which  ought  'ti>  dm- 
iksterize  the  puptt  ^f  4lie  siige  Alham- 
Miah?^ 

^tikjcmt  pMgi'ess  thMugli  lif^^  my 
son^  the  sAg*  woaid  ^ftm^  my  to  Iskan* 

bdfoiHmtedakme^R'a'£dr€fiL€erior.  Vice 
ft^queiMly  lutks  im^r  the  smiles  of 
beauty,  and  ihe  dignity  ^f  Tirtu^  which 
often  shines'^n  ii  manly  eount^ance,  is 
assumed  only  as  a  mask  to  disguise  th^ 
blackest  viHany  and  d)i€^e«t  guttt  ^The 
speckled  beauty  of  the  panther  may  com* 
mand  our  adnUratian^  bat  bis  fefMibus 
nature  is  our  d^»d^  while  thie  ttHlgbi 
skin  and  inelegant  fotka  cS  the*  camel, 
though  it  presents  no  attraotioM  to  the 
^   ^  eye. 
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^eye,  is  prodoctiye  of  the  greatest  ufiiHy 
to  ma&y  and  ooostontly  ocmtiibutM  to 
his  comforts.  Let  joar  friendsliip  snd 
love  be  not  hastily  formed :  the  fire  that 
hkses  faighert  is  not  ti»  most  durably, 
but  the  €8teem  winch  has  the  mind  for 
hs  basis  defies  tbe  lapse  of  years^  and 
tane,  instead  of  shaking,  stMngthens  the 
structure.** 

^  Pool  that  I  am  r  said  Iskandei;, 
mentally :  '^  almost  on  the  threshold  of 
life,  have  I  not  forgotten  thepreeepte  of  ^ 
yean?  fia:^  J  not  bent  foefoee  tlie 
power  of  external  beauty,  without  eoii^ 
templating  the  virtue  of  the  soul  ?  •  Ahd^. 
what  is  still  worse,  have  I  not  baseiy 
taken  advantage  of  the  d^ftncdess  situ^ 
ation  of  a  woman,  whom.  I  ought  to^ 
have  protected,,by  a  peemature  'aiid  pas^^ 
sionate  dedication  <^love,  before  t  knchir^ 
to  whom  that  avowal  was*  made?  06^ 
Alhammab:!  how  wouldst  thou  pity; 
the  wealmess  o£  ^y  pupils  on  whom 
..i  c6  thou 
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thou  hast  lavished;  the  purest  preoe|»ts, 
whose  virtue  has  proved  unequal  to  ilt 
fcst  trial  r 

During  a  ^eepless  ni^t,  Iskander 
wisely  considered  that  it  was  lAddk 
iDore.  laudable  to  repmv  a  fault  thaii  tb 
Wtste  hs^  tinie  in  unavfdling  cemplamts ; 
and  he  deemed  the  best  mode  of.  doing 
so  would  be  to  oflfer  Zemyra  her  liberty, 
m^d  a  sdfe  eftnduct  to  any  plate  Ae  might 
appoint. 

'  With  the  earliest  ^wn  of  llie  morn- 
ing a  message  from  the  viceroy  came  to 
oEder  his  attendance  at  the  divan  in  the 
state  paviUon.  Iskandor  £^wed  the 
messenger,  and  found  the  divan,  consist- 
ing of  all  the  principal  chieftains,  already 
ttsembled.  The  bashaw,  addressing  tl^ 
counp^  ia&fmed  them  that  he  had  com^ 
pkted  the  measures  necessary  jfor  the  m^ 
citrity  of  the  newly-acquired  ItjngikMt, 
and  should,  within  a  few  hours,  com- 

n^ence 
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menoe  his  march  \jfick  to  Prasa;  he 
Hierefore  coirnnanded  them  to  prepare 
Sot  their  departure  from  Smyrna  with- 
out delay. 

This  intelligence  was  recdved  with 
joy  by  the  chiefs,  who  having  plundered 
and  destroyed  all  that  fell  in  their  Way, 
had  few  attractions  in  a  despoiled  coon* 
try,  which  afforded  them  no  hope  ef  fuiw 
ther  booty.  Iskmider  alone  heard  the 
eorbnaand  with'sorro^,  as  it  enthtdy  ^e^ 
eluded  aH  possibility  of  putting  into  e:&e* 
eulioii  the  design  he  had'^formed  €£com 
diictibng  Zemyra.to  the  jdace  pf  her 
choice. 

He  retired  from  the  divan,  refleeting 
<m  the  difficulty  which  had  started  up 
to  oppose  his  wishes,  and  after  levdiving 
what  course  to  pursue,  he  retired  to  his 
tent,  with  the  determination  of  inform- 
ing Zemyra  of  his  new  anbarrassmenta 

When 
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'  'Wkeii  the  deps^ve  of  Idiander  on 
the  p-eeeding  nigM  bad  kft  Zemyntd 
seek  repose,  Hie  past  tFansactioii  droiri 
sleep  from  her  oouch,  althou^  the  en^ 
deavour  of  her  generous  captor  had  beeit 
txeidsed  to  procure  her  a  fisdaale  atten- 
dtfity  and  every  acoommodation  a  camp 
could  supply.  She  reflected  on  tiie 
events  which  had  tlHX>wn  her  mto  her 
present  ffltuatiDn ;  instead  of  iduoidang 
in  tlie  wcUt^r  of  her  fiute^  as  she  justly^ 
migfai  hare  dreaded,  a  eniel  and  despotic 
tfTaat,  in  ifhose  conntenance  sH  tbe 
fiei»est  passions  were  depleted,  sheaaw 
a  youth  odvaniSDg  into  the  blooui  of 
manhood,  his  ingenuous  face  gkaNving 
with  health,  and  a  form  which,  though 
fisSl  of  serre  and  vigour,  was  sfueh  as 
wight  serve  to  tlie  statuary  as  a  model' 
ef  manly  symmetiy.^ 

It  may  be  supposed  ithrt  a  youthfiii: 
female  oould  i»ot  fa^old  such  an  object 
with  indifference,  especially  as  she  could 

not 
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nsAhat  ooniMer  hiii»  as  her  preserver; 
kMi  sinee  sbe  had  been  in  his  power,  he 
had  trettb&i  b^r  with  respectful  deference^ 
eiUiept  in  the  viokot  expression  of  lov^ 
and  this  she  was  inclnied  to  extenuate^ 
at  the  suggestions  of  a  lurking  spark  of 
vanity.  Yet  ought  she  to  value  ^uch  a 
declaraticm  from  one  who  had  known 
h&r  so  short;  a  period?  Like  Iskander^ 
she  had,  been  taught  to  sut^ect  her  pas- 
i»ons  to  the  dominion  ofteasan,  and  like 
him,  ^e  resdlved  to  expel  the  intruder^ 
love,  from  her  breast,  before  he  gained 
tao  iirm  a  footing  to  be  ever  eradicated. 

Iskander  returning  from  the  divan, 
foimd  Zemyra  in  a  greater  state  of  tran^ 
quiliity  tiian  he  hoped;  and  hesit&tingiT 
addresBii^  hei^  he  satd^^^  Pardon,  lady,' 
^  exteayagande  i^to  whieh  the  suddeA 
appeafiiiQe  of  so  much  beauty  hurried 
me.  r  now  eome  to  express  my  regret 
dlat  I  ean  oflbr  no  better  atonement  thail 
proteatstions  of  my  ooi^trition.    t  had 

purposed 
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purposed  to  have  atsked  ybur  direetiora 
as  to  your  d^tination;  but  I  le^r  yon 
most  still  remain,  in  appdaawioe,  mjf 
prisoner,  a)B  Ham^mzah  has  iasued  ordav 
fer  our  immediate  march."  ^ 

**  That,"  replied  Zemyra,  all  her  9U8^ 
picians  returning,  ^'  is  a  subterfuge  i«c^ 
.worthy  a  warrior.  Why  dectiye.'n* 
with  yaiti  hopes,  which  you  wv^r  m^ 
tended  to  realize?  The  oiUy  fneatis  fay 
which  you  caa  ipiove  the  m}^m^..(£ 
your  repentance  ia  tq  pero^t  my  jynsf^t 
departure."  '  ' 

.  '\  I  would  readily  do  so,"  said  Iskau*^ 
der,  "  were  it  not  exposing  you  to  new 
dang^srs.  In  the  present  wiaiettl^'sfate 
irf*  the  country,  you  would  have  equidly  as 
much  to  dread  from  the  pedpte  df  Sn^rma 
as  from  the  Tutldbh.soldiery ;  and  while 
you  are  my  ^scNoiear,  you  are  seeuieiiifiaiy 
protection,  would  you  ^suflferyouiadf  to 
think  so.-r-We  maceh  torjPrusa^"'  coutt 
mied  he,  pat;eiving  Zemyta  to  belitatQ^ 
''  and  then  I  shall  be  at  full  liberty,  t9 

obey 
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obey  your  wishesi  I  have  ordered  alit* 
ter  to.  be  prepared  for  yoor  reoeptioD^  as 
you  would  find  it  both  fatiguing  and  un« 
j^eaaant  to  perform  the  journey  in  any 
other  manner.** 

Zemyra  felt  the  delicacy  of  the  ar- 
rai^^ement ;  and  in  acceding  to  it,  was 
almost  persuaded  that  the  promises  of 
Iskander  were  sincere.  This  persuasion 
was  cherished  by  the  respectful  softness 
cf  his  demeanour,  and  the  Uvely  inte- 
rest which  he  appeared  to  take  in  her 


The  march  to  Pnisawas  performed 
with  celerity;  and  during  its  continu- 
ance, Iskander,  as  far  as  his  duty  would 
allow,  was  constantly  near  the  litter, 
although  he  would  not  permit  himself 
to  enter  into  conversation  with  Zemyra, 
further  thatn  to  inquire,  from  time  to 
time,  if  any  thing  could  be  added  to 
her  accommodation.—**  Alas!"  said  he, 

**^she 
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'^  she  i«gte£  fiMt  with  hatapedL  How 
Mttle  is  she  acquainted  witii  my  heart ! 
But  why  should  I  expect  otherwise? 
Does  she  not  coiisHler  me  as  her  coun- 
try's enemy? — ^perhaps  the  murderer  of 
some  dear  friend,  and  the  enslaver  of 
herself?  If  through  ail  this  she  could 
see  aught  estimable  in  me,  she  must  be 
aidowed  with  more  than  mortal  peroep- 
tioo,  as  she  is  possessed  of  txuxce  tfaaii 
mortal  charms." 

Absorbed  in  these  reflections,  he  per- 
ceived not  that  the  army  had  entered 
the  suburbs  of  Frusa,  until  he  was  arou- 
ifed  from  his  reverie  by  the  salaams  aird 
acclamations  of  the  populace,  who  throng- 
ed the  streets  and  the  tdps  of  the  houses^ 
to  behold  the  triumphant  entry  of  their 
viceroy. 

When  the  troops  had  dispersed  to 
their  quarters,  Iskander  conducted  Ze- 
myra  to  an  apartment;  in  the  palace;  and 

wishing 
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wiabiog  h^  ft^pcd  fepd«e«  pioqHw4  to 
visk  liar  at  the  dkwn  oi  ^y,  to  receiYfi 
her  Gomnuiiidfl  leqpeeting  her  futace  deo* 
tination. . 

Iskander^  fetigued  with  the  length  <^ 
the  march,  dept  long  after  the  sun  had  il* 
lumkiated  tlie  minarets  of  Pru^.  Asha* 
med  of  this  n^gteot  of  Zemyra's  coin 
o^rbs^  he  hastily  perforoied  his  m^mung 
ablutiiMfl^  a&d  huiried  to  her  apatieftenti 
where  he  foiind  her  imxiouisly  waitHig 
his  ccnmng.-^''  Now,  lady,"  said  he, 
*  you  have  but  to  express  your  wishes^ 
and  they  shall  be  obeyed  to  the  utmost) 
extent  of  my  power." 

**  Your  Idndness/'  readied  she,  **  shall 
ever  iivein  this  grateful  breast ;  and  when 
my  daily  thanks  ascend  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good,  the  name  of  Iskander  shaQ 
be  always  remembered  in  my  orisons. 
The  generoui  and  noble  treatment  which 
I  have  experienced  fmm  you,"  she  con- 
tinued, ^deserves  my  fullest  confidence. 
^  You 
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Yoa  see  in  me  the  unfertftoatefliMlghtdr 
nf  an  tii^irtunate  prince,  Dueaiis,  wb(f 
traced  bis  descent  to  the  imperial  house 
of  the  Fakeologi,  and  governed  a  happy 
people  with  moderation  and  equity ;  but 
when  the  Turkish  sultan,  Amuralh,  like 
an  impetuous  flood,  overwhelmed  tiie 
Grecian  states  in  one  tremaidous  ruin, 
Attica  shared  the  same  ftte;  and  my  ^ 
ther,  and  two  brave  brothers,  disdakiing 
to  survive  the  fall  of  their  owntry,  ex-^ 
pired,  covered  wiih.wounds,  in  the  gi^ 
of  Athens;  and  that  city,  tl^  nurse  of 
arms  and  the  cradle  of  the  arts, '  beheld 
the  Turkish  crescent  proudly  shine  aa 
the  highest  turret  of  the  AcropdHs. 

''  Death,  and  the  most  detestable  sla- 
very, was  the  lot  of  the  unhappy  daugh- 
ters of  Athens;  the  noblest  were  pro- 
miscuously mingled  with  their  former 
menials  by  their  undiscriminating  mas- 
ters. It  was  my  destiny  to  be  purchased' 
by  an  Armenian  slave-dealer,  and  thus 
escaped  the  vengeance  of  Mahomet,  the 
'  fierce 
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fierce  son  ciAmwnih,  who  had  sworn 
to  e3Etemiinste  every  branch  of  our  rme^ 
I  Tmsr  tr»nsfarted.to  Smyrna  by  my  par-*^ 
.  diastf^  wb^I'hfld  ilo  Moner  arrived^ 
than  I  waift  boi^hjk  by  Zmutei  and  pre* 
sented  to  his  queen.  I  ccHicealed  my 
fbi^ariank^  tQ  avoid  ihbimvMi  o£  my 
feflow-daMeSy-  and  was  treated  with  kmd-^ 
ness  :by;  the.  princess.  I  had  becDim 
scmiewbat  reeolieiled  to.  my  hardriate^' 
mhm  tihe  emiqiimmg  atmr  of  your  sul- 
tan i^Qn  diflliiribed  myrshwtfU^  tran- 
quittity.  Smyrna  acknowledged  your 
power — ^her  prince  became  your  victim, 
and  ihe  ill^lnmd  Zemyrabeeam^  ag^n 
exposad  to  liie  seytsrest  •abftfta'of  cak* 
mSgr."   -  '...,•-., 

."  Wottid  the  sweet  ii9n  wete  ever, 
mise  to  shield  youfwm  its  d«fft$r<«a«'; 
geriy .  exchiias<d  Iskander** 

*'  Your  kiSridaass  is  ime9ampte4'!'re^ 
plied  the  grateful  Zemyra;  'f  but  1  wift; 
intrude  no  furth€x  on  it  than  to  beg  to 
be  cmv^/sd  to  a  ^^i^v^lfyom  whence 

lean 
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Qow  Ubwwg  from  the  prosperous  quar- 
ter, 

,  The  kindness  of  the  princess  of  Smyr^ 
na  had  fiimidied  Zemyra  with  ample 
ineans  far  the  expenees  of  the  voyage  ;^ 
and  tha*e  being  several  females,  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  ttierdiants,* 
o»L  hoards  she  felt  h^'self  more  at  ease 
^n  she  had  been  jnnee  the  &tal  day; 
w^i^h  se|»rdted  her  fiom  all  she  hdd 
dflir. 

.  ,;Swi«times»  indeed,  fhe  gradeM  and 
naaiily  6mn  of  her  ddiverar,  Mrhi^h  she^ 
CQn|{tantly  beh^  in  her  .mind's  e^e, 
would  cause  a  sigh  to  rise.  His  cdp:* 
teous  demeanour,  so  unlike  the  baiba- 
rous  ferocity  which  characterized  the 
Turkish  ni^on,  e^dted  her  a^xmi^- 
mept  and  warknest  admiration;  but  she 
(^edb^.  the  thoughts  which  would  wan- 
der on  Ifkia  Ugh  perfections,  and  only 

permitted 
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permitted  herself  to  muse  on  the  gene- 
rous kindness  he  had  displayed  towards 
her. 

But  here  the  hreast  of  Zemyra  was 
more  vulnerable  than  at  any  other  point ; 
and  the  less  she  dwelt  on  the  graces  of 
his  person,  the  more  her  heart  was  filled 
with  love,  which  she  fondly  entertained 
under  the  fair  semblance  of  gratitude. 

The  quays,  on  which  a  multitude  of 
trader^  busily  prosecuted  their  affairs, 
and  the  port,  crowded  with  the  sails  of 
various  nations,  attracted  not  the  atten- 
tion of  Iskander,  who  lingered  on  the 
beach  till  the  form  of  Zemyra  was  no 
longer  discernible  on  the  deck;  he  then 
pressed  spurs  to  his  fleet  courser^  and  as 
if  to  leave  recollection  behind,  urged 
him  to  his  full  speed,  till  he  reached  the 
gates  of  Frusa. 

Zemyra's  image  was  the  companion 
VOL.  I.      -  D  of 
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o£  his  jbiumejr;  and:  the  intei3d9t  heir 
bemit}r  andf  m&foztunes  had  at  firit.esH 
cited  was  now"  augmented  by  the  know* 
ledge  of  her  sad  history.  He  entered 
hia-  apartment,,  with  hiis  heart  fflrikk^  at 
the  thought  o£  the  distanoe  wMch  nowr 
Separated  him  from;  lite  Ql:gQ£t  of  h» 
dearest  ma&esi 
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''  Imperial  spoiler ! 

Give-me  th«  fatbew  of  tdb<  ttoiamib  ojp>»n% !        , 
Give  me  &e  soib  in  wbam  thy  rutfal^<uroid 
Hath  left  ear  widows  chiLdless'!" 

Tbs  cmiaer  whi^  Hauaniahr  htA  disk 
pitdifid  to  Adriani^de  retuoied  to  the 
metropolis  of  Anatolia^  with  tiie  sultan's 
firmrai*  to  appoint  laxis,  whose  fievee- 
ness  was  congenial  to  the  sultan's  dispo- 
sitien^.  to  the  govemment  of  the  ||ro- 
¥inoe»  and  to  oommand  the  vicf  roy  to 
repair  immediatelj  ta  court. 

Eaaming,  the  order  of  Amuraik  re- 
D  2  quired 
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quired  prompt  obedience,  Hamanzah 
set  forward,  with  two-thirds  of  the  army^ 
comprising  the  body  of  janizaries  which 
Iskander  commanded;  and  having  cross- 
ed the  Fropontis  by  forced  marches, 
^  reached  Adrianople  before  even  the 
impatient  sultan  could  expert  their  ar- 
rival. 

Hamanzah  hastened  to  prostrate  him- 
self at  the  feet  of  his  sovereign,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  a  frowning  brow,  and 
demanded  of  him  if  the  youth  Iskander 
had  accompanied  him? 

^  Pillar  of  nations  T  replied  Haman- 
zah, "^  he  waits  your  cpmmand,  to  kiss 
the  dust  of  your  feef 

^  Bid  him  approach,**  said  the  sultan. 

A  mute  obeyed  tiie  mandate,  and  Ha- 
manzah recounted  his  gallant  behaviour 
in  the  Smyman  expedition. 

•*  It  is  well,"  said  Amuratb,  his  anger 

somewhat 
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MDiewhat  dispelling;  ^  we  shaU  eoiploy 
him  in  a  war&re  which,  did  he  Imow 
all,  he  would  not  so  well  approTe  of,  or 
I  am  mudi  deceived  in  him." 

'  These  words  were  heard  by  Iskander 
as  he  entoned  the  divan,  and  excited  the 
strongest  curiosity  in  his  breast  PrcN 
strating  himself  before  the  throne  of  the 
sultan,  he  was  by  him  commended  for 
his  conduct  in  the  late  war,  and  encou« 
laged  to  future  acts  of  bravery  by  the 
]^x»nise  of  riches  and  honour. 

Iskand^  acknowledged  the  monardb's 
eondescension  in  suitidide  terms,  md  n^ 
tired  to  a  distant  seat,  while  Amurath 
px)oeeded*— ^VThe  Hungarians,  eon* 
ducted  by  theaudadous  Huniades,  have 
invaded  Bulgaria^  and  reqmre  a  power* 
fid  force  to  stop  their  audacity*  I  pro- 
pose to  chastise  them  in  person;  we 
shall  then  see  whether  this  Walachian 
D  S  peasant 


d  by  Google 


gtmngl^  with  tbe^eoiosni  power  of  l^he 


'' Soverel^^of  A^a,  avMl  somt^  df 
Europe !"  replied  the  vizier  Mirvan,  "the 
idave  is  beneatk  thy  fesentmeniL  Let 
tfa^  chosen  Isioops  lie  4lispatoked  to  bi&Bg 
4iie  head  jsi  Himiades,  and  .stftin  SM9t  tfarf 
resplendent  ^^lories  ^  a  eonquast  un*- 

ThtJM  ediftlaitory  i^^eedi  ims  ^ec^Mfd 
from  every  <ilide4^  tiie  cK^iraii ;  «tid  Amti- 
rath^  assenting  to  the  proposal  of  his 
wustor,  appointed  itarem^iey,  1m  Wo- 
4iier4ii-l«ir,  geweral  ^  fihe  MtendM  «!»- 
abfr,  ivlnch  he  oideved  to  be  ready  isMr 
Oheir  uaMh  oAir  th«  ^ondntsion  ^  die 
iMHit  df  Bttimm^  miA^  mms  to  oommenoe 

<fBL  the  JDOlTOir . 


Tb^  «akan  then  retired,  whkfti 
Hie^ifignalfW  tbl^  diipca:sk»  of  4ie  «i»i> 

sembly. 
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^ItktMyf  dsd  withdntr  -to  prqpore  fis: 
^rtie«oelebrati(m'of  iins  mofitisolenmxituai 
tofUbe  Mosleum  religion. 

-  Amuratii,  "wlioin  Iskander  bad  litft 
tten  since  he  was  too  yaimgto  hsne  mxf 
lEeooUection  cf  hixn,  ^possessed  features 
'which  gave  the  beholder  the  assuraaoe 
vf  a:8oal  capaMe  of  finrmixig  the  modt 
«steiisive  poojeets :  his  amfastiosi  was  im- 
%onndedi  wbat  he  ccudd  not  leSkot  hy 
taarce,  be  whs  teqnally  madf  to  oompaflB 
i>7  policy:.  Hbs  faiiSi  wss  invidhtbte,  m- 
^iiekada£Kir  pretext  £>r  Hie  breadi 
dofit  This  he  would  never  fail  to  create^ 
when  lie  saw  it  was  advantageous  to  do 
so;  and  by  cau^g  tike  aggression  to 
spring  f5rom  the  enemy,  throw  all  the 
jodiura  of  the  Isceeoh  of  treaty  on  them. 

.  Witih  a  stseady  isye  to  tiie  ^grttidize^ 
.2Bffint  of  his  fapuse  and  .the  extension  of 
ins  khigdiim,  he  iiever  suffered  a  prodi- 
ipd  effuBsoD  of  falooGl<»  •and  pnxashed  widi 
D  4  exemplary 
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exemplaix  severity  any  deviation  in  his 
soldiers  from  his  orders :  by  this  means 
he  acquired  many  important  conquests 
with  small  loss.  From  studying  man- 
kind as  a  statesman,  he  learnt  the  mas- 
ter-spring that  actuated  the  conduct  of 
individuals;  and  by  threats  to  some,  and 
well-timed  promises  to  others,  he  often 
held  his  enemies  in  x^heek  till  he  had 
leisure  or  opportunity  to  chastise  them. 
This  pcdicy,  which  frequently^  assumed 
the  character  of  forbearance;  only  re- 
served punishment  for  those  obnoxious 
to  him ;  and  thus  he  concluded  a  pacific 
treaty  with  the  king  of  Caramania,  while 
he  reduced  the  principality  of  Smyrna 
to  a  Turkish  province. 

Against  the  Hungarians  he  hesitated, 
not  to  declare  his  enmity,  knowing  they 
were  to  be  subdfied  by  direct  force  alone, 
and  therefore  he  assented  to  the  vizier^ 
opinion,  as  he  resolved  mentally  soon 
to  follow  Karem-bey  with  a  force  worthy 

of 
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o£  the  sultan  of  Turkey,  and  the  tame 
^  the  enemy  it  was  destined  to  over* 
come. 

Filled  with  toraienting  leflectimiB  cm 
the  words  which  he  had  heard  from  the 
sttltm,  and  whidi  he  readily  perceiTed 
were  not  meant  to  readi  his  ear,  Iskai^ 
der  was  returning  fiom  the  ooundl, 
timmgh  a  nanow  street,  when  a  dervise 
crossed  his  way^  and  standing  heforehfio^ 
80  as  tp  preclude  his  passage,  said»  in  a 
low  tone—**  Follow  me  T 

The  strangeness  of  this  address  caused 
him  to  observe  the  figure  fiom  whom  it 
came.  A  tall  muscular  parson^  ov» 
whose  head  the  hand  of  time  had  spin- 
kkd  a  few  grey  hairs,  supported  himself 
on  a  staff,  thov^h  appawntl]f  little  need^ 
ing  such  a  prop.  His  conatenanceseem^ 
ed  furrowed  more  by  care  than  by  age  ;^ 
and  wh^i  Iskanckr  in  astonishment  be>- 
.gan  to  follow  him,  he  moved  with  greater 
D  5  ^    speed 
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Speed  {km  his  dberepit  form  had'pfli* 
nu9cd«  :    ' 


The  dervise  led  the  way  through  the 
0iDatxinft0iqpieiil»d  avffiuefif  of  tiie  Aty^ 
vntil  he  stopped  at  the  luormw  portal  of 
k  knr  bqil^iig  t)f  xneaxi  eppeacanee^  at 
whiiQh  be  gave  tibi!i»  4Jfitiairt  knodb. 

"^  WUtfafit  wdaldit  tiurn  lead  aml^f 
lodd  the  Wfoedtamg  Lskander;  ^  trlwtia 
the  design  xif  tirjr  mjrsteifaiils  oonduet  ?" 

^*  This  is  no  piaae  Aft  iekphnation,'*  ]!»- 
plied  the  dervise.  "  If  thou  fearest  to 
fioiioir  mSf  return  b)r  tbe  ivnjr  thpa  csm^ 
tet;  but  if  thou  daffst  to  pmeeed^  ^mf 
mnd  happiiseis  iie  befiire  thee/' 

Tbe  recoQeetlon  of  Kemym  pesMl 
over  his  marmxrjr  like  tke  li^tniiag'^ 
flaidi.— *""  Ahr  tfaoYigfat  iie^  '«  what  faa{N* 
pinfiBs  is  tibere*  separated  from  th^? 
But  what  oonnexion  oen  my  myrteriotu 
guide  faafie  with  Zemyra?  At  any  ha« 
imAj  howsT^^  I  wiU  go  jm.^'^Ij^Bd  obl  i" « 

he 
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Xhi^  maw  hmfi  n^aolttcp  iqppimdi 
.tke  door  oa  Ae  i^nde^ 


<<  AU^fet  iwitiiUfilir   WM  wsweNd 
from  within. 

Tbe  low  door,  was  then  ^pon^d  Iqr  ft 
;Hiiai4iaffaited  fikelskander's  guide  4a^t|le 
.garib  cf  a  devise;  he  canned  a  smpil 
<kuttp,  whifeh  §heda  &eUe  Ugbt  over  the 
gloom  of  a  vaulted  passage,  throijgh 
whk^i  tbey  proooeded  till  they  arrived 
at  aa  apaartm^t  at  the  extrennty.  Thk 
they  €ntei?ed,  and  found  there  three 
other,  derviseai  who^  lisi)]^.  at  tfaeiren- 
tra)iae»  wektoBied  i^0  setum  of  Isk^n* 
der^s  coBidnfitor  4^  aiow  obeiJMUQGe^  while 
<diey  diverted  the  nost'serutimiai^ 
,f  lanoes  at  Ids  eompaiuon. 

D  6  The 
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The  guide  motioned  Iskander  to  a 
mat  on  the  floor,  and  waving  his  hand, 
the  attendant  dervise  who  admitted 
them  left  the  apartment,  and  returned 
bringing  refreshmehte.  These  were  pla- 
ced before  Iskander  and  his  silept  con- 
dactor/ who  invited  him  to  partake  of 
the  coarse  but  healthful  viands. 

He  complied;  and  having  finished 
their  silent  meal,  his  conopanion  rose,  and 
said-r-'^  Young  man,  thou  wast  no^t 
brought  here  to  be  mocked  with  vain 
hopes :  thou  hast  broken  Inread  and  eaten 
salt  at  my  board;  before  thou  leamest 
further,  I  requu^  thee  to  swear,  bjrafl 
thou  reverest.  and  boldest  most  dear,  to 
sijlNnit  thyself  implicitly  to  my  abso- 
l^e  directions  for  the  spaoe  of  three  days, 
Jtf  so  long  I  should  Mqoiie  it  of  thee.'' 

"  Not  to  secure  my  dearest  hopes 
would  I  pledge  myself  to  the  probable 
perpetration  of  guilt,"  r^[^ied  Iskander, 
peremptorily. 

«  Hesitate 
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'^  Hesitate  not  th^i  for  fhut  cause,** 
rejoined  the  mysterious  dervise;  '^the 
instant  thy  sense  ci  virtue  aocuses  my 
conduct  of  evil,  that  instant  thy  oath 
ceases  to  hind  thee/' 

^'  On  those  conditions  then,**  said  Is* 
kander — *'  by  all  that  is  dearest  to  me» 
and  by  the  great  and  sacred  name  of 
Allah,  I  swear  to  obey  your  commands 
for  that  period,  in  whatever  shape  they 
may  be  delivered  !** 

In  promising  thi^,  Iskander  considered 
that  as  the  feast  of  Bairam  was  com- 
mendng,  he  cou)d  absent  himself  un- 
notieed^  and  return  to  resume  his  duties 
at  the  expiration  of  that  festival. 

The  dervise  then  directed  Iskanda-  to 
assume  a  habit  similar  to  his  own,  bnd 
leading  hfan  to  an  inner  apartment,  left 
him  to  change  the  splendid  habiliments 
of  an  aga  of  janizaries  for  the  coarse  and 
humble  habit  of  a  wandering  dervise. 

At 
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At  thk  Bew  Tny^lUrf  be  bg^  rented 
*thd  pvoBiifi^  he  bad  aaade,  but  io^pdSed 
-hy  tfae  additionai  motiifie  of  strong  cii- 
iiiofiity,  he  rewlved  to  |9erseveK;  md 
concealing  his  cimetor  vndar  the  «IaAk, 
Jate  .joined  his  «<aniqge  e(»dttCtor  ki  1;he 
filter  f^wtment,  who  expnessed  b&s  »p- 
pr^3ttiion  ai  the  metaiaoorpbosis^  *wh}ah 
lYvaa  fo  complete'  tibat  thoae  nio^t  suti- 
n^teljr  aDq^mnted  would  Imfe  been  fin- 
able to  recognize  hint. 

His  myrtmous  guide,  caufiu^  his  as- 
.joeiates  to  withdraw,  said  to  Iskand^^^^ 
4i  j^^  g|,g  alone;  the  jnen  who  faavejiirt 
ieft  us  are  warmly  auid  deeply  ei^fiq§;ed 
in  my  interests/ but  tka^.  are  aeorete 
which  are  forbidden  to  thetn.  Who  are 
thy  parents?' 

^^Alas!"  said  Iski»kder,  AwmtiM&y, 
*^  would  that  I  could  anawer  thy  quea- 
tton !  Since  my  cfaiidfaood  I  haveknoim 
no  other  parent  but  my  vt^etrable  in- 
stmetoi;  the  a^ge  AIbamin»hi  «»d  wjaen 

I  have 
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I  lore  as^eedliim  reqpecting  the  autfaom 
Ixf  my  being,  he  has  forbidden  mj  qiiie»- 
tioii  with  en  asperity  he  was  uiiaocii»- 
tm&i  to  me  on  any  other  ocxaunoh,  wo 
4liat  ndier  €han  ^ve  htm  pain  who  was 
always  full  of  kindness  to  me,  I  fixixnv 
to  preiB  hira  ftudivr  on  the  suhjecf 

^  AlhaR»n»h  had  wsigfaty  reascttis  &r 
his  silence,**  replied  the  dervise ;  "  but  I 
haye  the  means  of  making  the  disco- 

^  Bless  me*— di.  Men  me  witli  dit 
wdkrome  MundT  etdaimed  Iskander, 
his  eoontenanoe  glowing  with  hope. 

"  Calm  thy  transports,"  answered  th^ 
tlerri^;  *'as  yet  I  cannot  comply  wth 
Ay  wishes.  At  tbe  expiration  <^  thy 
voluntary  engagement  thou  sh^t  know 
all." 

'*  Then  every  danger,  t^»  and  diffi^ 
catty,  will  be  Kghtene^;  the  «iow«  of 
Caucasus,  nor  Htke  sa*d«  of  AraWa,  shaU 
be  sidlcienit  barrii*«*ta  oppose  my  pro- 
gram.     No  task.'' ^wwtwwed  tiie  eager 

youth, 
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youth,  "  win  be  too  hard  for  my  aooom-^ 
{ilishment,  when  a  reward  so  bright 
beams  upon  me  from  the  end  of  my 
probation.  But  who  art  thou  to  whom 
I  am  to  be  indebted  for  this  happy  dis* 
covery  7^ 

**  At  present  know  me  as  Moneses— ^ 
the  lapse  of  time  will  inform  you  fiir- 
ther." 

« 

He  then  dapped  his  hands,  on  whi<^ 
one  of  the  dervises  entered,  and  deli- 
vered a  sUver-hilted  ataghan  to  each, 
saying  to  Moneses — '*  We  are  prepared." 

Concealing  the  weapon  in  the  long 
sleeve  ctfhis  vest,  Moneses  desired  Iskan- 
der  to  do  the  same,  and  fdUowed  the 
dervise,  i\ho  bore  the  lamp.  They  pro- 
ceed^ tbroL^  a  narrow  passage,  similar 
to  that  they  hbl  entered  by,  for  a  consi- 
derable distance^  \m  their  progress  was 
terminated  by,  a  Wi^t  fi^m  which,  by 
touching  a  concealed  spring,  a  iiuissy 

stone 


d  by  Google 


itohe  was  remoyed/and  passing  through 
the  opening,  they  entered  a  spaciot» 
mausoleum. 

Moneses,  by  a  counter-spring,  replaced 
the  stone,  and  on  leaving  the  maiiso- 
leam,  Iskander  perceived  they  were  in  a 
cemetery  without  the  waUs  of  the  city. 

At  the  gate  of  the  biuying-plaoe  they 
found  the  three  dervises  waiting  their 
arrival,  each  mounted  on  a  black  coursert 
and  holding  another  harnessed.  Iskaft- 
der,  Moneses,  and  the  attendant  dervise» 
mounted  on  the  unoccupied  horses^  and 
the  two  former  taking  the  lead,  they  set 
forward  at  fiill  speed,  through  a  country 
totally  unknown  to  Iskander. 

The  night  was  dark  and  starless.  Si- 
lently they  proceeded  over  hill  and  dale, 
and  when  the  dawn  dispdled  the  diades 
of  night,  they  arrived  in  a  thick  and 
tangled  forest,  into  which  having  forced 

their 
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ji^«  &ey  elrtevedantifien  j^acb,  ODf^die 
finest  verdure,  fenced  on  all  sidQsJb^tdxe 
gigantic  monarchs  of  the  wood. 

There  idisiDmmting,  MmeseB  leftlite 
imr  derviaeB  witk  the  iiones,  and  de- 
mifilg  Iskaader  to  folfcdvr  Um,  thef  8fc^^ 
into  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  in  a  di- 
MCticm  qpponte  io  w\ack  Aey  had  en- 
AmskL 

The  moiaMfig  fays  df  the  sun  tipped 
.4iie  ^sli^igeiof  the  endboweriDg  tKees  mfli 
{gold,  wheb  the  trafFdilers  left  this  verdatnt 
:glQde:  and  tbey  {mxsyed  Aeir  teikonie 
Hflijr  through  ivald  isEtincaeies,  vntil  Idfae 
sun  shone  upon  them  in  the  fbS  glmjr 
of  his  meridian  lustre,  when  they  emer- 
.ged  jfadm  the  wood,  aind  tfinxnd  them- 
Mive$  on  a  wild  uneidtiinited  heath, 
;^iMadad»  at  a  remote  distaiu^,  by  the 
^wmf^  hillfi  of  Momt  flmuis. 

The 
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ffeyvd  thrbngbottt  the  widely^xtehded 

in  the  erection  of  mosques,  caravaitteEtt, 
l»idges,  and  other  public  edifices.  On 
ftfae  b^riers  ef  thn  asvage  forest^  on  an 
^m0a3iinkedeomiixY,  at  tibetfbet  tsf  &e 
nigged  jBtountaia  fitemus^ia  raravtosem 
net  the  lejf^es  of  £be  gladdened  traveUatt, 
*mh»9  esfaaurted  "vi^itii  ihsir  iirMome 
niidi  4Jmnig|h  itbe  #ii»1^  ifeosd  'tifieffb- 
freshment  that  was  cheerfully  set  heAw 
them,  as  strangers  and  dervises,  doubly 
fSilclfid. 

Thfe^vdiiefipuat  tviaoolii  ]iraiiipb6Aibe 
naitmn  te  teniam  tibBse  edifieos  &r  tite 
TMBMBC  of  jbospitality  vds  ndt  tbeHOoi^ 
ndtife  lie  bad,  nor  ti»  only  •eild  an- 
swered. At  each  of  iheas  eanvaoiserBiy 
besides  the  host,  who  was  commissioned 
te  adhBMiiiJfer  to  Ifae  wants  df  tBrreHers, 
(aiamli  bttnl  t]f  soMifeMi  usas  statkaml, 
moie  fiuticalBrly  m  the  £t>nt3fir8,   to 
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^aimne  and  detain  all  passengers  who 
•might  be,  or  were  suspected  to  be,  inr- 
imical  to  the  goremment  of  the  Sublime 
Porte. 

The  knowledge  of  this  had  caused 
Monese»  to  adqst  for  himself  and  Iskan- 
der  the  habits  of  dervises,  as  well  as  to 
leave  their  luN^ses  in  the  recesses  of  the 
forest^  as  an  equestrian  religious  would 
doubtiiess  have  excited  the  suspicions  of 
Hie  guard. 

They  partook  heartily  of  the  frugal 
£ire  set  before  them,  and  having  con- 
cluded their  meal,  and  bestowed  their 
benedictions  on  the  host,  they  again 
pursued  their  journey ;  and  as  the  day 
dosed,  b^an  to  ascend  the  rugged  sides 
of  Mount  Haemus. 

After  a  toilsome  ascent  for  some  dis- 
tanee,  the  mountain-path  which  th^  had 
fidlpwed  was  imperceptibly  lost  am(mg 

rocks 
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loda  and  thicket^  and  lakander  be* 
held  with  astonishment  the  agility  and 
strength  of  Moneses,  as  he  ascended  an 
almost  perpendicular  crag,  by  graqnng 
tiie  shrubs  which  grew  in  its  intnadoes* 

This  'hazardous  path  was  rmdered 
more  diflficutt  by  the  pitdiy  darkness  of 
the  night;  but  Moneses  bidding  Iskan* 
der  foUow  his  footsteps,  they  soon 
gained  a  flat  ledge  of  tl^  rock  project- 
ing  before  the  mouth  of  a  cave^  r^idered 
visible  to  the  trayellecs  by  a  light  gleam- 
ing &intly  therein. 

The  talismanic  sign  of  '^  Allah  bis- 
millah  T  wa9  again  uttered  by  Moneses» 
aiidquiekled  re-echoed  from  the  cave; 
on  which,  bending  his  body,  he  entered, 
and  was  followed  by  Iskander,  whose 
astonishment  inoreased  at  every  step,  as 
his  guide  had  been  totally  silent  to  aU 
the  questions  be  had  put  to  him  through*- 

out 
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the^Mtvance  Htmicme  jjoooeaaed  in  leagbir 
and  breadth,  and  the  person  who  had 
jmshmimnI  i»ihe^ttffidi  q6  Mmiems  ap- 
pearoi^  sMted  on  tte  ftiigiiittnt  o£  a  nx^ 
atMed  mife  a^  sh wfe  iMit  ponderoas  oime* 
fer.  Tfeeligbb  was  emitted  fiom^a  five 
of  dried  k«iiche9,  kindled  td>  ooantemct 
file  efaiMing  bumidily  o£  the  piaoe. 

The  athletic  sentinel  saxsise^  at  thdx  fsm- 
trance,  and  at  the  command  of  Moneses 
having  pemoried  ihp^  lOok  on  which:  he 
sat,  disGovo^ed- a  flight  o£  sb^s,  whidi 
his-  oonductof  immediately  bega^  to  de«* 
seend;  No  sMWew  did  Idamdisr  foUowv 
gpasping'  hisi  duster,  than  the  stcme  was^ 
i«placed,  and-  thejr  proceeded,  in  impe^ 
fietfable'  darkness,  down  s^retal  steps^ 
tUl;1lley  «i»^ged>U9ta  the  Jig^t  of  an* 

other 
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Mufeied  ^isiUfe  bjr'  the  blaae  q£  a  krg9 
pie  of  &ggot&in-the  centre. 

Iskander  perceived  a  great  niuqber  of 
men  (who  from  their  dress  he  knew  to 
lie  Oycistians^.  Ik^  of  what:  nation  he 
ttidd  not  dBseovei^  atnetabed  on  mats^ 
kiiied.  in;  sleeps  except  mm*  oB  tiie  boadi 
who;  walk€6draimtini9aliy4tiaiid  ihs  fire;^ 
wMdr  he  oooasiondljir  n^enisheil  &om 
a  pile  of  fiiggoilsiin  arocesrofttae  cupcei. 

.  On.  the  aidesi  o£  the  camemap^peareil 
aaimmenfie  qna(iil%' o£  inans  of  aU  dis^ 
seriptionsf^safaiefii  citneters;aBd  dagga^ 
bowG^  airows^  pike^  aDi  mitskets,  met 
thereye  at  ere^jr  glaiiee ;  the  diadcd  oew 
cesses  of  the  rocks  were  rendered  morer 
gloomily  dark  by  the  light  which  was 
s^fldcted  &om  f he  Bfirnisheil  arms.  The 
a&up  cfesil  appeared;  like  the  magasan^ 
#f  Fandamonium ;  and  the  sentinel 
itofdiiig  asBiiiti  the  pa»atcate  figum 

stretched 
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stretdied  around  the  cavem,  seemed  «i* 
other  Satan  viewing  his  disaxnfited 
confederates^  or  a  Vulcan,  in  the  fableA 
forge  of  Etna,  amidst  a  troop  of  wearied 
Cyclops. 

When  they  aneiged  from  the  entrance 
of  the  cavern,  where  they  had  stood  as 
Jskandar  viewed  the  gloomy  scene,  th^ 
sentinel  aeeing  them,  struck  his  pike 
thrice  on  a  huge  Ivazen  cauldron,  which 
stood  near  the  ft-e  l%e  feud  echoes 
reverVemted  thnmgh  the  cavities  of  the 
lofty  rode,  and  the  recumbent  facmd  has- 
tily springing  from  their  couches,  stood 
erect,  grasping  their  ^pem^,  and  crowd- 
ing round  the  guard,  earnestly  demand* 
ed_  the  cause  of  the  unexpected  sum- 
mons? 

'  At  this  moment  Iskander  and  his  com- 
panion advanced  into  the  centre,  when 
the  whole  band,  which  an  instant  before 
bad  filled  the  caye  with  their  damorpaa 

inquirieSi 
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idfcwfGSBr  at  tbe  bedk  (xf  MditesM)  tei* 
(xme  tetp^tMly  mletkU  while  die  auup 
zed  Isltander  liebdd  bi»  g^ide  bend  bt^ 
ftre  hm^  and  beard  Mm  efxdahn  to  the- 
ipotideiitig  traop — ^^  Behold  )rour  ^rinwr 
yoar  delivereyl  the  scm  d£  yoa?  mveied^ 
mofiawb — tibe  lofig-fest,  kafig-ba»ented 
GSeorge  Castiiot  T 

At  tbiv  wdooRie'  mu»I  Ifhe  iK^ide'  fts^< 
sembly  Mowed  the  example  df  their 
leader,  and  beiit  befbf^  the  princei  ^MHbAle* 
reiterated  8ho»t9  of-^^  Long  live  Olir 
ddef,  the  noMe  prince  of  AlbaYiiaaffidi 
I^iras!"  pededi  lltitmgk  tbe  tiftultad! 
roof. 

When^  these  tttonpoito^  bad:  bf  seme* 
measiu-e  eubelded,  ttie  bandy  at  ttie  com- 
mand'i^  Mbneses,  retumed  tor  thefa*  nig. 
ged  couches,  while  Iskander,  or  (as  he 
wiH^heftoefbrwaflpd  be  s^ed)  Ca«ti!k>t»  te- 
citi?efing  from  tbe  stupifylDg  amazement 
wbioh  had^  aefbt^d  hk^  at  Mcb  an  un« 

vov.  i«  £  looked* 
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looked-for  scene,  turtiing  to  Monese^ 
said — *'  Old  man,  what  mockay  is  this 
that  thbd  iilsultest  me  with  ?  Was  it 
for  this  meritorious  purpose  that  I  have 
been  mysteriously  led  through  paths  air 
roost  untrodden  by  hunitfi  feet?,  and 
have  descended  into  the  bowels  of  the 
eai;th,  to  be.  made  the  sport  of  your  mid- 
night revelry  ?  The  hoary  head  of  age 
is  venerated  when  it  produces  the  coun- 
sels of  wttdom,  but,  linked  with  folly, 
is  tontaafified  by  all  men." 

.  *^  Pardon  me^  my  prince,"  re]^ed  Mo- 
neses ;  ^  the  scene  thou  hast  witnessed 
hath  nothing  of  mockery  in  it  Thou 
art  indeed  lord  of  thy  rightful  patrihaony, 
and  thy  faithful  subjects  of  Epirus  ear- 
nestly expect  the  day  when  the  dari^n 
of  Castript  shall  toose  Hiousands  of  pa- 
triots to  avenge  and  deliyer  their  coun- 
try." 

«*But  what  have  I  to  do  with  Epirus?" 
answered  the  prmce;  *'  I  owe  iJl  to  the 
bounty  of  the  aultait,  not  know  l<£ 

any 
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any  inhmtiaioe  that  I  poAe68»  aaYe  my 
Inisty  cimeter  aiid  the  fiiTour  of  Amu- 

'' Amundi,  my  loitl,"  said  Moneaes, 
'*  hath  been  a  niggard  benefactor  to  thee^ 
He  gavetheea  ccmimand  in  an  arajy  of 
slares,  who  at  the  call  of  interest  would 
desert  or  plunder  thee»  and  took  from 
thee  the  sovereignty  of  a  free  people* 
who  would  think  their  last  dropof  blood 
nobly  shed  in  defending  their  prince.'* 

*' With  what  dreadful  words  dost  thou 
ham>w  up  my  soul?  Speak,  Moneses!** 
exdaimed  the  agitated  y6uth«  grasping 
his  arm  with  convulsive  strength-—'*  tell 
me  who  or  what  I  really  am  T 

''  The  tale  is  irksome/'  replied  Mo- 
neses ;  "  but  I  live  to  obey  you. — Your 
fathar. reigned  peaceably  and  happily  in 
Epirus,  for  the  basis  of  his  throne  rested 
firmly  on  the  hearts  ^of  his  subjects. 
Prosperity  diffused  her  smSes  over  his 
dominions,  till  the  lust  of  power,  insa- 
tiable as  the  graven  prompted  the  Turk* 
£  S  ish 
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ish  sultan  to  tturyi  his  eoiKiueEmg  arms 
against  the  pHndpalities  of  Grmoe.  Tbes- 
saly  and  Macedonia  submitted  to  ftia 
power;  and  either  faecgme  taafautery,  or 
were  i^dueed  to  the  ixmdiAion  of  pto- 
vinoes  of  the  Tuikisk  empke.  ¥o»r 
father  concluded  aa  honourable  riliasee^ 
and  mutual  hosti^es.  bemg  exchaaged^ 
yourself  and  three  noble  brotiiers  jyexe 
sent  to.  Adrianople,  Amuratii  havinjg 
solemnly  pledged  himself  to.  treat  you 
with  the  tenderness  and  care  he  would 
shew  to  his  own  offspring. 

**  Bred  from  in&ncr^  in  yoin?  &tlierV 
coutt,  I  had  been  ahirarfs  honourcd  mth 
his  confidence,  though  his  junior  in  years. 
From  my  youth  I  had  beeaa  soldier, 
and  Epirus  bdng  in  a  state  of  profinmd 
pe^ce,  had  served  as  a  Tolpnteer  in  many 
of  the  European  naticms.  On  my  re« 
turn  to  my  native  land,  using  the  free- 
dom your  &ther  permitted,  I  blarned 
him  for  the  confidence  he  had  pbeed  m 
Amurath,  in  cqmmittiiig  fais^  ftav  «m8» 

the 
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ihe  hcfpe  of  his  kingdom,  to  the  abao- 
lute  powcfr  of  the  sultan,  who  would  not 
hmUHe  to  exttod  his  empire,  should 
op{)artunity  o&er,  at  the  expence  of  the 
ties  of  amity  and  the  bonds  of  the  treaty. 
The  event  proved  the  justice  df  my 
suspidons.  Your  fallier's  anxiety,  tou- 
sed  by  my  suggestion^  renewed  the  at- 
ticics  of  a  disease  he  had  be&rre  laboured 
mAer,  Mid  in  a  few  months  after  my 
letum  I  was  called  to  the  melandsoly 
daty  of  doraig  the  dyes  of  ijfxy  Mend 
and  aovereign.** 

^Alaft»iny  fiktherf  exekimedCaatriot; 
and  atiugglxng  with  his  emotions^  bade 
MtHeses  proceed. 

'^  AmvAsth,"  continued  Moneseily  **  at 
ttiisfiitfli  etmt  threw  off  die  Jx^adL  of 
iiiaidatiip  lie  bsd  assumed,  and  seized 
the  momeilt  of  confosion^  when  all  was 
abm  and  doubt,  to  pout  his  troops  into 
tile  devoted  kmgdom.  To  save  the 
<mBatry  from  rapine,  resistance  bring 
vain  without  a  prince  whose  najne  would 
eS  have 


d  by  Google 


78  2SKAKDER. 

have  animated  the  people,  a  i^  nobles 
and  myself  who  had  formed  a  hasty 
.  eouncily  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  sub- 
mit to  the  invader  of  our  liberties,  and 
wait  some  &vourable  turn  of  fortune  to 
assert  our  independenee. 

**  The  cities  and  fortresses  throughout 
the  kingdom  were  soon  garrisoned  with 
Turkish  troops,  the  inhabitants  reduced 
to  the  most  abject  slaveiy,  and  those 
men  who,  by  their  eminence  in  rank  or 
virtue,  teemed  to  bear  the  yoke  with 
repugnance,  were  snatched  from  their 
hornet  and  families,  their  possessions 
confiscated,  and  themselves  condenmed 
as  traitors  to  a  knonarch  to  wh<Kn  tliey 
owed  no  aUegianpe,  and  whose  sove- 
reignty they  had  never  acknowledged. 
Immured  in  the  horrors  of  a  Tuikisb 
dungeon,  if  they  escaped  with  li^e,  many 
dnggtd  on  a  miserable  existence,  while 
c^ers  experienced  a  summary  termina- 
tibn  of  their  misery  from  the  fatal  faow*- 
strii^. 

'"By 
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**  By  these  and  similar  outrages  did 
Amurath  endeavour  to  stifle  the  flame 
of  Uberty  which  was  yet  nourished  in 
the  hearts  of  the  Epirots^  and  vainly 
sought  to  conquer  the  indomitable  mind 
by  puiiishing  the  body.  Thefire^thougk 
smothered,  was  not  extinguished,  and 
only  waited  an  occasion  to  Uaze  out  into 
a  conflagration,  and  consume  the  oppress- 
or  in  its  flames. 

^  To  quell  the  hopes  the  Epirots  might 
entertain  of  regaining  their  indepen- 
dence, a  report  was  circulated  that  the 
four  sonfrof  our  ^Boverieign  had  died  of 
the  plague  at  Prusa.  Well  knowfaig 
die  crafty  policy  c£  the  sultan,  I  gave 
no  credit  to  this  rumour,  and  to  ascertain 
'  the  fiite  <^  the  princes,  I  assumed  tht 
garb  of  a  dervise,  and  journeyed  on  foot 
toPrusa.  By  the  power  of  gold  I  there 
discovered  that  Amarath  caused  your 
unsuspecting  brothers  to  be  dispatched 
by  poison,  but  that  you,  my  prince^ 
were  d^vened  to  the  care  of  the  mg^ 
t        i  £  4  Alhammah, 
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lari  iQgive  &B  strictest  attention  4!0^lur 
tfdueation  m  all  ihe  cental  wd  peisK)nal 

**  Who  has  fijQf:  baor^i  the  iame  of  AI- 
tommah  ?  Tbe  mport  of  hi$  viftue, 
imfidQ(Ba»  and  ioategriiy,  iraa  laiowQ-&ma 
tiie  heigbts  dT  CaiKaim  to  tibe  jmows  c£ 
JimmMy  and  fi»ia  the  iskfufo  of  the 
£gean  to  the  shores  of  Urn  Cas|)ian. 
jl^U  ihe  gaQd.£|ake  loudly  in  ins  :pmse, 
wd  Ustt  ssifignani;  Jit^rsjbns  of  tilt 
9vfckdl  servied  o»l]r  .to  tstiribliih  4»0rit 
firmly  hb  unmUml  tapiibitiw. 

^  Skfit  with  luch  A  prapeploc^  I  diougM 
it  aost  pnidmit  to  ^eterve  the  wcmI^ 
ffod  teavie  tbee  to  fortiQiinte  iii  1i»  W 
ittfitB  0f  the  iiistraetmis  of  die  aage,  ttr 
thw  tiban  isy  pnmafxnely  diaoloang  y o«r 
seal  siiualiQii,  to  embitker  your  days.'  I 
thenefiMse  left  you  in  happy  infimey,  and 
in  my  reikum  chance  diraeted  me  to  Urn 
laave  ire  first  enteneii  whick  I  foupd  a 
aeifnire  retraat^  and  &om  lienae^  durng 

fifteen 
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fifteen  yean^  made  frequent  journeys  In* 
toEpirus. 

"^  I  tmveried  that  wntcbed  land,  and 
hoxid  0]ipreaskm  tMled  on  the  tbroi^ 
of  power.  The  nneraUe  inhabitants 
weie  redooed  to  the  most  ab^  state  of 
davery«-»tli0ir  sons  dragged  from  their 
native  vales»  wfaaie  their  fetfaers^  had 
Hved  in  happy  rustic  content  through 
sttoeeeding  generations,  to  fiU  the  ox* 
horts  of  the  Ottoman  army-^tiieir  daug^* 
tefs  torn  fh>m  the  fond  parents  and 
admng  lovers,  to  be  immured  within 
the  cheerless  walls  rf  a  Turkish  harenl, 
the  difooping  victims  of  pampered  lust; 
the  nobles  proscribed,  and  their  domdns 
confiscated  on  the  slightest  pretence,  to 
gratify  the  avarice  of  the  tyrannical 
sanjaks.  .        ^    '    * 

**  In  the  various  journeys  which  from 
time  to  time  I  made  into  Epirus,  I  often 
encountered  some  of  my  distressed  and 
discontented  countrymen-  To  such  as 
I  found  WOTthy  of  my  confidence,  I  en^ 
E  5  trusted 
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trasted  the  secret  of  my  reteeat^  and  in^ 
Viting  them  to  acoqpt  an  asykim  with 
me,  my  cave  heesme*  in  a,  short  tim^  a 
randezvoos  for  the  exiled  £pmits;  and 
as  our  nutnhars  increased*  we  fdwid  16 
neeemiry  to  enlarge  oor  direlioig.  In 
doing  this,  we  diacoveced  the  passage  by 
which  we  descended,  choked  with  rub- 
bish, and.  having  all  the  iqi^aianee  of 
a  long^forgotten  entrance,  formed  per- 
haps at  some  distant  period  by  a  ban*' 
ditti,  who  had  choiien  that  secluded  s|»ot 
as  wdA  ad^rf^  for  their  lawkss  defwe* 
datiim&  By  this  passage  we  discovered 
the  cave  you  behold;  and  having  such 
ample  room  to  afford  an  asylum  to  our 
oppressed  compatriots,  we  sought  them 
in  tiidr  retreats,  and  here  fenned  a  com* 
munity  of  the  exiles  of  Epirus.  Yon 
have  heard  of  the  banditti  of  Mount 
Hawnus,  my  lord?*'  / 

**  I  have,''  replied  Castriot  *'  The 
exploits  of  their  chieftain  are  known 
throughout  Turkey,  and  have  create^ 

in 
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in  me  an  earnest  derire  to  aee  a  man 
whose  mystmous  conduct  is  not  less  &r 
moos  thai  fais^daring  hatrery/' 

*"  BrixM  him  nowr  exdakbed  Mo^ 
neses :  ^  the  deevepit  dervise,  the  exikd 
Epirbt,  and  the  robber-diief^  stasd  be«^ 
fore  thee." 

-  **My  cODJeetare  was  thai  right"-Bal' 
enough.of  Ihatf"  sakl  Castriot»  his  whole 
frame  tiemblkig  with  rage :  ^  why  hav^ 
Iso  lot^  been  permitted  to  remain  igno^ 
rant  df  the  perfidy  of  him  whom  I  have 
locked  up  to  with  veneration  as  my  be^ 
ne&etor?' 

**  To  have  securef  vengeance  on>  the 
despot,**  rqplied  Moneses.  ^  Our  num» 
bers  have  been  daily  increasing;  and 
sometimes,  disguised  as  dervises,  we 
have  crsved  the  aid  c£  the  beneiKilent;, 
hit  oftaier,  as  the  banditti  of  Hsmius^ 
have  we  eKtc»ted  arms  and  provisions 
fitmi  the  sanjdcs  of  Romama  and  Buk 
garia. .  By  this  means  a  double  end  is 
answeredr— in-  procuring  weapons  for 
,  E  6  our 
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om  iiiGiwsing  bmd$y  mAmtm^mg  our 
IMtriote  to  the  toils  of  imr.  The  vigi- 
lance of  the  tHQAkf  bae  tierer  diiDO¥«Mii 
mir  ivtemt;  wd  as  we  leldoni  ii|ipear  in 
deo&Qtecl  bodh^,  the  fullBii  has  ne^ier 
4kfraribcii  ^  kiige  £orae.  against  iis.  Thlie 
have, we  retaliated  the  wkmie^  cf  our 
ixHmtiy  upon  tlie  ptoud  pdaoM  ^  Tur- 
ifiejr  ialnnayt  «¥oldkig  and  f {wi^  tibe 
knrfy  <MtagQ)»  md  feraiid*  niiMipeeled 
bjr  Amnm^  a  bedgr  tftroape  witli 
•tovt  hentt  snd  haadi^  tHikh  sfaadl  eve 
loDg  mp  tiie  £Mttidfttio»  oi  Im  tbione 
in  Epirus,  and  mal^e  it  totter  and  firil 
ittto  niim.'' 

^  Tie  »  phtt  Bobljr.  ooii1»Ted!»  eet. 
dakaedCeitriefr 

^' And  diell  be  m  boUj  exeeNl8d»''i»* 
joined  MoDOMS.  *'  Oe  ymir  sppimiMiu 
to  ehui  yww  righfcfulpatrimeiif*  a  boii 
of  true-hearted  Epirote  will  mrtantljp 
rash  to  armi^  and  poor,  iifctt  a  wriatfwe 
flood»  on  thor  gii^  oppieapors. .  IBj 
jour  lo^g  reduce  in  TuKkey,.]nio,  my 

prince^ 
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prince^  have  undoubtedly  acquired  a 
knowkG^  of  their  policy  and  wai&r^ 
»  we  shall  be  enabled  to  foil  the  aultaii 
at  his  own  weapons,  and  take  a  revenge 
worthy  of  beroea.*^ 

.  '*  Why  arm  we  not  instantly?"  crie* 
the  ai^iit  j0uth :  '^  every  mcKnent  that 
now  escapes  me  reproaches  me  with  the 
sofierings  of  my  oountxy." 

^GoufcaonisatiU  necessary,''  said  Mo. 
nasea:  ^  I  muat  at  present  require  your 
safamiaBioB  to  ny  dietates.  Hear  the 
yhm  I  have  devised  as  the  first  step  to 
fii]0l. success.  At  the  condnsionof  the 
Ibast  of  Bahrajn,  the  Turkifih  general 
Karookbey  will  man^  against  the  Huiw 
garianf  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  force*'* 

"*  What  art  thou,  wonderful  man?" 
fndaiined  the  suri»iaed  prince.  ^^The 
asciets  of  the  divan  are  laid  open  before 
tticei  Sttrdy  the  genii  <^  the  air  are 
subject  to  Hxy  command  i^ 

<'  Prince,  let  it  aoffice.  thee  I  am 

rightly 
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rightly  informed ;  you  well  know  it  is 
even  sa  In  that  expeditmi  you  Imre 
m  elevated  command;  I  must  attaod 
you." 

'*  Thou  attend  mer  replied  Castriot. 
'  *'  So  our  plan  d{^nands.  I  shall  as- 
sume a  new  disguise,  the  habit  of  a  Ja- 
nuary, and  shidl  accompany  you  as  a 
private  attendant  It  is  necessary  yoa 
should  return  to  Adriaiu^,  and  assuftne 
the  command  to  which  you  are  appdot- 
ed,  and  appear  tfaereas  if  the  shades  of 
oblivion  had  for  ever  obscured  the  events 
of  thisnighf  i 

:  ''  Then  be  it  so/'  said  Castriot;  <<  the 
delay  I  am  thus  compelled  to  sulnnit  td 
^hall  add  to  the  storm  q£  vengeance 
Which  now  lowers  over  thy  heikt,  oh^^ 
Amurath ! — ^here  I  disclaim  the  remem* 
brance  of  the  imidious  benefits  thoi» 
hast  oonforred,  and  remember  thee  only, 
as  the  murderer  of  my  kindred,  and  the. 
usurper  of  my  throne  r  *   ^ 

Castriot 
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Caitariot  ceased,  and  Moneses,  pointing 
io  the  patriot  troop— '^  The  friends,** 
M  he,  ^  that  you  see,  are  but  a  few  of 
the  number  who  from  time  to  time  ren^ 
desTOus  in  this  j^ace*    I  have  informed 
them  that  their  sovereign  ivves,  and  they 
have  devoted  themselves  to  the  increase 
of  our  force.    In  various  disguises  they 
wander  through  Epirus,  and  only  wait 
to  see  the  standard  of  their  prince  wave 
upon  the  walls  of  Croia  to  declare  them- 
selves the  avengers  of  the  race  of  Cii»- 
triot    And  now,  prince,**  continued  Mo- 
neses,  *'  you  perceive  the  motive  which 
prompted  me  to  conduct  you  hither.  A 
tale  so  strange  would  not  have  been  cre- 
dited, had  not  the  witnesses  of  it  been 
placed  before  your  eyes.** 

"  Prudence  marks  your  counsels,'* 
sidd  the  prince,  **  and  the  suspense  I 
have  endured  is  an)ply  repaid.  But  let 
us  now  hasten  to  Adrianople:  every 
moment  will  lag  on  leaden  pinions  till , 
the  glorious  hour  of  retribution.**  So 
)  sayings 
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jsayix^,  fae  followed  Honeses  fioni  the 
care  amidst  the  diouts  of  the  patriot 
Imnd,  andasraaded  the  rude  stsiiiteaae: 
pasting  through  the  upiper  nvem,  Ue 
inhaled  the  morning  bn$eze^;Krfaich  greet* 
ed  them  at  its  eniranee* 


CHAP. 
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'<  My  dwinxiaa  doth  he^  to  na-U 
A  lietter  life/' 

Br  the  route  which  they  liad  f oBowed 
ttie  ipieeeAJBg  dty^  C^riot  toid  Mo* 
Beiesirtmaiediodie^bdQintbe  foaefll; 
iviicw,  moontiiig  their  hoises,  tiiej  a» 
lifiy  praofieded  to  A:dbiaiiople. 

lief  entered  ik^  mausoleiim  faefiim 
dawn,  and  by  the  vaulted  passage  reach* 
ed  tfe  -chflmiier  wiieae  the  prinoe  had 
I  tlie  derriae^  liahit 


'!  Nonr,  prhioe,''  iEdui  Moneses,  ^7<hi 
may  again  become  an  officer  of  janiza^ 

ries. 
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Ties,  l)ut  for  a  short  period;  soon  I  ^ope 
to  see  you  in  your  proper  character  of 
prince  of  Epirus.** 

Castriot  warmly  replied — "  So  may 
your  wishes  succeed,  as  I  wiU  endeavour 
to  be  worthy  of  the  throne  of  my  ances- 
tors r 

<<  We  shall  meet  again  on  the  mom* 
ing  when  the  troops  march  for  Hungary ; 
in  the  mean  time,  I  shall  equip  myself  as 
a  janizary,  to  be  prepared  to  attend  you 
on  that  day." 

''  Farewell  tUl  thenr  said  Castrioti 
and  following  Moneses  to  the  vaulted 
door  by  which  they  had  entered,  he  found 
himself  in  the  street,  as  tiie  voice  of  th« 
iman  proclaimed  the  hour  of  morning 
prayer  from  the  gaUeiy  olStfae  minaret. 

The  prinoe  returned  to  has  caravan* 
san,  where  his  abtmoe  had  passed  un* 
noticed,  as  he  was  supposed  to  have  been 
occupied  in  the  oelebratioh  of  ike  feast 
ofBairam. 

Entering 
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Entering  a  private  apartment,   he 
threw  himsdtf  on  a  conch,  and  sought 
.  to  recmit  hu  hanuaied  faculties  in  a  re^ 
freshing  sleep. 

The  bodily  fatigues  which  Castriot 
had  experienced  soon  caused  him  to  fall 
into  a  deep  slumber;  but  though  his 
corporeal  frame  reposed  from  exertion, 
.the  wakeful  mind  was  occu]ried '  l^ 
dreams  suggested .  by  the  -  strange  jand 
unlooked-for  events  of  the  preceding 
days.  In  imagination  he  again  saw' the 
cave  of  Mount  Hasmus,  its  patrioi- 
band,  and  their  dervise  chief;  from  lliencfe 
be  was  transported  to  the  royal  palaceof 
llie  kings  of  Epirus,  and  was  seated  on 
the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  amidst  thi^ 
acclamations  of  his  emancipated  subjeeti, 
while  the  fair  Greek  who  reigned  in  hia 
heart  was  the  partner  of  his  throne,  and 
seemed  to  smik  her  approbation  of  his 
patriotism  and  success.  * 

From 
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IVom  tttdb  enchantkig  Ttskofi  he 
swoke  to  the  t^ontrasted  oevtatnly  of  liis 
ted  8itttati(»)«  sutjectodio  Atmimfch,  and 
separate  from  Zemyra. 

Impatient  of  the  -ddaj  to  ^hii^  he 
must  submit  before  he  oould  dedaie 
Idmself  the  dbampioQ  of  his  oountry,  he 
looked  with  di^gvrt  upon  the  qilendid 
hatiSimeiitiof  his  rank  as  the  badges  of 
'diiigmee  and  sfeyery . 

Beviewing  tbe  oocunenoes  of  tbepst 
ia^»  he  was  sometimes  indined  to  re- 
vise fcoadc^t  the  means  to  be  emiddjfed 
by  Mcttcses  at  t&e  outset,  and  he  nvould 
liaTe  pieferred  an.  immediate  and  open 
^VDwalof  his  assertion  of  his  daim  to  tbe 
.ibiKMie  of  Epinis;  .yet  the  jrian  suggest- 
;ed  by  Moneaes^q^enred  the  most  pni- 
dentf  and  having  jj^xxniaed  to  abide  by 
hk  dinaettons^  he  detentunad  to  adhere 
to  the  engagement. 

Notwith- 


d  by  Google 


KotvrkllsteiiAng  Aezeai  Mobeses  had 
erinced  for  Ym  f«nUy  and  bimi^elf,  the 
ocffiduct  »id  manners  of  that  chieftain 
were  by  no  means  pfeasing  to  the  prince^ 
In  many  parts  of  his  nefrative,  be  per« 
c^red  tfee  visible  tmts  of  vindiMive 
jxusisioiifrand  of  crooked  poKcy,  and  could 
plainly  trace,  through  the  teil  of  pa* 
triotiim,  the  fi^ree  featuMsr  of  revenge. 

Occupied  by  meh  refiecti<»is  as  these, 
the  hoars  passed  unnoticed,  and  it  was 
not  till  the  approach  of  night  that  he^ 
descended  from  his  apartnient  to  part^e 
of  any  r^eshmenl 

Castriot  endeavoured  to  dissipate  the 
gjbpaiy  thoughts  which'  occupied  his 
rakid  by  wdking  forth  into  the  city, 
whieb  presented-  a  scene  well  cale»lated 
to  enfiven  the  most  sombre  disposition. 
The  streets  wei^  one  continued  bower 
of  garlandEs  and  festoons  of  fibwers.r  hcfft- 
fires  blazed  in  the  squares,  and  tbe  iBu^ ' 

minated 
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appMMd   and   '^FcteivA  adUbnis  tstere 
cboM)  for  the  expeifition^  and  the  mbstr 
espedenoad  leaders  selected  to  gagrwitis; 
the  CQirage  and  afaili^  of  Hmuades^. 
under  whose  ausiMoea  the  EEnngarianat 
had  attamed  apitah  of  militBr^  skiU  and- 
latrepidiiy.  wUcE  oanaecl  Amurath  sc». 
eretlf  to  tranide  on  his  Hxroneraithoa^ 
hepabMcIya£Beeted  to  oontemn  their  g<e« 
nctaL  and;  them>  as<  Insignificant  enemies* 

Sprnag*  ftom  ohscuEe  tfabagh  honesrt:^ 
pasestage^  thia  gieat  oommaiidar  had 
risen  by  rapid  steps  to  die  deviated  si* 
tuation  of  generalissimo  of  the  united 
Christian:  forces  which  were  now  as- 
sembled in  die  pl£an»  of  Hungary,  and: 
sttficessfuUy  repressed,  the  ambitioaa  pra** 
jects  of  the  Turki(^  sultan^  vAm  left'  no^ 
means  untried  for  the  extension  of  the 
domihion  of  Ottomanv  And  the  promul- 
gaticm  of  the  faith  o^  Myioao^t. 

Bern»ts^  the&4iber  o^HttniadeB^  ttad;^ 

in 
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iSl^eMlMl  feat^;  b^  a  soldier ;  but 
ifl^u^ted'  yM^  th4  tyr^ny  of  aii  officer^ 
M 1^  ^¥  tfmy,  ahd  retired  to  his  lit- 
^  p^tt61i6H]^  in  the  vilUge  of  ^Ititz^ii, 
oBfeiiitlfy  Mi'  r6£Mi\m^  AMiei: 
MM  th^'  moUnt^lihs'  of  WalaoUiti: 
THefe;  '^WflFhitf^iii'iie?  arid  sbn,  he  liyed 
iii'  pdb^M  86Mide-:  dhd'a^,  dbin  his 
eadf  itit^rdonneiyith  th^'  world;  he  had 
abq[Uf4^yi^Wa  c&st'sup^ribt  tbthos6  ^ 
of  the  nmple  shepherds  his  neigh'boiirsi 
and  finding  little  pleasure  in  their  so- 
ciiltj?,  h</  d^ottjtf'  Mi  tiifie  to  the  in- 
striittioW'dfHi^'roh,  -H^Htf,  ekbeffltii^  hii. 
cdfiiplad^^  ai  mtith  iti  jiersdri^  sii^gth 
ai'He  di^ih'  mental  aidquiretnebts,  Was 
aM^  tVe^^erirf'ttieSrbbyiiU 'sports. 
l^e^Si^  most'^ti^htl;^'  ofa'  martial 
rmm  tUe  t&l^'df  war;  wliichhii  fa- 
ther was  accustomed'' to  rkUtH  tH  Inui, 
inflamed  lus  youthful  mind  with  mili- 
tail^ai^ii^,'  aha  d^riikfhed'hiin  ttf  em- 

V6l.i.  f  At 
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At  the  age  of  sixteen^  Huniades  wasi 
pennitted  by  hifr  father  to  follow  his  dar- 
ling pursuit  Under  the  standard  of  the 
warlike  bishop  of  Zagrabia  in  Italy,  he 
gained  the  fame  and  experience  of  a  ve- 
teran ;  and  at  the  end  of  four  years  re- 
turned to  his  delighted  parents,  who 
gloried  in  their  son,  when  t^y  beheld 
the  improvement  yeai:s  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  world  had  made  in  his  person  and 
manners. 

Even  in  this  s^usi(xi,  tl^e  active  S014L 
of  Huniades  spumed  inglorious  ease; 
he  therefore  re-prgaifiis^ed  his  little  troop, 
and  by  his  military  skill  formed  a  yil-  . 
lage  militia,  capable  of  acting  a  defensive 
part  against  the  predatory  incursions  of 
the  forest  b^dits,  or  the  foraging  parties 
of  the  ferocious  Turks.  ,,, 

Three  years  from,  the  jfptum  of  Hu- 
niades, Be^4l'^  .w^:^ittipg  by.,^  ^eer- 
ful  fireside,  resting  after  the  fatigues  of 

,  .  the 
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the  day,  relating  to  Huniades  the  history 
of  the  wars  of  his  youth;  and  Eyda, 
twirling  her  spindle,  was  patiently  lis- 
tetiii)^  to  the  oft-repeated  tales,  when  a 
Ipiid  knockii^  at  the  door  aroused  their 
att^tion,  and  Hjuniades,  starting  up, 
opened  it;,  when  a  tall  figure,  of  com- 
manding aspect,  though  dad  in  the  garb 
of  wretchedness,  entering,  petitioned  for 
shelter  during  the  night. 

This  was  readily  granted  by  the  hos* 
pitable  Be^^z,  who  invited  him  to  oc- 
cupy a  seat  near  the  fire^  whidi  invitih 
tion  he  accepted  in  silence,  and  reclining 
his  head  on  his  hand,  seemed  lost  in  a 
profound  rev^e. 

Huniades,  with  pity  and  wonder,  ob- 
served the  strongly-marked  features  of 
their  guest  His  eyes  seemed  fixed  on 
vacancy,  and  he  uttered  flot  a  word,  nor 
moved  a  muscle,  till  he  was  roused  by 
f2  Eyda 
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E^da  inviting' Mmr  to  ptttdie  tJincar  fbr- 
gaisapper: 

He  row;  and'  altetly  and^  fiaslSIy  ft- 
niflfting'  Uisr  men^  requested  to  be  diewn 
ttr  a  bei^  as  hebadttavdled&r  tbrt;  dft^ 
md  rest  would  be-most  gntefiU. 

Byi&i  fi^&osed  witti  firer  unooutteoos 
guest,  led  him  to^a^cBamber;  and- setting 
down  the  lamp,  retired,  saying — ^  The 
saints  preserveyoucP 

The  i»thinger,  witH  a  oonvul^e's^lij 
utteted  an  emphatic^''  AmeBfT 

Oh  returning  to*  her  husband^  ISfdk 
found  him  and  Huniades^  Busied  in  otttlr 
jectures  about  the  melancholy  stranger; 
but  aft^a  variet};^  of!  suppositions;  each 
of  which  wiasrit^ect^^i^iiiesutxseedij^^ 
tbeyoould'  fik  on  notMihg  saitisfiietbty; 
and  rft  retired*  to  I'estl 

The 
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The  £mn  .of  the  stranger  jiaunted  the 
pillow  s«f£limiiadesu  All  night  loc^lie 
Qwld  jMit^leiep,;  Jus  wakelul  thoughts, 
mid^  oonpletety  oecupied  by  their  guest 

Among  many  other  conjectures,  Ber- 
mtz  wid  he  ww  ^cAiMjuime  chieftain, 
v^JMtt  a  wore  pow^^ibl  enemy  had 
^ven  frcmi  his  .domaii^s ;  and  with  this 
Huhiades  coincided,  as  it  was  most  *oon- 
genial  to  l»sxmu  ppuaupo. 

FmieA  with  i)M  ides^  he  determined 
to  go  to  the  stranger  and  tender  the  as» 
fifimcfi  of  hJ3  Uttil^  tr^iqp  to  assist  him 
9»  thr^  mifff^fi^mm  of  his  rights;  and  as 
^  swi  had  ah^dy  gjhkd  the  eastern 
snownits  4^  the  i^oountsdn^  he  hastily 
thrpw  on  Im  ^ple  garaient«^  and  with 
a  h^rit  l^g  frith  enterprise^  be  knocked 
at  thf  j«taw|0ar's  ^ioot. 

It  was  opened  by  him,  but  liia  ftce 

htd  Iwt  owch4?f  that  deqpair  which  was 

f8  so 
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SO  strongly  depicted  in  every  feature  on 
the  preceding  evening.  Exhausted  na- 
ture  had  sunk  into  a  tranquil  repose,  and 
he  had  risen,  calm  and  invigorated,  with 
the  first  beams  of  morning. 

"  I  crave  pardon  for  disturbing  your 
privacy,"^  said  Huniades,  ^  but  I  have 
something  of  importance  to  communi- 
cate to  you.** 

"  Come  in,  young  man,"  replied  the 
stranger,  "  though  I  think  you  can  have 
nothing  to  communicate  which  can  be  of 
importance  to  me.**  '-^  ' 

"  It  is,**  Huniades  hesitatingly  answer- 
ed, "  that  from  your  apparent  distress  and 
abstraction  of  mind,  I  supposed  you  had 
received  some  grievous  wound  in  your 
family  or  property ;  for  pardon  me  if  I 
offend  in  declaring,  that  through  the 
vestments  of  poverty  in  which  yoii  are 
clad,  I  can  perceive  evident  marks  of  su- 
perior rank.''  ' 

**  Stay,  young  man/'  interrupted  he,' 
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'^  nor  dare  to  wantonly  probe  the  wounds 
you  have  not  the  power  to  heal." 

"  Trust  me,  I  would  not;  but  if  your 
grief  arises  from  the  aggression  of  ene- 
mies, I  could  probably  render  you  as- 
sistance," replied  Huniades.  "  I  have 
been  a  soldier,  and  pass  my  leisure  in 
training  a  stout  band  of  village  youths 
to  military  manoeuvres ;  these  obey  me 
as  their  chief,  and  will,  I  am  well  assured, 
follow  me  with  alacrity  to  the  execution 
of  any  enterprise:" 

"Brave  man!"  exclaimed  the  stranger, 
"your  w^rm and  generous  offer  insptfes 
me  with  new  life,  and  demands  my  full- 
est confidence :  accept; the  acknowledg- 
ment of  a  brother  soldier,  for  know,  such 
I  am.  You  naay  perhaps  have  heard  of 
Lladomir,  count  of  Bestritjh  ?"  continued 
he.  ' 

"That  question  t<)  ah  inhabitant  of 
Walachia>  where  the  lisping  infants  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  good  and  powerful 
Lladomir  r  replied  Huniades;    • 

F  4  The 
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spair  seei^ed  agqip  jto  l^vy  ^^^^fa^m^ji^ 
her  tbrone  b  his  k^tatt,  wh^  hy^.fn  .e& 
fort  dispelling  th^e  gloom  of  )^  pqu)^- 
tenaiice,  he  resui]a(ed;7rr"  P^svessipg  j^ 
sovereign's  favour,  Llfidf^Wf  was  ^ 
poiiLtj^  to  the  goyeniEDjent  f^  Pedtjti^ 
and  lixed  his  re^denoe  if^  ^  foxj^fjSj^ 
dty  of  Fedt.  This  ^ntier  pos^  HFfus 
cpn|;ipualf2|r  exppsed  to  thje  agpjcel^fiDffC^' 
of  a  si^,  9»  a  lfu;ge  body  of  Ti^x^jfJl 
cavalry  had  ravaged  th^  9|}fxq^^iig 
cQuntry  tq  the  upty  yrfWa,    "fjffe  ^tmat, 

sion  of  his  pfarilous  stot999»  »i|^  Hf^  hift 
uKnost  enikayourp  tQ  reprfm  ^  fei^^ 
dous  invftders :  hul  the^  WQif  |«n4fr^ 
abortav<9  by  the  femt^)^  (f^  Qoqpt  Wi^i 
oel«ur.  who,  envnged  «t  ]U«tdoiPP9iff  f^ 
ceiving  such  a  distinguishing  m«rk  pf 
his  Myeragn's  &v«iir,  sibw^  ey^  op^ 
portmuly  of  fi»|«rppr«B^ti»g  his  wtlPW 
and  fhi^traliBg  bi»  p^HMs,  0i¥}  ^iop^syfd 
an  emissary  f(»  tbf  pHiI>99t  Qf  pif^ 

'such 
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natter's  insiflBoBt  deAgm."^ 

^Baie  cowwAir  cried  Huniadest  ^md 
«]|  nolnlpty  rtoop  to  sueb  vifo  arts?'' 

^  VieB,^ietiim^  1^  straiigcr,  '^thinks 
)M  niMiii^  lioweva!'  base^  too  vile  an  «n- 
gso0  to  aoeompliah  lier  di^bofiofti  pur«- 
|iDWB»  «iA  aoWife^  ean  bend  as  low  as 
tbe  wieniii^  vassaVwIieR  it  has  for  iU 
omI  ^  gnrtiSMtion  <tf  aomo  vHe  pasf 
flian.  T.ladnmif,^  eentimiad  he^  '^  hadi 
ham  womided  in  the  avm  ki  a  saHy 
ulttBh  ha  bad  nadfe  upon  Hio  Tii«lts^ 
«1»  had  dhringiy  advanced  to  tbe  Vergr 
gatea  of  t^  aity.  Hafbig  nt^«d  to 
Nsl^  tiM  paaJdtoiis  Arvita  sqifscd  tb# 
«p|MBtunitf  to  iptoiBcato  tho  g^pavds  o# 
ant  if  ^ba^  0E^  and  wban  tbe  whu^ 
ci^  tacat  wp^Aiy  in  fioieiad  seeari^^ 
sdaaMtad  ilwTiiilu)|Wfaa  aiiteMd  in  Slick 
iuttbfiM  tbaty4i|«y  SMn  ovavpowaaad  %^ 
pndaaa)  and  liadomv*  aftar  ^^i<i^ 
^^  kng^aatiiCBe  appeased  tbe^  least  b^0 
of  sueeaas^eacsqped  wHlh  diftenky  tkaongb 
F  S  apassage 
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a  passage  known  only  to  himself.  Burn- 
ing with  shame,  and  tl^  ilesu^e  of  aven- 
ging himself  on  the  author  of  his.  dis- 
grace, Lladoniir  was  pursuing  his  nk- 
some  journey  to  the*  capital,  to  declare  to 
his  sovereign  the  treacheryi  oP  Arvite, 
when  halting  at  a  vJUageito  leortiithis 
exhausted  frame,  he  heard  tiae  taking  of 
Pedt  by  the  Turks  attributed  taiiiff  own 
perfidy,  and  that  the  king,'  exaiqierafeed 
bt  his  defection,  bad  ^attainted  *his  Me 
and  confiscated.his  estates.  StrudLmute 
with  astonishment,  he  intimkllyi  Iweadi- 
ed  a  vow  that  he  wxmld  beaNbeavoluii* 
tary  exile  from  his  countcf  »  until  -  iie 
could  appear  in  it  with  the  ^  meians  of 
asserting  his  innocence,  £nd  oft  miti&alr 
ing  the  hitherto*uQstained  }K)nc)fiir"€f  the 
name  of  Lladomir«i  With  tfais^resoluticm 
he  proceeded  on  his  journey,  aiid  avoid- 
ing the.  towns  and  villages/  arrived  at  a 
hospitdble.cottage  in  the  valebf  Glut^eiu 
Need  I  add^^i^unt  Lladomir,  of  Bestilefa, 
now  stands  b^re, thee?"  •  -- ,  c  *  ; 
•  h    .-'  ^  '  "  No, 
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"  No,  my  lord,"  replied  HunUdes ; 
''  I  was  soon  assuied  yoii  were  that 
mucb-iirpired  noblemffii:  but  I  crave  your 
pardon  if  I  have  unwittingly  failed  in 
demonstrations  cf[  Mspect  which  your 
rank  demands." 

"  Young  man,"  exclaimed  the  count, 
^  your  conduct  need^  no  pardon,  but 
demands  my  highest  praise;  and,"  added 
h^  with  a  ttgh^  *<  the  ^disgraced  Llado* 
mir  has  no  longer  any  claim  to  the  ho- 
mage of  the  meanest  vassal." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Huniades,  warmly, 
*•  you  have  a  stronger  claim  to  respect  as 
the  virtuous  though  unfortunate  Llado- 
mir,  than  when,  as  the  distinguished 
count  Bestrich,  vthe  vicar  of  your  so- 
vereign, you  exercised  regal  power  over 
the  extensive  ptovince  of  Pedtitia  " 

**  Your  sentiments,"  said  the  count, 

**  would  add  grace  to  nobility,  and  your 

conduct  so  highly  pleases  me,  that  I  will 

gladly  accept  your  proffered  assistance  ; 

F  6  but 
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iwBt  I  mMt  miff^  your  seomcy^  as  my 
name  mumt  be  knMini  to  nemt  huiyou*^ 
^'  You  foay  «fy  on  jny  Mqney,  agr 
iord,^  Hiipiifida  is^eined,  ^  ani  in  a  Smr 
houfs  idl  ^wU  lie  fneparal  &r  enr  eaqie* 
dition.'' 

dMiwHha  faeMt  fi|atfdiNth4iO]^flm^ 
^  wielUcnown  hMUts  9^  Jm  i 
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CHAPTER  Vi. 

"  He  is  as  wi«e  as  brare— * 
My  brave  deliTerer!  thou  shalt  euter  now 
A  nobier  list,  and  in  a  monarch's  sight 
Contend  with  princes  for  the  prne  of  famt." 

l^BB  ^qmpvmm  of  lij^madm  mudily 
tgqiufiin>o4 1» 4i<pwqigwl  wmngcpiiilto 

fiMrliriit  hiiinii  0i  4Sm  4i>*fti^MP  faflmjair 
gaily  oommencedthm  mutes  madlwiig 
well  aoquainl^  with  the  intricacies  of 
tihefowflfct  fumifid  AeirdeiiaHAiBarch 
witii fai^iijtyt  Aod  .hi^  with  fjEieioIr 
tfiig  sun  (»  4ht  liiflMTiOf  ahSI,  whidi 

vounlito  tewev  of  PoJt,<QCB  M  «  ontll 
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Under  a  firowning  rock,  where  the  hand 
of  nature  had  formed  a  capacious  cavern, 
the  count  conducted  his  small  troop»  and 
having  stationed  one  of  the  party  as  sen- 
tinel at  the  mouth,  the  rest,  wearied 
with  the  tedious  mardi  of  the  day,  after 
a  slight  repast  sought  the  repose  their 
'  wearied  bodies  required. 

Huniades,  after  a  short  sleep,  disturb- 
ed by.,  dreaips  of  future .  glory,,  a\^oke, 
and  revolving  in  his  mind  the  unlooked- 
for  events  of  thfe  preceding  day,'  fouiid 
^  it  ^  tmpqs6tble^  to  gf|in '  iKkDve  repose}  *  he 
tbere^re  1^  his  liougH^cmidi;  Wid  ;iv»ilced 
;  W  that  pdyt<xf  the  hiM  ^ieb  teotoAaatiided 
a-m^'of  thb'towbjii  f'-'-  '  •  -'"  /•-•  . 

fi  Whifebyitbe  brilliant  lighttifiafull 
-mocm,  n^Nioh  i«predd  ^undotided  glories 
over  the  ^extended  piMpect^  he  mmrk- 
ed  the.kng-stretdiingi'dkob;  £he  ii!^y 
gates,  and  theAoV^ing  tun^,  receiv- 
.  ing  an  additional  blackness  from  tb^coh- 
■     *  '  trast 
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tirast  fertned  by  the  moonbeiam8  'filing 
on  the  pi^ectmg  bastions,  his  htwt 
gldwed  with  maiiial  rapture,  and  he 
anecMisdously  waiked  on j  absoibed '  in 
thought,  till  within  a  step  of  the  e^ 
of  the  precipice,  when  he  was  aioti^ 
£rom  his  reverie  b^  a  voice  exdatmihg 
— *^  Beware !  you  are  on  Ilie  brink'  of 
destruction/''     -  ' 

Turning  iMistily  iraund  in  mute  sur- 
prise,  Htiifiades  behelcl'Iiladoihir,  who, 
as  little  able  to  enjoy  sleep  as  his  young 
fiiend^  had  ISke  hloi  l^thecave  to  en- 
joy the  seremty  of  thef  ^ght,  and  seeing 
Huniades  widking  near  thb  precipice,  he 
hastily  approached  to  warn  him  of  his 
danger.  •       »;  r  •••  '•  .!  '  .i   !  /  •  ^    •' 

ReeotiBring  from  his  astonishment;  he 
expressed'  bis  gratitude  to  'the  ixiunt,  and 
pdnting  to  <*ie  city,  said—*"  ^My  lord, 
the  scene  whidi  ties  bdbfeins  had  drawn 

me 
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sit  §Km9i9fM  audi  mvSk^a,  vmm- 

"1^  WeMk"  rtplSfid  th«  flwnt  «4m> 

Ym^  immng  gttawm  tii»t  tiffiMi^ 
wtiitk  Ai  ffooiipaqF  «f  Wjuwalwir*  Mi^* 
dd  IB  Ihi  Im^  Ivi^  tvonohwowi  to  Ui 
Imgk  min^tt^  ^«flp«my ;  nd  tke  vb* 
derwood  whkb  fiinges  the  JKttk  putt* 
moDtwy  jutting  info  the  Danube,  ooa- 
qmIb  tlw  |i«»  ApHigh  frtirfi  I  mooted : 

«jdnid  tli«HdmmiiiMwt  *'lalii«l 


"  Nor  shall  it,"  replied  the  oouitl^ «  w 
my  hopes  greatfy  deoeiye  me.  Three 
haqn  hafeit  daphMiili  v»  ^(HOMd  teihe 

dHng  f«»  >h«tt  tgwi  b«|ii0l4  tiwife»A> 
wd  af  Haiowy  or  H^mikefVuii." 

*  "So 
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W jljiom  I  l]|?pe  to  pcfim4  you,  if  i^r  joi 

Saying  this,  he  ref^xp^  ifitp  thf  fifl'^ 
and  Huniades  having  dtsmisaed  the  sen- 

hpW?*  taji  ^  (svfpt^  iifripd. 

i^  f)9u$e4  Ms  sleeping  ffm(il|ari«^  jo|mM 
^itim$ic|#^  Alt  |;h«  p9i9p|^  aC  ^  fianri^  8^4 
p()cieedfi^  4^  thf  bWi:^  ^  g  wili^MH! 
10^  yrhk^  l«d  tp  |*«  hr«4c(?f  the  ny«r, 
In  t^  U^Ie  pop9^  w^flcb  ^  PWfft  )w4 
B9M«^  PDl;  tp  ^giWMlei  i^m  ^e  pf^ 
of  the  hill,  an  aged  beech  gre^  m  a 
knoll,  over  which  its  roots  spread  in  va^ 

'    rioui 
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tenftBAnifl*  ipaniohs, 

derwood  ;  '^  .^placed  the  graj^. 

montwry  ^  jh^t  no  traces  of  an 

P**         .dtitty  proceed^  till  they  wene 
.  by'a  'niassy  iron  door,  which 
^     open  on  Lladomir's  pressing  a  square 
^liie  in  the  pavement,  and  admitted 
fhem  into  a  small'  va»ilt*/ai  the  oppo- 
site end  dppauped  a  flight  of  step^  which 
they  asbend^  till  they  Came  to  a  long 
mardw  thelostire,'  inhere'  the  count  stop^ 
ped,  aiid  haVmg  beckoned  to  Huniades; 
bade'  him  look  through  ti  smkll  crevice 
in  the^£il).  '  " 

Huniades 


d  by  Google 


T 


\ 


\ 


lus  conscience,    tn  ^  ^^  ^^^^ 
shall  stand  at  l^^  couch,  like  the  avt. 
gVng  ange^j  ™^  shall  lioon  teqnSire  your 
distance,"  -'•-•■■ 

Bef<OT  Hdnlades  (Xivldi  reply,    the 

.  ^jjt  la3  disa][)peared,  aid  on  his  again 

,     ^iig  through  the  crevice;  he  beheld 

,  _  in  the  BhStnber.    lAadotnir  had  en- 

j  hy-reirioving  a  pii^r,'  sdd'wlthf 

.    ^*crord  drawn,  stood  bt  the  couch  of 

Yds    S^  A  -J. 

,be  guaty  Amtz.         .      . 

Scarcely 


d  by  Google 


il4  ISKAND^H; 

ricUs  &lf feet  Jons,  aiad  With  th6  long  grass 
growing  itiluxiirioliiS  abundance,  con- 
cealed a  fcavify  siifficiiffitiy  lar^e  to  ad-, 
mit  a  man  in  a  creeping  posture,  but 
iVhich,  a  few  "yiards  from  the  mfoiith, 
opened  into  a  vatilteii  passage  Into 
tHis^  cavity  Xladomir  first  entiered,  and 
wiaS  followed 'by  his  companions;  and 
Huniades  enterifr^'feUt^  ry^laced  thfe  grass 
at  the  entrance,  so  that  no  traces  of  an 
openinfi' iteir^  Vii^ibfel  ^''  *'"'     - 

They  silently  pr6c^6d  till  they  were 
stopped  by'a  'Aiassy  iron  door,  which 
flew  open  on  Lladomir's  pressing  a  square 
stbhe  in  the  pavement^  UriS,  admitted 
thiem  info  a  smalls  v^aiilf; 'i^  the  oppo- 
liite  end  dpfifearfeld  a  flight  of  steps^  which 
they  asdehdfed  till  they  6ame  to  along 
ria!rWw  thdlo^dre,'  Where^  thfe  count  stop- 
pcfd,  aiid  haVmg  beckotteid  to  Huniades; 
bade-  him  look  thi^gfe  d  sihfell  crevice 
in  the^dll.   '-  -  ' 

•     r  ^     • 

^  '  Huniades 
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Huniades '  did  ks  Indden,  and  disco- 
vered a  superb  bedchariaber,  ahd  on  a 
ricHy-embroidered  cbuch  a  man  buried 
in  sleep.  All  the  appehdkgi^s  of  the  apart- 
ment bespoke  the  di^ty  and  wealth  of 
the  occupier.  ' 

"  That,**  whispered  the  count,  "  is 
Arvitz,  the  base  author  of  my  disgrace. 
The  villain  sleeps  as  if  no  guilt  oppressed 
his  conscience.  In  a  few  moments  I 
shall  stand  at  his  couch,  like  the  aven- 
ging angel,  ahd  shall  soon  require  your 
assistance," 

Before  Huriiades  could  reply,  the 
count  had  disappeared,  and  on  his  again 
looking  through  the  crevice;  he  beheld 
him  in  the  ch&tnher.  Lladoinir  had  en- 
tered by  reniovirig  a  pah^i*  and  with' 
his  sword  drawn,  stood  by  the  couch  of 
the  guilty  Arvitz. 

Scarcely 
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pu){ie  ^Hch  imnoiit^  iam  tp  inflict  ijbe 

stroke  which  vengeance  d&ftnAi^;  tmd 
striking  with  the  hilt  <^  his  sword  on 
tl^e  be4  ))^.awAke  ^  |)ei^iouis  wretch 

T^latlnnnir  ia  xloiihtleas  an  UB  wakiQiDe  iiv 
trader  on  Oxy  rqwee." 

BoiTfiii^stiw^  uni  i^p^t^m  with 
wtoro^iPfflt,  ;tbe  Aifisf^imtDr  mink 

sUa^  «l  Iftfe  iPipise;  «  ^sM  »weat  !>«»- 

IfVnidF  J>HP99<>ff^  )NMBi^ 

*<  Speak,  miacreantr  exclaimed  the 

count; 
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rtftljmlslt^.  lit 

(Mttue;  '*'tHi«M'  tmgf  tfce*fh]iSsK  gbver- 
Mtt    SfHeidcfdr  fltiirsWol^sliani^d 

*&&,  my  loi^!*'  crie^Ar^l^,  ^dlmg 

f(ar  of  fiir  mHst^  mgeePi^-wtiifi^heikik 
dSiii«V   oil;  spttK  mf  Mi  md"  f  ^^ 

**  Say  on  then,"  said  Lladimiur:  '''I^ 
w99!  not^  stalir  my  good  ««roitf^\9!%fr'sudi 
uiiwordiy'tifebd!  6af IkvetH^tcroar 

country's  justice.    Where  is  tiie  gover- 
•"In  i^e  easttor  tiDtftC'  i^likf  O^fe' 

QtttiBnf1g*WtCttMr 

<*  WVtttiBMiktr  lititfilierof  ttiir  gBift: 
son?'*  fsUksi'tlMiaSit 

'••Biirffew;  ihyiard.'^saia'AV^tif,  •^•rt 
leflrfEirdife  defHsRse' of^ta^  dt^:  Jfeaf.- 
Huof'air attiUdc,  tli«  fSTdift  ^i»|^ 

tftougfrdie-coiintty.*' 

your  stfatiattent:    IKdunwIfife  you^aiS'^ 
my'ltftitnia;^ 

lllUS 
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Thus,  sayings  the  counjtjbpund  him 
yirith  his  scarf  to  the  cojuch,  and  opening 
the  panel,  called  Hiiniad^s  and  his 
friends  into  the  chamber. — **  Behold," 
said  fce^j  "  the  earnest  of  oiir  success ! 
from  this,  prisoner  I  have  learned  that 
the  garrison  is  small,  and  will  doubtless 
be  an  easy  prey.     Let  us  on  to  con- 

,  "  Lj^.ODj  my  lord/'  crie4  Huniades, 
"  and  doubt  not  our  readiniessto  follow." 

The  count  traced  the  well-known  way 
to  jthe^vemor's, apartment,  at  the  .door 
of  which  a  guard  was  stat^pxfed,  who  see- 
ing a  band  qf  annedpien  apj^oaoh^gave 
the  alarm.  In  a  ngioment  Hvniades  had 
ieveljled  14m  to  the  earth,  and  Lladomir 
penetpted  to  the  chaiQber,  whei:e  the 
governoi)  roused,  fropa  his  sleep,  was 
easily  made  a  prisoner,  *  The  alarm  was 
npWj^pi^.througb  thefoijtxess,  and  the 
anrighted  hjdf-clad  soldiers.., ran ^ to  arms 
iii  terror  and  confusion,  while  the  vil- 
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]£^g;ers  di^t.  around.,  tfaeir  Hpws,  alm9st 
witihout  ejjct^viOk^enjflg  apy  fi^L^tipce.     ^ 

At  length  JheTurJcs,  iffj9Qvermg;,froiii 
the  surpi^se  wJ^it^  the  sud^^ness  pf  the 
attack  had  thrown  them  into,^^d  per-^ 
oeiving  the  small  number  of  their  ene- 
mieSf  pressedjthem  so  do«ely,,th^they 
were  compelled|,):o.  retreat  i^^o^the  tur- 
ret.. Tl^ere.  the  little  ban^. defended 
themselves,  wi^h  ^dpperate.^^piffji;  that 
would  hjiye  r^^ed  bopp^  od  veterans., 
Hunia^es,  i^9fffl^  ^^^  .^angep^  ;was  in, 
himself  a^|j^jt^9n.  ,  Sey,?fj  o^rthe  wo^. 
forward  of.the.ass^ante  fell  beneath  the. 

the  full  career  of  glfffVj,  .^i8,,jaEg[^  was 
pierced  by  an  arrow.     His  sword  fell 

fronjiv his  neijel^^  W^R]  t?^^JfP^Ws 
un^  the  ^tter  ,|^P5piiiti»ent^^^e  felt , 

dhied  on  a,bejjcji,j^d[  lljehel.^'tyjro^.pif  his . 

Infuriate 
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top€r^b'  ^Av^t  and'  Idoiihg  dV^  t!h^ 
battlements,  he  beheld  a  crowd  of  the 
iUlUbitatt)i;  tliTifeC  its'  vn^  wttbtti  the 
uiiifodi-  iiT  me  dtadd  Ikd  di^Wii  fkiM 
tfii^BMs.' 

i^eUr  ^^lidtfm^Huiiiad^  ''a'b^d'of 
lliiiWJ^  ^d  We  VolUnt^ebed  their  liv^' 
tb'dUiv^'ydu'fioiiH'thb  dftVei^dfybVIf' 

ribr  ntunbiet^'  6£  the"  gattisbn'  in  this 
tQfW#.  :E^  ih<^!'  be=  yoorsdVte!  add} 
rish  mSiy  dn  1Ji{^  assailiuU&i  tiHA  Ul 
tHfe  dgfflal  b6^*' Victory  afidf  llb^ty! 
dUfGad'anaoufkiii^!^ 

Tll^  i«bidaf  weir  cou^'  with  ehthilt- 

t<Sh^rt!i%  sdoiid;  "Vli^'sAilih^i 
tf!*  ftttii  rifltft!^  tiftto,^  roa^  ^tif  r^ 

which  th«9^'l8MJd!  0^  UMlam'^e' 

rapidiiy 


d  by  Google 


rapidity  of  lightning,  armed  with  the 
weapons  which  the  exigence  of  the  mo* 
ment  supplied,  slew  those  of  the  Turks 
who  still  resisted,  and  soon  overpowered 
and  took  the  rest  prisoners. 

The  triumphant  shouts  of  the  victors 
soon  communicated  the  welcome  new^ 
to  the  citizens,  who  crowded  to  the 
castle  from  all  quarters  of  the  city,  and 
recognizing  their  former  beloved  gover- 
nor, expressed  their  joy  in  the  most  ex- 
travagant gestures  and  loud  applama- 
tionsr 

When  the  populace  had  dispersed^ 
and  the  town  become  more  tranquil, 
Lladomir  and  Huniades  having  mjo^d^ 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  securing 
their  conquest,  retired  to  rest,  with  jay- 
&1  hearts  and  bright  expectations  of  fu- 
ture happiness. 

Lladomir'fi  first  care  oh  the  succeeding 
VOL.  I.  G  morning 
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ndmibg^wis  fo  ieni  Humades  to  Buch^ 
y$ith  dif pfitdie^  mforming  tiie  king  oi 
tti©  recapture  of  Fedt,  and  eonttiniag: 
4  elatemeot  of  bl?  bmooecice^  whidi  wat 
confirmed  by  the  confmioa  of  ArvJte;; 
he  also  dwelt  with  friendly  zeal  on  the 
9ohkt  oonduGt  of  Haabd^^  to  whose 
tffaY^ry  and  $kiU  tibe  suweas  of  tJ!ie*  est-v 
terpnse  was  dkdefly  to  be  a(faiaibuted. 

On  the  tiodrd  day  after  his  departure^ 
Huniades  returned  to  Fed^^  the  hayjpj: 
bearer  of  the  ifrelcome  tidinga  of  the 
count's  reinstatement  in  his  fonner  facK 
nours  and  possessions^  the  king  having 
gbdly  received  tibe  statement  of  his  in- 
W»ceii0e ;  and  evexy  doubt  bmng  set 
aside/  bf  tbe  conduct  of  the  p»£sfioua 
Weneelatuv  wi»(\  oir  being  twsed  with 
bis  guiH»  ftemd  meana  to  fly  tbe  kin^ 
iom,  be&ro  tfoe  jiifttke;dtte  toi  hb  drimes 
could  reach  him. 

Furtbsr  to  iestify  bis.  waist  i^ipro- 

batioff. 
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baUofi  of  UaiottAfB  ooodttct.  Us  rim^ 
jesty  conferred  «pMi  him  ^e  eosunaiid 
of  all  Pedtitia,  and  the  whole  frontier 
along  th^  Datifdie^  and  afipointed  Hu* 
floades  fais  Iteutenatii^  itdd  eomnanilcf 
of  tiie  fide  body  of  CMrtirf^  JtA  Ae  smd^ 
tinae  gna^ioiasdy  expreasing  to  Lkdiinofiv 
tb^  ]dea8ure  liriih  wUchiw^  beheU  suok 
an  accession  to  his  army  sK  the  sblitiea 
of  Huniades  predicted  he  would  cer« 
taibii J*  be; 

Thdtaku^  king  df  Hmgar^  and  Fot 
Iflttd,  iiad  been  ^lled  fioln  tfie  tkhirf^ 
of  the  bttsr  b»  acnrpy  aho  the  ttg^ 
ae*t  of  tbe  joibi^  kingdom^  by  an  aa* 
IttttUy  fiff  tkff:  states^  ftomttwi  oA  the 
dMiiflCf  cf  AMbiert^  wbo  Aod  ^lAodt 
issue.  Being  king  of  Poland  in  faiadwtt 
ri^t,  the  union  of  two  such  powerful 
mo^earAoKs  tw  i^ewcsd  Wkt^-  jealoUsy 
add  fem  )»y  tbe  Tiffkiih  enpennv  vf\u$^ 
befibre  Viadirimi*  waa  teifly  ettaUislied 
02  in 
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in  his  newly-acquired  dominion,  attacked 
him  with  a  formidable  force. 

The  war  was  prosecuted  with  yarioiis 
success  on  both  sides ;  and  at  the  time 
that  Huniades  brought  the  intelligenoe 
of  the  reduction  of  Pedt^  Yladislaus 
was  preparing  a  powerful  army  for  the 
relief  of  fielgrada 

Huniades  used  his  delegated  authority 
to  great  advantage.  Every  day  added 
new  trophies  of  victory,  and  diminislied 
the  Turkish  forces.  Being  continually 
on  the  watch  for  every  advantage,  he  in 
a  short  time  entirely  cleared  the  frontier 
of  the  restless  enemy,  and  compelled 
them  to  retire  across  the  Danube  into 
Bulgaria. 

The  experience  Huniades  giuned  in 
bis  numerous  skirmishes  with  the  Turks 
had  so  much  improved  his  military  skill, 

that 
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that  he  successively  defeated  the  most 
experi^iced  of  the  sultan's  bashaws;  the 
impetuosity  of  his  youth  became  cor-* 
rected  by  judgment,  and  to  an  increased 
knowledge  of  military  tactics'he  added 
^reat  prudence.  Such  was  the  man.  on 
whom  the  suffhiges  of  his  countrymen 
conferred  the  titles  of  the  Bulwark  of 
Hungary  and  the  Sword  of  Christendom 
•^titles  the  experience  of  his  enemies 
told  them  he  too  well  merited. 

While  Uius  successfully  employing 
his  arms  against  the  enemies  of  his  coim« 
try,  his  heart  was  open  to  the  attacks 
of  the  universal  conqueror — lovii  The 
bright  eyes  and  gracefiil  demeanour  of 
Alwena,  the  only  daughter  of  his  patron 
the  ooimt,  had  made  an  indelible  im- 
pression on  him*  Long  did  he  sigh  in 
secret,  fearing  to  address's  the  mistress  of 
his  soul,  lest  she,  receiving  him  with 
indifference,  might  deem  him  presuiBp- 
tuous^  and  Lladomir  aecuse  him  of  ar^ 
G  S  rogance 
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fogatice  and  ingrsttitiide,  m  aMeinp&Bg 
to  gai»  the  afifedicns  of  his  daoght^ 
SD  ftu*  4^9aAwd  aix>ye  him  by  bar  iiobk 
bidih: 

'Mow  Kttle  did  he  knov  tiie  heart  of 
tile  £|iF  Alwena !  Superior  to  the  g^i^ 
raltty  of  her  sex  in  personal  beauty,  her 
i^ind  ro60  above  scxxlid  ooiiniileratioiis. 
the  had  admired  Huqiades  from  the 
first  moment  she  stew  him ;  she  i^peeted 
his  shiningx  qualities,  and  she  loved  him 
fyf  hiB  bravery  and  str^igth  of  mind, 
whkh  she  had  imnimevable  qyportuni^ 
tie#  of  witneosing;  but  slie  thought  bia 
whole  Ibul  so  filled  with  military  glory 
and  patriotie  ardour,  that  he  had  ho  room 
for  the  softer  passion. 

Such  were  the  ledections  (rf"  those  un» 
conseious  lovers.  Alike  ignorant  of  each 
other's  aflection,  they  sighed  in  secret. 
But  although  unknown  to  themsetvea, 
their  love  did  not  es^^  the  notice  of 

Lladomir. 
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Uadotair.  He  {idrXir  titeir  tttUtu^tta«;)w 
Hient,  and  rejoteed  at  atl  event  whidk 
lie  had  long  secretly  wished  mi^ht  take 
place. 

Having  determined  to  e)£{>Iain  his  itiw 
tentions  to  Huniades^  he  setit  for  him 
into  hk  elo^t,  and  ^aid  to  him^^^**  Mf 
young  IHend,  yoni-  servicer  to  our  coun«- 
try  hare  been  rewaided  iQr  our  wise  and 
beneficent  ttionareb^  but  thote  you  hftv« 
so  freely  and  disinterestedly  rendered  to 
myself  have  never  yet  been  retompented. 
I  hove  noiv  a  gift  to  proflfer,  ^thkh^  if  I 
augnr  rightly^  wiQ  not  be  unwiMthy 
^our  acceptance.^ 

"  My  dear  lord,*'  replied  Htiniadei^ 
*•  you  have  been  all  goodne^ ;  you  can 
b^tow  no  retvard  beyoiid  what  I  already 
possess^,  in  being  permitted  to  derve  near 
your  person.'* 

•*  Do  not  attempt  to  disguise  your 

wishes,   Which  are  equally  grateful  t^ 

me^  and,  as  I  conjecturcf,  to  my  daugh- 

G  4    .  ter," 
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ter,**  rieturaed  Lladomin  *'Alwena*S 
kand  shall  discharge  to  Huniades  the 
c(ebt  of  gratitude  her  lather  has  incurred.^ 

Huniades'  heart  was  too  full  of  joyful 
astonishment  to  speak  his  thanks ;  and 
before  he  could  recover  from  his  surprise 
the  count  had  left  tlie  closet,  and  in  a 
few  moments  returned,  leading  in  his 
daughter,  who  blushingly  presented  her 
hand  to  the  epraptured[  Huniade«,'  who 
exclaimed — "  Nearest,  fairest  of  women;| 
if  a  heart  overflowiiig  with  love  and  gra- 
titude can  be  worthy  of  your  regard,  and 
repay  this  angelic  condescension,  that^ 
and  a  life  devoted  to  your  service,  arm 
irrevocably  ypursJ*' 

**  I  can  duly  appreciate  the  gift,**  re-^ 
tnmed  Alwena;  ''and  trust  you  will 
not  deem  me  too  candid  if  I  acknow-' 
ledge  you  have  long  held  a  high  place 
in  my  esteem,  and  that  my  heart  accom- 
panies the  hand  I  now  give  you." 


In 
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In  a  few  days  the  marriage  of  Huni- 
ades  and  Alwena  was  celebrated  with 
every  demonstration  of  magnificence  and 
joy,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Pedt,  by 
the  bishop  of  the  province,  on  which 
occasion  Huniades  was  created  baron  of 
Targovisk  by  the  king,  as  a  reward  for 
his  unceasing  diligence,  and  a  stimulus 
to  future  exertions. 


G  S  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  Vli 


'  0\\^9mti^l,i^^tfl 


Upborne  by  thee,  ray  soul  disdain'd  the  terms 
Of  empire,  offer'd  at  the  hands  of  tyrants. 
With  thee  I  sought  this  favourite  soil — with  thee 
These  favourite  sons  I  sought. 

Belgrade,  the  key  of  Hungary,  forti- 
fied on  two  of  its  sides  by  the  Danube 
and  the  Saave,  presented  an  impregnable 
barrier  to  the  Turkish  general,  Mezitis, 
being  compelled  to  raise  the  siege,  after 
having  lost  an  immense  number  of  troops 
by  the  sallies  of  the  besi^ed,  and  by 
the  continual  incursions  of  Huniades, 
who  omtinually  harassed  the  camp. 

s    >  Provoked 
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.    Frondked  dmoit  to  moteeM  tik  this 

aafiirotfiMnt,  witb  «d«»  te  tli#  tMhaw 
to  mmigii  the  wbofe  eoniitrf  MUiid  BeU 
giMbr  tfo  that  the  d^,  hdhng  dmren  t# 
exuemity,  uf^tot  swraiidarr  IMS  eosft^ 
fiMod,  sa  eoAgmiAl  ta  Tuikisb  ftM(%; 
was  itecftmMdta  die  totter,  through  th« 
whafe  O0tm«ry,  »ttiidiiig^  his  mvdgefi^  td 
tim  Ytiy  gubucbs  of  tiitf  dfy. 

Huniqdes  assembled  a  strong  force  on 
bearing  «f  this  ntw  attadt;  and  having 
bjr  far«ed  marches  come  ti^  t^ith  thi 
Turkidi  nmy,  gave  tliem  battle ;  and 
tibmigfa  at  the  &st  ic»iget  bis  wings-  vpi^rt 
tepidseoD  by  the  heavy  cavalry*  <>f  tht 
^urics^  yi9t  his  troops  soon  raUbd^  and 
Br  complete  victory  clowned  the  braVery 
iMd  oondttiet  of  th^  Hungman  t^adet 
fl&d  hia  amiyi  the  Turkish  genem];  beiag 
^imip^kad  to  ^ovide^  tbt  Ms  peiNtolMl 
«aftty  by  a  timely  flight/ 

,  g6  This 
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This  vieldry  waft  followed  by  otters 
more  brilliaiit^  gidned  by  Huniddes^  Vla^ 
disliius^  aiid  the  d^pot  df  Servian  over 
the  fyrees  tinder  the  ebjmniand  of  sdieidi 
Habedin  and  Isah*beg.  Stimulated  by 
such  .isucce8ts»  from  merely  repellmg 
ibe  attacks  of  the  Turks  they  pursued 
their  good  fortune^  and  marched  to  the 
foot  of  Moust  Hbrnusy  the  rampart  of 
Amurath's  dominions  in  Thrace  and 
Macedon. 

The  immebse  body  of  forces  which 
had  be^  formed  with  such  ^&pedttioii 
under  the  command  of  the  bashiaw  Ka- 
rem-bey»  on  the  morning  after  the  Bai^ 
ram  marched  in  high  spirits  fkom  tiie 
gates  of  Adrianople.  Every  precaiktioh 
had  been  taken  to  ensure  the  success  of 
't|iie  enterprise  in  the  equipment  of  the 
ai^my ;  and  the  troops,  0alculating  upon 
an  easy  victory  and  a  great  booty^  en* 
tered  the  fastnesses  of  Mount  Hsrnius 
m  the  confident  hope  of  soon  return* 
.  ing 
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ing  kddii'With  thd  Spoil' of  the  Chriatiaa 
camp. 

The  poMay  of  Amuilith  M  dictated 
in  private  to  his  gtoeral  very  diffineot 
instruction  from  tboae  wliich  "were  puby 
lidy  given,  directing  hiln  to  chastise 
those  enemiei}  of  Maliomet  and  of  Otbf 
man,  and  to  bring  their  presumptuous 
general  in  chains  to  the  footstool  of  Amut 
rath;  while  these  strictly  charged  him 
to  act  only  upoti  the  defensive  in  his 
movements  against  the  enemy — ^to  posr 
sess  himself  of  all  the  w)occu{«ed  passe) 
of  the  mountains^  and  to  reinforce  thoa^ 
troops  which  already  defended  the  prin- 
cipal avenues* 

He  also  cautioned  Karem-bey  against 
)i§2arding  a  general  engagement^  though 
the  most  specious  opportunity  and  the 
most  advantageous  ground  should  offer, 
and  to  refrain  from  all  offensive  opera* 
tions  till  the  ensuing  spring,  when  he 

himself 
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komidf  ifitended  to  take  the  fteid  agninsi 
this  his  now  most  formidable  enemy. 

€M  ft  bfttftt  and  imta^tfcdng  ^amcter, 
Kancmbey  reeeh^ed  tliese  nMvkttlng 
nancbtts  wi^ftiigAed  obe^Me^  though 
W  iiitemaSy  dfespised  them^  and  re^ol^ 
intd  to  sekse  the  &rat  ^t»Me  for  ^K«^ 
•bey  ittg  emamands  so  imoongeiriMik  t^  big 
warifke*  soalv 

On-  lAs  Mpival  at  ^f^^ml  Haittii^,  Mi 

ivpngMR^e'  to  o^bedience  wa»  iMi^astd 
t^  the  report  hi9  sfi^ies  br«mgbt  him  of 
the  dlspiiite^  slate  of  the  HMiga»aii 
army :  it  Fequired  the  utmost  addtes^ 
and  skill  in  Huniades  to  n^s^kv  ^ 
troops  from  mutiny;  discontented,  and* 
eomplaining  at  the  apq^reaeh  0^  winter 
OB^  the  seareHy  ^  ppovia^m^  #liieH 
that  moantaoiHons  disttiet  but  s^amtiiy 
aiSbrdec^,  they  were  ready  to  desert  theif 
standards;  and  ha?ing  made  mall;f  ft^^ 
less  attem^s-  ti>  f&ree  the  impregnable 

barrier 
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bBiricr  wMoh  tfae  fiirtififA  pasaos  of  tk^ 
mountain  oppoadd^  thqr  had  actuadfy  h^ 
gun  to  retreat,  when  the  troops  of  Ka- 
TBoo^hBf  appeorecL 

Htttnadtts,  tdko«  iDdoaaitafaie  spirit 
aanncd  to  rae  in  psopartaon  to  the  iliffi- 
adMka  idiidk  posanted  ttemsebrea,  ra-^ 
pmentedL  Ux  tfiein  that  their  gneatesfc 
dangers  were  now  past^  and  thai  tha 
plains  of  Thrace  would  soon  afford  them 
»  mcare  tan)Kfate  cManaie  and  unple 
soppJaMr;  Aafcto  dasa:t  ^le  advantage 
they  kad.  gained  woold  be  to  thi»iR 
OMj  tile  good:  fiinkuiie.  whieh  lay  witimi 
thoir  gzasp;  ud3l  that  ft  teas;  nioad  dtf^ 
mhi  foK  tfaeaoa^  to  return  through  tlie  iin4 
csddirsted  comitxy  ihiey  hod  ahreadijr  tisu 
versed,  than  to  penetrate  the.  paaaea  of 
the  mountain  before  them. 

Tkem  csieoan^ag  words*  of.  theiir  W 
iMed  general  wevecoeaivied  with  aKxda.4 
aoatioiiSiby. die trow^  iqrfaoilaadljr pn> 

claimed 
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daimed  thdr  willingness  to  follow  his 
standard  to  death  or  victory. 

Karem-bey,  informed  of  the  rtate  of 
the  enemy,  regardless  of  the  positive 
restrictions  of  the  sultan,  detached  a 
strong  body  against  Huniades,  of  whose: 
army,  dispirited  by  want  and  the  seve-/ 
lity  of  the  dimste,  he  expected  to  make 
an  easy  conquest 

This  movement  did  not  escape  the 
ever-vigilant  eye  of  Hnmadei^  who  im-: 
mediately  ]^t  himself  at  the  head  of  A 
troop  of  Walachian  cavalry,  and  ruahed 
upon  the  Turks  with  irresistible  impe** 
tuosity,  who,  surprised  at  a  resistance 
th^  little  expected,  retired  in  predpi^ 
tate  haste. 

Eight  times  the  attack  was  renewed 
by  Karem-bey^  who,  from  his  devated 
situation  on  a  rugged  hiU,  perceived  tfa^ 
successive  discomfiture  of  hit^  battalions^ 

ah4 
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mid  restraining  his  fiuy  no  longer,  de- 
termined to  pour  the  tvhole  force,  of  his 
army  upon  the  Hungarians,  whose  te* 
sistance  he  felt  eonvinoed  oouM  be  neii 
ther  long  nor  effectual ;  and  his^  superior 
rity  of  numbers,  as  well  as  the  advan^^ 
tage  of  the  ground,,  gave  him  full  assu-* 
ranee  of  success. 

Having  formed  this  resolution,  he  isr 
sued  his  commtrnds  for  the  army  to  ad^ 
Vance;  ssid  the  battle  commenced  with 
a  furious  attadc  by  the  Turkish  horse 
upon  the  van  of  Huniadies'  lurmy,  com^ 
posed  of  tiie  Hungarian  cavalry  and  light- 
armed  Polish  infantry. 

The  TiirlQsh  cavalry,  in  which  CaiS- 
triot  hefld  the  second  command,  advan-^ 
eed  with  impetuosity,  and  determined 
valour  on  both  sides  marked  the  fierce 
oontestiT 

Castriot,-  who  had  been  joined,  as  was 

previously 
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jwevkmaif .  coooerted,  by  Monemsi  as  a 
janizary^  entered  the  fidbi  with  a  repugn 
nance  unnsuai  to  Imxi,  and  kept  in  die 
rear,  t6  avoid,  as  much  as  poasilde)  en* 
gaging  actiTely  in  fight  against  those 
whom  he  na^  ecm«dered  a§  friendly 
dHSes.  The  commauder  of  tiie  oavalry^ 
who  had  been  raised  to  that  post  by 
well-timed  bribes  to  the  vizier,  was  ill 
fitted  for  the  situation ;  and  £tf  fh>tii  ap. 
pearing  at  the  head  o^  his  men,  anima^^ 
ting  them  by  Im  example,  he  advaneed 
not  fix)m  the  rear,  but  c(Hitented  himself 
with  issuing  Ins  ordem  from  that  sebure 
station. 

The  cavalry,  perceiving  themselves 
deserted  by  their  leaders^  soon  lost  the 
eonftient  impulse  with  which  they  com<^ 
menced  the  attack,  and  retreated  in  con** 
ftisi(m  before  the  steady  and  persevering 
bravery  of  their  opponents  upon  the 
ranks  of  the  infantry. 

This 
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forces  of  Hungary  and  Poland  to  ad- 
vance; and  they  who  till  then  had  con- 
tented diemselves  with  repdlhig  the  fu- 
rioua  onset  of  their  enemies^  rudned 
upon  them  at  the  inspiring  command  of 
tbehr  ^neral  with  redoubled  fiiry* 

Karem-bey,  perceiving  that  all  was 
now  at  stake,  bravely  put  hiimdf  at 
Ae  head  of  the  janizaries;  and  exhort- 
ing his  troops  to  counge  by  promises  of 
fficlies  and  hoDonrSy  oir  terrifying  them 
fay  threats  of  torttnrcis  and  deaths  the 
battle  was.  most  furiously  renewed  on 
botk  sides.  But  the  slaves  of  a  deiqxyt 
are  3i  matdied  with  the  men  who  fight 
for  their  hearths  and  their  altars,  their 
homes,  and  their  religion ;  and  the  valour 
ofHuniades^  seconded  by  soidierswho 
loved  and  respected  hdm  sts  a  man  and  a 
general,  bore  down  all  o^qoositibn,  and 
the  few  cohorts  ^et  escaped  the  slaugh- 
ter were  either  taken  ]^isoner»or  obliged 

to 
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to  retrent  to  the  mojst  impregnabk  &bU 
nesse^  of  the  mountain. 

Amidst  th^  'confusion  of  thd  flight; 
Karem-bey  was  taken ;  as  he  was  endear 
Touring  to  make  his  escape,  his  diarger 
phmged  into  a  deep  morass,  wl^re  he- 
was' secured  by  an  Hungariai^  soldier. 

Huniades,  recognising  the  bashaw  in 
the  sddier's  tent  after  the  battle,  or* 
dered  a  large  remuneration  to  be^  given 
to  the  captor,  and  commanded  a  tent  to 
be  erected  ne^r  his  own  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  prisoner,  where  he  might  be 
treated  with  the  distinction  his  rank, 
bravery,  and  mii^irtun^  demanded. 

Nothing  could  have  happened  more 
advantageously  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  design  of  Castriot  and  Moneses  than 
file  oonfusion  occasioned  by  the  retreats 
With  a  diosen  troop  of  a^erents,  who 
had  joined  tibem  fiom  the  woods,  in  the 

habiliments 
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iBtbilimentf  of  Turkish  soldiers,  ihef 
marked  the  reis  effendi  of  Karem-bey,  us  ^ 
he  fled  fix>m  the  field,  and  urged  his  nu 
pid  steed  through  a  defile  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

Being  far  better  mountied  than  the 
efiendi,  they  soon  came  up  with  him, 
and  saluted  him  as  fiiends,  lamenting, 
at  the  same  time,  the  unfortunate  and 
bloody  termination  of  the  day. 

.  Perceiving  th«nselves  to  be  unob. 
served  by  the  pursuers  or  the  pursued^ 
as  the  defile  became  narrowcar,  and  the 
beetling  rocks  on  either  side  approached 
so  neiur  as  almost  to  unite  their  threaten- 
ing masses,  at  a  preconcerted  sijgnal 
given  by  Moneses,  the  efiendi  was  sur*^ 
rounded  and  disarmed  by  the  band  who 
attended  their  prinoe.  He  was  com^ 
manded  to  be  silent  by  Castdot,  ai\d  in- 
formed that  the  leost  sound  ftom  him 

would 
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Tfas  fearfol  sdetttac}r^  indikiidatec]  ad 
these  threats^  silently  submitted,,  and 
was  hurried  along  through  unfrequented 
defilesy  till  tliey  completed  tiheir  tedfibus 
journey^  by  entemig  the  eavie  t£  fho 
ilioiiBtains. 

The  fear  a&d  wdndeor  of  the  tvembliitg 
effendi  were  increased  when  he  entered 
the  Mbterr»!ean  cavity^  H0iror*!rtrack, 
he  SKW  tfaa  msasy  nock  Temorted^  ami 
tibd  narmr  srtsnrcase  discovitttl,  dni 
imnii  faiinddf  a  uoosent  aftisr  ioxooBB^fsed 
HE  palpable  darkness.  On  etttevin^  tbe 
ipaemin  asnmnr  he  shriink  Jxwdc  in  di^ 
may  at  ^baxsmecmth  dii^eti  i^icAt  oq 
^veyy  side  met  his:  e^;  and>  b^dM  ha 
eotoM  reifiDver  frottt  hisi  su9pfis0r  tMU^ 
riib  ftt  wtitifig  were  pkneedt  ofi^  iftte  itji^ 
fid  tabte^  while  Castrtot^tMed  to  I»m 
^     •  the 


d  by  Google 


I 


tbe  tams  m  whkli  he  dioutd  address 
lettos  to  tile  goineinor  of  Crok* 

.  The  efiRsttdt  mfused  compUanotf  an 
which  the  naked  cimeters  of  tbe  piinoGT 
and  of  Moneses  gleaaied  aver  hk  liead. 

> 
^^  Proceed;'  cried  Castriot,    "  or  in- 
stant  defitructkm  shall  ahordjleare  thee 
vithout  the  power!" 

The  secretary  tremblingly  obeyed,  and 
wcDte,  Ib  the  name  of  Karem-bey,  as 
vicexoy  <£  the  Ottomaa  dtxniuions  in 
Europe^  to  tbe  governor  of  Croia,  oqiiik 
maBding  him  inabanitdy,  cm  the  atrital 
of  th&  ^  xjodi-keloved  Savfftde  Igkander^ 
beg/"  to  deliver  to  him  the  fiart  and  city 
ef  Croia,  and  to  repair  toi  Adrianople 
wiiJb  the  tiroops  under  his  command* 

This  document  was  sealed  with  the 
sgnefe  of  the  bashaw^  and  attested  'mih& 
usual  way  by  the  reis.  effimdi. 

"Now," 
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'  ** Wow,"*  said  Moneses^  "the  first  step 
for  our  ]^esent  security  is  to  prevent 
the  intelligence  pf  our  stratagem  reach- 
ing the  sultan,  and  the  securest  plan  is 
to  silence  the  secretary.*' 

.  "  What  dost  thou  mean?"  hastily  in^ 
quired  the  prince. 

"  The  death  of  the  effepdi,"  replied 
jMoneses :  "  policy  dictates  the  destruc- 
tion of  him  who  might  blast  our  de- 
sign by  escaping,  and  divulging  it  to 
Amurath.'* 

"  If  such  be  her  -crooked  paths,"  an- 
swered Castriot,  "  I  would  willingly  re- 
nounce the  laws  of  policy  for  ever." 
/  "A  prince  cannot,"  said  Moneses; 
"  and  the  tneasure  I  propose  is  necessary 
at  the  present  crisis." 

"No,  Moneses!"  exclaimed  Castriot; 
"  much  as  I  am  already  indebted  to  thee 
— much  as  I  long  to  behold  my  native 
land,  and  to  emancipate  from  her  gallifig 
chains  the  country  of  my  fathers,  rather 
would  I  be  taxed  with  ingratitude~*ra- 
,  ther 
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ther  forego  the  glorious  w»k  I  have  so 
happily  begun,  and  wander  over  the 
world  a  wretched  exile»  my  dearest  hopea 
all  blasted,  than  stain  my  name  with 
jsuch  a  coward  deed  as  this." 

**  Be  it  so  then,  my  lord,"  replied  Mo- 
neses,  frowning;  ^  but  the  hour  may 
come,  when  you  will  rue  this  untimely 
clemency.  Do  you  intend  to  discharge 
the  effendi?"  continued  he.  "  Doubt 
not  he  will  repay  your  kindness  by 
hastening  to  Adrianople." 

"  No,"  said  the  prince;  **  although  I 
will  not  stain  my  soul  with  hif  blood, 
yet  I  will  regard  my  own  safety,  and  the 
success  of  our  enteiprise.  This  cave  af- 
fords ample  security  to  detain  him  our 
|«risoner.** 

•*  It  does,"  answered  Moneses.  "  Yon 
recess,  secured  by  a  massy  iron  door, 
shall  be  his  prison.  I  will  select  a  faith- 
fill  guard." 

**It  is  well,"  rejoined  the  prince. 
^  That  donc^  we  hasten  to  Croia." 

TQJL.  I.  H  Having 
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'  HxHhg  (MTl^lMI  of  ^  SUgJ^  0&fMit 
wllile  tbe  iiece»drf  tfraflga»€ints  wcfM 
tmdiin^  fbr  tf^euring  the  n^mofttiy ^  M ^ 
ii€S^  Ud  th&  prince  to  m*in4»kltte  p^ii* 
of  the  forest,  ti^bich  emtew^Emflft  tii^  twit 
tif  the  mdtititaiii,  sdt^kig^td  hiiii<^'^K»w^ 
my  loidy  we  ate  at  the  ptoce  i^pc^tMl 
ibr  the  i^eiide^viifMs  ofow  ^soctft."* 

^'  Why  aire  thef  not  her*?'*  eried  t^ 
impatient  prince.  '^Ifot  a  mcto^^ftt 
sfaouki  tiotr  be  los^** 

^he  Ulisthaiiic  s^sd  wa«i  again*  $ho\it- 
^by  Moneses,  'mA  md  ^ddiier  Wai^  it 
tittettsd^  tfiai¥  aBF  httndn^d  voto^s  i^peat%4 
--"  ADah  Ksmilkhr  ftmft  all  sidWf.^ 

To  the  astonished  prince  tb^  Vfo^f^ 
deemed  vocal^  md  the-  visiotjE^  <^  atiti- 
4{aity,  which  peof^d  eretf  ti^ee  witk  a 
cbyad^  seeiBed  to  be  reatksi^d  I^ri9  hk 
face. 

If  hiflp  mtpni»  im»  gfeat  tfk4l)e  aomid^ 
?  Wifich 
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6binsf  eihikHoh  ^a^  gte^itieir  ai  the  sudden 
f^p^perfdnice'of'fJ  rtlcft^efofts'dw)^  of  Tarfc 
Mtat^H^,  Mich  a^j^ie&hifiit^'^oni 

ffiwf,' fiff  ilr8iif^>i^i«8tfi)a;    "Why 

"  T*ai}^  ouiP' esibtt!  tb  tfpMj- ifel^tM 

I  have  caused  to  be  thus  disguised.  We 
sii^"  rig^d    tfilsif  s^r^c^k  to  garri^ 

-  'fWfeii  %OT\a-rrt3^ Ho^^"  eitclfefin- 
6d  tJK^  ^Hhog;  iffifd'raouhtiii^acHai'ge/ 
^ViVtfed'forHitii-  v^a^  fonb^^^M'  ty' Mbl 
n^fefii  fikfeliry'  plabirig'  tilaiisdlVeV  ai^ 
tti^Heaa'bf't^eirbaridl  ttifey  ^i'ockde(]^ 
Willi  ei^^  rapidity  t5'th6  ex^dtioH'  6? 
th^'lUfld  desigU: 

.lyhen  Castriot  entered    hb   native 
" '  H  8  country. 
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country,  every  step  he  advanced  ooti* 
Irinced  him  that  the  picture  drawn 
by  Moneses  of  the  oppressive  tyranny 
which  the  Epirots  groaned  under  was 
by  no  means  exaggerated.  His  soul 
,  was  stung  with  anguish  to  see  the  cruel 
despotism  which  the  hand  of  power  ex- 
ercised over  a  people  whose  only  crime 
was  an  inability  to  resist  the  oppressor; 
and  he  cursed  the  perfidy  of  the  sultan^ 
who  treated^  a  nation  as  vanquished 
whom  he  Iiad  acknowledged  as  an  ally. 

No  impediment  obstructed  the  march 
of  the  patriot  band,  the  arrivalx>f  troops 
from  Turkey  occurring  so  firequently, 
that  the  distressed  Epirots,  hopeless  of 
emancipation  from  the  galling  yoke,  had 
long  ceased  to  notice  their  arrival;  and 
the  Turks  whom  they  occasionally  en- 
countered cordially  exchanged  their  sa^ 
Umms  with  those  whom  they  thought 
fellow^soldiers. 

The 
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The  province  of  Dibra,  to  which  Cas- 
triot  first  directed  htft  course,  was  a 
rough  tract  of  mountainous  country,, 
^hich  was  but  nominaUy  subjected  to 
the  Turkish  government.  The  hardy 
inhabitants,  for  the  most  part,  still  pre- 
served their  independence  amidst  the 
fastnesses  of  their  mountains. 

Here  Hamesa,  the  son  of  Castriot's 
Tinde,  had  fled  from  tlie  pursuit  of 
Turkish  vengeance,  and  the  presence  of 
a  prince  of  the  blood  had  attracted  many 
(d  iSbe  ESpirots  to  this  letreat;  and  at 
tibetime  of  Castriof s  arrival  in  Epini% 
bis  ocHttin  wbs  at  the  head  (^  a  fiiroe  of 
fear  handled  stout  wdlfappdnted  sol* 
^ers.  ■ 

Ta  him  Moneses  had  s^t  a  messen- 
ger, advertising  him  of  the  coming  of 
the  prince,  his  cousin,  and  requesting 
hun  ta  be  nady,  with  his  band,  to  as- 
H  S  sist 
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(m1  ^  jH^mesj^  who  ^  long  eag^ly 
3Pfi§h^  ^or  «)9  o|)jftO|:tunity  to  ret^iote 

h^d  suffere4.  -    .    , , 

#?^  .97W%  W'  «^  8^^^  ^  A4«?iW* 

.  *  tMare  peitM,  the  vbakt  »^fm  ipioMr  mt 
jwrigmies*  Inr  the  <twn^to^  the  ffmnKili 
to  whose  chatoge  be  K^aa  ^tnntad,  im 
^ibedKenee  to  the  fKmtifte  toitmudicb  ^ 
his  sovereign,  endeavoured  to  eradtokts 
from  the  mind,  of  his  pupil  the  remem- 
tonMe  of  hit  cohvCry  «ad  ito  tonilf ;  hut 
to  tiMB  he  \vtt  diBceKriBd. 

used 


d  by  Google 


to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  ^  «tttfi» 
tion,  resolving,  at  the  same  timi^  to.seize 

tj|p#.  ^tfi^^.4ffm^m  tR  mm  'W  Hi«na- 

7ga«9int  of  ^  irt«  of  His  fi9QftiQ«,  4ur 
<if  Ui?  iirivifeQked  4tate  to  vMc^Epinwi 
W19  re<|fii«^,  %e  embmseii  aa  opi)«rt«t 
li^  |9  ea9B|^  l»  ^MyiiM,  wliert  W  «m- 
IwJlMi^  in  A  iiMn^t-«)ii>  b«uiii  'for 
Vmmc  t  4q4  ImvIi^  Wnik  on  hw  v(^a|^ 

rus  ffnnoAi  he  paBobmod^  on  )ia»  wmi 
at  Venice,  the  garb  of  an  Albanian  pea* 
auit;,  and  id  tkfo  diagime  Madiadl^bra 
ill  fffety^  bjr  d  stsw^  xxAnMemtei  cm 
tke  saanr  dsyr  ti»i;  Mcomms  owd«fite4 

TiaMt  had  M^  m  tmudk  cbangad  tb« 
lineaments  of  Hamesa's  exprvowve  cpuiif 
tenanee  but  he  was  soon  recognized  by 
i^j    ■  » ♦  Punatis, 
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Dunatis,  m  old  warricnr,  who  had  been 
governor  of  SteBusa  in  the  reign  of  the 
kte  king. 

The  joyftil  tidings  of  Hamesa^s  arrival 
soon  spread  through  the  bands  c^  the 
patriots  of  Dibra.  A  spy,  sent  by  Mo- 
Deses,  had  that  day  arrived  from  the 
south  of  Epirus,  and  he  bore  the  news 
of  this  acquisition  to  their  strength  t6 
Moneses,  who  communicated  to  HamesA 
iiKimediately  the  plan  of  the  projected 
design,  and  requested  him  to  be  ready» 
with  all  the  force  he  could  mwtar,  to 
join  them  on  their  atrivd  in  £|wii& 

This  he  had  so  well  perfiirmed,  that 
four  hundred  efifective  troops  were  al* 
ready  organized,  and  pr^ared  with  anm 
and  equipments,  and  inflamed  wilii  wp- 
dour  to  quench  the  flames  of  their  ven- 
geance in  the  blood  of  the  oppressors  of 
their  oouiftry* 

:  On 
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On  sedng  a  numerous  body  of  Turk- 
ish sdUiiers  oonfidendy  approediing  their 
idmat,  the  troops  of  Hamesa  ptepared 
to  rush  upon  liiem  with  impetuous  ea* 
gemess;  but  horn  ttus  fli^  were  ^re» 
strained  by  ih&r  chiefs  who  soon  dispel- 
led their  doubts,  by  informing  them  that 
^bgj  were  fiiaids  and  oompatriots,  and 
dius  disguilied  the  better  to  effect  the 
intended  surpnse  of  the  city  and  garri- 
son of  Croia« 

Hiis  was  confirmed  by  thdr  seeinif 
Casfariot  dismount  and  greet  his  cousiii 
sffiN^ioBately,  who  cordially  returned  his 
eml»aoe»  sajring-^"  This  is  a  day  I  have 
kmg  wished  ardently  to  behold*  My 
country  rises  to  revenge.  The  greate$t 
fijsvour  you  can  now  confer  on  me  is  to 
afibrd  me  an  opportunity  of  evincing 
my  ardour  in  bet  cause.** 

*^  Your  2eal  is  to  me  an  omen  of  sue- 
0888,"  replied  the  prince.    *^  I  doll  even 

>  nS  now 
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lA^fT  h^td  yrtir  mmtnmr^,  *cr  ptwMiate 
ifa^  Mciittai^/  «(r  i^raiMfed^  and  ]^{Me 

<^I  hMcn  M  obcgr  yoih'"  aitevrevcd 
-HaniBm;  end  having*  assttnvfed.  the  m- 
fawwtoy  doess^  be  hqrtdrad  (to  QrOob. 

•   .  ;         •'•  'i 

n«Hid9D  iiifoniied  tiy.itl»  feif^MljitMM^ 

shortly  approach,  by  virtue  gI  lofiWal 

letters  from  Karera-bey,  bashaw  of  Ro- 

\mBam,  Wiusntnte  the  laiBnnwd  tff 'the 

iinty  of  CriMu  :  Bat gmiit<w  witoUfr^il. 

tMAAmOBA,  bedid«i»tt)e«lMte.to  gite 

wedi;  to  tke  amirfi(tti»^9f  tii0.  wwirtwy ; 

cud  QaMiM  flIkor%  jltMr  bnri^giwMi 

liis^  rftinme^  and  prv8snfchi|^  the  IcttenB, 

t^kfa  the  ireH^kmwii  BignRet^  of  tbe  VI- 

tAmw  nffittd-td  thfem^  fae  kidsed  th^Wttai- 

date,  in  token  t>f  his  rtady  acqirieBeeme, 

«ad  prepared  ^  iris  iBsteat  depkrtore; 

and i^atk anesoort  stf  Ul  yriiq^^JQa. 

v.  w  .*  cers, 
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Castriot  having  thus  guned  the  oom^ 

Mucli  Ml  MMHiMliiei  him  i»ti»t  wmj^ 
fn^Uuk  MtitMkw^  hifc  utepi  ■■#»  ?»» 

tAb  had  btn.  «nd«M9d  14  awpwpph  ^p 
■Miir  ta  4iw  dify  ■«»  th^  a#uld  'wi^Mvt 
rngjicnn,  aiid  t*  voipHii  «dMe4e4  Jf 
4hr«|««cl«.  .CdiBbciMkb^IlNiMltii^ith^ 
bad  approached  within  h^-a-le^^ej.«Ml 
now  anxiously  waited  fiirther  directions- 

NHamete^  who4hiCQsMe4  ^  wett  in.  itJM 
MckotttMB  i>f  lus  Ofdiem,  tfwtjtlie  %:<«}||i. 
'irme  «dAutiM  intai  the  digr  1»y4'pir^v|Me 
:^p<ntafeii,  wjtiwtit  th*  kasfrsu^ieion  W 
iag^tcitediM  th«>  Tui!ki3h  aoldiaBi  iwAift 
«tiHj)Hiaaiiie4iikili»««rite9u  i  J«.'  ;^;;<l 
a.;;  H  6  To 
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To  gftiii  easier  possession  b£'t\ie  .dts^ 
fUi,  Castriot  dkplaeed  aH  the  sentinels; 
and  filled  their  places  ^tii  his  owtt 
men. 

When  a&  had  been  prepared,  the 
|Kfftoe,  at  the  head  o£  one  band,  and 
Hamesa  and  Moriesea  each  oommandin^ 
ino^r,  threw  oif  their  Turkish  dressai^ 
and  iq^pesored  in  the  garb  of  native  £|^ 
rot^,  the  troops  exdaiming — *<  OiQr 
prince  and  our  oonntry!  We  are  slaves 
ho  longer!    Down  with  the  c^pres^ 

With  shouts  13^6  these  the  patriot 
lifoidf  attacked  the  astonidied  Turks  in, 
eveiy  Erection/ whq^  being  tdcen  by 
surprise,  inade  a  fedbk  resistance;  birt 
whan  tiie  cause  of  the  unusual  damoiir 
became  known^  the  citizais — ^wlien  it 
was  pabMshed,/  that  the  sons  of  Epims 
had  at  kngih  determined  to  diake  off 

the 
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tli^  yoke  c£  oppresaion,  and  were  in  arms 
against  their  tynntS'»-that  the  gevemor 
was  at  their  head,  and  that  governor 
was  th^  native  firinoe^  the  son  of  their 
regretted  monarch,  the  qpark,  of  patriot- 
Ism  quickly  burst  into  a  conflagration, 
and  s»ei2ing  the  first  weapon  that  pre* 
-fiented  itself,  the  citizens,  witii  loud 
aOGlamations,  hastened  to  assist  tiieir 
eoiintrymen  in  the  glorious  work  of  free- 
dom. 

*  » 

Hie  troops  of  Castriot,  inspirited  by 
this  succour,  prosecuted  their  successea 
witii  firesh  ardour;  the  enfeebled  resist- 
ance of  the  enanysocm  ceased,  and  the 
prince  having  dk^tained  the  troops  m 
prisoners  of  war,  permitted  the  Tuikish 
inhalntants  to  depart  unmolested. 

"  Sttdi  was  the  brilliant  success  attend- 
ing  Castriot^s  first  expedition  for  the  de- 
.Uveianoe  and  recovery  of  his  kingdom.. 

The 
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aa»  aliMigttt  ihit  mi  prina^'city  <> 

•!»  might  rtisdiwbl^  iMlpe  BMmyof  due 
•#lUtf  dtiM  wtfuM  ibifew  dM^ilM!lt>le«f 

Bt)t  his,«ethw  «^idl  aaffenA  |1*.  Ibn^ 
!tp  (soii^  hinr;  lii^.det«ni)Jhl«ditQi 

iior  thai,  {iiii|i04«>  K»ii^  Mfm^mn  m 
Croia,  he  proceeded  through  the  9m¥lk 
of  Epirus,  and  dispatched  Hamesa  into 
•^d^piOtiMt  c£  iXkt%,  %o  i^ggpme  ^i|r  in- 
JMbikants  of  the'  sttrreDdc*  <^  the  mvUtjh 
.pcdw^  iwidttf  fltiwijiatetltein  toialiferMp 
•i^tdB  agaiMt  tbeirN  tynwte,  Aid  aMoii; 
liiieuf  iight».4*  fteoiMii  flgahirt.  fh»4lalv^ 

From  Croia,  Castriot  taarched  against 
Pff^tdJa^  thc-g«n»ldn  6f  «hich^  jfem^ed 
^.1^  fiite  inC  tlte  capitel^:  yltddMl  tt>  tli» 
inttee.iat  iChe.fint.tiMmntai. .  Jbifii^ 
e .  iw  taken 
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»nr)jtteaautibM  for  ite  ddBmce^ltbi^ 

vftb  ^Maellikaa,  JUfitiiuliiwd  <m  tke  tone 
termffwiniLben  giaated  tto.CroiL  «ifl 
Peteelia, 

AH  the  fortified  towns  of  less  conse- 
quence followed  the  example  of  the 
principal  dties,  and  in  a  few  days  the 
Mapdard  of  Castriot  waved  from  the 
walls  of  every  tower  and  fort  in  Epirus; 
«nd  such  was  the  devotion  of  the  inha- 
bitants to  his  cause^  that  (the  peasantry 
flocked  fix>in  every  comer  of  the  king- 
dom  to  rally  around  the  banner  of  their 
prince. 

Thus,  in  a  very  short  space,  Castriot 
recovered  the  kingdom  of  his  ancestors, 
which  had  so  long  groaned  under  the 
Turkish  yoke.  The  triumph  of  bravery 
and  patriotism  over  tyranny  was  com- 
plete :  a  prince  and  people  co-operating 

heartily 
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heartily  and  unanimously  in  the  mei^ 
glorious  work,  presented  a  harrier  not 
easily  surmounted  by  the  shvecr  of  dea* 
{K]^ism  or  the  minions  of  tyranny. 


CHAP. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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CHAPTER  vni. 


When  by  and  by  the  dio  of  war  'gao  pierce 
His  ready  sense/' 

The  authority  of  Castriot  was  now  so 
ftmly  estaUidied  in  Epirus^  that  the 
whcle  Jdngdom  praKsted  (me  oontiiuia^ 
aome  of  happy  tianquiUity«  No  longet 
BOW  m^^fead  of  their  tymnts,  the  hhet^ 
aled  peasants  returned  to  the  laboiirB  of 
agriculture  with  confid^it  alacrity.  Hap- 
py in  the  prospect  of  gatibering  theiruits 
x)f  their  toil,  they  cheerfully  laboured  in 
eommitting  the  seed  to  the  bcQom  of  the 
earth;  and  while  they  looked  rounds  an4 
beheld  the  happy  change  which  had 

tak^ 
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taken  place  in  their  once-wretched  coun* 
try,  the  name  of  Castriot  was  echoed 
with  blessings  from  every  lip,  and  their 
children  were  taught  to  lisp  th^  praises 
of  their  sovereign  and  deliverer. 
,?  '  '  -  '  '  > 
The  rage  of  Amurath  was  unbounded 
when  the  governor  of  Croia  returned, 
bringing  the  Bew#  ef  the  escape  of  the 
prince  of  «Epirus,  and  the  r^dlt  ef  that 
kingdom,  which  he  had  learnt  before  he 
passed  the  frontiers  of  Amathia. 

Thu-tiyng^  warn  yvmi'  lia  mm 

II^IinI  ClistrUit^  (OMlliikifMlibm  oobw> 
Wfmmi  btft  Iw  twM  ait  pmkit  mm/' 
IpeKM  ^  dOMMit'  Mnwif  M4ft  ttliiNli% 
4bie6  19m  «noMtMB  of  littiriMhM  and  tiw 
Hwagmkm  ^MO^  kiiii  to  dSmot  hi$ 
^iMiltt^Wiae  to  dMt  ^KtMr,  ««  hi  treiw- 

.  ■••  .    •..;  ..w  .    .?.J 

«  Availing 
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;v;epii^eBts,  Wiich  hp  ggsjgq^  .to  f/f/^r 
neses,  Hamesa,  and  JJft^jff)^ 

ifiSf^g  w»  fiB4.  rfiwjitiflg^fs  way 

Antod  Indk'WiiptelaM  kk  iftvschvBoe  oik 
friacd  iifhew  .jibvbtn  idnocBttea  &b  die 

flte«BM.<iiie  JrfHctiatt'otf  alibis  suijettto. 

.i 
To  exerdse  his  recruits  in  the  duties 
«f .-adthte«ervikie^  be  mkde  reprisab  upon 
Hie  Bfe&gfatminn|f  tiviilmriM  of  Mfloacki* 
Ada,  ft*n  -wh^nee  he  retanwd  laim 
«Mi  lua^^^tiius  enrioiiiagauBfdIkriMM, 
L.  ■.  and 
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and  retaliating  upon  his  enemies.  By 
these  means  his  troops  acquired  mili-^ 
tary  experience^  and  the  armed  force 
of  Epirus  was  soon  in  a  condition  to 
make  a  successful  stand  against  the 
armies  of  the  sultan*^ 

While  the  thoughts  of  Castriot  were 
occupied  in  the  operations  of  war,  he 
had  little  leisure  for  the  feelings  of  love^ 
which  had  filled  his  soul  at  the  time  of 
his  short  acquaintance  with  Zemyra;  her 
remembrance  continually  lived  in  th^ 
c^sessesof  hiifaenrt,  but  theunioaioBd^ 
ibrevents  wMch  had  happeMd  lo  Umi 
since  hiff  departure  fima  Asia  liad  «bm^ 
thered^  though  not  quendied»  tiie  flafme 
which  the  fair  eaptive  had  kilidlBd  ia 
his  breast 

,  In  the  momenta  <^  leisure  which  tbe 
peace  of  his  kingdom  now  penhiited,  be 
.wandered  and  dwelt  on  the  bright  viaum. 
whidi  had  risen  to  his  enraptured  ga», 

and 
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imd  yanished  from  his  sight  he  feared  for 

like  a  rapid  stream,  impeded  in  its 
course,  when  the  torrent  sleeps  in  decrit- 
ful  silence,  till  the  accumulated  waves 
surmount  the  banier  with  a  force  in« 
creased  by  the  obstacle,  it  descends  with 
redoubled  violence,  and  sweeps  before  it 
all  opposition,  the  love  of  Castriot  re* 
turned  with  greater  vehemence,  and  the 
flame  was  augmented  and  fanned  by  the 
absence  of  tiie  beloved  object.  Fair  and 
lovely  as  she  was,  his  warm  imagination 
arrayed  her  in  new  beauties,  and. in  si^ 
knee  he  wor^pped  the  ddty  of  his  ido- 
latry^ 

But  this  distant  adoration  was  ill  suit- 
ed to  the  ardour  of  the  enamoured  prince; 
\ie  lomged  once  more  to  behold  the  oIk 
ject  of  his  affections — the  subject  of  his 
daily  meditations.  He  became  abstract* 
ed  and  thoughtful,  revolving  on  a  thou** 

san4 
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at  Venice,  to  which  place  she  had  sailed 
from.  Mondania. 

-  1*H  fifeKiife^  Abtfidw  <36pmi'm  Witfii 
6irf?ffl'sdbsmgtti^  si*ret  df  hi^alrtecMtelit; 
itm ibim  h'd  Mt ^ch'ast^oi^^^^tig'i 
Hitit^  mt  Hfe  i«ejecfea  the  thbfigfit  fiii 
itajrtly,  dUd'  di^tehniiifed'  to  ihike  rf'  tfou? 
tb'tliacdftsif  df  t^fe  kihgdorii;  atid'  J^WiW 
drie  6{  th'g  neaii^M  pdrts  sSU*  to  V'eHit*^ 
arid  eiidyitdtirtfifert  to  galhi  t^in^  df-fti^ 
fcfclb^^tobjtkf  (rfhi^  unexfiflgtiiiHi^ldv^: 

•  For  this  jditttley-  Hfe  ^sHriiA^iig  pi^^ 
piBfa^KMi^;  ivben  1x6  wa^-  cdmpdled-  to  set 
aside  all  thoughts  of  putting  his  de^igiri 
into  execution,  by  information  having 
l^^AttdMihthartfiVniuiittivi^aspife^atfag 
an  itrirtierisfe  fbifce,  ^WtK-rf  d^eirrtlin^dif 
to  reduce  thef  .Whbld  kirigabrii,  ahd.  td 
punish  tJie  pKncfr'aHfl  hisr  subjetJti*^\i«%'h'- 
tht^  eicetriplarjr  vengeaftcd' due  td  sticK 
^bd^tioiii^-tiraitots. 

The 
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'  'Hb  cAianuHd  cff  thitf  ard^  ««  giteli 
w.  BOf,  dtnr  of'  the  mttst  «i9»ii»iaB4 
generals  in  the  Turkish  service.  IC  oov^ 
sisted  of  forty  thousand  select  troops,  as 
ifn  MUtn  1^  Tmdk^  tHit  nMJbing 
^riid<  be  (MMfUiid-  Urtt  titkiM:  MHMbttf* 
(» fli«  fiuWM*  tff  tte  «ikp«<ftlloii. 

'  'te«i^I>oi#««fifl^pd#eHUM^»(ftb^fig 
quickly  spread  through  Epirus,- 1^1961^ 
the  inhabitants  into  the  greatest  conster- 
MSm ;  ^k^  smimilfMtd  1R>t!btfi^  fess 

INft^  A  Tmiiwi.^  ^  tte  despbti^fi  fusA 

Whibik- lAll»'bfif^A5|i  of  tiidr  ]N4tie«  )Mi  M 

tM&OA^  of  gf)»t«-  «MilMi^«»  fthn  th^ 
iMd*  eteif  yjM!  d)^p«l4fe«98iii 

.       -        '     .-  ■         -^ 

^  r^O^  <ff  tb6!  ffiigh^  fBliiy  wbkk 
#EM^d«i¥tl»eiil«boVte»t«^tei  hiftkii%iMi 
te  Fais^  Th^^MTe  <^  ms!  fbmieir  duft. 
^ftsesi  hii4  giihiid'  hifo  a  gt^Kt-mlffitie^  cif 
ii&l^1i^i»  l60ug)K  if)  tfc^  iitfp6t<i6iM 

duty 
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duty  to  assist  in  defending  a  Clunstian 
prince  agmnst  the  sworn  foe  to  their  re* 
ligion. 

The  Italian  states^  and  particularly 
the  pope  and  the  Venetian  republic^  aa» 
sisted  him  with  laige, supplies,  so  that 
his  own  force,  and  that  of  his  allies,  com- 
posed a  strong  body  of  well  aj^inted 
troops. 

Having  garrisoned  his  fortified  towns» 
he  marched  against  the  formidable  army 
of  Haly,  whose  Coming  he  awaited  on 
the  frontierB,  where  he  encamped  in  a  de* 
divlty  having  a  thick  wood  in  his  rear, 
in  which  he  placed  an  ambush  of  three 
thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Hamesa  and  Musachi,  a  brave  gmeral, 
with  orders  to  remain  concealed  until 
they  should  perceive  the  armies  engaged 
in  the  heat  of  battle,  while  he  himself  in 
the  centre,  with  Uracontesdukeof  Ara« 
bracia  in  the  left  win^  and  Moneses  in 

.the 
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the  laf^  appeared  m  ihe  <^ii  field 
s^7  to  eii|pige  the  focoes  of  die  ba* 

Seaniel7  bad  these  jiidk»oii$  disposi- 
tiom  been  made,  inrben  tbe  i^rangwvrd  qf 
ifafy'e  urmjr  appeared  e9t«xH%  the  ex- 
(treoHty  cf  iheTaUey.  ^hcfir  approacti 
was  avmctfUQoed'by  the  }9vd  shouts  €f 
Hie  8(ddient»  ilie  blmt  ^  tcuippets^  the 
cbtteiing  of  c^mbii^  i9%d  the  rolling 
afthe.echmi^drttmf,  while  the  splen- 
dour trf"  their  owurtiai  htabi^inents,  their 
ailken  ImmeKS  nmring  iiii  the  gentle 
hreeae,  and  (their  polished  arms  reflect- 
ing die  hkaing  effU^fenee  of  the  aetting 
sun  m  lie  Slink  behind  the  ni^tSd  moun- 
taiiis  of  AUianiat  seemed  to  proclaim  the 
ti:MS»i|)lial  return  of 'a  victoric^^  host, 
rich  with  the  spoils  of  a  conquered  coun- 
try, rather  than  of  an  army  marching 
into  aJKstile  teititory,  and  about  to  en- 
gage a  resohtte  and  experienced  enemy. 

TOL.  I.  I  The 
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^  The  rising;  beams  of  the  moimif  had 
^scarcely  dispelled  the  TSpours  of  the 
mountains,  when  the  clanging  trumpets 
sounded  the  battle-charge  to  either  army. 
The  Turkish  genkrA,  despntig  the  com- 
paratively small  number  of  Castriofs 
forces,  feared  nothing  but  liie  ^dieieiis 
order  in  which  they  were  drawn  up.:  to 
break  it,  he  detached  a  small  body  .of  ca- 
valry, and  commanded  them  to  tetire 
after  the  first  attack,  hoping,  fey  this 
feint,  to  draw  the  prince's  army  from  its 
iadvantageous  position,  and  by  throwing 
it  into  conftision/ gain  an  easy  victory. 
But  in  this  expectation  he  was  disap- 
pointed, for  Castriot,  p^ceiving  the  ene- 
my'i^  design,  strictly  forba4e  his  troops  to 
move  from  their  ranks,  till  the  collected 
force  of  the  Turics  sbould  be  brought 
against  them. 

Haly,  perceiving  that  his  stratagem  bad 
failed,  ordered  the  wb<rie  army  io  advance 
to  the  charge.  His  command  was  obeyed 

:   .    with 
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wUhpcomptitudeiiiidAlacrity;  Fieit^Iy 
raged  the  battle  on  every  aide ;  but  in 
the  centre^  where  the  chosen  troops  of 
Cartriot,  the  hardy  Albaniutf  ,  were  op- 
posed to  the  jamzariw  of  Haly»  lb9 
wwk  of  destruction  n^ed  with  rt- 
doubled  fiify. 

Here  finr  a  moment  the  lintHne  of 
Castriot  seemed  to  be  at  a  stand;:  the 
presence  of  the  bashaw  animating  bis 
men  to  extraordinary  acts  of  bravery, 
and  even  the  vaknirc^the  Epirot  prince, 
who  with  his  sword-arm  bafe  directed 
the  thunder  of  the.  baittle^  coidd  not 
compel  this  firm  phpdanx  to  give  ]vay. 

Just  at  this  crisis^  when  victory  seem- 
ed to  hover  over  the  amiies  with  doubt- 
ful wings^  the  genius  of  Castriot  again 
triumphed,  The  ambuscade  command- 
ed by  Harness  rushed  from  the  wood 
with  loud  acclamation^  and*  fell  upon 
1 2  the 
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tlie  left  wiftg  of  Hie  enemy  WMiMtttlesi 
impetnoskyi 

Astonished  at  this  «inexpeeted«tlac&> 
the  Turkk  helieved  that  a  fresh  «my 
y/^hs  ftnrved  to  the  assistance  of  theor 
adversaries,  and,  impressed  ^'vvtb  the 
thought  that  all  resistance  would  be 
vaih,  they  histantly  gave  way  in  a&  di- 
rections, and  retreated  in  the  greatest 
confusion. 

Seeing  all  was  ii^evooably  lost,  Haly 
sought  his  own  safety  in  ffight,  and  re- 
turned witti  the  poor  rcmnant  of  his 
mighty  army  to  Admnople^  whe*e  Uie 
sultan,  enraged  at  his  failure,  upbraided 
him  with  cowardice,  and  degraded  him 
from  his  command.  But  after  the  heat 
of  passion  was  past,  reflecting  that  the 
fidelity  and  bravery  of  Haly  had  been 
apparent  in  former  battles,  and  having 
proved  him  to  be  an  experienoed  gene- 
ral, 
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nl^  he  nnsteted  the  1mb«r  ioJhtU  farr 
mernflSeeited  digmtiei 

This  signal. vidwy  left  C4rtn»e  i» 
possession  of  the  enemy's  tents  and  bag- 
gage; two  thousand  prisomrtaad  twenty- 
four  standards  attested  the  superiority  of 
t^e  few  patriotic  Epirots  ovi^  the  Turkr 
id)  myriads. 

Having  pursued  the  fugkive  Turks 
&r  into  Maoedcmia,  he  returned  rich  in 
the  plunder  of  his  boasting  enemieQ,  and 
made  hit  trimnphaat  entry  into  the  ca- 
]ital  iH  his  emancipated  kingd(»n  ainidat 
theraptttious  aodamationa  of  his  joyftd 
subject  who  hailed  him  by  the  well- 
merited  appellations  of  Champiai  of 
FSreedom^  and  Saviour  of  Epirus. 

The  niisfortunesof  Amiirathsttoceeded  < 
each  other  so  mpidly,  he  having  receiv- 
ed intelligenGe  of  fresh  viefdries  gained 
by  tiie  Hnngarians,  thattiieyihrew  th^ 
X  8  imperious 
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ifsperiou*  woMVch  into  a.gkxmiy  de% 
spondence,  and  he*  was  ready. to  teimi* 
nate,  by  suicide,  tliat  existence  which 
he  fottiid  almost  intopportable. 

'  Accustomed  to  almost  continual  sue* 
cesses,  his  haughty  spirit  was  indignant 
sit  the  reverse  of  fc^Uine^  and  in  the  btt^ 
terness  of  his  soul  he  invoked  the  terri- 
ble Azrael,  the  angel  of  death,  to  seize 
his  troubled  soul. 

Fit)mthe99  melaneholy  though^  tt» 
was  diviifted  by  the.  vizier,  who  .pen* 
««iaded  him,  with  much  diffieiiHy,  to 
se^  peace  yfkh  Vladislaus,  as  he  then 
would  be  at  liberty'  to  ^nploy  his  fim^es 
against  Caramania^  whose  sultan  was 
again  in  sra^^  and  had  attacked  his  do- 
minions on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Bospho- 
ri>s.  The  vizier  also  added,  that  haHng 
rebelled  the  in  vasixm  of  the  Garamaniaa 
Iwing^Iiemi^haya  an  ^pportunitgr.of 
'^[^faastising  Inp^iBDH  tbe^iB^ptoee.of  the 
*    ..*   ....  o  :  traitor 


d  by  Google 


I99AK]^«Ri  174 

tndtor  Castriot,  whose  audacity  would 
be  unfimited  till  checked  by  his  power- 
fill  ann. 

These  considerations,  but  particularly 
the  latter,  at  length  convinced  the  proud 
sultan  that  his  arrogance  must  bend  to 
bis  policy;  and  he  accordingly  dispatch* 
ed  ambassadors  to  the  court  of  Buda, 
where,  by  the  media^on  of  George, 
prince  of  Servia,  Amuiath's ,  fath^-in- 
law,  peace  was  oonduded  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  and  ratified  by  Vli^dislaus, 
who  swore  upon  the  Evangelists,  and  by 
Amurath^. whose  sincerity  was  attested 
!     by  the^sacred  Koran. 


1 4  CHAP. 
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CHAi»tEll  IX. 


"^  Yoo  know  me  m^l, '  and  herein  spend  but  tim^ 
To  winct  about  ray  late  witli  oircHisfllanee ; 
And  ott  of  doubt,  fom  do  tte  Aow  mote  wron^ 
Ii>  mabitt^  ()ii^ttioik  ef  my  lUtlBmioMy 
TbfiBif^ottiiadmadf  iRTCUrtfeofallJIltoTO;''  .    ^ 

TRAKQtJiLLlTV  was  agaift  restored  tc* 
Epirus;  but  her  prince  cbt(]d  not  parti- 
cipate in  that  peace  which  he  had  given 
to  his  country.  Unoccupied  by  the  toils 
of  war,  or  by  precautions  for  the  safety' 
of  his  kingdom,  all  his  former  tenderness 
revived.  That  love  which  was  his  com- 
panion  amidst  the  battle's  fiercest  rage» 
and  stimulated  him  to  unparalleled  acts 
of  bravery,  in  his  moments  of  retirement 

from 
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from  puUic  btmnesa  reigned  al^solute 
master  of  his  soul,  and  subjected  the 
prince  on  >ivhom  the  collected  power  of 
the  race  of  Othman  was  gaged  in  vain 
to  ita  unoontroBed  dominion. 

The  design  which  hf^  entertsdned  be* 
fore  the  invasion  of  Epirus  by  Haly  now 
recurred  to  him^  and  he  resolved  to  avail 
himself  of  the  tilanquil  state  of  his  king? 
dom  to  put  it  into  execution.  For  thi^ 
purpose  he  informed  Hamesa  and  Mo4 
neses,  to  whom  he  resorted  for  advic^ 
that  he  was:  abotit  to.  make  a  touif 
through  the,  maritime  parts  of  his  domi^ 
nions,  and  inspect  the  fortifications  along 
the  coast,  recommending  the  care  of  the 
kingdom  to  them  in  his  absence,  an4 
directing  them  to  apprise  Mm  of  an^ 
events  of  moment  which  might  trans^ire^ 
by  addressing  letter$^  for  him  to  the^  go^ 
vemor  of  Dura^zo,  whiqh  he  itiforme^ 
them  he  j»bould  m^ke  his  prinpa{)alra5|is 
1 5  dence- 
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dence  cluring  his  absence 'ifroin  the  e6pi-V 


tftl. 


•  The  evening  previous  to  the  day  which 
Castriot  had  fixed  for  his^eparture^  wiiilef 
he  was  making  preparations  for  his  jour- 
ney, he  was  informedby  an  attendant  that 
it  countryman  demanded  a  private  kndu 
ence,  on  which  he  command^  him  ta 
be  admitted,  when  an  Albanian  peasant 
appeared,  and  looking  round  tp  assure 
himself  <)f  their  privacy,  he  threw  off  the 
ilouehed  hat  which  concealed  his  &a* 
tures,  and  exclaimcfd-— *^  Is  Alexis  for. 
gotten  by  Iskander,  or  rather  by  the 
kingofEpirusr 

The  prince  gazed  for  a  moment  on  the 
well-known  lineaments,  and  rushed  into 
Qie  arms  which  were  extended  to  em. 
brace  him,  crying-^"  Can  Alexis  enter- 
tain.: such  an  opinion  of  his  friend? 
Keyer  shall  T  forget  the  brother  ef  my 
80ul!    But  by  what  unlooked-for  event 

art 
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art  tbou  here  in  safety-^thou  whom  I 
IcRig  since  mourned  as  sacrificed  by  the 
yetigeance.  of  Amurath  for  thy  love  to 
thy  friend?" 

''  My  tale  is  shc»rt»''  replied  Alexis. 
^rAfter  that  fatal  day  when  your  timely 
iaterpositioa  rescued  me  from  the  dme* 
Un  of  my  foes»  our  friendship  was  pub* 
lidy  known.  You  well  know,  when  you 
kft  Aiintolia'  with  Hapnanzah^  duty  pre- 
TOUted  me  from:  foUowing  you.  The 
afffooe  you  had  g^ven  to  the  proud  laxis 
was.  not  foq^tan  by  him;  he  had  found 
meaos  to  misrepre^t  your  actions  to 
^  sifltaiiy  and  further  misdiief .  was 
jetted  agaii^t  yqu.  In  the  mean  while^ 
he  devised  meana  to  eniniare  me>  whom 
)k  hated  for  my  friendship  jto  you ;  but 
a^lhia.attenjpts  &iled,  until  the  intelli- 
gence of  your  escape  after  the  battle  of 
Mount  HiemuSy  and  your  subsequent 
assertion  of  the  independence  of  your 
Idngdom,  arrived  at  Frusa,  when  the 
revengefril  pacha  arrested  me  as  a  secret 
1 6  accomplice 
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accomt>Kce  in  the  scheme,  andtkr^W nm 
into  a  dungeon  until  the  {iICttMre  ci 
Aitturath  should  be  known.  W^  kmw-^ 
ing  I  had  little  to  hope  from  the  juibtice 
of  that  enf*aged  monarch,  by  eomiptihg 
my  guatds  I  escaped  to  CmMtantinople. 
My  heart  beat  ^th  joy  on  entering  my 
native  city;  but  I  found  that  ill^ted  «M^ 
pire  hastening  fast  to  rttkh  MyMlyiBt^ 
.  tiving  brotfitt  andwy  aged'iktiber  wew> 
slain  by  a  turbulent  ^M^on  white  deffend* 
ing  the  person  of  the  etnperer  from  %h# 
attacks  of  the  t^beHiotiii  mob,  aDd  titaf 
weak  sorereign  wtA  xMnble  t»  tttcM  tM 
taiy  protection  or  cMntiBfnanoe^.  ^  aomr 
found  l^at  my  nMive  dty  wtts  no  hiomn 
for  me :  my  thougbt^  tntn^d  kx^jtmi  e# 
whbse^rilHant  success  &the  ihadte  mdk 
astonishing  repoit;  and  s^t  eMcoahteiw 
ing  various  fortune,  and  snrmountitig 
innumerable  obstacles,  I  at  length  have 
arrived  and  found  my  friend  a  sdvereign» 
adored  by  his  people,  and  happy  as  bi§  . 
estimable  qnaliticsiaeseiYe.'* 

«Let 
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^^  LA  itiy  joy  tt  seek^  you^**  said  the 
pmoe^  '*  Bjfesk  your  ivdocmie.  Make 
Epinis  )nwr  faemeb  my  friend,"  continued 
he,  **  and  deprived  as  we  are  of  our  natural 
QMaenon^  let  m  be  more  than  bro- 
thm  to  eadt  oth^.*" 

''  You  aee  itow  a  aoTere^n,!*  replied 
AkfsOM :  *'  the.  friendahip  commenoed  in 
humbler  life  may  not  be  proper  :to  be 
continued  between  the  titled  potentate 
<lf  fitmia  and  the  exiled  Alexis;' 

'^  Peridh  audi  i&tincttona  r*  wiffmly. 
tmtfti^d  the  {Hriaoe^— ^'  true  frieaktehip^ 
riiiiiiiiin>a  ibfen;  «id  her%  hfefpre  y$»[  holy) 
xymhAi  1vkicb!ycKO  elmya  reverence^ 
and  whtch  I  Imve  been  lately  broi^ht 
happilf  to  ad&nowledge^  let  us  vow  that, 
Ae  ftiendsktp  wfaieh  bewail  in  youth. 
shaH  only  oease  with  the  hiteU  mlxne^to 
afoureriistmise." 

The  MfW  was  mutually  protiousitiedU 
and  riang.fieDni  the  kneeling  posture  ia 
wfaftdi  it  had  been  vMe,  the  pHnon 
said  to  Aiem^'"^  You  must  need.  r0^ 

fre^ment 
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fresbmeiit  end  repose,  which  I  i^hallr leave 
you  to  enjoy ;  and  remember,  in  my  pa* 
lace  you  are  under  your  own  roof.** 

So  saying,  Castriot  left  the  apartment^' 
and  having  ordered  his '  attendants  to 
administer  to  the  wanti^  of  his  guest,  he 
retired  to  his  chamber,  rejoiced  at^l^e 
aarri val  of  his  fKend  and  companion. 

The  Mrarm  friendship  which  6xisie& 
between  Castriot  and  Akicis  had  com- 
menced with  the  fUilowing  ev^nt  Whoa. 
Castriot  had  left  the  peaoeftil  aiMode  <Gifi 
the  venerable  Albansxxiab,  and  littd«)-. 
gaged  in  the  actiVe  exploits^  of  war,  he 
one  day  saw  three  Turkidb  spahis  futi- 
busly  assaulting  a  youth,  who,  with  hi«' 
back  placed  against  a  tree,  with  deter- 
mined bravery  parried  their  fierce  as*) 
saults.    He  hastily  rode"  up  to  the  sp6t, 
and  upbraided  them  with  cb\TlBnli«e  in. 
maintaining  such  an  une^id  coni^'; 
then  throwing  them  a  purse  of  zeohiits,. 

/  bade 
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bade  tbaoi  put  up  their  dastardly  wea? 
pons,  and  infwined  the  brave  young 
man  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  depart 

This  Alexis  (for  he  was  the  gallant 
youth)  decUnedy  saying  the  whole  party 
to  which  he  had  belonged  had  been  slaii^ 
or  taken  prisoners,  and  that  it  would  be 
io^possible  for  him  to  r^^ain  the  cityj 
he  therefore  preferred  surrendering  his 
sw<»d  to  his  deliverer,  as  from  his  lat^. 
noUe  behaviour  he  doubted  not  h^ 
ihould  exjperience  such  treatmmt  as  was 
due  from  one  seedier  to  another,  whom 
the  chance  of  war  had  thrown  into  his 
power, 

Castriot  bade  him  resume  his  sword, 
at  the  same  time  assuring  him  of  his 
proteotion,  and  invited  him  to  accom^ 
pany  him  to  the  bashaw  Ilamanzabr 
when  that  general  expressed  his  satis^ 
£M2tion,  and  warmly  applauded  the  bra- 
very 
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t^ery  of  Alexis,  and  highly  oommdtlded 
tiie  generosity  of  Castriot. 

From  that  period  a  warm  fri^idship 
subsisted  between  Castriot  and  Alexis, 
whose  similarity  of  years  and  nobility 
of  disposition  interested  that  ardenf 
young  man  in  his  welfare.  The  more 
prudent  mind  of  Alexis  was  well  cal*^ 
culated  occasionally  to  correct  the  ex- 
iiberant  warmth  of  Castriof  s  disposition, 
while  the  thoughtful  moments  of  Alexis 
were  enlivened  by  the  gaiety  of  hid 
friend. 

With  this  atti^ction  in  the  Turkish 
^my,  and  from  having  heard  of  the 
dissensions  which  were  carried  to  a  dread- 
ful  height  between  the  contenfing  fac- 
tions in  his  native  city,  whence  he  him- 
self had  been  driven  by  the  power  of 
party,  he  chose  rather  to  remain  with 
his  friend,  and  aot  as  a  volunteer  in  -the 

Turkish 
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Torkkfa  service,  in  the  campaign  which 
was  then  canying  on  against  the  sultan 
^f  Caiamaniii. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


,  "  If  you  knew  to  whom  you  shew  this  honour. 
How  trae  a  gcntlemaD  you  sen(|  relief, 
I  know  you  would  be  prouder  of  the  work 
Than  customary  bounty  Can  enforce  you.^' 

On  the  following  morning  Ca$triot  itxr* 
formed  Alexis  of  the  purposed  journey, 
which  he  intended  to  tommence  that 
day,  when  his  friend  'instantly  declared 
his  readiness  to  accompany  him. 

"  I  thank  you  most  heartily ,*•  said  the 
prince.  "  The  dress  you  last  night  wore 
will  be  suitable  to  our  purpose.  I  hare 
procured  another  similar  to  it;  and  that 

garb 
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gajrb  mH pr^vieittwe fc6m boDg-vecog^ 
nized,  and  permit  me  to  peifotm  nr^ 
journey  unencumbered  by  the  pomp  of 
loyalty." 

Bidding  firoweU  to  Hamea  and  Mo;- 
neses,  -with,  the  eailiest  beams  of  the 
morning  the  two  travellers  pursued  their 
journey,  mounted  on  horses  whose 
drudge-like  appearance  was  in  pesfeef; 
harmony  with  the  coarse  garb  of  their 
riders. 

Through  a  smiling  country,  with^in^ 
haVitantfi  whose  ^heeriiil  countenances 
prodahified  thdir  happiness,  the  prinos 
and  Alexis  arrived  at  Duxazzo.  There, 
having  obtained  an  audi6noe  of  the  go- 
vernor, he  discovered  himself,  and  in-^ 
forsded  him  that  he  was  on  his  route  to 
Venice,  to  which  place  his  departure 
must  be  kept  a  secret,  and  that  he  should 
return  from  thence  in  a  short  period; 
iuid  commanded  him  to  fake  char^ 

of 


d  by  Google 


188 

«f  angr  dispatelies  vh&eh  ^ofilgbt  amvc 
from  tiie  capitdL 

The  governor  received  these  instruct 
tibns  with  respectful  obedience;  and  the 
fdnoa  floid  his  ooropanion  having  again 
changed  theiF  dresses  for  those  of  V ene- 
t»a  meidiants,  repaired  witSiout  deky 
on  hoard  a  ship  which  tras  thoti  oom- 
pleting  its  kding  for  Yenke. 

The  third  day  after  their  departure 
from  Dtirazzo,  the  isles  of  Venice  emer- 
ged to  the  view  of  the  tiftvigator»,  as  it 
vrac€i»Hnthebosimi<>fthe^<>ceaii.  tf^ 
emporium  of  the  merchandize  of  ilurope 
appeared  to  float,  as  it  were/  upon  the 
waves  of  the  blue  Adriaftic.  A  forest  of 
masts  was  interspersed  with  the  spires  of 
tehurdaies  and  monasteries,  the  rooft  of 
mercantile  edifices,  and  the  gilded  domes 
of  palaces,  while  the  busy  sons  ot  com- 
znerce,  fitcm  a  hundred  different  nations^ 
thronged  the  quays,  atad  the  soun^  of 

a  hundred 
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almndred  languages  mingled  te  Jtraage 
oonfnsiiin. 

On  landing  liiey  re^aind  to  on  inn, 
aiteated  on  one  of  the  piinci)pal<]nay% 
whidi  idle  prinoe  intended  to  make:Uft 
residenoe  during  his  stay  in  Venice. 

.  The  feekii^  of  ddicacy  winoli  CAft- 
triot  posvKMd  had  prevented  faim  ^cm 
disdnsing  to  Insinend  the  object<3i  im 
joumey ;  and  as  he  nfp^BgeA  always  te 
mM  any  ooni^enMrtidn  ^  the  subject; 
iMeucis  &sAatq  to  nention  it 

^<  I  must  trespass  fiivther  on  your 
#iepMMiip»*'  said  Castriot  one  day  to  his 
«>mpaoiQii,  **  as  I  easmot  ye^  inform  yon 
-wtmA  has  hrau^  me  hither.  I  go  now 
to  in&sk  to  aeeomplish  the  purpose  of  my 
joisraey.'' 

^  I  entraat,"  Alexis  replied)  "*  that 
youwjdl  use  my  services  ^  you  deem 
beat;  when  my  time  Ss^unooeupied  by 

you, 
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goMameF-wingpd  pens  yviik  vrbcm  Hie 
#ctionft  ^  the  Ernst  have  ipaopled  tte 
vegibiis  of  tbfe  air. 

^e  dudiess  'was  suifnrked  at  tbe 
^Mtiful  figuie  4viiidi  slxxxl  befora  her 
M  a  9ieiidbftiy^;  j^nd  us  iie  ierinced  «n- 
deitt  ignm^tnee  of  tbe  oonmiodities  lie 
displayed,  she  was  led  to  suspect  that 
^  was  a  men^bettit  Mily  ia  jetsterior!  ap- 
-peaFanee. 

Tbe  livaiy  Ij^cfkon  •ww.too'inddi  oe- 
cupied  with  th^  display  of  the  gay  pa- 
raphernalia before  her,  to  notice  the  con- 
fusion whidbn^peaied  mbst  visiiile  in 
the  faoes  «f  ttie  dudiess  and  tibe.  |ii9- 
tended  im«chaiit,  whose  eym  faatinqg 
met  each  ofiiev,  had  cauised  <2ie  Uood  to 
ni^  into  their  jchediaA.  .  Their  evobuh 
rassmmt  was  rdiered  by  fefae.dirpartinie 
of  that  viTaeiovBi  lady,  whose^  attantion 
was  called  to  the  balecmyy  which,  .in»i 
an  adjoining  apartment,  commanded  ;a 

view 
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view  of  the  crowded  Riatto,  w;here  a 
wandering  Savoyard  had  collected  a 
crowd  by  the  strains  of  his  guitar,  which 
he  accompanied  with  a  sweet  and  har- 
monious voice. 

Castriot  gladly  seized  the  opportlinity 
to  address  the  duchess.—"  Fair  lady, 
pardon  this  bold  intrusicm.  Your  ex* 
pressive  looks  inform  me  that  you  sus- 
pect I  am  here  in  disguise." 

Greatly  astonished,  Mardana  replied 
— "  Who  or  what  are  you,  that  you 
thus  dare  intrude  into  the  recesses  of 
this  palace  ?  For  what  purpose  are  you 
here?"  continued  she.  "  Be  assured,  if 
you  do  not  instantly  depart,  I  shall 
alarm  the  guards,  and  your  insolence 
shall  meet  its  just  reward." 

"  Grant  me  one  moment's  patience, 
and  I  shall  quit  your  sight  for  ever,"  an- 
swered  Castriot,  earnestly.  **  Love,  bright 
f  princess,  impelled  me  hither,  lOid  love 
is  the  only  e^sit^nuation  of  my  crime  I 

VOL.  I.  K  can 
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can  pleaid.  I  am  no  merdmnt,  lady,  bat 
a  warrior,  whom  the  power  of  female 
loveliness  has  subdued.  Your  cousin 
Zemyra,  the  princess  of  Ath^is,  rose  to 
my  view  like  a  beauteous  vision;  but 
for  a  short  period  only  were  my  eagar 
eyes  blest  l^  her  beauteous  form.  The 
hard  decrees  of  honour  at  that  time  pre* 
vented  the  possibility  of  pleading  my 
suit,  but  I  have  now  sought  Venioe  in 
the  dear  hope  of  once  more  beholding  the 
idol  of  my  soul,  and  of  being  permitted 
to  pour  out  my  aittent  vows  of  love  and 
constancy  at  her  feef* 

Marciana  scarcely  knew  how  to  ach 
She  was  at  first  prompted  to  call  Leo- 
nora, and  alarm  the  attendants ;  but  her 
cufiosity  to  hear  more  of  this  strange 
adventure  prevailed  over  her  fears,  and 
she  hesitatingly  replied—**  Your  decla- 
ration, signior,  astonishes  me,  and  I  fear 
that  I  shall  deserve  die  reproaches  of  my 
oousin  by  holdiing  ftiitiier  conversation 
with  you:  but  kno^>  4^  the  hope  d 

•  wiedng 
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setting  Zemyn  9t  Vemce  is  vain,  for  she 
is  now  at  Tivoli." 

'^  My.  hopes  4ure  indeed  i^gsun  blasted^ 
93ualAme4t]|einipa6$w>nfid prince.  ''But, 
b^,  pwy  inform  your  lovely  cousin, 
tlmt  tha  \mft»  of  this  cruoifiK,''  display- 
ing her  gift,  wl^h  he  had  always  worn 
moe  they  parted  at  Mondania,  ^  has 
visited  Venlw,  with  the  fond  hop^  of 
fa^boldii^  her.  Fain  would  he  have 
feQow^  her  to  Tlvoli;  but  the  straight 
path  0£  duty  will  not  bend  to  the  iBtri- 
eatP  wanderings  of  love,  and  he  is  oomr 
p^ed  to  tear  himself  hraoe.  The  wanar 
(Bt  wish  of  hifb  heart  is  for  her  continued 
hiippiwss ;  his  days  a^e  brightened  by 
the  prospect  of  being  at  some  future  pe- 
riod enabled  to  appear  before  her  in  his 
pM>p0r  character,  and  of  being  rewarded 
b|r  (the  $m&BBk  of  that  countenance  whose 
image  wwiU  ev^pr  live  in  his  devoted 

.  ^'  09^11^  ionb^k^d  thus  far  in  your 
cause,  I  will  4)ot  «pw  petr^t,"  replied 
I'.M  /.'  K  2  Mardana, 
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Mardana,  who  was  aifected  by  the  pas- 
sionate protestations  of  the  fervent  prince. 
*^  I  will  not  fail  to  deliver  your  message 
to  my  cousin  Zemyxa  on  her  Teturn : 
but  I  must  now  entreat  that  you  will 
depart,  as  our  long  conference  might  be 
noticed  by  the  attendants.** 

"  I  obey,**  said  Castriot»  •*  and  atn 
most  grateful  for  the  goodness  I  have 
experienced.  Lady,  may  your  happi- 
ness be  unbounded ! — ^but  should  it  ever 
be  my  fate  to  know  that  the  frowns  of 
destiny  have  low^ed  upon  you,  or  that 
misfortune  has  visited  your  tranqui}  ha- 
bitation, the  Kinight  of  the  Eagle  will 
never  forget  the  courtesy  of  the  duchess 
Marciana.'' 

Thus  saying  he  departed  with  hte 
merchandize,  and  cm  his  atrivid  at  the 
inn  found  that  Alexis  had  >gbne  into  the 
city  to  view  the  many  objects  of  admii 
ration  which  in  every  istreet  kneei  the 
^es  of  the  curibuJi  traVelleri' "  '  •  •  «- 
^  When 
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When  Alexis  returned,  the  prince  in- 
farmed  him  that  he  intended  to  leave 
Venice,  and  set  out  on  his  return  to 
Epirus  oh  the  ensuing  day,  as  he  had 
completed,  as  fiir  as  possible,  the  busi- 
ness which  had  induced  him  to  visit  the 
dty. 

^*  'Even  as  it  pleases  you,**  replied 
Alexis ;  **  although  I  confess  I  am  ama- 
zed that  you  are  so  soon  about  to  return 
from  the  dty  you  have  been  in  such 
haste  to  arrive  at  These  eccentric  wan- 
derings have  all  the  appearance  of  a 
lover's  vagaries.  But,"  pursued  he,  per- 
ceiving that  Castriot  did  not  appear  in- 
dined  to  dwell  upon  the  subject,  ''  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  divine  your  thoughts, 
but  trust  to  time,  the  revealer  of  secrets, 
fiwr  the  discovery." 

The  dawning  morning  beheld  the 

prince  and  his  fiiend  on  board  a  felucca 

bound  for  Ragusa,  as  there  was  none 

K  3  ready 
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ready  to  sail  for  Durazzso;  and  Castriot's 
heart  a  little  more  at  ease  on  the  gub^ 
jeet  of  his  love,  knowing  tJiat  Zemyra 
was  in  health  and  safety,  and  that  she 
would  be  informed  of  his  constancy,  al- 
lowed his  anxiety  for  llie  state  of  hfe 
kingdom  to  return  in  full  force;  his  im^ 
patience  could  not  brook  the  delay  which 
would  be  occasioned  by  wakiting  fbr  the 
sailing  of  another  yessel. 

Arrived  at  Ragusa,  titke  travellers  txm- 
tinqed  their  route  from  thenCje  across  the 
ragged  mountains  wllich  divide  the  DA- 
i^atian  territories  from  the  nortiiem  dia^ 
tricts  of  Epinis,  and  after  a  toilsoAie 
journey  arrived  at  Crete,  where  they 
found  the  whole  city  in  the  greatest  coft- 
stemation,  the  Turkish  sultan  having 
in  his  absence  ordered  his  troops  to  ra- 
vage the  country,  expecting  to  encoun- 
ter little  oppositicm  fiom  the  EpSrota, 
when  deprived  of  th^  tictorious-tehief. 

Hamesa 
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HwaetNi  md  Mooeses  had  asaembled  all 
the  foree  they  could  oommand,  and 
marched  to  oppose  the  esaemj, 

The  eag^  priooe,  on  learning  thki  un^ 
expected  iatelligeoee,  although  the  night 
was  &r  advanced  when  they  had  arrived 
at  Croia,  &tigued,  with  his  long  journey, 
without  tarrying  longer  than  was  neces- 
sary to  rewme  bis  proper  habiliments, 
and  gird  his  trusty  sabre  to  his  side,  he 
mounted  his  fiery  <^iafger,  which  he  had 
bvou^t  with  him  fiom  Asia,  and,  accom- 
panied  by  Alexis,  who  would  ndt  leave 
his  frigid,  he  immediately  set  out  to 
join  the  army*  . 

*"  Does  it  not  surpiise  you^**  said  Cas- 
triot  to  Akxifl^  <*  thf^  nhhough  my  de- 
partiue  was  unknown  to  any  but  to  Mo- 
neses,  the  governor  of  Dura^zo,  and 
my  cousin,  the  Turkisli  sultan  should 
have  gained  intelligenoe  of  it?" 

**  It  wears  a  suspieiiHis  appeamnce," 
K  4  replied 
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replied  Alexis.  "  The  sudden  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy  on  the  frontier  must 
be  evidently  the  effect  of  treachery/* 

"  I  will  take  instant  measures  to  dis- 
cover  the  traitors,**  exclaimed  the  prince, 
hastily:  *'  my  vengeance  shal}  fall  upon 
them  when  they  are  least  prepared  to 
meet  it*' 

"  This  precipitation,  my  prince,'*  said 
Alexis,  **  would  defeat  your  purpose. 
You  have  as  yet  no  proofs ;  and  although 
the  circumstances  are  strong,  yet  there 
is  still  a  possibility  that  no  treason  does 
exist.  Your  troops  have  taken  the  field 
against  the  invaders,  and  hitherto  you 
have  had  no  cause  to  doubt  the  fidelity 
of  their  leaders.** 

"  Most  truCf  I  never  have,"  replied 
Castriot ;  "  and  Heaven  forbid  I  should! 
Hamesa  has  been  to  me  a  devoted  and 
kind  kinsman,  and  Moneses  a  great  be- 
nefactor, whose  kindness  I  can  never  re- 
pay ;  but  hiis  gloomy  forbidding  manners 
give  him  the  appearance  of  being  conti- 
nually 
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iiually  discontented;  and  instead  of  be- 
holding in  him,,  as  I  would  fidn  do,  a 
person  to  whom  I  could,  as  tamy^fiu 
therms  fiiaid,  unbosom  myself  freely,  he 
always  i^ppears  to  me  still  the  selfish  re- 
vengeful robber  of  Mount  Haemus, 
wrapt  up  in  himself,  and  insulated  from 
sodety.** 

The  giocxny  picture  portrayed  by 
Castriot  of  his  general  was  not  over- 
charged by  the  rancorous  feelings  of  an 
enemy ;  £ur  fiY>m  this,  he  regretted  that 
he  found  it  imposi^ble  to  view  Moneses 
in  a  more  amiable  Ught  While  busied 
in  the.  glorious  work  of  bringing  his 
prince  from  Turkidi  slavery,  and  enve- 
loped in  the  thunderclouds  of  war,  in 
emancipating  his  native  landt^  from  the 
galling  chains  of  tyranny,  the  sombre 
shades  of  his  character  were  scarcely 
visible ;  and  as  the  din  of  battle  was  his 
greatest  delight,  he  was  there  regarded 
as  a  brave  intrepid  general,  solely  de- 
K  5  voted 
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voted  to  tiie  interests  of  iiis  coiifittT. 
But  in  the  mild  sundiiiie  of  peace  the 
gloom  of  his  soul  became  viisiblec  thaagh 
the  gratitude  of  Castriot  had  raised  faitti 
to  one  of  the  most  debated  pests  of  the 
kif^om,  fay  creating  hinlL  duke  of  Al^ 
faania,  and  by  oonfetring  iipbn  him  the 
government  of  that  extensive  ^rovmoe, 
yet  his  selfish  soul  was  not  satisfied,  nor 
did  he  deem  his.  senrices  idequidttly  re- 
warded. 

But  the  true  cause  ci  his  discontent 
WHS,  that  the  unpavaUekd  bravery  of  the 
prince  $o  &r  edipsed  Ids  own  vuk)ur» 
that  he  was  completely  tinown  into  tlie 
shade  by  it  In  thk  he  was  abo  dinp.- 
pointed-*-*the  grand  aeheme,  whieh  dur- 
ing a  long  period  of  years  had  been  the 
object  of'  his  thoughts,  was  re|idl»ed 
totally  abortive.  He  had  hoped  liiat 
Castriot,  bdng  Uwd  under  the  cave  of  a 
learned  dotard,  as  he  aicyretly  temed 
Alhammah*  and  actsmtamed  to  Turkkli 

luxury. 
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luxury,  would  lie  an  instrurment  just 
suited  to  his  purpose,  around  whoee  stan- 
dard, as  a  prinoe  of  tbeir  ancient  roysi 
line,  the  Epirots  would  rally  and  shake 
off  the  Tnrldsh  yoke,  and  who,  when 
he  had  seated  him  on  th^  ttoone,  would 
be  implidtly  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
be  merely  the  nominal  sovereign,  while 
the  power  and  funoticms  of  royaky 
should  be  vested  in  his  own  hands. 

The  firmness  displayed  by  Gastriot  in 
refudng  to  acoode  to  the  deadi  of  Ka* 
rem4»ey's  efifiendi  was  the  first  time  that 
Moneaes  had  aeaMn  Mo  fear,  from  titat 
decisioii  isf  dniaoter  wfaidi  beti^n  evin- 
ced, that  lie  should  not  find  him  so  con* 
kmaxag  and  jdiable  m  he  had  hoped: 
but  when  he  behdd  him  on  the  throne 
of  his  fathers,  wielding  the  sceptre  at  his 
early  age  twith  the  pradenee  and  judg- 
ment of  an  mqmarieneed  monaroh,  and 
pimriding  for  the  security  and  inqopiness 
of  his  kingdom  mrith  theiearejond  atten- 
k6  tion 
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tion  of  a  &ther  ova:  his  household,  the 
airy  fabric  of  bis  higb-^sed  hopes  dis- 
solved in  vapour^  and, he  had  scarcely 
any  expectation  left  of  finding  in. the 
prince,  who  bore  the  sudden  elevation 
firom  the  deperidenoe  of  a  subject  to  the 
d<»uinion  of  a  sovereign  with  such  equa- 
nimity,  a  single  filing  on  which  to  build 
his  hopes  of  future  success. 

Inly  enraged  at  these  formidable  bar- 
riers whiol^  opposed  the  eagle  flights  of 
his  ambitious  soul,  he  had  now  no  other 
resource  but  that  the  ardent  heart  of  the 
prince,  whose  enthusiann  was  great  on 
all  occasions,  would  be  subdued  by  fe- 
male loveliness,  and  beooming  a  slave 
to  the  power  of  beauty,  wpUld  forget  die 
public  duties  of  his  station.      . 

His  own  experience,  as  wiell  as  the  re- 
cords of  past  ages,  fiiisiished  him  witii 
innumeraye  instances  -of  the  power 
which  woman  had  exerdsbd' over  the 

greatest 


d  by  Google 


»XAND£m.  S05 

greatest  and  wisest  of  mankincL  The 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  the  ^ory  of  Alex- 
ander, and  the  ambition  of  Antony,  were 
subjected  to  the  dominion  of  beauty: 
and  should  a,  boy  display  more  firmness 
than  them  ?  The  supposition  was  with- 
out the  least  foundation. 

Having  formed  these  conclusions,  he 
determined  narrowly  to  observe  the  con- 
duct of  the  prince,  to  ascertain  whether 
he  gave  a  preferaice  to  any'of  the  young 
females  who  attended  the  court  on  state 
occasions ;  but  in  tliis  he  w&s  also  disap- 
pcnnted,  as  the  attention  of  Castriot, 
though  courteous  to  all,'was  particularly 
so  to  none,  and  Mbneses  ahnost  despair- 
ed of  ever  detecting  him  in  the  weakness 
of  love,  when  he  received  information 
from  the  governor  of  Durazzo,  who  was 
a  creature  in  his  intareM,  and  had  been 
directed  by  that  nobleman  to  in£mn  him 
of  Castriof  s  proceedings,  that  the  prince 

had 
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bid  assttoidd  the  ^gcuseof  a  meidiaat, 
and  anfoailied  in  a  liup  bound  for  Ve- 
ni0e. 

Mcffiesesi^oil  reemwing  thisintslligeiice, 
y/m^  Bt  a  loss  to  ditrtne  the  motive  wfaieh 
could  induce  the  |ttinoe  to  fealce  this  ex^ 
traordinary  step.  He  was  well  convin- 
ced ^M  Gatitriot  had  narer  ^miceded 
fhM»i  hfan  any  hudness  oonneeted  with 
tlm  sffidirs  of  the  starte,  and  after  Mvobri* 
ing  mmy  poss^te  conjecture^  he  0t  l»t 
ooMlfided  that  Imre  alrnie*  could  ^  the 
cMse  ^  t\m  sikt&^  mywge.  Bfeafao 
i«O(riA0eted  that  for  wtne^tiiM  ppenim 
to  t^  defiartore,  Cantnot  hnd  evinced 
reputed  insOimsi^  of  abfeanoe  of  niM, 
and  had  appeared  moK  i^gitated  and  re- 
(ser^^ than  moak  -.^^ 

The  arrh^  of  Msmu  iie  beltevsad  to 
he  in  oo«i$e^etice  of  a  preeoncerted  ai^ 
i^Migmioat»  and  gave  »>  fMOk  to  the 

report 
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report  wirfeh  wte  ftbioad^  tllat<  fait  ixmi^ 
ing  was  altogether  imeapected  by  tiie 
prince. 

The  cwdiality^  witit  whidi  Caitriot 
had  recdved  this  new  ftiend  wata  fi^sh 
aauice  of  veacatioti  to  the  pertaurbed  spirit 
of  Moneses,  who  in  him  saw  a  new  (4k 
stade  to  his  acquiring  that  ascendancy 
over  his  severe^  whidi  hisamfaitiMi  as- 
IMFcdte^ 

He  tiow  defeemomed  to!  ap|nise  Mus- 
tapha,  the  Torkirii  genefeai  in  Mwedo^ 
ram,  of  (be  abs^ce  of'  CajUriot,  and  by 
thb  tnfomuitio»  induce  tiiat  bariiaw  to 
invade  iEpinis  mtb  the  troops  under  hw 
eewmtML  Time  he  ktiew  wete  not 
Mnnerotts^  and  he  was  wieli  aissurad 
Mvsta^a  woald  not  belitate  to  m&tA 
m  wmy  into  EpiriiS  when  he  was  cei^ 
trin  4:>f  the  dbseHee  of  C^wtriet,  whose 
valour  and  condwt  ifae  Turks  dnad#d 

more 
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more  tfakn^the  fywe  of  the  whole  king* 
dom  wiihout  his;preseiiee.. 

Thus  the  Turkish  mvaders  might  be 
made  an  easy  conquest  to  :the  army  of 
Epirots  commanded  by  hin&sdfy  and  be 
was  detennlDed  to  collect  such  a  fbroe 
as  would  almostenaure  success 

By  this  stratagem  Mpneses  hoped  to 
gain  popularity,  as  the  secret  absence  of 
Castriot  would  be  then  publicly  known 
throu^out  the  kingdom;  and  the  neg- 
ligence of  that  ptinoe,  in  leaving  his 
country  in  the  hour  /of- danger,  while 
her  fixMitiers  were  .esjpoaeA  to  the .  incur- 
sions of  a  vigihnt  enemy,  contrasted 
with  his  own  bravery  isid  watchfulness^ 
would  be  beheld  widi  diapleasur^  and 
aU:  the  f^oty  thus  $bom  -  from,  the  name 
of  the  prince  of  Epirus  would  shine 
with  new  luttiie  upon.the  aspiring  brows 
of  the  duke  of  Albania. 

He 
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He  aecardliigly  diqpatched  a  messdn- 
ger  in  whose  fidelity  he  oould  confide 
with  letters  to  the  governor  of  Macedo- 
nia, which,  though  without  a  signature 
conveyed  such  grateful  mtelligence  to 
Mustapha,  that  he  gave  immediate  cre^ 
dence  to  their  content^  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  advice  ccmtained  in  these 
dispatches,  he  hastily  set  the  troops  in 
motion,  and  niaiched  with  expedition  to 
the  borders  of  Hranathia. 

The  intelligence  of  this  invasion  was 
conveyed  to  Croia,  to  the  real  surprise 
of  Hamesa^  who  well  knew  the  Turkish 
general  would  not  hazard  an  encounter 
with  so  small  a  force,  had  he  not  disco- 
vered the  absence  of  Castiiot,and  to  the 
pretended  astonishment  of  Moneses,  who 
secretly  gloried  in  the  success  of  his  stra- 
tagem. 

They    concurred  hi  collecting    the 
troops  with  diligence  and  promptitude, 

and 
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and  hf  feronl  maodM&iwdMLAe  fliins 
of  Oohrida^  and  enouqaed  on  the  soutb- 
em  bonk  of  tbe  Dnoio^  iivUle.  die  araqr 
of  Mostopha  ai^iearad  -mi  the  apposte 
faaDkoftiienvaf. 

Both  armies  were  immcned  in  sUenoe 
mnd  gloom,  when  Castiiot  and  Alexk 
approached  at  imidnight  the  camp  of  the 
EpiMte.  Hie^inoon  wnofaficuied  bjr 
the  sombre  dooitt  cf  a  kswiyabower; 
the  watchfires  blazed  famtly,  and  were 
scarwljr  «Qttaiiied  amid  <iie  torraits  of 
rdn  whi  A  deaoended. 

Moneaei^  in  his  tent,  awaited  th^ 
eoming  movtiing  in  skepleas  and  anx- 
ious eipectatian»  when  the  stiUness  Ihsii 
reigned  around  was  broken  by  loud 
shouts-arising  ftom  every  quarter  of  the 
camp. 

At  first  he  thought  tlse  Turics  had 
forotd  the  entrenchments;  bat  he  was 

soon 


d  by  Google 


ttXAHDXII.  fill 

MOO  oomimtoA  tint  the  mme  he  heard 
was  not  the  dm  and  ccmfiaion  of  oon- 
tending  anniefl^  but  the  aochraftfcions  of 

joy.  '      • 

fiogerlj lie rashfiid totSiB  iBBtranoe  of 
the  tent  toinquire  the  cause  of  the 
strange  uproar  tiiat  he  heard,  where  the 
first  object  that  met  his  Ttew  was  the 
prince,  exchanging  sakrtntSons  wilii  Ha>* 
mesa,  who  had  hastened  to  the  <Hitpo8ts 
when  the  first  shouts  of  the  sentinels  had 
pmdairaed  the  arrival  of  tbtpr  bdoved 
prince. 

-•  •       i   \' 

Monesea  wte  »  taken  fay  nnrj^ve  at 
the  sudden  appeaisnoei  of  him  whom  he 
thoQ^t  tuvvening  tiie  ^AdriatiG,  di  eac- 
plonng  the  plains  of  Italy,  that  his  ac- 
customed gloom  of  <^(mntenafice  became 
diepened  into  tiie  blackness  of  despair 
tfid  detected  guilt,  and  to  the  gmaovm 
sahite  (^the  prince  he  cotild  scatixif  re* 
turn  a  courteous  anstv^.    • »  ^ 

This 
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This  WM  not  unmarked  lift  th»  prinee, 
whose  suspicions^  onoe  aroused,  were  not 
easily  allayed;  and  a  glance  told  Alexis 
more  than  words  oould  have  uttered. 

Recxnreiinghimself  fiom^the  imitation 
whidi  the  unexpecfed  appearance  of 
Csetriot  had.  occasioned^  M(»ieses  weU 
oomed  him  to  the  eamp^adding»  that  he 
hoped  the  ^spositiops  that  had  been 
made  would  meet  hia  approbation. 

^  Yes,  {Hrince,'*  added  Hamesa;  *^  our 
crafty  foe  had  gained  intelligence  of  your 
absence, '  or  I  am  well  convinced  he 
wottld  not  have  Appeared  OB  our  con- 
fines; but  you  perceive,  thait  he  would 
not  havcf  ibund  us  unpsqpaved  for,  or 
unwiSlin^  to  itieet  him."  : , 

**  Ybu  >have  my  best  thanks,''  replied 
the  prinoe,  **  fcH*  the  promptitude  smd 
effidenee.  <>f  the,  measures  you  have 
adopted.  But  when  do  you  propose  to 
engage  the  enemy  ?" 

«  To- 
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''  Toinymow'^  dawn  will  behold  the 
foe  in  the  field;'  ^Mid'  Hamesa.  ''  He 
has  aliBady>thrOTfii)i^  bridge*  oter  die 
Drino,  and  gterded^it  byia  body  of  ja- 
nizaries."'   :  •'  ,.'i..  •'.    .  t  .    ^ 

"^  And  shaii^  Vef  tamely  wait,"  ex- 
cbdmed  CasitaioCp '^  tiU  ihe  Mussu^^ 
beard  us'ln  oiirentreidiihents?  Sbldiera 
ofEpihiis,  willy 6  l»ardiis?  Though 
I  have  this  day  traVen^mflEny  a  weaiy 
leagae,  jcn  hodtQ^  camp  dispels  lah- 
gnor  and  we^tiness.  Cobntiymen,  you 
will  fidbw^  your/pidj9ce?fi  Let  Us  on--***' 
this  nigbt;!  •^^uadnsttat  P 

The  unanimous  acclamations  of  the 
whole  amy  expressed  their  hearty  con- 
currence in  this  botld'pix^ioial,  while  the 
&e6s  of  11ie!iiro6ps,. /inspirited  l:^  the 
presence  c£^  their  ^ednquering  chiei^  glow- 
ed with,  the  eonfiderit  antic^patiiln  oTvun 


'O 


This 
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Tlis  anim^Bmeiit  «ai  M  n^dlf  con- 
dttded,  Oat  Mcmcies  h$A  nof  oppoiv 
tutiity  to  afl^  «ti]r  objertitin  tt>'3*»  or  to 
throw  any  ebettide  iti  die  twqr  of  iti 
execution,,  as  he  would  willingfyhwe 
guned  tiiae  to  appriae  Mtistapba  of  the 
imeri»eted  aitfivd;  of  OsstaMt  atid 
•txength  of;  the  »iXKjr,  knowing  that 
tins  infiArmafeiQii  would  be  miffiimiit  to 
inake  him  nteeat  with  proeipifeBtiQn  i^ 
faii'owft  piovinee,  and  thus  ^mreot  the 
|«inoe  fimn.  adcBng  aiiother  tixyphy  to 
ys  yiotoiifitts  niun^already  blazing  Tvitb 
too  great  lustre  &rtl»  iRvidious  eye  of 
Moneses. 
•  •■      '  ■  .    ■'  .ii      • 

^Siunik  pfepamtisii  was  fieoasaar3^  ht 
men  wiiose  ImiiAiiMve oh^ftre  to^hegis 
tiadr^oiionswoik.  JUpidfyiprcMieedtd 
the  SIphrots  to-  the  bridge  oonoCnifitei 
by  Mufiitapfaii  finr  the  tranqpoitatioo  of 
his  army,  to  seize  the  prey  he  fondly  be* 
lieved  bould  not  now  dude  his  eager 
'     r  grasp; 
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The  foremost  of  the  jannacieB  bjr 
whom  the  bridge  was  guarded  were 
quieldy  prastnvted  by  the  wbros  of  Cas- 
triot  and  Aleidfi,  who  rodt^  side  hy  siie 
at  Ibe  faeadrof  «ke  Dibmti  es^alrjr;  and 
Ae  vemainder^ilying^to  the  catap,  ahrm^ 
ed  the  maki  iMxIf,  who  i«e»  bariMl  itt^ 


Mustapha,  fattwd  Amxi^  p^potii  onbtw 
ed  the  alarm  dnilR  io  be  scniii#dv  and 
the  troops  to  arm  with  all  possible  ex- 
peaition.  Helihoii^btiiiittteBfvirots, 
unpdled  by  despair»i  'hud ti—it  this  mA* 
dm  attadk,  m  the  hdpi»H0i  gaaair^airaArf 
vmtage  m  the  g^Doki^^  M^d^  w&i^fa 
they  could  nsit  dtare  tbAiltevihebasclfm 
witii'obtaiiingiii  thr  A«  of  dayi  a»d 
styiprntased  faimflilf  It  ^^jartabi  vietm^r 
o**r80WeafcaheneBy|B.-      i<^ 

But 
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But  liiese  Aou^ts  were, soon  Vitally 
dispelled  by  the  approach  of  the  Epkots, 
who,  led  on  by  their  beloved  chiefs  like 
an  overflowing  stream  bore  down  all 
opposition. 

At.  first  the  Turks,  who  supposed  that 
the  dreaded  arm  of  Castriot  no  lon^r 
directed  the  finy  of  the  battle  upon 
them,  made  a  determined  and  desperate 
stJEUid  against  the  assailants;  but  the 
moon,  which  had  been  hitherto  obscur- 
ed, now  emerged  fixim  the  murky  cloiTds, 
and  rode  gloriously  radiant  through  the 
star-bespangled  fields  of  ether. 

.  Then  the  affiigfated  Mahometans  be- 
held the  heron  plumes  which  waved 
over  the  burnished  helmet  c^.Uie  dread- 
ed Epirot  chief-^theii  saw  the  diamcmd 
erucifix,  the  fondly -cherished  gift  .of 
Zemyra,  wJbich  sparkled  upon  his  breast- 
plate, and  whidh  they  superstitiously 
imagined  some  talisman  brought  by  the 
:  genii 
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geti&oi  the  CBxiit  fiom  the  (savems  of 
istaldisM*,  to  render  tfm  temUe  warrior 
invindble  and  irresistible. 

The  appearance  of  the  dreadful  angel 
Azrael  could  scarcely  have  inspired 
more  terror  throughout  the  Turkish 
cohorts  than  that  of  Castriot,  who,  like 
the  lightning's  flash,  burst  so  unexpect- 
edly upon  their  terrified  view.  With 
eagle  speed  he  rushed  upon  the  afiright- 
ed  enemy,  who  no  longer  thpught  o£ 
resistance,  but  sought  their  safety  in 
precipitate  flight. 

Mustapha  also  no  sooner  perceived  that 
the  prince  of  Epirus  headed  the  enemy, 
than  he  abandoned  all  hope  of  opposition, 
as  he  knew  his  troops  would  fly  at  the 
first  intimation  of  the  presence  of  Cas- 
triot;  he  therefore  mounted  his  horse 
and  escaped  from  the  field,  leaving  his 
camp  for  a  spoil  to  the  victorious  Epi- 
rots,  whom,  the  moming^  beheld  retum- 

vor..  L  I*  titg 
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ing  triumphantly  towards  Croia,  laden 
with  the  booty  of  their  vanquished  ene- 
mies. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


lUbefiil 


Such  meddling  priests^  who  kindle  up  confusion. 
And  vex  the  quiet  world  with  their  vain  scraples ! 
By  Heaven^'tifl  doMin  perfect  spite  to  petice  I 

.JL  H£  discomfited  bashaw  returned  to 
Adrianople,  the  sorrowful  bearer  of  the 
tidings  of  his  own  defeat  He  found  the 
sultan  in  the  harem,  Ivhere,  having  pro- 
strated himself  before  the  throne,  be  was 
thus  questioned  hy  the  angry  Amu- 
rath: — 

VOL.  It.  B  **  What 
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"  What  brings  thee  from  thy  govern- 
ment? Is  it  thus  thou  guardest  the 
frontier  of  my  dominions?" 

"  Sovereign  of  nations  T  replied  Mus- 
tapha,  *'  in  eoideavoiujing  to  execute  thy 
€omHMi»d»  in  obastwkig  4t^  rebeffious 
slave  Iskander,  the  armies  of  the^&ithful 
have  been  again  defeated,  and  all  my  at- 
tempts foiled." 

''  Base  traitors!^  exclaimed  the  infu- 
riated monardi,  ••  you  Bre  in  league 
with  the  viper  whom  I  cherished  in  the 
warmth  of  my  bgisoiii^  and  wlu>^  now  re- 
pays my  benQizDltBoe  h^  stinging  my 
piBMe!  But  I  will  no  moFetmst  to  your 
faiif  protestfttjoiis:  aged  as  I  am,  I  will 
myself  lead  my  troops  to  crush  the  r^p- 
4i\e,  md  tiy  whiefa  will  pvedofSUDate,  die 
power  ^  Avcm^K  ^  the  forlEmie  g£ 
Ilkawfca." 

'^  Md9t  powerfiiil  sultan  r  amswemd 
Musttphu,  ^Hbepwd%ie8af  isalpurpeB- 
fiwioed  by  the  ^mM8s  o£  tiie  Jt«tel-«bvre 
I  could  never  have  credited,  4id  not 

dmadful 
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4read&Ur  experiafice  bear  home  the  cots 
vktioo.  IBs  brasdUbed  eimeter  pn>- 
strated  your  soldiers,  as  the  deadly  si- 
mioom  desfer^s  all  that  uihale  ksr  pes- 
tifeiouft  bie^th ;  and  tbey  fled  as  the  af- 
frighted flod&is  arerftcattered  by  the  wolves 

*^  Thiidkei^  thou  diat  his  praises  are 
^easifi^  to  my  «ars  ?"  eiied  the  witan* 
hk  eoimtaiaiiee  j^bwii^  with  vengeful 
aftger. 

"  Far  be  the  thought  from  the  sfev^ 
of  thy  will !"  replied  Mustapha ;  "  but  to 
ccmv^ce  my  lord  ba^e  f  dared  to  speak. 
NothiB^  but  tbie  swofd  0f  Mahmaet, 
widdad  bjf  tbe  i^vraful  hasHi  of  my 
sukaa^  and  the  iaciBie»  c£  Ottomai^  led  cm 
hyik^  ^bt  of  nation  eould  be  suo 
eesa&l  la  extfmm&^g  this'  apostate 
GSaow*"*  * 

Tbe  mgp  ^  Amuratb  was  di^Ued  by 

&m  adulatory  fi|>eedi»  and  he  rqpiied-^ 

''  li  dndl  be  m  tboa-fl^est.   Let  a  new 

iffmy  be  imiBediatdy  raise(^  that  n^ 

bS  time 
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time  may  be  io§t  ere  my  vengeance  be 
glutted  with  the  blood  of  that  traitor.'* 

The  behests  of  the  sultan  were  |)ut  in- 
to immediate  execution,  and  another  ar- 
my was  rapidly  forming,  when  his  pur- 
posed vengeance  against  Epirus  was  de- 
layed by  news  arriving  from  the  pacha 
of  Bulgaria  :  the  king  of  Hungary  and 
a  .large  confederate  force  were  preparing 
to  take  the  field,  and  to  turn  their  arms 
agains  this  dominions. 

The  rage  of  Amurath  at  .this  intelli- 
gence was  little  short  of  niadnes^.  He 
cursed  his  own  ill  fortune  a  tfioiisand 
times,  and  committted  a  thousand  extra- 
vagancies. At  length,  having  exhausted 
the  fiercest  ebulUtionsof  anger,  he  became 
more  calm;  and  on  reflecting  on  the 
cares  and  difiiculties  of  empire,  he  made 
n  solemn  vow,  by  the  head  of  the  pro- 
phet, that  if  his  arms  were  crowned  with 
success  in  the  approaching  contest,  he 

would 
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would  resign  the.  diadem  to  bis  son  Ma- 
homet, and  retiring  from  the  world,  de- 
vpte  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  secluded 
devotion. 

The  peace  concluded  between  Vladis- 
laus  and  Amurath  was  greatly, to  the 
displeasure  of  the  .neighbouring  mo- 
narchs,  especially  to  Palaeologus,  the 
Greek  emperor,  who  had  hoped,  that  if 
the  Hungarians  had  prosecuted  their 
successes  after  the  battle  of  Mount  Hse- 
mus,  they  might  have  driven  the  Turk* 
out  of  £urope,and  thus  have  delivered  his 
declining  empire  from  its  greatest  enemy. 
He  therefore  dispatched  letters  to  Via-, 
dislaus,  upbraiding  him  with  his  dei^lic- 
tion  from  the  cause  of  Christendom,  and 
urging  him  to  break  the  shameful  league, 
which  being  concluded  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  other  Christian  powers, 
could  not  be  considered  in  anywise  bind- 
ing. He  also  informed  him  of  the  check 
B  3  Amurath 
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Amuratb  had  latdy  receir^  from  the 
prinee  of  Epinis,  and  especially  of 
the  defeat  ef  Mustapha ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  beseeching  him  and  Huniades, 
who  were  the  bulwarks  of  Christendom 
against  the  grasping  power  of  the  Ma- 
hometan sultan,  not  to  leare  him  ex- 
posed to  the  designs  of  Amurath,  vfhcf 
would  turn  them  against  Constantinople, 
when  he  was  no  longer  in  dread  of  the^ 
armies  <^  Yladiidaus. 

These  dispatches  from  the  Greek  em-^ 
peror  were  received  by  Vladislau^  in 
eouncil  with  the  states  of  thereafan,  Hu- 
mades,  and  the  eardinaMegate;  Julian 
of  St.  Angelo.  This  ambitious  prelate 
regarded  with  the  most  etiTenomed 
rancour  all  who  did  not  come  within 
the  pale  of  his  own  faith,  and  had  al-. 
ways  regretted  the  treaty  concludedE 
with  the  Turkish  sultan;  he  Hiertfore 
adised  with  eagerness  tMs  opportun^i 

when 
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the  members  of  the  diet  were  affected 
by  there  monstrances  of  Fabeologus,  and 
urged  the  king  to  break  the  impious 
league,  saying  it  was  ascandal  and  adia^ 
grace  to  the  Christian  commonwealth 
ever  to  have  engaged  in  it;  as  wdi 
as  an  act  of  virtual  treadiery  to  the 
Christian  potentate^  and,  above  all,  a 
contempt  c^  the  goodness  of  Heaven, 
who  had  marcifuUy  jdaced  the  necks  of 
their  enemies  under  their  feet,  aAdihey, 
instead  of  extelminating  the  inHdelrBce,: 
had  joined  with  them  in  the  bonds  of 
amity  and  friendship,  thps  wilfully  and 
presumptuously  casting  from  themselves 
the  bounties  which  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence had  placed  within  their  grasp. 

'iShese  arguments  had  a  strong  eflSsot 
upon  the  minds  of  chieflains,  over  whom 
superstitious  terror  and  dread  of  the  cen- 
sures of  the  chuith  held  unlimited  sway, 
Jmd  they  almost  unanimously  expressed 
B  4  their 
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their  sentiments  foir  Qominencing  inmiei^, 
dkte  hostilities. 

Himiades  heard  with  indignation  the 
sophistry  of  Julian,  and  no  longer  re- 
straining his  abhorrence  of  ^such  senti- 
ments^ exclaiined — "  My  liege,  and  noble 
liurds,  will  you  thus  violate  engagements 
ratified  on  both  sides  in  the  most  solemn 
-manner?  Were  we  not  present  at  that 
ratificaticHi,  and  witnessesof  the  solemni- 
.  ty  of  tJie  contract  ?" 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  the  car- 
dirial,  who  cried — "  I  here  abjure  the  ac- 
jenrsed  treaty^  and  call  upon  you  all  to 
fcilow  my  example.** 

Vladislaiis,  agitated  by  eontendihg 
thoughts^  knew  not  how  to  decide,  and 
sat  immersed  in  thought;  while  Hu* 
niades>  perceiving  the  assejnbly  to  be 
completely  influenced  by  the  persua- 
sions of  the  carnal,  thus  addressed 
•that  vacillating  ptiestr^'^  Lord  cardi- 
'i^al^    your    zeal  for   the    interests    of 

religion 
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iriigic>n  oviercomes  your  better  judg* 
ment  The  cause  is  feebly  supported 
when  she  is  obliged  to  call  in  perfidy 
as  an  aUy .  The  precepts  of  Christianity 
and  the  dictates  of  Is3amism  alike  de-^ 
dare;the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  and  Chris- 
tians and  Mahometans  are  alike  bound  t^ 
revere." 

"Are  the  ministers  of  th6  church  tor 
be  thus  insulted  ?""  cried  the  ehrag^car-- 
dinal,  looking  towards  the  king.  **  But 
this  is  not  a  time  for  private  quarrels.  I 
stand  hex?,"  pursued  he,  elevating  a  cm* 
cifix,  ^  m  the  vicar  of  our  holy  father  the- 
pope,  and  again  demand  that  you,  my 
Uege,  veith  your  nobles,  abjure  the  impi- 
ous league :  the  thunders  of  the  church: 
will  hot  sleep  against  those  who  refuse 
obedience  to  my  injimctionsJ^ 

Viadislaus,  thus  pressed,  gave  a  reluct 
tant  assent,  and  the  cardinal«legli^te,  ii» 
the  name  of  die  pope,  absolved  the  king: , 
b5  and 
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and  thenobiitjr  from  ti»  oUigalam  of 
their  oaHslw. 

,  - 

The  king  liatiiig  departed,  tbe.dicb 
wfM  di$solved,  and  as  HuniadM  was  leov« 
ing  the  haH,  the  haughty  l^^ate  taunts 
inglj  Mddw«--'*  The  i/ttManri;  Hunisidesiiad 
not  accustomed  to  be  thus  reluctant  ta 
a^eet  the  foe.  Are  the  armies  cf  Anmrath 
more  fimmdaUeto  the  ptoiid  vaiiH»^ 
Waladiia^  than  they  were  to*  the  ufies^ 
piring  seedier  Huniades  ?^ 

-^  Hia  deeds  w3i  heal  amwer  ibif  the 
^wode  of  Walacbia,''  letumedf  Hni^ 
ad^.  '*  If  this^  mqnni  war  must  be  m^ 
d^rtaken,  Honiades  witt  not  be  lUind  ifl^ 
the  hindmost  nmks  oi  hi»  eoi»lry1i^  eo^ 
horts.'* 

Huniades,  disgusted  with  the  perfidi* 
eiM  oenduct  of  the  eardinal^  and  JoMan 
enraged  at  the  oppo^tion  h^  had  met 
4Mwi  thai  geneaaC  ^hpatteAJKm  tiM 

oouncil 
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«sb«m3l  »  mutual  disUke^  the  kn^^ftf 
UgtHe  hKfmg  vkwJBd  HaniadM  witkink 
iddious  malice,  from  the  momenrt  hitf  birdt- 
very  and  success  had  first  caused  him  to 
be  noticed  by  the  king,  and  he  now  be- 
held him  with  still  more  envious  eyes  as 
the  powerftil  vaiwode  of  Walachia,  the 
favourite  of  his  prince,  and  the  idol  of 
the  people.  , 

Vladislaus,  although  he  had  suffered 
himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  the  argu- 
ments of  Julian,  rather  than  draw  down 
the  thunder  of  the  Vatican,  secretly  ev 
pressedto  Huniades  his  aversion  to  the 
war,  for  which  he  made  preparations  with 
the  most  visible  reluctance. 

The  cardinal  having  gained  the  point 
he  so  much  had  wished  for,  dispatched 
letters  to  the  neighbouring  states,  and 
urged  them  to  assemble  all  the  forces 
they  could  muster,  to  prosecute  the  work 
he  had  so  triumphantly  begun,  and  in  the 
.  i  B  6  mean 
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mean  While  employed  aU  his  ener^es  ia 
ferwardifig  the  wailike  prepanitiona  ia 
Hungaiy  and  Fdand. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  II. 


And  banisVd  I  am,  if  but  from  thee. 

Go!  speak  not  to  me — even  now  Y>egone  !— 

Oh  f  go  not  jet ! — ^Even  thus  two  friends  condemned 

Embrace  and  kiss,  and  take  ten  thousand  leaves. 

Lather  a  hundred  times  to  part  than  die. 

When  Zemyra  beheld  the  receding 
shores  of  Mondania,  and  when  from  the  , 
deck  she  could  no  longer  discern  the 
fann  of  Castriot  on  the  beach,  she  fek 
that  her  youthful  deliverer  was  dearer  to 
her  heart  than  she  had  ever  before  supu 
posed,  and  however  she  might  wish  to 
consider  the  new  feelings  which  possessed 
her  soul  as  the  ofispring  of  gratitude,  lovfe 
had  takai  firm  possessi^i  of  her  bfeast, 

and 
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and  the  image  of  Castriot  reigned  maU 
vailed  there. 


Zemyra  had,  by  a  great  effort,  parted 
from  Castriot  with  some  degree  of  tran- 
quillity, and  sbe  ^nd^avouoed  to  appear 
as  little  affected  m  possible.  Her  spirits 
also  were  somewhat  supported  by  the 
consciousness  of  being  in  safety  from 
many  dangers  which  had  before  threat- 
ened her,  and  by  the  hope  of  shortly  be 
ing  under  the  protection  of  her  only  sur- 
viving relatives.  But  when  the  skides 
of  night  obscured  the  world,  and  the 
coast  €^  Asia  was  no*  longer  visiU^^  sh& 
fek  tha£  g^titu^  wan  iikdedvl  too  weiik 
m  name  to^  d^sevibe  tb^  |0eti«}g$.  Ih^  oe^ 
e^i«d  her  h^esuA.  r  All  tli^  kaidoess  0f 
Castriot  towmr^  her^  aU  the.  ei«^«9te 
€f  bi»  character,  now  f6ie  tp^^er  «riii»4'b 
eye*;  and  belieyidg  that  they  were  fer 
^ver  a^^pamted  from  eaeh  oth^,  sbe  ehfi^ 
nshed'  the  reaaemhiane^'  of  hift  giMe&l 
fenn^  w4  ^  tbe naUe  f|}4i|iti€jf  ff .hip 
\,  ;  soul. 
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sott^  with  tbe  aasne  melandioty  fondness 
as  k  fek  wbea  the  grave  tears  iram  us  a 
dear  aad  esteeiped  friendL 

^^  I  ma^r  lore  him,'^  said  Zeihjra^  mefik! 
tsAy,  ^siBoelidiaU  never  see  hfim  more; 
§&tl  toaoeartainly  feel  that  I  can  never 
basadtkistcmCTfifarance  firom  my  bosom. 
Jkad  were  it  possiUer  why  sliovdd  I  ceases 
to  esteem  asid  admire  bkn  ?  Is  be  nob 
woltkjr  tif  womaiifs  fiffidest  love?** 

Hot  bealt  told  bcr  he  y^m  wcrtiby. 
She  vowed  to  cdierash  his  rememhsssme^; 
aid  to  iora  him  etemaUy^.   . 

A  metnent  afttr  this^vawwas  &rnied». 
2emyra  bloshed  that  ske  had,  made  ft;: 
but  the  love  that  dictated  it  ranained  as^ 
poweifut  aa  ever^ 

The  Tcs^  wi&.  a^  prosperauff  gde;^ 
gHded  on  anndst  tfaeidbeMstudded  JEgeaziu 
Here  the  tteimefaoly  tlmiighto  yfiai^ 

had 
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had  filled  2?einyra's  Ineast  were  dissifia*^ 
ted  by  the  constant  saoeession  of  new  ob- 
jects meeting  her  eye.  She  surveyed, 
with  a  feeling  of  mournful  delight,  the 
idands  which  had  claimed  a  patriot- 
connexion  with  her  native  Athens;  and 
when  she  beheld,  on  some  beetMng  pro- 
montory, the  ruins  of  an  ancient  temple; 
or  the  remains  of  some  massy  fort,  built 
when  Greece  was  in  her  meridian  glory, 
when  the  &xne  of  her  arts  and  anns  was- 
spread  over  the  world,  and  when  the 
prowess  and  patriotism  of  her  heroes, 
and  the  wisdom  of  her  sages,  raised  her 
far  above  all  the  nations  oi[  antiquity,  she 
sighed  to  think  how  her  country  was 
fallen  from  the  heights  of  glor3rto  the 
abyss  of  misery  and  degradation. 

Occupied  with  the  thoughts  of  her  ju- 
venile years,  when  the  sunshine  of  peace 
and  prosperity  beamed  upon  her  happy 
days,  when  she  was  the  delight  of  a. fond 
&ther,  her  recollection  recurred  to  the 

mournful 


d  by  Google 


I8KAHDKX.  17 

mouniful  change  in  her  prospcfcts  as  the 
vessel  passed  at  a  distance  the  promcm^ 
tory  pf  Suniom^and  Atliens,  groaning 
under  the  heaviest  yoke  Turlddi  tyran- 
ny ooald  impose,  rose  to  her  imagination. 
The  fatal  day  'ivhiqh  beheld  ^  the  last 
struggles  of  the  city  of  MinervaA-the 
mangled  corses  of  her  &ther  and  brothers, 
seeme^  again  before  her  view ;  and^  un^- 
able  to  resist  the  impressioii  these  terrific 
images  occasioned,  she  retired  from  the 
deck,  and  in  ^solitude  gave  way  to  the 
sorrowsiof  bar  heart 

When  the  i^ip  had  {lassed  thesouthem 
extremity  of  Peloponnesus,  and  was  ra^ 
pidly  waft^  along  the  shores  of  Misses 
Nnia  and  Arcadia;  Zemyra  again  ascended 
the  dedc  as  they  approached  the  qoast  of 
Cephalonia.     She  beheld  with  awful  de- 
light the  huge  ekvationof  mount  J&nos, 
'rising  precipitately  from  the  b£»e  to  its 
isuthmit,  and  broken  by  innumerable  ra- 
vines.   These  displajring  the  white  stra- 
tum 
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turn  of  tbe  mcuntain^  fynaed  a  strong 
eeoitiast  to  the  dark  fatiage  of  the  panes 
whidi  dothedits  sides  and  waved  upon 
its  lofty  eminences. 

From  the  cont^platioa  .of  this  stu- 
pendous object,  the  attantion  of  Zemyxa 
was  called  tathe  appearanice  of  the  heth 
Ten&  The  lingering  rays  'a£  the  sun  had 
ceased  to  illamkie  the  pine-cit)wned  crest 
tdMnoB,  as  the  vessel  moved  dowly  be- 
neath its  jdiade,  and  held  on  her  languid 
course  for  Ithaca.  Not  a  zephyr  ruffled 
the  surface  of  the  sea,  which  reflected  the 
mm>unding  objects  like  a  pdMshed  mir- 
wr«  The  air  fras  hot  and  oppressive; 
^iark  clouds  hung  over  the  xhonntlnas, 
andienvdoped  their  sornbre  scunmits  in 
^^P^  g]0(Mn«  Sq^denly  the  lowering 
sky  became  illuminated  by  vivid  flashes 
.of  lightning,  and  the  whole  h^nispheie 
appeared  one  vast  sheet  of  flame;  the 
next  moment  pitchy  darkness  prevailed. 
Again  the  massy  cknids,  heaped  upon 

each 
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^sdi  otiMt,  dMsphsyei  moimlaiiis  of  fire, 
sod  seemed  volcanoes  in  tbe  air. 

The  akrm  which  tiut  terribly  rablime 
phenomenon  at  first  excited  in  the 
bieast  c£  Zemyra  was  but  little  alleviat- 
ed by  the  information  she  received  from 
the  mariners,  who  knew  the  approach  of 
the  ATOcoo  by  these  indications;  so  that 
she  behrid  widi  sensations  of  awful  de^ 
li|^t  these  grand  and  snrpri^ng  features 
ef  nature,  while  the  ship,  impelled  by  the 
faieeses  that  fi)llowed  l^e  sirocco,  arrived 
stf^  in  the  great  port  of  Ithaca. 

Here  new  beantaes  met  the  raptured 
^e  of  the  enthvjMastic  young  Greek. 
AUhoagh  it  was  now  midnight,  she  stifi 
lingered  on  the  deck,  whence  such  va<« 
ned  images  of  natute'ii  grandeur,  united 
with  Hie  remembrances  of  jthe  years  that 
are  past  which  this  classic  island  sug- 
gested, contihually  presoited  tiiemselves 
to  hw  view.    She  viewed  with  deep  in* 

terest 
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ti^nest  the  country  of  the  much-endoring 
Ulysses,  whose  history -had  often  be- 
guiled the  hours  of  her  happier  life.  The 
moon  now  rose  oyer  the  scene  like  a  pow- 
erful enchantress, .  dispersing  the  massy 
douds,and  rolling  them  ^before  her  radi- 
ant track.  The  gulf  which  the  voyagers 
had  now  entered  spread  underneath  the 
waving  woods  of  Neritos,  whose  steep 
ascent  was  shaded  by  forests  of  plane 
and  oak.  Far  as  the  eye  could  reaichp 
the  gulf  was  broken  by  promontcMriea 
crowned  with  groves ;  and  as  the  fieree 
blast  of  the  sirocco  was  but  transient^ 
the  waves  flowed  gently  towards  the 
shore;  while  the  moon,  shining  in  un- 
douded  brilliancy,  afforded  almost  all  the 
dWtinctness  of  day,  and  her  mild  light 
threw  a  mellow  lustre  over  the  scene, 
and  imparted  to  it  a  silence  and  repose 
which  soothed  the  soul  to  silent  rapture. 

The  fury  of  this  dreaded  gale  being 

pa^t,  the  vessel  again  put  to.  sea,  and  ar- 

.  .  rived 
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laired  in  safety  at  Venice  after  a  quicl^ 
and  propitious  voyage.    * 

The  unfortunate  princess  of  Athens 
was  received  by  Felozzi,  the  reigning 
doge,  who  was  her  maternal  unde^  with 
the  affectionate  kindness  of  a  parent; 
His^niily  consisted  of  his  only  daugh- 
ter, and  the  marchioness  di  Camporino, 
his  lister.  His  wife  had  fallen  a  victim 
to  disease  several  years  before  the  arrival . 
of  Zemyra  at  Venice ;  and  the  marchio- 
ness, whose  husband  had  died  in,  the 
prime  of  life,  had  since  that  period  been 
an  inmate  of  the  ducal  palace.  The  doge 
beholding  in  this  beloved  daughter  the 
hope  of  his  family,  regarded  her  with  an 
extraoidinary  degree  of  affectiom,  and 
endeavoured  to  Anticipate  her  slightest 
wishl  This  foiid  indulgence,  although 
in'some  degree  it  enervated  the  soul  of 
the  g^itle  Marciana,  yet  as  she  was  blest 
with  a  most  amiable  disposition,  it  did 
not  operate  to  produce  that  fretful  and 

froward 
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Jkowxrd  teihfarit  migbi  have  doneiivi 
^DQore  wayward  mind.  AU  the  aeo6in- 
plishments  a  fond  father  could  desire  for 
his  beloved  diild  were  possessed  by 
Mardana ;  and  had  hermind  been  pro- 
perly  stnengthenfed,  and  tai^bt  to  bear 
the  adventitioiis  misfortunes  of  life,  ti> 
wbidi  honutn  nature^  even  in  its  raosat 
cfevatedatuation,  is  exposed,  die  would 
bare  avoided  many  nriseiies  into,  whidi 
the  extreme  sensilnMty  of  her  dispositiot 
ptunged  her. 

This  graceftil  weakness  her  fiitheiv  whs 
^kmed  in  feminine  delicBQr,  had  alwar^ 
encouraged,  and  it  ha ^  never  received 
tibe  least  check  until  her  brothef 's  paboe 
became  the  residence  of  the  macddoim 
^  Camporino.  That  lady  bad.  never 
experienced  the  sw«et  naateraaal  dutiss 
and  feelings,  and  beimg  aatimi&y  possess* 
ed  of  a  strong  mind  and  xsspacsaus  intct 
leet,  she  had  improved  it  by  studfes  wiich 
are  ranaly  zmoBg  thecatalogue  of  ftnnit 

accom- 
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aceompliiAraeiits.  The  poets  and  faisto- 
rims  cf  antiquity  sbe  read  witii  deiiglit, 
and  appreciated  their  dassic  beauties  in 
their  native  languages;  while  of  many 
tangoes  of  the  modem  Eiii»peana  she 
ifras  complete  mistressv 

These  umisual:  attainments  ^ve  ber^  in 
her  demeanour  ax^  manners  to  her  own 
sex,  an  air  of  superiority,  and  despiEang 
what  she  eomidered  their  frivoibos  ae- 
oomplishments,  G^riidlculed  their  pur- 
mits  and  amusements. 

f&0  timid  and  sensllanre  ^wpositittir  of 
Maiciana  c^^ited^  tiie  disptesBwe  and 
called  forth  the  severest  reflections  of  bar 
aunt.  .  At  first  the  austere  manners  of 
the  marchioness  prevented  Mardana 
from  i^eediv^g^  lier  instruetions  wUh 
teftiper,  and  she  frequently  retiared  feom 
tile  ftrownsc^heraunt,  to  weep  in  siieme 
ait aharshriess  to  which  she  bad  ne^fser 
bttn  a0ea$toMed^>  But  wheii  »  imger 

intercourse 
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intercourse  had^in  some  d^ree  soft^ied 
.  the  asperity  of  the  ixiarGbioness  towaids 
her  nieoe,  she  perceived  that  Marciana, 
though  full  of  sensibility;  possessed  ele- 
vated sentiments  and  attainments,  far 
superior  to  what  2»he.had  usually  observ- 
ed in  young  females  whose  manners  had 
come  within  her  notice.  Tim  induced 
her  to  display  unusual  complacency  to- 
wards Mareiaoa ;  and  though  she  would 
still  rebuke  .her  niece's  sensibility,  which 
-she  termed  foolish  weakness,  yet;  it  was 
with  more  gentleness;  and  Marciana  soon 
found  enough  in  the  treasures  of  her 
aunt*s  well-stor^  mind  Iq  ortnpc^ttate 
^for  the  dictatorial  asperity  of  her  man- 
ners. 

The  marchioness  and  Mardana  were 
,one  lovely  evening  eqjpyiii^  the  beauties 
which  the  clear  azure  sky  added  to  the 
scene,  in  a  balcony  that  overlooked  the 
gardens  of  the  palace,  when  the  doge 
entered  the  apartment^  leading  Zemyra, 

who 
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who  had  just  landed  fidm  the  vesKl, 
which  lay  near  the  prindpal  quay. 

"<  Sister^  said  Pakm  ''  I  bring  a 
daughter  to  you ;  and  to  you,  my  dear 
Matdana,  a  sister  and  firitnd*  She  daims 
your  kindness  and  pvotedicffi  by  the 
double  ties  of  Idndnd  and  m«ffi»tuiie;''^ 

''Surely,'' said  the marchwiessi  ''orl 
am  greidJly  dtcdiyed,  it  U  tte  daughter 
of  my  lamented  sister,  the  itt-starred 
princess  of  Athens,  the  uncertainty  of 
whose  fate- has  caiiMd  uajo  much  anx- 
iety?" 

''The same," replied tbe doge.  "Her 
mother  seems  again  boAre  me.** 

Zemyra,  oppressed  by  her  emoticmi^^ 
burst  into  tears,  when  she  vfeis  warmly 
emlnsaoed  by  her  aunt  and  by  Mandana, 
who  affeeticmately  welcomed  her,  and 
whose  feeling  heart  sjrmpathiaed  in  the 
emotions  of  her  mterettmg  couain.'       . .  > 

VOL.  a.  c        -         "Cease 
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^  €eftse  ycwr  isorrows,  dear  mece,"  sdd 
^he  d&gp;  ^^  this  palace  is  now  your 
home,  and  in  my  sister  and  myself  you 
4iha9:  &ld' new.pwents." 

Unused  <br*saeh  kittdfiess>  idiidi  re- 
t)dled-hcBr  ila;i)yjr  ^dtttiifai  yesrs  to  h«r 
linigifiHttton)  Sbsavptii  oould  only  f&^y 
by  Her  tOMii;  And  tke  kind  Mardmia 
i»rd|^  »ot/lbti)dJU-.%Knii  mnglisig  hen 
VM  thtte  of  h€fr  dxfled  kinswomm. 

PaloMi'rettiQdHrtth  his  mster,a(nd  left 
Zemyra  to  the  care  of  his  daughfter, 
tthosfe  g«fi<fe  iieart'ho  well  knew  would 
prompt  Htt  to^sooAitinD  distress  of  the 
fair  Greek. 

.;  When  her  coiBsiii^  gvief  was  some- 
wtattt  idhyi^,  MaMiuaia  addressed  her*-^ 
^  Weie  it  not'  by  ^^isnts  so  distressing, 
I  shMld  €8tb«i  the  doPMhufteM^s  ftrtn- 
nate  thsil^  inchieetd  y4a  to  seek  a  home 
in  Venice,  and  afibcded  ipe  a  piteMiein 

your 
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"I  tiiaik  yott  .fyr  your  gooduese*" 
said  Zemyra.  **  The  various  wMtioM 
which  now  agitate  my  breast  prevent  xae 
firom  atteaipiMg to mlato 4iim9;  hSit  to- 
wwarow  I  fhEdl  briatifficJM^ 
4asl  iJbe  ^pwtaenlfirs  of  Ibe  i^forfcunafcr 
cMntd  Irbitdi  Mve  lAfabad^xte  oimfft- 
temal  ktime  andiikantl  ^tittivo^^ 

Mmbna,  ^' f<ir  itw  fidihwest  of  ^kw 

4dfiiftcfa8d^tlie<Ni1Juie  bf  toIuf  »rr9vnsu;ai 
cmmeclfid  9rfth'iiie.dbBte,  'ijAdltake  t 
fie6p  intont  n  tike  Im^itAdi^kf  ^mm^ 
4Me4dyom:fBnKrall»fpB&/'  r 

The  marchioness  was  present  when 
Siimtyiiii^eooubtoA  AbetpMrttioHlfliMi  of  tier 
fldveBe  'dssGiDy.  ^  j^  liie  jiedttal  tif  ijit 
te»k«mdiiig  jeroHhi  wJslA  Infl  mmkied 
the  later  jpaD0dj>fif  her. iiGB»  itbe  tender 
Mardiana  was  deeply  affected ;  and 
.  ".,;        .  ca  ^  even 
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even  the  pMIompbical  marchioness  sytrr- 
pathised  in  thegii^  to  which  so  youngs 
so  lovely  a  female  had  been  thus  e^ly 
exposed. 


^  Your  mikfbrtiinesi  dear  meoe,"  said 
the  marchioness,  ^  daim  our  eoomiisen* 
tion,  and  at  the  same  time  teach  usa  forcl- 
hie  lesson  of  theinstaUSity  of  all  human 
happiness,  and  hom,  whai  in  the  midst 
of  prosperity)  we  ought  to  steel  our  breasts 
to  bear  the  unsparing  fiiry  of  adyersity'i; 
ruthless  stotBis.*^How  would  your  sa^ 
mla&ljp*'  continued  die,  addressing  Marw 
dana,  **have  sustuned  the  afflxctkms 
your  cousin  has  already  experietioed !  I 
greatly  fear  you  would  have  aunk  be- 
neath such  a  fiery  ard&L** 

Mardana  made  no  reply  to  the  harsh 
ceiisure  of  her  aunt,  but  Zemyra  was 
grieved  tiiat  she  should  be  the  innocent 
cause  of  uneasiness  to  her  oousjn. 

Mardana 
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Marciaiia  and  tiie  fimr  Greek  were 
iKOoeforward  kiflepoiaUe  o(»mpaiiioQs ; 
and  after  a  short  period,  when  tlie  agita* 
tion  of  Zein3rTa's  spirits  was  subndedr. 
and  she  began  to  consider  Venice  as  her 
home,  she  became  cheerful  and  calm,  asid 
their  days  ^ided  on  in  happiness ;  ex- 
cept a  sigh  which  sometimes  istole  fiiom 
Zemyra's  bosom,  as  the  thought  of  her 
young  and  gallant  protector  was  brought 
fofdhly  to  her  recollection,  by  some  cir« 
eumstance  which  reminded  her  of  his 
kindness  and  virtues. 

Marctana  would  frequently  ask  her  the 
cause  which  prompted  audi  deep  sighs ; 
but  candid  as  Zemyra  was  in  communi- 
cating every  other  joy  and  sorrow  of  her 
^ul  to  her  cousin,  she  nevar  divulged 
the  secret  c£  her  heart,  but  suffered  Mar- 
ciana  to  suppose  that  the  loss  of  her 
eountiy  and  friends  was  her  only  cause 
of  regret  That  she  did  love  warmty  and 
fimdly,  she  no  longer  wished  to  hide 
c  8  from 
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and  an  kinds  of  refreshments^  enjoyed 
the  lively  scene  which  the  quays  pre^ 
sented.  AUdislinction  appeared  levelled; 
the  ancient  Saturnalia  seemed  revived  in 
Venice;  and  as  the  revellers  were  for 
the  most  part  masked*  the  respect  claim- 
ed by  exalted  rank  was  no  longer  re> 
garded — ^pleasinre  constituted  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day*  and' the  onLy  st^dy  was 
to  de?ise  new  modes  (^  enjoy no^nt. 

One  delightful  evening,  when  the  ra- 
diance df  the  moon  dimmed  the  lustre 
tf^he  thousand  lights  whidi  blazed  in 
every 'part,  of  the  city,  t^npted  lyj^  the 
serenity  and  calmness  of  the  weatfaerj 
Statmna  proposed  to  her  cousin  a  short 
excursion  on^  the  water.  •  The  marehio^ 
riess,  t*  whom  the  gaiety  and  revelling 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  city  was 
pieculiarly  irksome,  had  retired ,  to  her 
study  in  the  interior  of  the  palace,  where 
^e  shut  herself  up  from  the  riot  so  dis- 
agreeaHe  to  her;  and  when  Mardana 
^  -  ^         '       requested 
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requested  her  to  acbomipaiif  ihem  in  thdr 
excurdon,  she  reftised  with  aspmty,  and 
tdid  ber  niece  that  she  waft  astomshed  at 
ber  wishing  to  participttte  in  such  ftivo* 
l<ms»  if  not  vidous  amusenients. 

Hareiana  fetumed  to  Ztmyn»  and  re-^ 
ported  the  iU  sneoess  of  ber  embassy* 
when  the  hMer  would  hare  rdirained 
torn  going;  but  Marckna*  who  wa» 
piqued  at  her  aunf  s  harsh  refusal,  would; 
not  hear  of  giving  up  the  excursion ;  and 
having  ordered  tfve  gondola  to  be  brought 
to  the  terrace  steps,  they  descended,  and, 
aooompanied  by  Mardana's  nurs^  took^ 
their  seats,  and  soon  gained  the  open  eX-n 
pause  (^  the  Adriatia 

Whcsi  Jhay  emerged  from  the  crowd; 
of  boats  which  thronged  the  canals,  and 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  Mar- 
dana.  and  Zemyra,  who  had  before  been 
masked,  Md  aside  their  vizoni,  and  ad^ 
mired  unr^trainedly^  and  with  cnthusi^. 
•    .  .w  c  5  astic 
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dstio  deIi^A»  the  faMrt^fiHTeiiiiig.  scene 
wl^tch.«umMiid€!d  tiiem.  ^  Hie  calin  un^ 
i^ffl^  6M  t^fteeted  the  ^admice  of  Hie 
ataf*-b€»pmgled  heavm^  audi  £he  gay 
gandcAwi  wliteh  Tested  /upon  ite  bosem; 
the  innumerable  lights  that  illuminated 
th«  {>ila0ges,  the  i^lonaadtes»  mid  the 
fatidge»  ki  levtBiy  part  itf  Vehioe^  gbi^to 
Ami  ^i0dn^  ^^n  Air  of  encluuntmdht:,  «Mk 
Hl^  stmiM  0f  livdy  muoc  fa$flflid  on  dS 
^IAm  «djled  t0  tkt  ftky  chanottr  cif  tilt 
Wlidle*  .   ^  :-   .  .  .  ' 

.  ^  Sfag^idno,'^  flmd  MtrA^asBL  to  one  of 
Ae  goiidolien*  "  lef^uu  iiest^hsmtt whiles 
ajid  do  you  perfetfQ  otie  <^  thaw  ftetty 
airs  which  I  have  beittd  you  {day  «|)i9a 
your  lute ;  the  effect  is  much  more  charms 
hg  tdien  afisifited  by  tti^  ^ndtilKtibn  of 
tW  wav^tk**  '  ^       ;  . 

«"  Ah,  my  kdy,*"  wpli^  »lu!fh&a6, 
^  you  &rB  ^^iamed  khidiy  to  caiAftttacsit 
9iy  pdw  perJ^UMo^^  btft  1  ^im  alaiost 
^lit  <£  }me  WiHi  HOSfarif^fiitiOd  I  heaid 

Cosmo 
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Cosmo  play  t)»8  inopnii^  fail  t^oehing' 
q£  the iastarujwq^.is  sp  i9«di  tvpm».T 
'' An4  who'MrCcwviQ?"  wkI  ^WQwqi^ 
«  }iy  oop(9wpi0p»  jligift,  pl««w>.  yowr 
highB«s«,"iiaBwe>^!^U«¥l^irH»;  "he in* 
strmger,  just  fspi^e  fi»m  ^lQne(iQf»  i^i^ 
I  am  siue  vt^  ber.|irqv^  to. give  yawf 
lii^meBi.  a  speoiQCsa  pf  fait.  flM^." 

.  ....      .  . "  '    •  »',  .  ■    1   i 

The  young  duchess  h'avmg  ex]^f«sfe^ 

fa^4»sve«tohe9^hi^pef%piap^)  Cos- 
no  howfd  l^i^fipq^eaceoee  mow  Jike  f 
courtior  than  a  gondolier,  and  hayi|iig 
*fm^  *  gmM  prelude,,  ^  .awwapa- 
pied  \rft^.  hi^  .voyse  ti^>  p^tiv^j  i»U$if 
of  the  lute. 

*    •    :-..    :.  .••..;'•.■■  :  •• 

W^i}^l#e|5^»q4plieF  W)s  ^jgiij|^  Maty 
q»m.  fiimm^^4imii )«» f^^  were  \j^X 

contemplation  of  the  naagicrealities  which 

%»%ed,»t^<»,f»flj««^j?l?ei>.  .,, 
c  6  Cosmo 
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Cosmo  conduded  his  '^song,  aiid  agaftil 
bowed: to  Marl&ma,  ivlio^was loud inher 
e^mmendaftiotis  df  '  the  skiU  and  powa9 
of  haratofiy  whiclt  he  had  displayed  hi 
the  execiltloii ;  andZemyra,  awakuig 
^fro!»her  reverie,  asked  Mm  if  the  words 
bf  the  scmg  were^  his  dwn  composition, 
as  from  his  skill  in  iniusie,  he  might  be 
supposed  to  be  also  acquainted  with  poe- 
try?, ■      •        •  •' 

"  They  are,  lady,**  implied  the  gondo- 
fier,  •*  the  humble  efforts  of  a  simple 
m«se.** 

"  Poets  of  higher  pretentions  need  not 
blush  t6  acknowledge  them,"  said  Mar- 
ciana. 

^  They  have  acquired  a  value  by  youf 
estimatibn  of  them,  which  they  never 
before  possessed  in  the  e^  of  the  author,"* 
returned  Cosmo,  with  another  obosanoe. 

Marciana  exchanged  a  look  w!A  Ze- 
myra,  expressing  their  surpriae  at  t^ 

grocefiil 
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graceful  ini«>neTs  of  the  gondolier,  to 
unu8uait6  that  dass  of  society. 

» ' 

On  thdr  retum  to  the  jMdtoe,  M«r* 
eiana  eBmitittmoated  to  her  eoasfan  her 
sus{iAeioiis  that  the  gondcdkr-mimtrel 
was  some  person  of  superior  rank,  in 
wUdiophHon  Zemyra  ooniddedt  and 
they  agreed  to  questaon  Stefkamo.  m 
flpecting  the  ohjeet  of  their  suspiciaDs.  * 

Stephano  being  ordered  to  attend  the 

duehess,  she  asked  why  Ricardo  was  Bot 

in  Hie  gondola  ms  usual,  and  who  the 

.  strange  person  was  that  had  supplied  his 

place? 

''  It  is  as  I  feared,"  cried  Stq^hano; 
^  I  thought  some  misohief  would  be  tiie 
.conRsequence.  If  yotnr  highness  wUl  for- 
give the  small  share  I  had  in  this  buii- 
ness,  I  will  deehire  thie  whcike  truth.'' 

^'  Proceed,  Stqphono^"  satd  Marciana; 
**  you  shall  not  find  me  a  harsh  judge^f  ' 

''Thank  your  highness,*^  replied  Stepha-, 

no. 
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ed  to  seise  a  happy  moment  to  address 
you:  it  is  now  miiie,  and  I  am  tfario^ 
fortunate  tiius  to  &U  at  your  feet,  to  de- 
dare  how  miieh  I  love  you."      .      , 

^  What  means' t^  insolence?^  cried 
the  astonished  Zemyra.  **  Imtmtly  re- 
lease me,  or  I  shall  call  the  attendants^ 
aiid  your  pienm{^Gaus  behaiirioixr  shall 
bepunishedaait.deaerfGir:  . 

'*.  Lady,  I  fear  ndt  your  th]ieats«.*4he)r 
are  perfectly  hnpoterit,^  replied  Cosmo. 
*  What  yxm  term  presumption  is  the  ex^ 
eess  of  lo¥e--^love  which  sooras  the  le^ 
atndnt  of  bommoa  bounds.  I  jann  no 
gondcdier,  but  thia  idres»  suits  my  pur^ 
pose.^  Know,  lady,  that  no  lowborn 
vassal  sedka  thine  affection — ^I  am  a 
prince,  a  sovereign,  and  need  not  fe;^ 
to  ask  your  hand  opeitly  of  the  doge  of 
Venice.  That  step  pditical  reasons  at 
present  prevent;  otherwise  it woidd.  be 
my  glory  to  woo  the  {Hincess  of  Athena 
in  my'piop»  chinacter." 

^  Be :  assured,  aignor,*^  wd  Zemyra^ 

with. 
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Tvith  as  mu^  fortitude  as  sh^  could  com-' 
mand,  '^  this  violent  method  will  not 
forward  your  suit.  I  insist  that  you  de^ 
tain  me  no  longer," 

"  The  moments  ate  W  precious  to  be 
trifled  with/'  exclaimed  Cosmo.  **  Say, 
then,  that  you  will  reflect  on  what  I  hav^ 
said,  and  promise  to  meet  me  here  againr 
to-morrow.  On  these  conations  I  will 
immediately  retire.* 

Without  deigning  a  reply,  by.  a  sud- 
den effi>rt  Zemyra  disengaged  her  hand, 
ftnd  radi,-  with,  trembling  steps,  towards 
the  palace.  Befwe  she  had  proceeded 
&r,  her  robe  was  seized  by  Cosmo,  whd 
exclaimed,  with  impetuosity^--^'  Zemy^ 
ra,  haughty  fair !  I  entreat-^I  demand 
a  direct  answer  to  the  proffer  of  my 
boundless,  unalterable  love.'' 

"  Your  assertions  of  yout  princely 
rank  and  your  actions  but  ill  accord,** 
replied  Zemyra.  "  Were  you  possessed^ 
of  a  spark  of  courtesy,  it  would  teach 

you 
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you  h9W  unmanly  is  this  ochmUw^  by 
^bich  I  am  crnnpelled  to  heftr  language 
at  once  iU-timed  and  insultiug." 

Just  at  this  moment  ib^  peroeived  her 
cousin  at  the  end  of  the  aventfe,  and  ut- 
tered an  exdamatioi)  of  joy,  at  winch 
Cosmo^  who  soon  saw  the  cause,  ex^ 
claimed — **  Lady»  I  am  now  driven  fiKuwi 
your  presence;  but  1  wiU  nat  thtl^  lost) 
you — you  shall  again  see  me,  and  again 
hear  my  vowb  qS  love.** 

Thus  saying,  he  disappevred  among 
flie  trees^  and  left  Zemy  ni  astoniidbed  at 
thfe  uneourteous  matmars  of  her  violet 
lofver,  and  the  unperious  terms  in  which 
he  had  declared. Ms  affection. 

She  contrasted  this  impetuous  beba< 
iriour  ai|d  nncontrolied  passion  with  the 
r^pectful,  unpfesumiog  conduct  of  Is- 
lander, and  asked  her  heart  which  was 
true  af&ction  ?  The  answer  was,  not  that 

which, 
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whii^ji  aeeking  only  its  own  selfish  gnt< 
tificatiKm^  sacrifices  every  thing  to  it, 
httt  the  lava  which  sees  its  owu  h^pi- 
ness  in  that  of  the  beloved  object,  and 
to  thitt  sul^eets  every  other  wish,  every 
other  consideration. 

Agitation  and  i4arm  weare  depicted  in 
tha  cQuntenatiee  of  Zesayia  when  she 
xmt  }SjBLKmk%  who^  not  having  seen. 
Como»  inquired  with  swprise  the.  cause* 
of  bier  buiried  \Mk»,  and  the  visible  tt^ 
mor  of  her  fraioe? 

**  Dear  cousin,"  said  Zemyra,  "  how 
iqoiced  am  I  to  ei¥5ounter  you! — ^you 
CMid  not  km^  come  more  ((^[^rtiiBely : 
yow  scppearance  in  th^  gsnten  at  this. 
manieKt  has  released  me  fima  the  most 
wifdeaaant  situation.'' 

She  then  i^eeounted  the  particulars  oi 
the  adventure,  and  Marciana  henrd  with^ 
astonishment  the  lengths  to  which  the 
sfaange  goedfiSier  bad  dared  to  proceed ; 

•*but,'* 
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"  but,"  added  she,  "  I  suspected  him  of 
payfatg  secret  homage  to  your  charms 
when  he  attended  us  <»i  our  aquatic  ex- 
cursion, and  therefore  my  surprise  at 
this  pl^umptuous  and  insolent  ccmduct 
is  not  so  great." 

Zemyra,  terrific  at  CosnfK/s  threats 
of  seeing  tod  eonversmg  with  h^  agaiti^  < 
to  avoid  the  pbftiibility  oi  sik^  4n  u«i« 
pleasing  rencounter^  rcsgolved  to  go  out  of> 
the  palace  as  little  a&  posiible,  and  when ' 
she  did»  never  to  go  alone.       .  ^  .  •  .  ... 

She  serupulbudly  adhered  td  this  deter- 1 
itiination,  and  never  walked  oiit  ^f  ih»> 
palace,  or  embarked  iti  the  gon4Qla,  ^k-  . 
oept  when  accompanied  by  the  mttdno- : 
ness,  Mardana,  or  Agatha,  her  eti&Aftl^i 
nurse,  who  still  resided  in  the  palace, 
and  ati^ded  the  youiig  dodieis  to  isia^ 
or  on  any  of  her  cfaaritaULe  excursioiis.    ' 

The  fair  cousins  were  d^;erred  ^aom 

acquainting 


^        Digitized 


by  Google 


XSXAITOKR.  m 

!»quamting  the  doge  or  their  aiiiit  with 
tbmr  strange  adveiitiire»  as.  they  weU 
knew  that,  besides  the  heavy  displeasure 
of  the  doge,  whidi  Btephstoo  would  hn- 
medktelf  iDCiir,  the  appr^ension  of  the 
disguised  gondoUer  would  instantly  fid* 
low,  and  that  give  a  publicity  to  the  «& 
fair,  which  they  wisbedto  avpid.  Added 
to  these  reasons^  was  thdr  fear  of  th^ 
censure  of  the  mwehkmess,  who  would 
severely  arra%;n  the  imprudenbe  of  their 
conduct  in  sufficing  a  strange  pers<m  to 
attend  them  in  the  gondola. 

Agatha,  the  nurse  of  Mareiana,  was  a 
cheerful  hale  old  dame,  and  was  greatly 
^eased  with  Zemyra's  swdetne^  of  dis- 
position, who  condescendingly  treated 
heir  with  that  respect  and  kindness  which 
age  alwstys  dbodands,  but  which  youth 
too  often  refilses,  or  neglects  to  pay. 
Another  great  recommendation  to  the 
&voar  c^  Agatha  was  the   attention 

which 
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which  Zemyra  gave  to  the  vrooAdtBd  hd^ 
gends  wMch  she  yna  49o£>iid  of  telaJang. 

l%e  oianrc^bnoss  umd  *  Mndana  kM 
gone  to  ^jr  a  ynmt  in  srfdifltarifc  part  of 
1^  Qity;  and  KimxyTa»-  «  die  aat  m  a 
^od  arbour,  kdwttng  Mrkh  (d^fight  the 
fragrant  breeze,  ^ndi  contemplaiing  liie 
beauties  which  i^read  on  ^evety  tAAe,  vm 
lifirtening'to  one  of  ^beteiwilidrBbie  tries 
of  Agtftha,  detM^iig^eiUBei&es  oftiM 
tthfertiHiate  lovers  wheh  mi  kVtenimt 
.  came  to  acquaint  ttn^  difkm  tiiat  >she  iMs 
inquired  for  by  the  marchioness,  who 
was  junt  returned*      »         ''  ,     j 

Agatiha  followed  l^e  page,  asidlZemy- 
m  rehtct^ly  rose  to  laaw  the*  bdwer. 
$he  lingered  en  tlie^  tc«fae^  WhiN^  ^^^vw^ 
lb<^^  the  catiaJ,  and  beAeld;  thu  sm^ 
which  durmg  the  day^imd  *beeii:iHis(AOi 
ed  by  a  lowering  sky,  now  burst  ftdk 
with  ina-eased  brightnoi%  and  ^tiaitKii^ 
•  purple 
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piu^  clouds,  that.'hung  ever  his  gloriw 
like  a  gorgeous  canopy.  In  a  few  mi^ 
nutM  Ms  braad  «i^  sunk  from  be^  yiew 
beneath  the  horiKon ;  'find  elie  w&s  wrapt 
Ih  a  levwl^  oc^fiionecf  hf  tiie  delightful 
MUimity  oTthe  enrapturmgsoefie,  wheA 
she  wm  recalled  ftom  her  heavetify  eo/n- 
teiiipktiolisbya  siiddeti  noise,  andloolv 
ing  around  has^y,  she  saw  the  dreaded 
gofid^ter,  who,  almost  flyifag.ilp  the 
steps  of  the  terraee,  seized  her  hsmd  be^ 
^e  stieoouM  elude  his  grasp,  and  ex- 
tkimed — ^  How  have  I  longed  and 
Wished  ftfrdiisdelightfel  moment,  now 
doubly  enhanced  by  its  diflSeufty  of  at- 
lakiment!  I'wtovdd  now  read  in  those 
^#s,  bright  as  they  i^me  with  love's 
•swn  flimie,  a  sentence  propitious  to  my 
ardent  prayersi*^ 

"  Why  am  I  thus  persecuted  ?"  said  the 
tgitated  Zemyra.  ♦•  Signw,  I  again  re- 
^t  what  I  thought  was  totally  unne- 
«ss»y  to  be  repeated— your  intrusion  is 

insulting. 
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iasulting;  and  your  protestfttioJls<^  love 

^  Am  I  stiU  to  wotSdet  Urn  your  an- 
swer ?"*  8ud  ComaOi  louglily. 

<'  Yes,"  rallied  Zemyia;  **  and  ainee 
you  will  eompd  me  to  speaks  I  will  no 
Imger  hedtafte  to  say,  that  fiom  being 
indi£ferant  to  me,  your  daring  unmanly 
oondiict  haa  ocmverted  tke  indtfeienee  I 
felt  for  you;  a$  a  strat^;a%  into  the  moat 
rooted  dislike  and  utter  aversion.'' 

^  Is  it  even  so?"  iiiriousty  cried  Cos- 
mo^ his  whole  eountenanoe  distorted 
with  rage.  **  I  will  not,  haughty  fidr ! 
receive  this  as  your  anawa :  you  shall 
have  time  to  reflect*— I  will  make  one 
effort  more — you  shril  4gain  see  me; 
and  beware,  proud  lady,  how  you  i^ain 
reject  my  proffered  suitr 

Thu3  saying,  he  retraced  hid  ra^nd  way 

across  the  terrace;    and  Zemyra,   too 

much  occupied  with  the  thoughts  of 

N  gaining 
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gaining  the  palace  unmolested,  did  not 
attempt  to  watch  Ins  myaterious  foot- 
steps. 


^  r9L.u.  D  CHAP. 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


M  ISKANOSBi 


CHAPTER  IV. 


^  >^  bat  dangerous  action,  stood  it  next  to  deatb^ 
Would  I  not  undei^o  for  one  calm  look ! 
0>  'tis  the  cune  in  love,  and  still  approv'd,* 
When  women  cannot  love,  where  they're  belov'd.'' 

SEVERAL  days  had  elapsed  since  Zemy- 
la's  second  interview  with  the  disguised 
gondolier,  and  she  had  begun  to  hope 
that  she  should  not  be  again  molested 
by  his  importunities,  when  she  was  re*^ 
quested  one  morning  to  attend  the  doge 
in  his  closet,  where  he  waited  to  commu- 
nicate an  affair  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  her.  The  wondering  Zemyra  could 
not  surmise  the  cause  of  this  summoni^ 
but  obeyed,  and,  on  entering  the  apart- 
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f»ent,  she  found  Falozzi  reading  a  ht^ 
ter,  which  he  immediately  presented  to 
her,  saying — ^*  My  dear  Zemyra,  I  am 
happy  to  have  intelligence  to  communl- 
eate,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  as  pleastng  to 
you  as  it  is  to  myself.  That  letter  if 
fiom  Leontio^  prince  of  Parma,  one  q{ 
the  most  accomplished  cavaliers  of  Italy^ 
¥rho  tfaoe  informs  me  that  your  rare 
perfections  md  great  beauty,  which  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  ii)  ft 
menial  disguise  at  our  late  carnival,  bav« 
made  such  an  impression  on  Jiisiietrt, 
that  by  his  ambassador,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  he  demands  your  hand  in  mar** 
riaget  and  offers  sudi  advantageous  pro* 
posals  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  ^n^ 
cerity  of  Ins  love.** 

Zemyra  perused  the  letter,  and  in  its 
Tehement  style  she  recognised  the  im- 
petuous protestations  of  CosnK);  and  she 
was  convinced,  from  what  the  doge  had 
I9id«  and  from  the  letter  itself^  that  the 
D  S  prince 
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prince  of  Parma  and  the  goUdoBer  were 
united  in  one  person, 

'  When  she  had  finished  this  passionate 
epistle,  which  was  full  of  the  most  ardent 
declarations,  she  returned  It  to  the  doge^ 
who  hfid  been  watching  the  expression 
of  her  countenance^  expecting  to  draw 
^m  thence  an  interpretation  ftvourable 
to  his  wishes. — ^*  My  lord,"  sisid  Zemy« 
fa,  ^  I  regret  that  my  feelings  cani!iot  oo^ 
incide  with  your  desires  in  this  malten 
I  reply  to  the  piiAoe  by  ii  dedded  te 
fusal  to  his  oSet^,  winch,  though  splen^ 
4id,  I  can  never  ootiqdy  with.'* 

**  A  refusal  r  repeated  tlie  ikge^ 
^  Wb^t  &uU;  hkre  you  tofitid  with  hi| 
proposals? — are  they  not  magHifioettt^ 
and  such  as  a  powerful  prince  ought  to 
ttfierPV;  •  ■    .«     .•  .-..,:   '- 

**  Theyare,''r6plied  2iemyta :  ^it  isiirt 
hi^  pi«f)06al8  that  I  c^eA  i^|aitiit  ^  but 
I  cb  not  wish  to^  marty^^ . 

'^  These  matdeft^idbjeeticna^yoa'tnij^ 

make, 
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wulkn.  If  :r<lttr  lover  were  prasont''  laid 
PulosBU  impatiaitljr,  ^*  but  I  request  A 
4iieet  uismet.  Gonsalt  witli  your  aimk 
tiid  comin;  in  the  mean  whfle,  I  dieU  de* 
;|siiii  tlie  lUDbaisfidor,  to  await  the  aoeept* 
I0K^  of  his  master'a  noble  OTortuns.''  . 

Faloz^i  retired  ivoin  the  doaet^  mii 
Zemynt  aonght  her  own  apartment,  opt 
ppfmA  wkh  the  veflecfcioiia  which  tbii 
tmexiieoted  event  oeoamonied. 

A  9rhefleig»kiryofVeiMehndlong1^ 
ht  amAj  witi^  At  i^eigiiin^  fffinee  of 
J^txmn^  lespee^g  the  posaessum  of  it 
ficMlkr  towo»  whieh  the  prinee^  in  a 
JhNttiw  IVMfey,  had  eeded  to  Venice,  but 
whidh  aubaaqoenlfy  he  had  leftised  to 
^re  up.  This  town,  therafaret,  had  l(Wg 
been  sm  object  of  oontention  bet wem  the 
4wo  powers,  «ai  ^ae  Venetian  troops  had 
been  foiled  in  the  repeated  attempts  they 
had  made  to  storm  it  by  ibrce^  or  seize 
it  by  surprise, .    . 

dS  A&ii:$ 
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Affairs  were  in  tins  potttute,  wlieil 
L^oKtid,  disguised  as  a  gondolier,  Ar^ 
nrei  at  Vedke  to  partake  the  amuse-* 
ments  of  the  carnival;  and  having  seen 
Zemyra,  with  the  young  duchess  heif 
cousin,  at  mass,,  in  the  cathedral  of  Sti 
Marco,  he  inquired  of  the  sacristan  who 
she  was,  ^and  was  informed  by  him  of 
her  near  relation  to  the  doge.  -  He  was 
strack  with  her  beauty^  and  determinecl 
to  watch  ev^  opportunity  of  seeing  hef 
again,  and  for  this  purpose  he  was  Hsta- 
tioned  on  the  bank  of  the  grand  canal 
i^hen  tkf  disfpate  between  StephaaK>  and 
Ricardo,  in  which  the  name  of  the  dvh 
lehess  was  repeatedly  mentioned,  uidaced 
Iitm  to  attend  to  their  conversation ;  and, 
delighted  at  this  fiivourable  opportunity; 
jbe  immediately  oiftred  to  supply  the 
place  of  Ricardo,  as  he  hoped  the  AHie- 
nian  prxncess  would  accompany  her  cou- 
isin  in  her  intended  aquatic  excursion. 

The  event  proved  his.  conjectures 
;       \  founded 
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founded  on  truth ;  and  this  further  know^ 
ledge  of  Zemyra  increased  his  love  t<J 
such  a  degree,  that  his  naturally  fierce 
and  impetuous  passions,  which  had  neve# 
known  restraint,  impelled  him  to  th$ 
premature  declaration  of  his  love  to  Ze^ 
myia  in  the  palace-gardens. 

The  day  after  Leontio's  second  inter-^ 
view  with  the  beauteous  Greek,  as  he 
was  revolving  in  his  mind  some  new  me« 
thod  of  again  seeing  and  conversing  with 
the  object  of  his  desire,  he  was  informed 
by  a  messenger,  who  had  been  dispatched 
from  Parma,  that  his  fiither  was  lying 
at  the  point  of  death;  and  having  re^ 
ceived  the  extreme  unction,  he  wished 
most  earnestly  to  behold  his  son^  and  to 
give  biih  his  last  blessing  before  he  ex^ 
pired. 

Filial  affeetitMi  had  never  been  a  con* 

spicuous  quality  in  the  character  of  Leon* 

tk>^  and  at  first  he  resolved  to  stay  in 

p  4  Venice 
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Venice  a«id  {irMeeute  the  iffiors  ^  hil 
love;  but  a  i^iark  of  dutykindUn^  in  hid 
breast,  fimned  l^  the  brei^  <^  ambi^ 
tioB,  Whieb  displayed,  behind  the  ^kx)m]r 
prospect  of  his  &thar's  dying  coudi,  ihi 
brilliant  gjbries  of  the  diadem  to  which 
he  should  soon  snceeed^  be  obeyed  tfaa 
summons,  and  anived  at  the  palace  just 
early  Enough  to  ree»ve  thelast  embii^ice 
of  his  dying  parent 

When  Lecmtio  saw  Mmself  securely 
tested  cooi  the  tfarone  of  Farms^  bin  &it 
tet  of  aovmtsign  power  was  to  dispatch 
wi  ambassador  to  Venioe  witk  tiie  letter 
before  referred  to,  in  which  he  demanded 
tile  hand  of  Zemym  inmaniage;  andin 
the  event  of  his  ptofMxsala  being  complied 
with^  he  offered  to  oondnde  peace  with 
the  republic,  and  cede  the  disputed  towni 
which  had  so  long  been  the  cause  of  con* 
tention  between  the  two  states^ 

:    The  cotitents  of  tiiese  di^tches^  so 

agreet^le 
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■Igreeable  to  the  proud  «eigmory,  were 
leoe^ved  by  the  doge  in  the  senate,  and 
by  faim  cammuni<»ted  to  tbe  senators, 
wbp  unanimpufly  declared  t|ieir  opinions 
tbat  such  advmtageoiiis  offers  should  not 
be  rejected^  but  that  the  conditions  ought 
to  4^  imioedifttely  Boceded  to. 

■  ^ 
Pak>zsa;  not  doubting  that  Zemyra 
would  gladly  embrace  a  pr<^sal  of  mar«* 
riage  which  would  raise  her  to  the  dia^ 
dem  of  a  sovereign  state,  hastened  tf 
ccmuminicate  ipteliigence  which  he  sup*- 
posed  she  would  receive  with  joy ;  and 
be  was  greatly  disappointed  to  find  the 
loast  hesitation  on  the  part  o£  her  from 
whom  he  anticipated  a  ready  compliance^. 

Hqw  little  was  ib^  heart  of  Zexnyi^ 
knoM^  to  him!  Bc^n  a  princess^.  an4: 
educated  as  one,  ambition  never  h^di^ 
plaoe  in  her  breast;  and  though  fitted  to 
adorn  a  court;  she  sighed  not  for  royalty,, 
and  felt  ^#  the  djical  croj^npf  iiPfrpfiJig 
; .        ^  D  5  or 


d  by  Google 


58  fSKAtoEIt. 

or  the.  diadem  of  the  most  powerA^ 
sovereign  of  Europe,  would  be  dearly 
purchased  at  the  expence  of  happiness, 
which  could  never  be  her  lot,  if  she  were 
united  to  a  man  whom  she  could  not  love. 

On  the  following  day,  the  doge  etitet'- 
ed  the  apartment  where  the  marchioness 
and  her  nieces  were  conversing  on  the 
^subject  of  the  proposed  alliance.      Ze- 
tnyra  could  now  no  longer  conceal  froni 
the  marchioness  all  she  had  known  of 
the  prince,  nor  did  she  wish  to  do  so^ 
she  therefore  recounted  all  the  particu* 
lars  to  her  aunt,  who,  from  the  moment 
she  became  acquainted  with  his  bold  and^ 
indelicate  conduct,  was  a  decided  enemf 
to  the  marriage ;  and,  in  her  indignation 
at  the  uncourteous  deportment  of  Leon- 
tio,  she  forgot  to  notice  the  impropriety 
of  which  Marciana  had  been  guilty,  in 
allowing  the  attendance  of  the  strange 
gondolier,  and  the  laying  the  foundation 
cf  all  the  mischief  that  had  followed. 

Zemyra 
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Zemyra,  encouFsged  by  the  marchio- 
ness's approval  of  her  conduct^  replied 
vnXh  firmness  to  the  doge^s  question, 
whether  she  had  now  considered  thf 
matter,  that  her  determination  was  un« 
iphanged,  and,  fiir  from  being  weakened; 
was  the  more  oonfiimed  by  her  reflec<» 
lions. 

^  ZemyTBf^  said  the  doge,  ^  far  be  it 
fiom  me  to  upbraid  you  with  any  &• 
vours  conferred ! — all  that  I  have  done  for 
you  has  been  done  freely,  nor  do  I  now 
tegret  it ;.  but  the  paternal  kindness  you 
have  experienced  fitHU  me  demands  a 
return  similar  to  that  I  should  expect 
fiom  Mardona — ^thatyoushould  iK>t  treat 
\¥ith  levity  a  proposal  in  which  I  am  sa 
much  interested*" 

^  My  kind  unde,"  exclaimed  Zemyra^ 

^  your  bounteous  goodness  I  can  neVer 

forget ;  and  there  are  few  tasks,  however 

hardy  that  I  will  not  gladly  undertake 

d6  to 
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to  pmfB  my  leadincn  mid  ddt^  t&  do 
Jrou  servioc.** 

,  ""  Thai  l^evmit  tiie  addrawes  of  tiie 
fidnceof  Parma,"  replied  the  doge;  ^*  atid 
on  aoqpiaintuioe^  yoa  perhaps  may  feel 
an  a£Bbction  for  him :  I  do  not  wish  you 
4»  ^mka  jOur  hand  to  Leoniio  imme* 
diately,  but  to  give  him  the  hope  €tmt 
his  suit  may  be  ultimately  accepted" 
:  ''It  would  be  unless  to  flatter'  him 
with  ^raifi  axpeetatioM)''.  retumed  .Za^ 
nynb  .  ^  I  ean  nevtt  be  the.  wife  cfla^ 
antioi  and  to.defaide  him  with  ftic^eB 
i^cfa  cannot  be.  jDediaed,  is  a  measun 
towhkh  I  never  wi&  be  walling  acosa* 
sary."    ... 

'^  Tben,"  cried  Paloisai,  "^  my  hope  of 
WTTiiig  Hue  fltatey  and  of  soaking  you 
ba{^y ,  U  fov  ever  blasted  Ttis  alHuea 
wmdd,  I  amp^aadisd^  have  done  both; 
but  my  platis  IK  rendered  ahocCive,  stf- 
cvificed  to  the  ca^cse  i»f  .aa  inconsidetaita 
giti-^BturdiiMos,  I  ilnak  your,  phife^ 
^  V  :;  sophical 
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jH)pfaioBi  prudenoe  should  have  anrttueted 
yoar  niece  in  her  duty  better* 

^  I  csnnot  instruct  her  better,**  replied 
the  marrihianefls:  ^  I  improve  Zemyni'g 
eetttimentSy  and  her  exprassipn  of  diem 
ji  auch  aa  I  ahould  dictate^  and  you,  my 
fovd^ou^toapfdaud.  Herreawn«fi>r 
jnfiiaing  die  propoaed  marriage  are  net 
Ibonded  on  ca|arioe  and  levity.** 

(  ghedrni  leieted  to  the  dege  the  «MiL 
vet  in  \i^hieh  Zemj^ta  liad  been  trea^ 
hf  the  prime  in  hia  disguise ;  and  conC 
dttded  fay sajoiig^  tiutf;auGh  a  hum  did 
not  deserve  to  be  entrusited  with  hei 
niece's  happiness.  ^ 

Mareiana,  tvfao  had  been  aailent  aiidi^ 
tcnv  9iho  added  her  testimony,,  declaring 
tSmtt  ike  impetttOUB  priiioe  waa  not* wor^ 
thy  of  Zemyra. 

The  doge,  aatisfied  Oiat  Zetnym  tad 
strong  reaiQns  forher  dislike  to  Leon<iGv 
;  '  felt 
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&\t  oompunotion  for  tte  harshness  of 
some  expressions  he  had  used  towards 
his  niece^  into  which  his  disappointment 
had  hurried  him.  He  therefore,  taking 
Zemyn  by  the  hand,  tenderly  said—* 
*•  My  dear  niece^  I  know  your  amenity 
of  disposition  will  pardcm  the  strong 
terms  in  which  I  have  addressed  you; 
but  be  ass^uredy  my  legard  for  your  weir 
&re  was  the  cause  of  my  warmth.  As 
tbeallianoe  of  the  prince  of  Parma  is  so 
inepugiiant  to  your  wishes,  I  will  answtf 
X4eontio's  letter  by  declining  the  terout 
proposed,  and  dismiss  his  ambassador 
immediately.'^ 

The  grateful  Zemyra  with  tears  thanks 
ed  her  kind  relatives,  and  retired  to*  her 
apartm^t,  rejoidng  at  the  termination 
of  an  afiair  which  had  been  to  her  the 
source  of  great  uneasiness  of  mind. 

Falozzi,  in  his  letters  to  the  prince  of 
jParma^  softened  as  much  as  possible  the 

terms 
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terms  of  Zemyra's  refusal :  but  that  im- 
petuous  prince,  on  receiving  them,  and 
reading  in  their  contents  the  disappoint* 
ment  of  his  high-raised  hopes,  was  so 
greatly  enraged,  that  he  broke  off  the 
negociations  abruptly,  and' determined 
to  possess  himself  of  the'  person  of  Ze- 
myra  by  force  or  stratagem,  and  compel 
her  to  ace^t  the  hand  which  she  would 
not  grant  to  his  solicitations.  To  ic« 
complish  this  purpose,  he  employed  spies, 
with  directions  to  inform  him  of  what- 
ever event  might  transpire  with  regard 
t9  Zemyra, 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


«*li«l>e,  c#  alt  pmsitDty  mm  Ibtfdewls  w  hem; 
.    FiOTpki8ol|irf!Pder.Hwnbe^pkndii»Iosii: 
JE^jr  W  ber  t««Mnf^  804  Tr AB9f9n  Ins  Ii0r  4et|b* 
2ll>l»e9like  A  ioofdial,  iniiooeo^  tbougjb  strong^ 
lla»'4b«%itat(meeio9pviUi»dmeiif9«''  > 

Soon  after  the  abrupt  conclusion  of  these 
negodations,  the  marchioness  prepared 
for  a  journey  to  Florence,  which  she  had 
long  contemplated.  She  proposed  to 
Zemyra  to  accompany  her,  to  which  she 
readily  acceded,  as  her  soul  was  alive  to 
all  the  charms  of  nature,  and  sh^  antici- 
pated great  pleasure  in  passing  through 
that  part  of  Italy  which  they  must  tra- 
verse in  the  road  to  Florence. 

The 
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Hie  flftta^onefls^  althoii^  ihe  eon- 
itantlyreprowedfeminhie  sensibility  witib 
aodmony^  and  Zemjn  frequently  felt 
the  barsfaness  of  ber  re|«oof,  possessed  a 
heart  whose  fedings  were  controlled  bj^ 
the  dictates  of  pri^dence;  and  Zemyra* 
aai  her  «imf  s  character  became  moxe  de« 
yeloped  tahi^,  perceived,  under  the  for^ 
bidding  exterior,  such  knowledge  of  man*- 
kind,  acquired  by  the  study  of  the  hu- 
nuift  diaraeter^  in  books,,  and  in  the  less 
fidbckma  vokune  of  mm  himself^  that 
she  tvgardedher  precepts  with  deference, 
and  endeavoaxed  to  regulate  her  conduct 
aeootdmg  to  her  prudent  instructions. 

»  This  respectful  conduct  of  2remyx» 
grrntly  conciliated  the  affections  of  heff 
aunt,  among  whosp  ibibles  vanity  held 
a  high  ranki  and  by  ^d^rees,  in  her  in^* 
tereourse  with  her  gentle  niece,  the  as^ 
perity  of  her  manners  was  softaied,  and 
became  attempered  with  kindness. 
.  .  ,  Towards. 
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Towiards  the  timid  MardiMia,  who 
shrunk  from  her  aunt's  severe  though 
salutary  admonitions,  the  marchioness 
continued  to  display  the  same  dictatorial 
haughtiness  of  mind;  and  the  young 
duchess,  although  she  shed  tears  at  part<^ 
ing  from  Zemyra,  beheld  with  pleasure 
the  gtmdola  convey  her  aunt  from  th0 
palace. 

-When  sZemyra  reviewed  her  oondacft 
in  the  affair  of  the  proposed  alliance  with 
Leontio,  she  oould  not  acQuse  he^^lf  of- 
having  acted  with  imprudence  or  impro^ 
priety.  She  had  avoided  all  interviews 
with  him,  and  had  discouraged  his  ad^ 
dresses  from  the  beginning.  His  person 
fend  manna-s  were  x)dioujr  to  her^  an4 
candour  demanded  th&  answer  she  had 
given.  But  even  had  his  endowments 
and  accomplislfinents  been  sufficiently 
fascinating  to  have  attracted  her  regard^ 
bis  conduct  aiid  deportment:  had  been 

such 
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such  a$  prudence  would  loudly  have 
called  on  her  to  punish,  by  a  peremptory 
rejection  of  bis  love* 

In  these  dedBions  of  the  judgment) 
her  heart  had  a  predominant  share ;  and 
the  chareicter  of  ihe  fondly-remembered 
f skander's  love,  eontra^ted  With  the  seU 
fish' and  brutal  passion  of  Leontio,  sMt&M 
in  the  glowing  colours  of  the  imagina>> 
tion,  heightened  in  their  effect  by  ab^ 
senee.  His  love  had  been  declared  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner,  by  deli- 
Oftte  oktentiohls  and  impassioned  looks; 
laid  hy  sacHfidng  his  own  desires  to  the 
wishes  0f  the  beloved  object,  he  had 
evinced  a  nobility  of  spirit,  to  which  the 
lovely  Zemyra  found  a  corresponding 
feeling  in  her  own  breast 

These  thoughts  passed  in  the  mind  of 
Zemyra  when  she  had  retired  to  her 
apartment  on  the  first  night  of  their 
journey,  and,  with  tranquillity  in  her 

breast; 
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teeut,  die  found,  on  the  mnjAe  lied 
which  a  ro9tk  inn  iAivded».  the  refresh^ 
ing  lepose  which  she  htd  cAea  coiorted 
in  vain  under  canopies  of  state  in  the 
dncsl  apartmento  at  V^iioe^ 

Hope,  the  nurae  of  lore,  now  smiled 
upon  tiie  hk  Athaniiai ;  mA  m  imagi*- 
noti^m  the  da j  appeared  whidsi  brought 
bkander  to  her  emaptured  view,  lUI  of 
tibe  ardent  BSkdkm  she  was  confident  he 

aim 


:  This  larightvinanisws  the  ooin|Wito 
ii  her  piUow,  and  when  the  mycf  of 
IThabus,  d»rting  jihraugh  the  fattio^ 
fliwdlte  her  fnna  those  dreuns  of  hGsfl^ 
fhe  diemb^SQiile  of  hopeiiluonnated  hdr 
beauteous  features. 

The  marchioness  and  her  nieoe  {iro^ 
oeeded  hy  easy  jbunkeya  through  the 
fertile  plains  of  Italy,  where  every  league 
that  they  advanced  was  replete  wit^ 
...  ^  classical 
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disiMinemimtoes;  and  when  the  ejv 
lost  those  venerable  rdJiqueSy  Avhidi  re« 
caSed  the  yetm  of  antiquity  so  fincibly 
to  the  memoiy,  the  gloriixi&  ciurins<if 
Mtund  bettity^left  (the  enrapfcunednind 
no  ^use  firom  a^bnirsdtosi  and  ddighlt 
Tbef  crossed  the  Po,  augmented  hy  m 
Ihoiaand  tiibutary  staeams,  wandering 
through  the  groves  of  pofdar  wbkli 
fnnged  hi^  banks^  and  passing,  ttumi^ 
the  domains  of  Ferrara  and  Bologna, 
tiie  tnrv^csrs  bfegm  to  ascend  tiie  nigged 
6ides  of  the  Apennines. 

With  what  awiftilly  ^asihg  sema^ 
tions  cKd  ^  Zwayea  jsometitnes^  WheQ  the 
veliide  halted,  foofc  down  overa*perpM« 
dieular  pvedpiee  into  a  fstthoiiiless  abyss; 
in  whose  d^rk  bosom  the  roaring  of  a 
tcBTent  was  indistinctly  heard;  while 
above,  another  frowning  rock  overhung 
the  narrow  noad,  and  s6emed  ready  te 
fidl,  «nd  htirl  nkifein  into  the  yawning 
golf  bemafih !  Anon  the  road  ^m^t^ed 
..     .  from 
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Iiigli€rtird6t  of  S^Mce,  her  house  w^ 
yisited  by  the  nokS&ty  of  hoth  iexes, 
and  di  whose  tateiits  mtde  them  ir^ 
oome  ^kcnrs;  and  although  filvoGly 
ixmld  not  ^be  entirely  ^xdudjed,  yd;  It 
toovi  oeaased  to  ihitler  in  rach  an  un^ 
Mngenid'atmoBpheM  as  tl^  saloon  of 
lU  GEtraporina  The  Mterary  attun- 
tnents  of  the  marchioness  were  well 
known  in  tlie  higher  walks  of  soeiefrj^ 
throughout  Italy-,  htit  especially  in  Pkv 
i^nce,  the  Athens  of  tnodem  IRmepe, 
where  many  of  her  years  had  been  spent, 
lier  liigh  acconi^l^hments  vp^re'  appre- 
tfiatted  and  admired. 

iThe  eotitersankmi  at  tibe  Pfl3a20o  di 
Camporino  afforded  a  rk^  intelkctttd 
treat  to  Zemyra's  ihqulrihgitiind.  Sfeme- 
tioned  by  the  presence  of  her  aunt,  Ae 
there  heard,  with  avidity  and  deK^t,  i3a^ 
eussions  which  to  young  ftslales  ki  *g«f^ 
neral  would  have  been  most  irksomie, 
but  to  S^myrawere  possesiiel  of  power- 
foi charms,  llie parties w^ttefitqo^ 

numerous; 
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numeroM;  and  as  Zemyra  was  one  even- 
ing engaged  in  an  interesting  conversa- 
tion wiHi  the  countess  Razovi,  she  per- 
ceived, with  astonishment  and  dismay, 
the  dreaded  ferm  of  Leontio.  With  a 
look  of  trimaphant  confidence,  he  ad* 
diesaed  himself  to  Zemyra,  expressing 
Ms  {^easne  at  the  happiness  he  feh  in 
thus  unexpectedly  meeting  her.  Con- 
fiised  at  this  unk)oked-for  encounter,  and 
unwilling  that  the  countess  should  per- 
ceive her  embarrassment,  Zemyra  made 
a  fbnnal  veply  to  the  prince,-  and  as  soon 
as  she  recovered  from  her  first  suiprise, 
continued  her  conversation  with  the 
eouBtess,  and  appeared  not  to  notice  the 
of  Leontio 


Stung  to  ihe  quids:  at  this  colcbiess 
and  contempt,  the  prinee  hastily  retired 
fix>m  the  spot,  mentally  resolving  to  make 
oat  trial  more  to  wi»  the  object  of  his 
passion  ofienly;  smA  if  that  ftUed,  to  die* 
some  plan  of  deep  revenge. 

VOL*  11.  E  He 
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.  He  had  been  informed  by  the  spy  he 
had  stationed  at  Venioe,  that  the  mar- 
dii(Hiess  and  her  niece  had  left  that  dty^ 
and  that  Florence  was  the  place  of  tbeir 
destination.  On  receiving  this  intelli- 
gence he  set  out  for  Florence*,  as  soon  as 
he  could  complete  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  his  departure,  and  arrived  at 
the  house  of  a  young  nobleman  of  that 
dty,  under  the  title  of  the  count  of  Pa- 
danza :  he  there  found,  to  his  great  joy, 
that  his  friend  occasionally  attended  the 
oonyersazioni  <^  the  marchioness  di  Cam- 
porino. 

By  this  means  he  gained  access  to 
the  marchioness's  palace,  and  appeared 
before  the  astonished  Zemyra,  when  she 
had  not  the  smallest  apprehension  of  be- 
ing exposed  to  his  persecutions. 

.  As  soon  as  she  perceived  him  at  a  dis- 
tance from  her,  she  alleged  a  s^ddeii  in- 
disposition .as.  the  cause  of  lier  leaving 

M  ;      :•  the 
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the  $aloon,  and  retired  to  ber  chamber 
to  avoid  the  sight  and  the  attentions  o€ 
Leontio,  who  grew  more  and  more  ob- 
noxious to  her,,  the  more  she  was  ac- 
quainted with  him. 

When^  on  the  succeeding  morning, 
the  prince  again  appeared  at  the  palace, 
Zemyra  refused  to  see  him;  and  the 
marchioness,  to  whom  he  now  announced 
himself  by  his  proper  title,  reproved  his 
conduct  in  severe  terms,  and  told  him 
that  the  sentunentsof  Zemyra  and  of 
herself  were  in  perfect  unison,  and  that 
titles  and  powar  Ipst  their  charm,  when 
allied  to  an  ungovem^  and  impetuous 
disposition. 

**  Madam,**  exclaimed  Leontio,  "I* 
!came  not  hither  to  listen  to  strictures  on 
my  condCict,  nor  to  be  insulted  by  re- 
marks upon  my  temper.  Love  for  your 
niece  has  prompted  the  measures  I  have 
'  e2  had 
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had  reeourse  to,  and  I  came  hidier  to^to- 
mand  h&  in  maniage.r-4  await  yam  de- 
cisive answer  * 

**  Then  thus  hear  it  fyom  me,*^  replied 
the  marchioness,  whose  ^Mke  e#  the 
prince  was  now;  increased  by  her  personal 
lenowledge  of  him.  **  I  had  ntiier  see 
Zemyra  the  wife  of  a  man  wheee  lidies 
alone  consisted  in  exeellenoe  of  heacC  bsrA 
nobility  of  soul,  than  of  thee^  whose  vlees 
are  rendered  more  conspicuous  bytiie 
lustre  of  a  diadem.  Zemyra  of  AtlieBC 
will  never  be  the  Mde  of  tiie  pdnee  af 
Farma.' 

''Enoughs  cried  tiieprincQi,  as  soon  as 
his  boiling  passions  wouid  p^mnit  him 
to  articulate :  **  I  am  justly  pmiishedtfiv 
thus  becoming  the  slave  of  woman-^ 
But  it  is  now  past.— !Proud  aMffohioness, 
learn  to  <lread  ihe  hatred  at  Zioontiot 
My  love  Io£fer  no  more;  but  tiie  hau^^ 
ty  fair  one  who  e0iitentfied  t)iat  low 
shall  tremUe  at  nrf  vengeaMtf 

^  Virtue 
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"  Virtue  fears  not  the  threats  of  ma- 
lice,"  returned  the  marchioness,  with 
dignified  calmness,  "assured  that  the  ma- 
chinations of  the  wicked  recoil  with  re- 
doubled force  upon  their  authors.** 

More  and  more  exasperated  at  the  con- 
tempt  he  experienced,  Leontio  rdshed 
from  the  palace,  vowing  the  most  ample 
vengeance  upon  the  marchioness  and  Ze- 
myra. 

The  love  of  the  prince  of  Parma  was 
founded  on  passion,  and  not  on  esteem. 
For  the  qualities  of  the  mind  which 
shone  so  brightly  in  STemyra,  he  cared 
little->4ie  inevat*  had  sought  to  tract  them. 
His  piide  Waft  wounded  by  the  constant 
r^eetk>n  bis  pn^posald  had  met;  and  his 
paMion,  now  changed  from  love  to  re- 
^61^1  determined  to  find  a  gratification 
of  hatred,  if  not  of  love. 


E8  CHAP. 
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GliAPTER  VI. 


-Since  I  cannot  prove  a  lover. 


To  entertain  these  fair  well-spoken  days, 
I  am  determined  to  prove  a  villain- 


-Ohy  my  love!  my  wife! 


Death  that  liatb  suckM  the  honey  from  thy  lips 
Hath  had  no  power  yet  upon  thy  heauty  t 
Thoii  art  not  conquered. 

The  threats  which  the  infuriated  Le- 
ontio  had  uttered  were  considered  by  the 
marchioness  as  the  unmeaning  ebulli- 
tions of  disappointed  rage;  but  to  Ze- 
myra  they  were  the  source  of  dreadful 
apprehension.  It  was  in  vain  that  her 
aunt  reasoned  on  the  folly  and  weakness 
of  her  fears,  and  although  she  assumed  an 

external 
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external  serenity,  her  bosom  was  agitated 
by  a  thousand  dismal  forebodings. 

Her  oppressed  mind  was  relieved  by 
the  arrival  of  a  courier  from  the  doge, 
with  letters  to  the  marchioness,  and  in 
the  packet  was  a  letter  from  Marciana  to 
her  cousin. 

In  this  the  young  duchess  rallied  Ze- 
myra  on  the  secrecy  she  had  observed  on 
the  subject  of  her  love,  and  that  by  a 
strange  accident  she  had  discovered  the 
object  of  her  affection,  and  in  him  a 
stronger  reason  than  any  she  had  assigned 
for  her  decided  rejection  of  the  prince  of 
Parma.  She  then  related  the  adventure 
of  the  disguised  merchant,  his  protesta- 
tions of  uncharging  affection,  and  his 
disappointment  at  not  seeing  her  in  Ve- 
nice, whither  he  had  come  from  some  un- 
known distance,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  beholding  the  object  of  his  dearest 
hopes. 

E  4  Zemyra 
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Zemyca  perused  tiie  letter  repeatedly 
before  i^e  would  permit  h^rfielf  to  be  fis- 
sured of  the  reality  of  the  gladdening  in- 
telligence it  contained :  but  the  circum- 
stances described  were  too  plain  and  too 
well  known  to  permit  her  to  doubt  the 
truth;  the  delightful  certainty  was  obvi* 
ous,  and  she  welcomed  to  her  breast  the 
foil  tide  of  joy  which  this  conviction  pro- 
duced. Iskander  was  still  thesame-~his 
love  had  stood  the  test  of  time  and  dfab- 
sence,  and  bm  worth  was  no  longer  an 
ideal  dream  of  her  sanguine  imaginatieik 
His  claims  to  her  regard  were  am? 
strengthened,  imd  she  beheld  the  same 
gracefol  deportment,  the  same  aifeetioft 
attempered  with  respect,  evinced  in  all 
his  actions  in  the  ducal  palace  at  Venice, 
as  shone  so  conspicuously  during  her  in** 
tercourse  with  him  in  Anatolia. 

The  tormentii^  thoughts  which  a  few 
short  moments  before  had  racked  her 
bosom  no  longer  found  a  residence  there: 
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jejr,  like  ft  loaf  absent  friend,  reigned 
unrivalled^  and  the  fierce  threats  of  Le-^ 
ontio  faded  into  obscurity  before  the 
bri^t  vision  oi  Iskander^s  love  and  the 
sssuraiiee  (^his  tried  constancy. 

The  Wttem  from  Pabzzi  to  his  sister 
contained  a  request  that  she  would  re« 
turn  immediately  to  Venice,  as  he  hadre^ 
oeived  private  advice  that  Italy  would 
shortly  bcccHne  the  theatre  of  war.  He 
therefore  advised  her  to  set  out  oil  her 
joumey^  before  the  perturbed  state  of  the 
country  rendered  it  unsafe  to  travel. 

In  compliance  with  this  intimationi 
the  maichioness  and  Zemyra  departed 
from  Florence^  and  retraced  their  route 
through  Tuscany.  They  crossed  the 
Apennines  in  safety  \  but  before  they 
had  entoed  the  Venetian  territoiy,  the 
trump  of  war  was  sounded,  and  they  fre^ 
qoently  encountered  parties  of  troops 
proceeding  to  oppose  the  forces^  which 
E  5  the 
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the  emperor  had  marched  against  the 
chiefs  of  the  Italian  confederacy. 

The  travellers  passed  the  Pb,  and  the 
apprehensions  which  Zemyra  had  enter- 
tained of  encountering  danger  from  the 
straggling  parties  of  soldiers,  and  from 
the  devices  of  Leontio,  decreased  as  they 
approached  nearer  to  the  dominions  of 
the  seigniory.  They  pursued  their  jour- 
ney as  rapidly  as  possible,  without  intar- 
ruption,  till  a  day's  journey  alone  se^ 
parated  them  from  the  Venetian  territo- 
ry. They  had  entered  a  thickly-wooded 
valley,  through  which  the  road  lay  amidst 
the  overarching  branches  cf  gigantic 
trees,  whose  foliage  was  so  luxuriant  fliat 
it  almost  excluded  the  fight  of  day.  The 
leaves  were  unruffled  by  a  single  breeze, 
and  the  solemn  stillness  was  undisturbed 
except  by  the  melody  of  the  birds,  and 
the  murmuring  of  a  stream  which  flowed 
through  the  centre  of  the  valley.  Na- 
ture was  hushed  in  repose ;  the  hearts  of 

the 
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the  marchioness  and  of  Zemyra  acknow- 
ledged the  soothing  tranquiDity  of  the 
scene,  when,  on  turning  aprojecting  knoll 
where  the  road  struck  into  a  still  deeper 
gloom  of  wood,  the  delicious  meditations 
of  the  traveners  were  put  to  flight  by  the 
sudden  appearance  of  a  body  of  men,  of 
a  fierce  mien  and  unusual  garb,  who, 
rushing  fix)m  the  recesses  of  the  forest, 
surrounded  the  carriage,  and  seizing  the 
reins  of  the  horses,  commanded  the  pos- 
tillion  to  stop,  while. one,  who' appeared 
to  be  the  chief,  rudely  dragged  Zemy- 
ra  froni  her  seat,  and,  regardless  of  he^r 
cries,  placed  her  upon  a  horse  behind  one 
of  the  band. 

•  The  resistance  which  the  servants  of 
the  marchioness  attempted  to  nihke  was 
altogether  fruitless ;  they  were  instantly 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  when 
their  lady  endeavoured,  by  the  offer  of 
her  piirse,  accompanied  by  the  most  ear- 
nfest  entreaties,  to  procrirel  the  liberation 
E  6  of 


d  by  Google 


84  ISKAKJDB£« 

ofhernieoe^  the  diief  Uuntly  told  her 
that  they  were  not  robbers^  therefcve 
gold  was  not  their  ob}ect9and  having  ob- 
tained the  wished-for  prtase^  they  should 
not  lose  it  easily.  Thua  8a3ring9  leaving 
part  of  the  band  to  guard  the  mardiio- 
ness,  with  the  rest  of  his  cooq^ions  die 
chief  bore  away  the  powerless  Zemyra, 
who  had  tainted  with  the  excess  of  her 
apprehensions^  and  returned  with  rapidi- 
ty through  the  road  by  which  the  unftir* 
tunate  travellers  had  entered  the  vaUejw 

Before  the  ravishers  emeiged  from  the 
glen  into  the  more  open  country,  they 
struck  into  the  wood  by  a  narrow  p^thy 
where,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  road, 
another  party  was  stationed  with  a  litter, 
into  which  the  fierce  dii^  lifted  the  ^tiU 
unconscious  Zemyra. 

The  motion  of  the  litter  now  awaken* 
ed  Zemyra  to  a  consdousness  of  her 
dread&il  situation,  and  the  most  terriUe 

appre- 
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apprefaenskHisiyfOBe  in  h^  breast  Tom 
from  her  only  juoteetor,  expoied  to  tlie 
lawless  sond  savage  dispositions  of  man 
whose  dark  and  scowling  oountenanees 
bespoke  them  truned  to  deeds  of  darki* 
iies%  where  now  was  ihearm  that  would 
intarpose  betweoi  her  and  imminent 
desUmctiim  ?«~Love  dictated  tbougbta 
which  reason  kamediately  rgeeted.  Her 
noble  deliverer,  fiur  distant,  knew  not  the 
dai^iers  to  which  she  was  exposed,  oi  her 
h^art  fimdlj  aBsuied  her  he  woukl  fly  to 
her  succouar«  This  reflection,  though 
finutkss  ia  every  othtt  respect^  afibrded 
her  strong  eonsolaticm;  and,  like  the  an- 
gel of  hope^  it  revived  her  spirits,  befiHre 
fimking  under  the  load  of  misfortune. 

Hw  nAtddiom  wece  intemipted  1^ 
herfleyeeeondueter  liNi^bly  t^ingbo- 
that  the  eurtattns  of  the  litter  must  now 
be  dose4  es  tliey  had  eiilt0sd  a  more  fte^ 
quented part  of  theeountry. 

On 
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'On  Zem3nra*g  earnestly  entreating  to 
be  informed  of  the  place  of  her  destina- 
tion, or  why*  she  was  thus  torn  from  her 
aunt,  be  answered — **  You  will  know 
that  in  good  time;  4t  prefi^nft,  silence  will 
be  youroiily  security  and  your  b^st  pro- 
tsctton.  Your  death,"  continued  he,  dis- 
playing a  stifetto  he  wore  in  his  girdle, 
*1  will  follow  the  least  exdamation." 

Thus  saying,  he  drew  thle  curtains  of 
the  litter,  and  lefb  Zemyra  to  the  sad  me- 
ditations which  the  dread  of  Lecmtio, 
ihto  whose  power  she  felt  convinced  she 
was  fallen,  sugge&ted.  They  pursued 
thteir  journey  in  silence  till 'towards  the 
close  of  tiie  day,  when  as  they  were  as- 
eending  a  toilsome  mountain-path,  Ze- 
myra perceived,  through  the  curtains  of 
the  vehicle,  th^  approach  of  a  man  on 
horseback.  Her  heairt  sunk  within  her 
from  the  appr^ension  that  he  wqis  Leon- 
tio.  From  thii^  dread  she  was  refieved 
by  one  of  the  band  exclaiming — "  Ha, 
•  '  Michael! 
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Michael!  whence  come  you  so  unexpect- 
edly?" 

"  From  the  prince.  You  must  return,** 
replied  the  horsemw 

•*  Peace,  ye  babbling  fools !"  cried  the 
rough  voice  of  the  chief. 

The  eager  ear  of  Zemyra  could  not 
gather  what  was  said  further,  as  the  con 
versation  was  continued  in  a  low  tone; 
but  she  had  heard  .enough  to  convince 
her  that  h^  suspicions  were  founded  on 
truth,  and  that  Leontio  was  resolved  to 
put  the  threats  into  execution  which  he 
had  uttered  in  thei  palace  of  the  mar- 
chioness at  Florence.  In  the  midst  of 
the  misery  ilit6  which  this  conviction 
plunged  her,  she  gathered  some  faint 
oonsolatidn  from  the  assurance  that 
her  meeting  with  the«  dreaded  prince  was 
'for  some  reasicM^^  deferred^  as,  in  complin 
^hce  with  the'ordei^  she  had  heard  the 
horseman  give,  they  were  now  returning 

<  ^  through 
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Iteough  the  toad  they  had  just  fBaiB^i, 
with  as  much  rapidity  as  the  roughneu        i 
of  the  way  would  pmnit 

Night  now  doted  seroundy  and  Zemy- 
ra  hoped  that  her  eondftKSton^  by  step- 
ping at  some  inn  or  cottage,  might  af- 
ford bear  an  oppmtunity  of  escaping ;  but 
even  thia  fidnt  hope  left  her^  when  die 
found  that  they  fttill  proceeded.  Thqr 
continued  their  journey  tfar0u|{k  the 
jough  track  of  a  fiHMtjpatb  until  they 
arrived  at  the  eKtremity  oS  the  woed^ 
aoid  aSb&r  travelling  over  an  ixpen  inhM- 
pitable  heathy  tfaey  p^eeived  what  tibey 
thought  the  light  of  a  eottafe^  aj^peacing 
in  the  distanee  thiou^  the  tieea. 

<<  We  have  misaed  the  road^  ^gfiM^ 
criedcHieof  the  band.  '^  We  are  <»  tb? 
wwng  side  of  the  mountaite*  This  wiU 
never  bring  ut  to>  the  pkee  of  oiur  desti- 


I  b^n 
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""  I  h^gxi  to  fear  w^  repUed  tbe  coi^ 
ductor^  iDterruptinghim ;  **  howevari  we 
will  proceed  towards  yonder  light,  where^ 
perhaps,  we  shall  find  some  person  of 
wbom  we  can  inquire  our  way." 

As  they  i^proaclied  nearer  this  ol^ecti 
the  ground  became  more  wooded^  and 
the  light  that  had  bef<»e  guided  th«m 
dsmppeared*  They  now  proceeded,  as 
nearly  a»  they  could  g«KS%  in  the  same 
direction  through  the  grove,  when,  on 
eK&erging  from  among  thb  trees  into  an 
open  space  df  ground^  they  perceived  the 
light  th^  had  seen  proceeded  from  a 
watchfire,  and  the  next  moment  they 
were  challenged  by  a  sentinel. 

Unable  to  give  the  cDuutwttgyi  i^ 
quired,  the  leader,  cursing  the  folly 
which  had  thus  led  him  into  the  very 
danger  he  had  so  studiously  avoided,  at* 
tempted  to  retreat  into  the  wood*  The 
sentinel  seeing  him  hesitate^  instantly 

gave 
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gave  the  alarm,  and  being  joined  by  the 
guard,  the  band  was  immediately  sur- 
rounded. 

The  conductor  attempted  to  defend 
himself,  and  calling  to  his  comrades  to 
follow  his  example,  drew  his  sword;  but 
as  none  of  the  band  obeyed,  he  was  soon 
disarmed,  and  the  whole  party,  vnth  their 
fair  prisoner,  were  conducted  before  the 
general  by  the  officer  of  the  guard. 

**  Alas  !•'  tnei^tally  cried  Zemyra,  "  for 
what  new  misery  am  I  reserved?  rescued 
perhaps  from  one  danger  to  fall  into  a 
greater r 

Drawing  her  veil  closely  over  her  face, 
she  proceeded,  with  her  fierce  compa- 
nions, to  the  general's  tent. 

"Prisoners,  my  lord,"- said  the  Offficer, 
oil  entering,  "challenged  by  the  sentinel 
at  the^  outposts."  v 

"  Whence 


d  by  Google 


ISKANDfiR.  91 

"  Whence  come  ye  ?**  ^d  the  vener- 
able count  Armanstadt:  'declare  your- 
object  in  a^roaching  the  camp." 

*^  Accident,  my  lord,  conducted  us 
hither,'*  replied  the  chief.  ^*  We  were 
journeying  from  the  convent  where  this 
young  lady  has  been  boarded,  on  oiir 
return  to  Bologna,  and  having  missed 
our  way  in  the  forest,  we  unwittingly 
encountered  the  sentinel.'' 

Zemyiti,  shrinking  from  the  gaze  of 
the  ojQicers  who  crowded  the  general's 
tent,  was  too  much  abashed  at  first  to  de- 
dare  the  felsehood  of  these  asseHions ; 
and  though  her  thoughts  at  this  adven- 
ture, when  she  beheld  the  prepossessing 
countenance  of  the  vene^ble  general, 
were  those  of  joy  arid  hope  of  deliver- 
ance, yet  she  almpst  determined  to  forego 
the  favourable  opportunity  of  escaping 
from  her  persecutors,  rather^han  expose 
her  sorrows  in  an  assembly  where  not 
one  of  her  own  sex  appeared  to  encou- 
rage 
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rage  her^  and  where  her  tale  oaight  not 
bQ  credited,  were  i^  fa  relate  it 

All  ^e0e  tionsidemticms  soon  vanished 
hfSoate  the  dreadfo)  asfioraDcd  which  she 
felt,  that  if  she  aiijPesed  the  pi^fient  fa^ 
vouraUe  OGdafiidl  te  pussi  die  laust  aocm 
inevitably  be  cDHiri^ed  to  the  power  of 
Leontia  :     ^ 

Partially  drawing  aside  her  veil,  she 
thus  addressed  the  venearable  ^mtA^ 
''My  l^d^  if  your  breast  ever  knew 
coaapasfiica),  I  beseeoh  you  to  pity  the 
nuslbrtimes  of  a  (ttstifessed  iq|iured  wo* 
miai!  Perniit  me  to  assure  you  that  the 
assertions  W*  that  persoii  ate  entirely  fake" 

''  Hold  r  interrupted  the  eonductori 
casting  an  appallinig^  look  at  his  shrinking 
ci^ptive. 

The  oouit  waved  hui  hand  to  eom- 
inand  silenea^-**''  Spetdc  ^thont  fear^ 
my  childi''  said  he^  mildly :  ''  you^  shall 

not  be  aigain  interrupted." 

With 
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W4fth  nwijr  lUudiefl  SFanyra  detailed 
Ae  partioiilan  of  Im»  jomiiey  flt^m  Fl^ 
HmceemkAe^Frnf  t^  Vengtee,  In  Hieemi. 
{Mwy  cf  ht^  ftutvt,  1^  mudiieiiesfr  41 
Ctmfomo  t  wni  ^Mtt  m  farfrem  hwfing 
beiaiAedtn  «  oomriiittffc  BdlognAytiheliad 
never  seen  that  city.  Hhe  eondnded  by 
describing  the  violent  means  that  had 
been  used  bytihe  emisstfies  of  the  prince 
of  Parma,  akd  (^  suoe^MS  'wbidh  had  ait- 
touted  tlieir  raacUb^wttons^ 

The  general,  with  the  caution  of  age, 
appeared  to  hedtote  between  two  such 
oentrndietory^tatraoehti^  wbeiitbeyoung 
baran  of  SMeafddt,  wbo  steed  ait  ids 
right  hand,  exdaimed-^^  Surdy,  my 
hud,  you  wtt  ndt  fsi^  a  mement  doubt 
wMcb  of  4b#ie  jovt  ougbt  1»  givo^redk 
to  ?»  la  not  tfie  darkest  viAmy  j^amlf 
iip)cted  on  tile  loiMiof  Aat  iMii>  eouii* 
teiiaiitte,  whtleo»  iSak  hdy^  btauteeuv 
ftee  trath  appMi#  in  Hm  most  le^^e 


Zemyra's 
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2ai7wc^  verefaent  toAe  grannd 
X  ^LK  ^Bxiksi,  ad  die  ooont  le^ 
B  ji»jiB^EHBrbrayiiig— "Eldenfiddt, 
rni  lai^  »  MMrt  CTOJ  ywmg  man 

i*;;iLiL     Is&pMdK^ofpRpOCKS- 

as:^  iDii  x]^  CDdenwr  to  decide  lo- 


2,jgp^  gooKb  tRmbiing  anpow; 
^  aujt  ^wrrnpport  henelf  unckr 
2K  i-Bsiiljf^*™**  of  bdngagm 
ii  i  in  3^  «  Uontio's  aatuies. 

'  rtlietnithflf 


-    ^^B».».diefidsft7rftbatof 

'^  ^^t.   OrenanK  with  emo- 

It  Via?  3«i  «*"«*'«*  "^ 
jg^ijAifii^ofherfirtuie 

n^  i^h- to  flnk  under  bff 

J««ae^itn7>  wfaeotbe 

jr  <»e  rf  *******  ***^  "^ 

of 


.4gfeKrByG0t5?te 


of  smcerity,  by  isaying,  thatasthey  weie 
now  prisoners,  he  cared  ndtber  for  hk 
emj^yernor  the  piino^  and  he  would 
declare  the  truths  which  was  exactly  ^^ 
the  lady  had  stated  while  the  tale  of  the 
leader  was  a  vile  fabrication.    . 

The  eyes  of  Zemyra  were  upturned 
to  heaven  in  .gratitude  for  thus  permit- 
ting  her  testimony  to  bie  Qorrobotated,  and 
she  stood  a  few  seconds  absorbed  in  men* 
tal  thankfulness. .  Her  attention  wa^^ia* 
called  to  the  scaie  around  by  thecooiifi 
questioning  the  infonn^  whsit  was  the 
prince  of  Parma's  intention  in  sti^ 
the  person  of  the  lady  who  stood  \xbe 
him? 

''  As  to  that,  my  lord,"  te^  ^ 
man,  'M  fdon't  know  whdt  the JMjon 
might  be,  but  our  orders  wenptoirey 
her  to  the  prinoe'a  ^riUa»  vAmia 
Perhapfithe'ladyeat)teUliiuHiietter 

than 
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tluui  I;  but  I  have  heard  (hat  it  was  be- 
eause  she  would  not  listen  to  his  lave."* 

^  Save— ^,  save  bk  ftom  his  powaf  f 
eried  Zemyra.  ^  You  cannot  now  doubt 
the  opppresrion  of  wfakh  I  have  been  the 
victim,** 

'^  No,  lady,**  said  the  venerable  gene- 
ial»  ^I  donotdkb^eveyourstatanmt; 
*  and  noiv  my  doubts  are  diq><fled,  you 
shall  find  in  me  a  wann  fiiend  msi  ^ 
powerful  pfotector.— See  IShese  metk  be 
seeurod,'*  eontinned  he,  adcbessing^  hin^ 
setf  to  the  oAcer.  ^  As  subfecfes  of  the 
prinee  of  Flannel  shall  detain  dieni  pii 
iCNMraofwar.'' 

The  officer  obeyed  die  commsoid. 
None  now  remained  in  the  pavilion  but 
tibe  general,  bis  son4n4E»r  the  baron 
SMen^ldt,  and  the  finr  Athenian. 

^  Ladj)"^  said  tlie  baMn,  MSJtoen  as  the 
taut  was  eleaied,  «iiie  eoimt  andl  iiqr- 

self 
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self  deem  ourselves  thrice  fortunate  in 
biing  the  means  of  your  ddiveranoe 
from  the  emissaries  of  Leontio^  and  their 
nncavalier-like  master.** 

^  I  cannot  find  words  to  thmk  you, 
ngnor,"  relied  the  agitated  Zemynu 
conquering  with  difficulty  the  rising 
tear  as  she  cast  ha*  eyes  around  the  tent, 
as  if  she  would  have  said — '*  Even  this  » 
iK)t  to  me  a  [daoeof  safety/' 

•  The  penetrating  glances  of  the  liaron 
read  in  that  inquiring  look  all  that  Ze^ 
myra  would  have  uttered,  and  taking 
her  band  he  led  her  to  die  inner  pavilion, 
where  to  her  great  joy  she  was  welcomed 
by  a  lovely  female,  the  baroness  Elden- 
feldt 

The  baron  explained  to  his  wife  the 
events  whidbi  had  thrown  the  Mr  stran« 
ger  under  their  protection,  and  caused 
her  to  appear  before  her  at  such  an  hour* 
With  sjrmpathetic  tears  she  commise« 

VOL.  ih  F  r^ted 
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rated  the  mis&irtunes  of  the  youtlifiil 
Greek,  as  she  briefly rdated tbehistorjr 
of  her  i9!oes  fhim  the  deotb  a£  the.pmice 
of  Athens,  her  ill-fated  pecmt,  and  widi 
the  kindness  of  aa  old  fiieiid  9b»  bode 
ber  cease  her  sorrows,  and  ihdidge  in  die 
hope  of  brighter  diays. 

Under  the  proteetioir  of  the  yesKtraUe 
count  of  Armanstadt,  and  in  tiie  sod^ 
ety  of  the  amiable  baroness  Eldenfddt 
and  her  acooaifdiflhed  hudband,  tranquil- 
lity again  visited,  the  breaat  of  Zemyn^ 
and  she  would  have  deemiedherscif  coi»« 
paratitdfy  happy^  had.  not  tibe  retuUeek 
tion  of  her  aunt,  and  amaety  fbr  b&t 
welfare,  embittered  her  reflections.. 

The  seigniory  of  Venice,  in  the  con- 
test between  tte  emperor  andilie  Baillan 
states,  had  pneserved  a  straofc  nentratilyv 
and  had  alike  refofied4r  passages  through 
its  territory  to  the  troops  ofieathcr  pelirer. 
The  baron  therefoes,  on  diieoiwring'that 

;  Zimyra 
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ZOkfT^  inar  90  <doisdy  nhMi  to  thief 
i6germ&tTQe(S^heatf*  when  she  was  one 
dsty  expteMiBghte  apprdieiisioiift  abouf 
the  fate  of  the  marchioness,  that  he  woaldi^ 
if  she  pleased,  send  a  troop  of  cavalry  to 
esoarfe  hbr  to  anjr  of  the  fiKMitiei^  toWhs, 
wlie»e6  Ae  HUght  xAdi'  tlM^'  cipital^  m 


ZkmyH^  expfestod  her  gratitiide  ^ 
this  mark  of  Idndnedii  and  attentkm  to 
her  mriiiitt';  but  considering  th^t  she 
muat  {tai^liiroug^  a  Wge  trtd^  of  eoQiw 
try,  which  beingiVery  recently  ocbujmd 
by  tfie  Atis^n  forces,  was  stUl  in^  aT 
state  of  turblilente^  and'  dreading  to  b^ 
cKpoeed  to  a&y  new  dangers^  she  beggecP 
the  baron's-  panUission  to  remain  still  hW 
guests  and  liiiA  in  the  mean  WhHe^  rfiA- 
would  write  aiid  acquaint  her  i^ikives^ 
o£  her  own  safety  and^  weifkt^ 

To  this  arrangement  the  baroness  gave 

ar*  wMm  appMvvhr «  tl^  amiable  qua* 

f2  lities 
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litiesof  Zemycahad  so  won  her  affec- 
tions, that  to  have  parted  &oax  her  would 
have  been  the  source  of  the  bitterest  re« 
gret 

The  Austrian  troops  having  taken  pos- 
aessionof  Mantua,  thehead-quarter8t)fthe 
anny  were  removed  thither ;  and  the  inha* 
bitants  being  favourably  inclined  towards 
the  emperor,  rendered  it  a  residence  far 
more  agreeable  to  Zemyra  than  a  camp, 
as  well  as  to  the  baroness,  whose  affec- 
tion for  her  husband  prompted  her  to 
dare  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of 
the  field,  rather  than  be  separated  trom 
the  beloved  partner  of  her  heart.  Her 
health  had  also  been  precarious  fbr  some 
time  previous,  and  for  that  reason  her 
anxious  husband  re^iced  that  by  the  re- 
moval to  Mantua  she  would  enjoy  ac- 
commodations such  as  a  camp  could  not 
afford. 

.  Not  many  days  after  this  event,  the 

general 
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general  reoaved  dispatches  fiom  the  an* 
peror,  commanding  him  to  detach  the 
baron  of  £lddnfeldt  with  a  large  body  of 
veteran  troo]^  to  joinihe  Austrian  fbrcesy 
ivhich  were  marching  to  reinforce  the 
confederate  Christian  army,  under  the 
command  of  Vladislaus. 

Never  till  this  moment  had  the  sum- 
mons to  the  field  sounded  hJEffshly  to  the 
ear  of  £ldenfeldt  The  emperw^s  order 
was  peremptory,  and  admitted  of  no  de* 
lay,  so  that  the  march  towards  Hungary 
must  be  commenced  immediately ;  and 
knowing  the  barwess  would  not  heax  of 
a  jepamtiim  firom  him,  he  dreaded  the 
effects  pf  the  journey  in  her  present  d^ 
bilitated  state. 

When  the  intelligence  was  imparted 
to  her  by  the  baron,  not  all  the  tender 
arguments  hf^  could  advance,  not  all  that 
Zemyra  could  urge,  for  a  moment  wer? 
able,  to  shake  her  determination  of  ac- 
F$  companying 
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QfMEafmiymg  her  luidiaiid    She  6aid  4&it 

her  feora  in  tfie  absepiee  of  Mldevtdi^ 
Vfiouid  he  voaek  mote  ia^wmms  to  W 
bedfth  than  iei^^sen  ttie  &A^gQM§  and  ktem- 
v^Eiieofie  iof  the  iong  mavefa  she  fliuat  un^ 
dertafce,  axic}  ivhich  in  his  ^sodietjr  mwM 
be  stripped  of  all  its  di^ulfey^. 

When  Z&HOLf&L  fperodved  that  the  re- 
solutaoi)  <^lhe  baixmess  was  unaltemMe^ 
she  lesol^ed  to  aceampany  h^  to  Hob* 
gary,  aldiough  "by  so4ioi.iig  «%e  W4>q|ldbe 
Wioipp  remote  from  Venice,  and  pwhtqis 
lose  an  eady  opportunity  of  returning  to 
that  eity .  Vet  ehe  glad^r  em%r^09i  that 
oeeai^on  to  evince  her  gratitn^  fyf  the 
kindiieiM  i^e  had  roipeived  from  her  va- 
lued friends  and  protectcns. 

^  I  puffl  s^  daka  your  preteotimi,  my 
lord,"  said  Zemyra^  ^  and  with  your  peiw 
mission  aaeompany  yev  to  Hmgavy,^ 

Th€Lha«Hi  was  Mky  senj^Ue^ctf  Kemy- 

ra'a 
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nfs  delicacy,  in  thus  mddng  the  journey 
to  Hui^^ary  appear  as  a  &vour  oan&nred 
on  bar*  and  thankfully  accepted  the 
proffered  kindness. 

The  baroness  was  delighted  at  this 
arrangement,  as  she  felt  fat  Zemyra  a 
fiisteiiy  affection,  and  it  would  have 
wnokg  her  heart  to  have  parted  from  h^. 

The  Tirtaes  of  the  lovely  baroness  £U 
dmfi^ty  winch  became  more  conspteu^ 
oas  from  longer  acquaintance,  drew  forth 
the  warmest  admiration  from  Zemyra. 
&r  love  for  her  husband,  which,- in  the 
opjnkm  of  some,  might  be  deemed  an 
acessive  fimdness,  in  the  eyes  of  Ze- 
ttytB  was  a  most  amiable  trait  of  cha- 
xaeter  r  and  the  baroness  was  no  less  de- 
%fatedwitli  theengaging  atid  admirably 
qualities  which  every  day  proved  she 
possessed.  Similarity  of  disposition  soon 
incKeasiod  the  prqsossession  which  at  first 
sight  they  had  felt  for  eadi  other ;  and 
f4  the 
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the  baron  bdield  with  pleasure  the 
fiienddiip  which  existed  ^  between  hk 
beloved  spouse  and  the  amiable  Gteek. 

From  the  accommodations  which  the 
care  and  tenderness  of  Eldeni^ldt  had 
provided,  the  baroness  proceeded  with 
less  inconvenience  than  had  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  as  they  traversed  the  moun- 
taiilous  districts  which  divide  Italy  from 
Germany,  she  felt  grebt  ben^t  from  the 
purity  of  the  climate,  and  seemed  &st 
approaching  to  convalescence. 

Thfese  pleasing  anticipati<His  were  soon 
overcast.  The  troops  had  now  passed 
the  mountains,  and  were  traversing  the 
tangled  forests  and  marshy  plains  of 
Croatia.  The  baroness  soon  felt  the 
change,  and  languished  as  she  breathed 
the  moist  air  of  this  foggy  climate^ 

They  had  now  entered  the  kingdom 
of  Bosnia,  and  were  within  two  days' 

journey 
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joumejr  of  Belgrade,  the  point  of  rendez- 
ronSf  when  the  iUness  of  the  harcmess 
was  increased  to  such  an  alarming  de- 
gree,  that  it,  was  impossible  for  l^r  to 
proceed*  She  was  then  conveyed  to. 
the  neighbouring  convent  of  St  Alba» 
where  her  afflicted  husband,  after  taking 
a  heartrmding  leave  of  her,  consigned 
her  to  the  care  of  Zemyra,  sajii^^— • 
**  Watch  over  this  dear  treasure  of  my 
soul,  for  I  feel  that  my  &te  is  so  firmly 
bound  in  hers,  that  the  loss  of  my  Con- 
stantia  would  leave  tiiis  woild  a  blank 
to  ma  Imperious  duty  calls  me  hence ; 
but  I  leave  the  dear  partner  of  my  heart 
with  more  tranquillity  than  I  could  have 
hoped  for,  since  she  is  in  the  care  of 
such  a  friend  as  Zemyia  has  proved  her^ 
self.'' 

The  sympathizmg  Zemyra  repressed 
a  rising  tear,  the  i^ontaneous  tribute  to 
conjugal  afifection,  and  replied — *^  Be  as^ 
snred,  my  lord,  that  all  that  your  fond*^ 
est  wishes  could  suggest  for  the  comfort 
f5  of 
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^our afflicted  $4md  IAmQ  1» pei^MTiM^ 
vith  the  most  scnipubui  ewe.  I  trust 
tbe  gkom  oecaeioiied  hy  tlue  aqanntiM 
will  fae  chased  by  the  vanks  af  h^Mn 
and  joy  with  which  ycm  will  ahoptty 
xaeet  again.'^ 

^  Heaven  so  giiant  11!"^  leipaiided  the 
knqp,  with  a  dwp  a%h^  aiid»  mseainti 
}»gf  hit  steed,  he  jsxt  bimidf  at  theheed 
of  the  tioops,  and  naidied  wttbi«(iiAty 
tgrwaids  Belgpsda 

The  hopes  mtik  whseh  Zeinjrva  hri 
f Bfkavcoued  ta  inspiie  £UeBfeldt  wees 
mot  pvompted  bgr  an  esfiectslMii  thai 
Aey  wauhl  ba  re^puaed  ^  the  ntleot:  As 
hadi^ntnxedtopredfet:  mt^lnfffm 
and  debittfy  ai  her*  £deiid  she  aaiw  ^ 
causes  of  protracted  illness,  and  thoui^ 
she  hoped  m  uHimilei  ]»eemt7q,  shf  Mt 
eonacima  that  it  miist  takp  jjhsfi.dtk  a 
distant  peciod;  hut.  eyen  this  hsqpe  was 
soon  anoihilsteflTn-tlM^  defiartin^  of  the 
haran  aieeted  ^  wmkewd  fivn^  ^ 

the 
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the  patiieiit  to  such  a  degree,  tbat  she 
grew  boarly  vronei  the  best  asustanee 
.that  the  skill  f^  physicians  could  afford 
^WB$  quite  fruitless — death  had  marked 
her  lor  his  victim ;  and  the  fourth  day 
after  the  departure  of  Eldenfeldt,  thk 
youthful^  amiable,  and  almost  idolized 
wile  of  a  fond  devoted  husband,  was 
torn  ftom  him  by  the  universal  cooqumor 
—-She  expired  in  the  supporting  arms  of 
Zemyra^  and  her  last  breath  was  ^n- 
ployed  in  commending  her  widowed  hus- 
band to  the  protection  of  Heaven. 

The  stimulus  that  had  supported  Ze^ 
nyra  during  three  successive  nigfatd  of 
walchfiilness  was  dow  lost  in  the  pallid 
form  before  her;  and  when  the  fatal 
truth  that  the  hapless  Constantia  h^d 
ceased  to  breathe^could  no  longer  be 
doubted,  her  senses  forsook  her,  and  she 
mek  poweiiess  to  the  ground. 

The  physiei^ai,.wha  was  presa^t,  hav* 
F  6  ing 


d  by  Google 


108  ISKANOEIi. 

.  ing  prescribed  proper  restorative*  and 
rest  for  his  lovely  patient,  left  hef  to  the 
care  of  the  pious  sisters  of  St.  Alba, 
who  removed  her  inanimate  form  from 
the  chamber  of  death,  and  applied  the 
prescriptions  of  the  phy»cian  witili  such 
success,  that  she  wa$  soon  restored  to 
sensation,  but  was  still  so  greatly  debi- 
iitftted,  that  she  gladly  acceded  to  the 
request  of  the  abbess  to  retire  to  an  apart*- 
ment,  and  seek  the  repose  her  exhausted 
Realties  so  much  required. 

A  messenger  was  dispatched  to  ap» 
prize  the  baron  of  the  fatal^event,  which 
had  rdbbed  him  of  the  being  that  was 
far  dearer  to  him  thaA  his  own  existence. 
He  had  reached  Belgrade,  and  was  juKC 
about  to  mount  his^  horse  to  attend  the 
king  of  Hungary,  at  a  review  of  the 
forces,  when  the  courier  amved,  bearing 
a  letter  from  the  abbess  of  St.  Alba,  ccm* 
taining  the  heartrending  recital  of  the 
death  of  her  ilk  whom  was  centered  aH 

his 
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his  earthly  bliss.  With  eager  trepida'- 
^xm  he  tore  open  the  letter,  and  there 
lead  the  ccMifirmaticm  of  his  worst  fears. 

Heedlessof  the  piousconsolation  which 
the  abbess  had  subjoined^  the  fatal  reality 
was  all  he  could  behold.  The  stroke 
M  upon  him  like  a  thunderbolt ;  a  dead- 
ly paleness  overspread  his  countaiance^ 
and  the  warrior  and  the  man  were  lost 
in  the  excess  pf  the  acute  feelings  that 
overwhelmed  the  husband.  In  another 
suxnent  he  grasped  the  reins,  which  had 
dropped  from  his  nerveless  hand,  and, 
mthout  uttering  a  word,  or  noticing,  in 
the  slightest  manner,  the  monarch  and 
his  retittue  that  stood  near  him,  he  put 
ipms  to  his  fiery  steed,  and  darted 
through  the  city  gate  with  the  rapidity 
o£  an  arrow. 

The  convent  of  St  Alba  was  situated 
at  the  distance  of  two  days'  journey  firom 
Belgrade,  but  the  fleet  courser  of  the 

distracted 
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cUslraeted  Eldcmfeldt,  urged  laj  hk  mas- 
ter to  fuU  speed,  performed  the  jcnmiej 
in  a  much  Sorter  period,  and  the  asto^ 
nished  abbess  beheld  him  at  the  ocmv^ent- 
gate,  when  she  supposed  he  could  not 
hare  left  the  city. 

The  convent-bell  announced  that  Hie 
hour  of .  mterment  drew  mgfa»  but  no- 
thing oouM  pyrrent  the  heart-stricken 
£idenfdU|  from  gazing  for  the  last  time 
upon  thoae  features  it  had  been  his  do> 
fight  to  behold  when  glowing  with  bcatdi 
and  affection.  like  a  faded  lily,  the 
adored  partner  of  his  souUay  befcHre  him ; 
her  fixtures,  though  fixed  by  the  cold 
hand  of  deaths  still  possessed  a  cairn  seu 
renity — -no  lineament  of  de^jair  distxxrted 
her  countenande,  but  it  bore  evident  teft* 
timony  of  her  having  resigned  her  soul 
into  the  hands  of  her  merciful  Creator 
with  a  phcid  confidence,  whidi  the  ter- 
rors of  death  itself  Imd  no  power  to  de> 
stroy. 

Zemyrs 
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ITetiQrm  £»bor9  to  iu^cle  on  the  oh 
0rad  iOfrQWs  of  the  wi4ow^  bapon,  un* 
till  th$  fini  €A)iilUtum9  of  hU  jgnei  had 
wlniiiid*  At  W  ftppronoh.  bia  sorrow 
Imfstiiwth  sfre^b^'' Alas!"  m^  he,  ''ia 
Aw  the  huppiQ^tti  you  predicted  nt  om 
teitt  iQfeltog?«^Sbipp}«Q9S  is  DO  loor^ 
tbtlolKif  DUfiifiiMtr 

S^emym  eo^ld  oidy  vcfily  hy  her  tears ; 
and  in  liiis  eaogciiid  aymptthy  fiom 
am  11^  Imew  9iid  apimc^ftled  %he  worA 
ml^woMbl^'m^xm^  his  depurled  con^ 
jot^  tiM  nii^ted  illdei^eldt  experienced 
thtt  fiift  dawniv^  ef  eonsolatnm  thai  had 
liriftad  hi9  despo^diis^  breast,  dnee  the 
]iM»fml  vhm  he  was  iiifo  Aoed  of  Im  m 


II  wet  evening;  the  ecmTent-bdl, 
tfM*  warned  tht  ifttiahitaitta^  ef  the  neighs 
Imvdag  d^^net  of  liie  departure  of  a 
fellow-mortal,  was  heard  haaviiy  tolling 
^  akng  the  thickly-wooded  valley  of 

St 
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St  Alba.  The  solemn  rite  which  hid 
from  the  view  of  Eldenfeldt  the  remains 
of  her  who  constituted  the  sum  of  hi^ 
bliss,  was  perfoi^med  by  the  venerafafe 
abbot  of  St.  Stephen,  a  monastery  not 
far  distant. '  The  sweet  voices  of  the 
nuns  cbaunted  the  melancholy  strain  of 
the  requiem  for  the  departed  souL  EU 
denfeldt  and  Zemyra  attended  as  the 
principal  mourners:  how  sincere  ijiras 
their  grief!  they  heeded  hot  the  extern 
nal  paraphernalia  of  sorrow^  '^  the  modC'* 
cry  of  woe.**  Eldenfeldt  was  following 
to  a  premature  grave  the  dearest  object 
of  his  hopes,  the  centre  of  fais  joys-^h^r 
with  whom  he  had  fondly  expected  te 
tread  the  road  of  life  in  sweet  comma* 
nion — the  participator  of  his  pleasures, 
thesympathetic  friend  in  his  grief.  These 
halcyon  visions  were  swept  away,  whfle 
the  sad  reality  <&  his  loss  alone  remained^ 
and  hung  upon  his  heart  like  the  weight 
of  a  millstone. 

jZemyw, 
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Zemyra,  although  her  grief  was  not 
diaracterized  by  so.  great  acutenesS)  yet 
she  smcerely  sympathized  in  the  accu* 
mulated  woe  which  pressed  so  heavily 
upon  the  afflicted  Eldenfeldt.  She  also 
felt  severely,  when  she  reflected  on  heir 
own  situation.  At  a  time  when  Heaven, 
in  pitying  kindness,  seemed  to  have 
given  her  a  friend,  a  sister  in  heart 
though  a  stranger  by  blood^-*-^ne  with 
whom  she  could,  as  it  were,  exchange 
souls,  and  in  whose  society  the  loss  of 
kindred  seemed  forgotten — ^that  friend^ 
that  sister,  was  snatched  from  her  by  the 
itrdke  of  death ;  the  link  of  friendship 
was  severed  for  ever,  and  she  felt  hep- 
self  forlorn  and  alone,  iii  a  country  r^ 
mote  from  those  to  whom,  by  the  ties  of 
kii^red,  she  was  entitled  to  look  for 
protection. 

When  the  grave  was  closed  over  all 
that  endeared  him  to  this  world,  and  the 
solemn  service  was  completed,  Elden^ 

feldt 
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fMt  TttbeA  to  the  extiemify  fdf  the 
dmrdb»  wfaew  t  efuc^x  wm  sqsp^ided 
ugainst  the  wall  Hare,  fior  a  while,  he 
knelt  in  ^ilrat  |ffay«,  while  the  hig 
dtof«  of  scorrow  coursed  each  other  down 
tifl  ma&lf  cboek  in  ^ilck  jmeees^on. 
After  a  time,  the  tean  ceased  to  Aev; 
Mfan  DesigmftiQii  waa  depicted  on  bit 
teoimteiianci^  and  he  ejaculated,  m  he 
M6e--''Memfttl Power!  I  thank  tibee 
that  thom  hast  heea  pleased  to  pour  tlie 
faakn  of  confection  into  the  wounds  of 
Ibis  bleeding  heart  i  and  her^  hefi»e  thik 
aaered  aymbcd,  I  vow  to  desrote  my  lift 
to  thy  fiiervi^,  and  to  continue  a  addier 
4f  the  croeB,  till  called  to  meet  my  de> 
parted  Confitantia  in  those  regions  wh^re 
aorrow  is  never  known,  9nd  where  the 
blessed  inhabitants  fear  no  second  sepa- 
ration!" 

He  returned  to  theconvasit,  and,  pre- 
senting a  purse  of  gold  to  the  abbess, 
he  entreat^  her  to  indemnify  herself  for 

the 
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tkefT^mmfi  Ihiit  hwi  <bwB  incnmed  dn. 
img  ^  tfloMs  nf  lis  lamented  ^nsort 

He  AbeD  ihide^ddteii  to  Zemyra ;  and 
after  advising  her  to  remain  at  present 
u  ii  houAer  mjA  Ae  sBEhese^  iie  caxiti- 
nu^^d*^  I  would  j^wfly  aooampany  joa 
to  Vmace,  tiay  noucdipyakifd  and  ainiai)le 
fiMttdL  Itttt  I  An  tnj  absenee  from  tho 
tnopy  liM  been  alraady  pnoteaoted  too 
kng.  You  w3i  be  «  pet&et  eeeority 
under  tiie  pnotaatien  of  the  worthy  afa« 
beps,  uvtil  ymx  tan  appriae  your  nMJ&vm 
aif&xr  sitaatkm.  i  akall  remember  you 
10  fBjr  j:^Qiis ;  eBd»  fael^ve  m^  if  I  ever 
kan^  it  In  my.  poRrer  to  ^^rdnoe  my  deep 
tamp  af  ymjot  Ij^idn^as  to  her  who  19 
noir  a  faoaifeifiad  ipiik,  Zemypa  shall  find 
tiiat  the  almoatplwoken  heart  of  Eiden* 
fiddt  is  Mill  alive  to  tbe  feelings  of  gmti* 
tude.'' 

The  ftttmv^  of  Zemym  was  rendered 
iimo8|;  kwrliealate  by  ^t^wing  tears ; 

and 
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and  when  the  massy  gates  of  the  cbn^ 
vent  closed  behind  him,  she  retired  td 
her  apartment,  oppressed  with  the  emo- 
tions that  swelled  her  troubled  breast 

A  courier  had  been  dispatched,  by  the 
care  of  the  abbess,  to  Venice,  and  Ze- 
myra  anxiously  expected  his  return.  To' 
beguile  the  tedious  hours,  she  strayed 
through  the  romantic  grounds  belonging 
to  the  convent,  which  extended  to  th6 
btoks  of  a  small  river,  the  bound  of  se^ 
partition  between  the  domains  of  St 
Alba  and  the  adjacent  territory^  Herey 
in  oontiemplating  the  beauties  of  the  au- 
tumnal scenery,  she  spent  the  greatest 
pert  of  her  time;  and  as  she  reclined 
tin  a  moss-grown  seat  that  was  placed 
on  the  bank  o£  the  stream,  often  ftom 
this  sequestered  spot  her  fervent  aspira-^ 
tions  ascended  to  the  Giver  of  all  good# 
whose  hand  had  guided  her  in  safety 
through  so  mmiy  dingers,  and  in  the 
seasons  of  tibe  greatest  extremity  had 

raised 
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friends,  where  she  could  least  hope  to 
find  them. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


**  Now  shield  with  shield,  with  helmet  helmet  clos*d^ 
To  armoar  armour^  4aDce  to  lance  opposed ; 
Host  agaixist  host,  with  shadowy  squadrons  drew, 
•  The  spunding  darts  in  iron  [tempests  flew  ; 
Victor  and  vanquish'd  join  promiscuous  cries. 
And  conquering  shouts  and  dying  groans  arise  ; 
With  streaming  hlood  the  slippery  fields  are  dyed/' 

The  widowed  Eldenfeldt  retraced,  with 
languid  steps,  the  road  to  Belgrade.  On 
his  arrival  at  the  city,  he  found  that  the 
confederate  armies  had  commenced  their 
march  towards  the  shores  of  the  Helles- 
pont. The  impetuosity  of  the  c^rdmal- 
legate  would  have  hurried  the  troops 
over  the  snow-capt  crags  of  the  rugged 

Hiemus^ 
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Hiemus,  but  the  expawnce  of  Hxu 
nuidea  orerruled  iim  rash  dengn ;  and 
tibe  Cfavistian  army,  under  ^  supremo 
aommand  of  Vkdidaus,  pursued  the  te^ 
dioua  but  mate  aecnre  route,  orver  a 
champaign  country,  along  the  shares  id 
the  Euxine. 

JutiflffT,  either  p^^onaHy  or  by  his 
emissaries^  had  esdted  a  crusading  i^i^^ 
rit  in  many  part»  of  Europe,  and  by  the 
golden  hopes  that  he  held  out  of  an  easy 
conquest  of  the  Ottoman  power,  in- 
duced numerous  adventurers  to  join  in 
thfis  expedition  a^nst  tfaeinfideisi 

Philips  duke  of  Burgundy*,  inspired 
with  chivalrous  sentiments^  and  seconded 
Iqr  the  enthusiasm  of  his  subjects^  fitted 
out  .a  gallant  fl^et,  which  sailed  from  the 
eoast  of  FIand««  to  join  the  naval  fbrces 
of  the  ecdeslastioal  states  and  t^ose  of 
the  repuUics  of  Genoa  and^  Venice.  Thi» 
fgpmidlifale  arouanent  entered  the  Hisl^ 

*    lespont 
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lespont  in  triumph,  and  the  intdligenee 
of  its  arrival  was  the  ^gnal  for  the  ar* 
mies  of  Christ^idom  to  march  from  the 
pkce  of  rendezvous,  as  the  operaticma 
of  Vladislaus  were  to  be  seoondM  by 
the  fleets  of  his  allies. 

The  troops  had  entered  the  plains  of 
Bulgaria  before  Eldenfeldt  came  up  with 
them.  Followed  by  a  single  attendant, 
he  guided  his  weary  steed  up  the  steep 
ascent  of  a  toilsome  hill,  as  the  sun  was 
fajst  declining  amidst  the  purple  douds 
of  the  western  horizon.  The  barcm's 
imagination  carried  him  back  to  the  pe« 
riod,  when  the  hours  spcnit  in  the  toils 
of  war  were  brightened  by  the  reflection 
that  the  smile  of  w  affectionate  wife 
awaited  his  return.  Where  noW  was 
that  almost  adored  being  ?  The  cold  ca« 
vems  of  death  were  dosed  over  his  be- 
loved, and  the  world  presented  no  more 
attractions  to  the  widowed  heart  of  £1^ 
den&ldt;  aU  he  now  sought,  and  the  ob^ 

ject 
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death  in  the^field  of  iglory,  and  to  join 
^th9^piugellpirit  of  his  mtichJai^edCon- 
stantiay  in  that  superiw  moaiU^  wfaoe 
kindred  souls,  disencumbered  of  the  load 
.«f  9iamfy^d»Yf  jvmfm  enm:  united  in  the 
(f^ofmwt^  ianmQeudvAt  and  xinceas- 

:He  ibad  nowi^iibed  the  ^mmit  of 

Ibe  1^ ;  md  if^evex  martial  pncN^ect  was 

'  ttHflfiMfid  to  Ittflasnte  tha  <beart  >of  a  >war- 

sior,  a  "mt^  mch  ^aa  was  now  presented 

4p  the  ;«kw  o£  <  the  baron  df  Eldenfeldt. 

The  ifvfiole  plain  of  Ar^alow  af^ieased 

.0Q\/s«red,>with  troppa;  a  thousand  d^e- 

^[&tt  atandards)  wantoned  in  the  mri  4he 

^tiering  of  arms,  the  dash  of  weapons, 

ik^ym^iCoaAx^Boe^  the  aoidiers,  and 

tSuemm^  of  imartial  hirtniments,  bcwne 

M^miK^uiBitspaa  Hie  bree29e,  <9aused  Us 

heart  to  exuU^  and  his  dkedc  to  glow 

with  military  ardour;  but  the  grief  that 

.{VM  rpnidrtmiiMmt  JTi  Itie  'Sadasses  of  his 
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heatt  soon  assumed  its  wonted  sove- 
reignty, and  the  glow  of  his  manly 
countenance  vanished  like  the  hectic 
flush  of  disease; 

An  hour  after  sunset,  Eld^ifeldt  ar- 
rived at  the  spot  where  the  army  had 
encamped  for  the  night,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  succeeding  day,  he  once 
more  appeared  at  tiie  head  of  the  Ger- 
man auxiliaries.  Those  who  had  fol- 
lowed him  from  Italy  hailed  the  return 
of  their  beloved  general  with  gladness; 
and  from  the  officers  he  received  the 
most  affectionate  condolence.  This  was 
a  source  of  mbumful  pleasure  to  Elden- 
feldt^  who  was  sensible  of  the  sincerity 
that  dictated  it;  for  he  knew  that  the 
gentile  virtues  of  his  departed  Gonstanlia 
had  exdted  the  eisteem  and'  adttrirati<»i 
of  all  whom  she  IumI  admitted  into  the 
magic  circle  of  her  society.  / 

The  Christian  army  pnxsttded  towards 

:     ;  .  the 
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the  sea  with  the  confidence  of  victors, 
and  at  length  arrived,  after  a  protracted 
march,  at  Wama,  on  the  shores  of  the 
Euxine.  Here  they  took  their  station, 
eagerly  anticipating  the  arrival  of  the 
confederate  fleets,^  whose  coming  they 
awaited  pi^ously  to  their  marching 
agamst  the  capital  of  European  Turkey. 

On  the  day  succeeding  that  on  which 
the  Christians  encamped  at  Wama,  when 
the  hope  of  heholding  the  anxiously-ex- 
pected fleet  grew  stronger  and  stronger, 
an  alarm  was  spread  through  the  camp, 
by  the  preppitate  return  of  a  foraging 
troop  of  horse,  who  brought  the  unlook- 
ed-for intelligence,  that  the  Turkish  sul- 
tan, whose  passage  from  Asia  Palsolo- 
gus  the  Greek  emperor  had  engaged 
to  prevent,. was  approaching  by  forced 
marches,  and  that  he  was  now  but  a 
day's  journey  distant,  at  the  head  of  an 
immense  body  of  forces. 

G  2  These 
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'Jhese  aoo(Hmt8»  so  unekfieQtecl,  .amd 
for  wbich  they  wexe  w  totaUjr  unpse- 
spared,  struck  CDiistesniitiQti  md(&amxy 
into  'the  hearts  of  the  sddiers  i)£VyM&^ 
laus.  A  eeundl  was  immediatdy  smn- 
naDnQi;.and  it  was  then  ffaatitibe  liaiigfa- 
ty  cardinal^  first  repented  ffAhe  ppfedpi- 
tation  of  which  he  had  teen  the  tcmuae, 
and  proposed  tlie  disgraceful  and  imprac- 
!ticable  measure  cf  a  retoeat. 

To  this/Huniades  instanldyand  warmly 
replied— ^'  Liord  cardinaJ,  ju^withstmd- 
iqg  the  reluctance  with  which  I  aigaged 
in  this  expeditiKNEiy^iiw^  comm^ieed,  I 
will  never  desert  it  while  itbe  rsmaUest 
ihope  o£  anccess  remains ;  with  my  &itii- 
ful  troop  of  Walaohian  (Cavaliy,  I  will 
stand fforward fas  thcrchan^pion  of  ^Chris- 
t^»don(i ;  and  >^ho  (is  th^ife  ftmos^  the 
.vandors  ^that  j^uxvoiKidtnfte,  wbotwould 
not  envy  me  .such nan  vhpnourable. sta- 
tion ?** 

The 
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The  loud  Moiaiiiations  which  answered 
thtrboidjmdresoliite  deeboration  evinced 
the  i9«itimeDt»  diat  now  actuated  the 
assemblj^ ;  and*  the  preparationt  fer  battle 
were  bc^n  with  almxityr.  liie  spirit  of 
Hkiniactes  seemed  to  be  infiised  into  the 
bieasts  of  afi  ranks  ofi^  sormy ;  the  de- 
spondeney^  tiiiat  reigned  at  the  news  of 
AaxmnAlB  approach:  was  dissipated  by 
the  hope  whidi^  Hm  confidence  of  Hu- 
niaflkcs  ioqoired,  and  in  the  good  fortune 
of  tiuit  meoessfol  geneial  the  Cfaristiai^ 
aFnay  beheld  dieur  sum  paBadittin. 

«  Amurath,  whose  presence  had  been  re- 
qsnred  in^  Asiti  t»  ^uett  the  disturbances 
that  had  arkeii^  on  being  ii^>rmed  of  the 
king  of  HiM]garf*s  march  from  Belgrade^ 
imnedigtely  set  ootrlbr  Adrianople.  On 
\m  armtl  en  the  ^lores  of  the  Bos^pho- 
m^  be  Ibimd  bis  passage  obstructed  by 
the  fleets  of  the  Christians  of  the  West. 
Chagrined  at  this  unexpected  impedi- 
laentr  the  poKey  of  the  Ottoman  saStan 
GS  did 
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did  not  desert. him.:  he  fouod  means  to 
tamper  with  the  vacdUating  Pala^Iogus, 
and,  through  his  interference,  the  diiefi 
of  the  naval  armament  were  secaretly 
brought  to  aid  the  views. of  the  sultan: 
they  were  not  long  proof  against  the  wily, 
and  sophistical  reasoning  of  the  Greek 
emperor,  and  the  more  weighty  argu- 
ments which  the  gold  of  Amumth  had 
power  to  adduce.  The  chieftains  receiv-^ 
ed  an  immense  sum  as  the  price  of  their 
treacheary,  and  the  Turkish  troOps  were 
suffered  to  ^ass  unmolested  to  the  west* 
em  shore  of  the  Bosphorus.. 

Ainurath  being  joined  at  AdriaBopie 
by  the  fcwws  that  had  been  destined  fcMr 
the  conquest  of  Epiras,  advsanced  by 
forced  marches  '£0  cheek  the  progress  of 
the  army,  whose  ol^eet  was  the  sul^uga- 
tion  of  his  dominions  and  the  total  over- 
throw  of  his ,  empire^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  No. 

vember, 
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v«mber»  in  the  year  1444,  the  hostile 
forces  of  Vladidaus  and  Amurath  ap- 
peared drawn  out  in  ord^r  c^  battle  on 
the  plains  of  Wama.  The  armies  that 
fought  under  the  banners  of  the  cross 
were  opposed  to  the  soldiers  of  Maho- 
met ;  and  while  each  confidently  hoped 
for  conquest,  the  expectations  of  neither 
wete  founded  on  presumption. 

The  king  of  Hungary  and  Poland,  al- 
tlioiigh  young,  was  yet  a  successful  ge- 
neral ;  and  in  the  martial  prowess  of  Hu- 
niades  the  Christian  army  possessed  a 
tower  of  strength.  The  general  of  the 
Gaman  auxiliaries,  the  baron  of  Elden- 
feldt,  had  iraised  his  fame  by  his  deeds 
o£  arms ;'  and  although  the  bad  faith  of 
Qeofge,  the  despot  of  Servia,  had  been 
frequently  displayed  in  his  negociations ' 
and  trei^es,  his  courage  in  the  field  had 
been  repeatedly  proved  and  fully  ac- 
knowlediged. 

g4  The 
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b3?!  their  eagerHesB  to' ehgAgb  evmasA 
their  asburatace of suoccste.  On  theodier 
hand,  the  Ottoman- troops  wen  led  on 
b^F  their  em{)erov  and-  hy  the  beglarbep 
of  Aiiatdlia^  and  Romania,  w|iose  nai^es 
stood  highi  on  the  rolls  of  miUtdrjr  faniet 
and/ the  gpeat  saperiority  of  tinsir  num- 
bers over  those  of  tilie  Christian'  foiees 
gave  them  confident  hopes  of  victory. 
Such  were  thedispoatticmsof  tiieadverse 
hostsf  vrhen  the  triMipels  on^  eithof  side 
soundWAe  chaige^to  bartte. 

Anuiital)h<  in»  pdiiK>n.  commandedi  the 
centir^  of  the  TmiiMi.  smmy,  the  vwoffy 
of  Romania  in  theiight^  and  tbeixashAW 
of  illR^lia  the  left  winj^  Ta  oppose 
,  thisfbrmidable  disposition  of  the  enemj^ 
the  maiii  body  06  the  Ghmstiatti  fiines 
was  led  on  by  YladislaiiByi  supported  b^ 
Eldenfeldt,  while  Hnnisdnt  and  the 
despot  of  Servia  assmned  the  cMQnMind 
'  of 
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of  tike  i^htMidkft  wiaga  Here  the 
coomge  oi  tie  waiwode  of  Walachia 
shone  emsnentfy  eonspieuoiis^  while  with 
dreadful  awiftness  be  commenced  the  at- 
tack at  the  head  of  his  cavahy.  There. 
m^tsatce  eS  iksi  part  of  the  Turkish  armj 
which  waa  opposed  to  him  was  enfeefaleil 
and  fivitlfiss.  In  iwnAd  the  badbaw 
of  Anatofia  endeavour  to  eoinpel  his 
tcoopa  to  Bsdce  a  stand :  they  had 
prtrred  the  force  of  the  irresistible  arm  of 
Huniades  in  the  plains  of  Transylvania 
«^they  tremUed  at  the  reooUeetion,  aad 
aoi^hfcaafetf  from  ifts  terrible  prowess  in 
igoormxAom  fli^bt  The  shouts  of  the 
vktamua  Walacfaians  trere  heard  by 
the  tfoopa  opposed  to  the  despot  of  Ser- 
viB»  and  deenmig  the  battle  lost,  they  i^o 
gave  iray  ha  Oiaordtr: 

Amuialii  with  dismay  beheld  botii  Us 

wiiigi  rttrMthig  in  the  greatest  eonfu- 

swn;  irtote-his  vMeranjaniagaiies  who 

fought  asowM  bis  peraon  could  scasedbjr 

G  5  resist 
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resist  wiiih  soceess  the  aident  valour  <tf 
the  king  of  Hungary  and  his  soldiers. 
Near  the  person  of  Vladislaus  were  sta- 
tioned the  German  auxiliaries  ;  and 
wherever  the  ponderous  battfe-axe  of  the 
monarch,  or  the  powerfiil  sabre  of  the 
baron,  were  directed,  the  heaps  of  tur- 
banned  heads  that  lay  prostrate  in  the 
dust  marked  tfadr  destructive  progress. 
Inspirited  with  these  successes,  and  per- 
ceiving the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy's 
wings,  the  eager  monarch  urged  the 
whole  weight  of  his  troops  upon  the 
firm-wedged  pha^Lnx  of  the  janizaries 
that  guarded  the  sacred  person  of  the 
sultan.  In  vain  did  those  veteran  sol- 
diers attempt  to  oppose  the  impetuous 
onset  of  the  Polish  and  German  in&ntry : 
Vladislaus  at  the  head  of  those,  and  £1- 
denfeldt  leading  on  these,  bore  down  all 
resistance.  The  faithful  janisaries  pro- 
tected with  their  dearly-sdkt  Kves  the 
person  of  their  sovereign.  'Still  they  re- 
treated, though  disputing  mmEy  inch  of 

ground ; 
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ground ;  and  the  champkm  of  IskmiBm, 
beholding  fate  wamoi:»4allmg  on  all  sides 
like  the  scattered  leaves  of  autumn, 
gave  up  ail  hope  of  resistance,' and  con* 
sidered  the  battle  as  lost  The  head  of 
his  proud  charger,  which  had  hitherto 
ever  borne  his  in^perial  n^aster  to  con- 
quest, was  turned  from  the  foe,  and  the 
despiairing  sultan  attempted  to  seek  in 
disgraceAil  flight  the  si^ety  that  the  fa- 
tal field  no  longer  afforded  him.  While 
he  hesitated  between  this  ignominious 
resource  and  the  imfminent  danger  o^ 
maintaining;  his  post,  the  triumphant 
shouts  of  yiadislaus  sounded  in  his  af- 
frighted e^»  terrijbl?  as  the  voice  of  Az- 
rael,  the  t^^e^^f^l  9ngel  of  death.  No 
longer  daring.  tP  hesitate, ,  he  i^urred  his 
steed,  and  Y^ouM,  have  ,turned  his  back 
upqp  the  enemy;,,  .when  an  aga  of  janiza- 
ries, who  htadyjoft^  followed  his  lord  to 
victory,  burning  with  indignation  to  be- 
hold him  dessert  the  fiel4,>  seized  with 
herculean  grasp  the  bridle  of  his  horse, 
G  6  as 
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aii  fif^mpi^  dllM  b^  faio^aildrexdaiMMd 
&**  t^»m  «lllHH>8«ilni  of  Ate-  btboit.  of 
OfttMhtti?    SlMBthe^^MlnpoftHywar^ 

a^ce?  The  Mnies  ^  tbtf  ft^iilH 
£A^d  Ma^tsm^  1^  f&t  sb^  liiirour  to 

Mrf  V6tari«;" 

*  '^  Peace,  dtyC»«r*  (sridtf  f I«e  iflfbl9M«d 
siiltdh.  <'  MaTiotti^  BifiMdlf  'H  l«(ip«d 
trith  the  followed  o^CMHML  TKbdMetef- 
.ofth^ftitfifftjli^biblten^fltedf^fleaitoow^ 
\3/e(6f^  the  rising  gtotfies  df  ih^  <iitm-r 

He  hieht  his  \niM  t6  hide  f  h^  «Mf 
of  bUhnhg  Hagea^  that  bed^Wed  his 
sT^arth^  che6k.  ^d  <l^  mMi^  it^  ti, 
if  insj^fifed  with  ft  Atd^tett  fititdi  df  h<^, 
h&  snatched  the  ¥^m  froAi  th«  ^AK^  «r 
the  aga,  ai^d  onc^  W6ti  «ttifid9  hi«  fto» 
fow^rrds  the  puntiing  fo«.  KaStity  Mtti- 
9A^  6^  his  tichl^^tf(l#(«il«l^  t^  tilfe 
i^xVbik  di^W  froMfr  hi*  biMMft  the  tMiftt^ 
6f  ]ped<!6  ibiit  had  l««n  ni^fied  Wit^  M> 
ttttdi  iMlentt^,  ttid  bdlMtg  it  tt^,  flstf 

to 
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HI  tliei  fiuKoff  JSjoKmtir  Ik 
Fsopltel  ofltl»  CfaBBtOM!  iait 
lliissllnit.th(Ni  lewasdariitibe  petfiAy?  of 
tivf  womhippera  ?  I  call  opcm  tbee^  if 
tikiiD  be  a  God,  aa  ^ey  pvodaihi'  tliat 
tbett  iurfe,  to  display  tirj^  power  in'  pa«- 
nBiMi{^ti>iiie  inpnnis  votaries  who  haM  ^ 
dared  to  violate  themostaEMared precepts 
of  thy  law,  and  to  mode  the  majesty  of 
thy  fmna*' 

'  A  kud  and  mivetsal  shoot  from  the 
TttTks^'pRKdaimed  tdie  lettum  of  the  soi* 
tan,  and  the  renewal  of  the  battle  The 
troops  gained  new  courage  and  now  per- 
oei^cA  that  tlM?  conpttslif^'SBitA  b^ 
ef  thdir  fldversariai  ww  tatsHy  tmsup- 
pofted  fay  the  wings,  which  had  ^judiei* 
Muly  cohrtantted  die  puvsuit  of  the^sconi- 
itedbe^evbege.  Vladitilaiis  also  now  ol^ 
served,  that  in  his  eagernesafor  vaetory, 
he  had  not  for  a  momeiKl  caleolated  on 
Ibe  poasiliiBty  of  a  veWise  of  £vtune ; 
and  no  apoHcr  had  thetideof  succesabe* 

gun 
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guato  turti;  than  Msfbrces  retreated  be- 
fere  the  ciiBieteis  «xf the  veteran  janizaries. 
Amttfath  ^reaving  this  advantage, 
urged  forward  his  men  by  his  voice  and 
example,  ci7iiig<<^f*  The  offended  God  of 
the  Christians  lias!  beard  tny  prayer — ^he 
has  delivered  his  faithless  worshippers 
into  our  hands.''  .     '  ■ 

•    .        .    •  ;  '         '  ,7/' 

From  this  moment  the  uMmate  vic- 
tory of  the  Turks  was  scarcely  doubtful, 
as  the  spirits  of  the  Christians  sunk  in 
proportion  to  the  success  of  their  eniB- 
mies.  .    :'      '  •:.  ',••.•:/!  -;.;.  .  .•    . 

.  In  this  emergency,  it  was  ;in  vam  that 
yiadislaus  wished  to  sumoKin  tixe  forces  of 
Huniades  and  the  despot  tohisaid^  The 
prudence  of  ( Hunaadea  badiforsfdcen/faioi, 
for  having  seen  thb  TArks  rfetieating  ib 
all  directions  before  the:  coinfederdte.  ar- 
my, heihad  seeonded  thei  i/^shes^  of  his 
troops^  iand  pursued  tlie  flying  ba^w  of 
Anatf»liai  The  faithless  despot  of  Servia 

had 
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had  akso  prosecuted  the  advantage  he 
had  gained  over  the  viceroy  of  Romaniay 
for  a  i^ort  time;  biit  soon  returning  to 
the  field,  and  finding  that  victory  was 
leaning  towards  the  sultan,  he  with- 
drew the  forces  under  his  command^  and 
hastened  with  all  possible  speed  towards 
his  own  dominions,  hoping  to  ihaHe 
good  his  retreat  before  the  victor  would 
have  sufficient  leisure,  if  he  possessed  the 
disposition,  to  pursue  him. 

Thus  forsaken  in  the  time  of  his  great- 
est need  by  his  perfidious  ally,  Vladis- 
laus  did  not  despair,  and  still  exercised 
all  the  abiUty  of  a  courageous  and  skil- 
fill/general,  in  endeavouring  to  maintain 
his  ground.  F^n^vmg  the  desperate 
situation  and  personal  dangero^tfae  king. 
Ilk  officers  ur|^  him  to  retreat  while  he 
yet  had  the  power.  Vladislaus,  turning, 
to  Eldenfeldt,  who  stood  near  him,  co- 
vered with  dust,  and  the  blood  issuing 
from  a  wound  he  ha4  recurved  firom  an 

-  -  arrow. 


d  by  Google 


1S6   ^ 

fflsow,  cfrahdmed~^*  Do  yeiit  also  join  in 

*' Yesf,  mey**  vepHcd  the  banm^  '•  I 
would  strenuoiiflLy  adfmeyou  to  pteserve 
your  valuable  lifir." 

**  AoA  wiU  you  follow  me  fiom  tkis 
fiital  field?"  rejoined  the  moriardk. 

•  <'  Nerer,''  esdaimed  Eldenfeldt  t ""  but 
I  am  as  a  witheredbreitck^  andbfaaTetiow 
iwandntioii  but  to  611  for  the  good  of 
the  cause  in  wfaicA  I  hare  engaged ;  but 
you,  my  lord,  have  a  kingdom  whose 
faappiiiess  depends  on  the  safety  ef  your 
rojraL  person.' 

^  What  is  my  kuigdoM*  or  what  am 
the  mukifdied  diadems  of  xwoM  df 
eiiqpisea,  if  I  amdeflfNiiledof  uy  giory  ? 
No;-  contioMiedtlK  waviyk&  monavdv  exr 
aUmg  his  y<as»,  ^  Vlfi^»iai&*  wHl  retire 
fiprn  this  Uwdy  field  wit^  a  victor's  ho- 
noucs,  or  ftll  («k  the  spofc  wiith  a  aoidia?^ 
r^QQwnJ^ 

Tfans  sajpng^he  agite  made  towards  the 

place 
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if<tt(sd  the  ptemM^  of  AdauMti.  Eli 
^m  d^9  fiMreMdbg'  the  dieadful  cotise^ 
quences,  rushed  to  his  side,  detennining; 
if  possible,  to  preserve  the  life  of  the 
itumwdf  by'  the*  smshMce  <£  his  own. 
BathMsted  a^  thuy  were,  thc^:"  d^i^nte 
v«kmr  again  tiiitmed  lite  i«tiks  of  the 
siiltatfs  best  troops>  Aid  the  pn>wes»  of 
tkeiiBr  htiities,  wh0,  reokfett^  of  danger, 
pei^mi(9d  d^iedi^  abtttosft  inutedi 
ntt»^d(a^ofc  1tmoi«iiitt^  the  hearts  of  liie^ 
guaKl^of  Amittiil^^  when  d  ra!ndbAi  j»- 
WB^  ^l(eitedtfieiiii9AaitA'6<steed»  and  he 
feB^pMstnite'on  l^tf  graottdi 

Vlhdiskcis,  tillable  to  esfikate  him- 
8^,  wasf  soon'  overwhelmed  with  a' 
^Itower  €tP  darts;  and  he  e^ired  under 
the  blows  of  a'  Ifhouisand'  weapons.  Bl-^ 
denfeldt,  the  moment  he  beheld  the  fall 
of  the  king,  spifang'fkim  his  horse  to  en- 
deavour to  assist  him.  Ite  fell  an  im[- 
mediiatig  saerifice  to  his  bdldhess,  for  he 

was 
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wfl8  instai^y  av^rpowered  ao4  iilain  by . 
tb0  swords, of  ther^iahis  tibtat  pressed 
around  the  .JtK^y  pf  the  iUrStei^ 
tain;  ■       .  .^  .-    >  •;  • -.  '.  -=  .»  .^ 

<  Thus;  feU  Vliadislausy!  the.  pow^j(ul 
monarch  of  Hungmy  and  Pdandi^  in  the 
pmm^^of  ixiaahoo4  after.peijforming  8u«h/ 
prodigies  of  vpJour  a?  tfe^i  ,Tur]cs  trem- 
bled to  rqmemjb^iv  Hj^^'d^atb  wiasthatof 
a  hero  worthyMq^^tbQ  lil^  that  had  pre- 
ceded it,  and  yi'bQSi&rd^partuiiei^was  ho- 
nouredrbyithe:/3fi(9|fifl$:  ofthe  life  of  a 
true  knight >and.ii  valiant iwairior,  the 
amiable,  herpicv  but  h^irtbn^W  Elden- 
feldt,  whose  emancipated  soul  hailed 
with  transport  4he,  oompl^tjoi^  of  its 
earthly  pilgrifOb^g^  apd  hastened,  to  meet 
the  kindred  spirit  of  his  departed  wife  ia 
the  pure  regiops  of  eternal  r^tv  . 

.  A  iihout  tbfit  rfsnt. the  vault  pf  heaven, 
announced  to.bpth  armies. th?  fall  of  the 
g^enJis$imo  of  the  Christians.   It  burst 

on 
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on  the  ears  of  Huniades  as  he  returned 
&om  the  glorious. but  imprudent  pursuit 
of  the  bashaw  of  Anatolia,^  whose  divi- 
sion he  had  completely  routed.  What 
language  can  describe  his  horror  and  dis-^ 
may,  when  on  returning  to  the  field 
where  he  had  left  Vladislaus  triumphant- 
ly bearing  down  all  resistance,  and  whom 
he  expected  tP.meet  w:ith  the  wreath  of 
victory  on  his  brow,  he  leamt  the  hard 
destiny  of  that  unfortiuiatepnncej  Hor- 
ror-struck, and  bittedy  upbraiding  him- 
self, he  stood  for,  a  moment  the  image  of 
despair,  when,  beholding,  the  Christian 
forces  flying  in  the  utmost  confusion  be- 
fore the  Turks,  he  exclaimed,  in  a  loud 
voice — ^*  Dastards !  is  it  not  enough  that 
your  pusiUanimity  has  suffered  your  king 
to  fall  beneath  the  d^s  of  the  enemy, 
that  ye  will  leave  his.  sacred  corse  a  prey 
to  the  dogs  of  the  infidels  ?  rFly,  ye  cow- 
ards, and, proclaim  your  dis^ace  in  the 
streets  of  Bud%!-r-but.  ye  that  dare  call 
yourselves. meUf  follow. me!  and  by  the 

anointed 
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aiK»Ated  head  nmacBiiftiis;  ^I  mest^he 
shttH  ]fee  he  ]«i7«iiged  !-^  hcKptomb'  i(^ 
turbanned  fiiea A  shaQ  be  tiie  IbneraltiO' 
pfty  of  the  w«rriiMr.SMag;r 

1%iid  saying,  he  hishe^  on  at  t^e  head 
ofHis  camdiy,  who  determined' to  share 
theibrfeimeaeffheurbeibved^kf:  Lfte 
the  thBYidkrfenelt  ef  heaf^en,  he  fitfioudy 
ML  npen  tbeeYfeM^,  and  the  astonished 
sultan  b^dd  the  BafCle  ranewed  whm 
he  dieewed  iSM  Aei  deaiffi  of  iSie  general^ 
had  ensedflffire^astsHtceto  cease;  Exas- 
perated at  iMa  nen  md  unexpected  at* 
tadr,  he*  hate  dbwn  with  tShie  ivhok 
strength  ef  M^  atift  numerofMaraiy  upon 
the  amsdl  fbree  that  Mowed  the  stioid- 
ard  of  the  Wittflehlsff  dbM.  That  in- 
tre]^  eofflmander,  stung  to*  tfie  soui  at 
thedeath  of  Ms  pnifeCs  seemed  tahsre 
acqtiired  #esh  bodBy  vigour  fiom  the 
vengeance  that  swcAed  his  fioiHng  l^reast 
Tbe*  strokes  of  his  safareirefe  aimed  de* 
stroctive  and  rapid  as  the  ligfatnmg's 
'  flash, 
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flash,  «nd  i^  Jaag-taei  .«ol4vis  pf 
Ajntimth /fell  be^  Mm  Use  tbf;, wi- 
thered giw  b«d^se  :the4xliist«f  jttiedtmd- 

In  vain  did  suaoeysive  j^nks  .cje^Am^ 
ihe  filen  that  sunk  l)i^QceJus4eMb-4ml- 
hag  Iwfmd;  eachadYaofd^  «dl^  shai^ 
the^fi^teiif  JbisjixxstrnteflogpfipEfMl^  Jiiqp- 
ported  by. his  ifejthfed  yVtfttoflhiup  komfi- 
mov  thejnduw^^of  .Av^uiiiilh  .tcejontM 
before  the  destroying  jibii^ftf^  vlwee 
prowess  thinned  thdr  firmest  ranks,  and 
tb^  ^retre^feed  in,  a^S^ht  ,tp  itbe  spot 
whec&Jbe  suHanwns  4^tiM)^,*«(e(ica- 
ting  thw:  .cosiwijdice  ,mi^  thp  xalqur  <  of 
the  unemguered  Huwuade;.,  ^.point- 
jQg  out  to  hi«.i$j«in|t  •^i'P<^  "^^  .hand- 
^.of  men  before  .vihpm  ib^.j;ntteaited, 
by  luriow  itbn^ts  ioj^one  ,and  l«fge 
promises  JU>oth«rsy  ja»d%  .boW^  .«?c|k>- 
m^Mi,fimm  in  ibis  ,t^bl&pQnflipt, 

Amnnth  *<:.l*jn«y4h  micinapdft^lin  tl'TllffP' 

the 
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the  weapons  of  his  forces  upon  thehand- 
ftd  of  Christian  wan^ors.  Again  Huni- 
ades  rushed  forward  with'  his  small  but 
determined  band»  and  once  more  the 
Turks  retired  before  the  stroke  of  his 
dreaded  arm.  Victory  seemed  to  have 
deserted  the  standard  of  Ottoman  to  add 
new  laurels  to  the  brows  of  the  Wala- 
chian  chieftain,  when  he  was  struck  full 
oh  his  helmet  by  a  stone  from  an  en- 
■gine,  and  fell  from  his  horse  deprived  of 
sense  and  motion. 

The  fall  of  their  conquering  foe  was 
at  first  unperceived  by  the  Turks,  who 
were  retreating  in  affright,  and  he  was 
instantly  borne  from  the  field  in  the 
centre  of  the  small  remnant  of  his  faith- 
ful adherents.  Observing  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  retrieat  of  the  enemy, 
Amurath  concluded  thai;  their  general 
w;as  either  skin  or  dangetously  Wounded ; 
but;  iv^ehed  and  d&piritedas 'he  per- 
ceived 
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ceiyed  his  ^tiBtter^ '  eatmy  tb'  be,  he  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  hazard  a  pur- 
-suit.       "..^   '  •  »  •      ■•'*.' 

Such  was  the-  issue-  df ^  this  eventful 
day,  in  Which -the  streftgtJi'  of  Christen- 
dom  was  deprived  of  ah  active  and 
pow^rfol  all-in  thepersonf  of  the  unfbrtu- 
note  Vladislaus.  Beddes  thahy  chieftains 
whose  deeds  of  valour  ent^lied  them  to 
an  exalted  Tank  in  the  records  of  military 
&me,  the  best  troops  of  Hungary  and 
Poland  felt  on  the  blbddy  field  of  Wama. 

The  ^irdiny-lfe^t^;  ^vho^e'  pliant/ge- 
nius  was  alike  -  kuited^  to  the '  tamp  and 
the  csLbmet^  fdr  the  sWord'atid'ihe  cro- 
sier,  had  followed  Vl^slaus  into  the 
hottest  of  the'bkttlb;!  ^'  tUef  haughty 
though  brave  J^iart'etf  St. 'AngeJd  fell  a 
martyp  in  'the  <iuii^  he  had  sd  strenuous- 
ly adVoci^Kted:  As  biiniatti^pi^essed  ea- 
geiiy  fdrwards  to'  attempt  td'  t^tieVe  the 
fiital'^enw  iii<J6  km&i  hi^'^drdbitf 'had 

hurried 
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"  Would  that  thou  hadst  lived,"  exdiin- 
ed  the  chie^  **  to  witness  how  the  vrai- 
iwodepf  W|i|a(^  will  r^^eq^t^^l^idge 
he  gaye  hg^foue  t^  diel^M  .Suda,  ^rfbe 
jg^eld  of  W:an»i  !^Bat,.D^(IQe  to.tby  ;«^, 
.mux  &t0,^  d««iiu;^  ,it  tOtJlM^wA^! 
JMiagr^  Umi  ^od  .ii»(»e  iperegr  {fi^^m  j|^ 
Cx^fijbor  A^  thy  i^qiWrfit^ittm^ -^^ 
n^Ofled  at  jt3>y  W^s  r* 

Jn'«^bi«M^;t«Fo  .toagH«8.j&ng9 /V^iBi9«, 
Huniades  began  to  shew  agns inanima- 
tion. His  js(^ei8thitd.JflJ4:hMm^n  a 
hflnli;^  an4  .Iqo^  his  ihatfisn?d  .bekmrt. 
jlihe  .n#«;ihii)g  hi^ezp .  plAyiog:  AiM>p  .bis 
pallid,6wp>  WfKWWed  Wp  torn  .ti>e.-«^- 
pe&ctJwnjp  \vjt4^  j)iAib»dj)i9n,(a9il  invs- 
Iceped  him  tofummfif  H^f^ip^flfifn  ^ 
tb^ fiital  4«y.  Wbwi^ •Ti3i8iii8W»c«i- 
abl(^  t»mmk%}mUim*  bminmiRi  bis 

;l»|iuNmt(t^t,ewfgNfl  lb«<8lAHi^tflr)^ 

the 
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the  Moody  afield  of  Wama,  and  after 
ti  tedious  journey  readied  the  eapita^ 
^here  inteUigeiiee  of  tiie  iesfie  of  the 
inacffipicious  tenth  ^  November  had 
^ftrrived  befow  them.  To  add  to  tile  de- 
spair that  )^ vaded  tlie  breasts  of  aH 
nnks  9t  the  untimely  thou^  giori- 
ou8^aU<>f  tiieir  ^dl«sit  and  (^ivalroHB; 
monarchy  fame  had  magnified  the  tia- 
tion's  km,  and  numbered  th^  beloired 
-general,  the  bulwark  c^  ^he  'kingdom, 
among  the  heroes,  who  fell  on  thc^  plains 
•of  Wama.  The  supposed  death  eif  this 
^great  eommander  caused  inere  heartfi^ 
fiorrow  than  ev^i  the  loss  of  VIa£s- 
-laus  hknself.  How  ^eat  then  was  the 
joy  that  expanded  the-bearts  of  the  Hun- 
'garians,  when  th^  behcdd  tiieir  Cham* 
pion  enter  the  gates  of  Buda  alive  and 
unhurt !  The  transporting  tidings  were 
-soon  circulated  through  every  steeet  of  the 
•city,  «id  the  acdamations  that-rose  in  all 
'ffirectionsi^eemed  rather  those  whidhwel- 
-eomed  «n  army  returning  triufHphantly 
VOL.  II-  H  laden 
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laden  with  the  trophies  of  conquered 
foeSf  than  the  remnant  of  a  vanquished 
host.  In  the  safety  of  Huniades  the 
great  public  calamity  was  am€fliorated ; 
and  while  the  nation  lamented  the  loss 
of  theirsovereign,  they  rejoiced  that  their 
almost  invincible  general  was  yet  ^ared 
to  the  people's  prayers,  who  rested  their 
immunity  from  Turkish  slavery  on  the 
prowess  of  his  arm.  At  an  assembly  of 
the  ^states  of  the  kingdom,  Vlad&laus  of 
Austria,  yet  a  youtb/  was  called  ^to  the 
throne  of  his  lamented  predecessor,  and 
tjommenced  his.  reign  under  the  aus}^ices 
of  Huniades,  who  was  elected  by  the 
isame  diet  to^the  elevated  station  of  guar- 
dian of  the  youthful  monarch,  and  su- 
preme captain  and  governor-general  of 
all  Hungary. 

When  the  sultan  of  Turkey  surveyed 
the  reliques  of  the  immense  host  with 
which  he  had  entered  the  field  of  Wama, 
hg  acknowledged  the.  prowess  that  had 

been 
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been  displayed  by  the  Christians  in  that 
hard-fought  field.  To  his  officers,  who 
congratulated  him  on  the  victory  he  had 
gdned,  he  replied — *^  The  ruin  of  my 
empire  would  be  the  conseq^uence  of  a . 
second  similar  victory,"  To  evince  his 
respect  for  the  valour  and  conduct  of 
Vladislaus,  he  caused  his  body  to  be  in- 
terred,  and  a  column  to  be  erected  to  his 
memory,  which  recorded  the  bravery 
and  bewailed  the  unfortunate  destiny  of 
th^  heroic  monarch. 


H  2  CHAP- 
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V      ^  i?hfc  rfi^ad  a(»pearftnce'«bafi-il6t*liist— h 

The  perfidious  conduct  of  the  despot  of 
Servia  had  been  displayed  in  a  manner 
fer  .more  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
Christendom  than  his  deserting  the  field 
at  the  eventful  crisis  when  his  aid  was  of 
such  great  importance.  Hesitating  be- 
tween the  gold  of  Amurath  and  the  per- 
suasions and  menacing  anathemas  of  Ju- 
lian, he  had  promised  his  assistance  to 
both.  How  well  he  performed  his  en- 
gagements to  the  cardinal-legate  has  been 
already  $een;  but  to  the  sultan  he  dis- 
charged 
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by,  r^sjuEtg  %  passi^  ^i<>^^li  hVi  ^ifmir 
BioQs  tQ  1|be  piiQ«e  of  Epiras.  Tbfk>.^ 
beral,  ijrith  a  co^n^e(4bl^  MfeU-app^jl($j| 
ftajcfti  was  nKM>cb^g  ip  jpija.  yi«4^I§<M 
QQ9E^$9^abl£  t6  tb«  fi;6%Uj9g  i(^^%^ioQ| 

9j8«i«l(  i|i  t^e  a^t^k  i^p9%  ^H«  «@«iP^ 

^  t  ^P^  «f  iw  Iwifc  ^"fiqpsw  and  h«|teBed 
^^  %l»¥ri^  tft  «0r9B!f9«(«  iq  a{|  exp^ir 
tion  that  promise^  t«  ¥e  IWod«?>iv«<rf  W 
much  benefit  to  the  whole  Christian^ 
(ipi9BMfiW«9)4i,  m  ^1 « tft  ^  io#vi- 
dwi^  «iM4«9  tlvil  9u£%^  moAl  ififfin  the 

fo«i»w^Mn0  lywiny  of  ^  Ott^iMw 
fSQU^roni.  AvPKMPg  ^^Bft^  lifi  kine^  lb«^ 
Jgplrns,  w«s  ffmiksdl;  ^  ^^atpifitH  fw  bw 

H  3  leisure 
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leiistire  to  grasp  it.  It  was,  therefore 
with  tfce  greatest  joy  that  her  prince 
marched  to  join  the  warriors  who  fought 
under  the  banner  of  Vladislaus.  He  was 
also  ddighted  at  the  thought  of  nieet^ 
ing  Huniades,  that  renpwned  chieftain, 
whose  name  he  had  so  frequently  hesLrd 
repeated  in  the  ranks  of  the  Turkish  ar- 
my, accompanied  with  expressions  of 
dread,  and^whose  fame  had  been  spread 
^  through  ^n  admiring  world.  His  soul 
glowed  With  noble  emulation  when  the 
heroic  deeds  of  the  Hungarian  warrior 
reached  hi»  ear,  &nd  m  the  {>rospect  of 
contending  at  his^  side  for  th6  Wreath  of 
conquest,  the  meed  of  valourV  *his  heart 
dilated  with  trani^rt. 

Pursuing  his  eager  route  towards 
Belgrade  through  the  territories  of  Bos- 
nia, he  an  ticipated  withddight  his  speedy 
anrival  at'the  place  of  rendezvous.  Hoiit 
,  great  was  his  astonishment  md  disap- 
pointment when  he  ibund  the  passes  of 
.        .  .    .  '         the 
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the  Dwina  fortified  and  defended  by  the 
troops  of  the  despot  of  Servia,  who  re- 
fused to  listen  to  the  strong  and  urgent 
remonstrances  of  the  impatient  prince ! 
EnVaged  at  this  delay,  Castriot  dispatch- 
ed an  officer  to  Semendra,  the  capital  df 
the  despot,  to  demand  from  that  sove- 
reign a  free  and  unmolested  passage 
through  his  dominions  for  the  forc€fe 
which  the  prince  of  Epirus  was  march- 
ing to  join  the  Hungarian  army.  Should 
he  still  refuse  to  accede  to  thife  request, 
Castriot  added,  that  he  should  be  reluc- 
tantly compelled  to  employ  the  forces 
destined  to  assist  in  humbling  the  pride , 
of  the  common  enemy,  against  a  prince 
who  professed  himself  to  be  a  Christian, 
and  an  auxiliary  in  this  laudable  warfare. 

;  When  the  Albanian  officer  arrived  at 
Semendra,  he  was  informed  by  the 
despot  th^t  he  would  consider  the  de- 
mands of  the  prince  of  Epirus,  and  hav- 
ing consulted  with  his  ministers,  woilifa^ 
fi  4  answer 
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aaBwer  it   at  tbe  ea^»ati<m  of  tw^ 

With  this  evasive  answer  the  messm** 
ger  was  compelled  tobe  content;  aad  on 
the  third  day,  wheo  he  ag^  repaired  to 
the  palace  to  leam  the  determinatioB  of 
the  despot,  he  was  informed  by  the  mi- 
nister that  the  moBarcfa,  his  master,  had 
proceeded  to  join  the  Chri$tiaB  armies  in 
the  plains  of  Bulgiaia»  and  he  was  fully 
resolved  never  to  permit  the  passage  of 
an  army  through  the  domink»i8  of  Sey- 
VIA,  unless  compelled  to  do^  sq  at  tbe 
ipmRt  q£  the  sword. 

The  messenger  ^  Castriot  relimied 
t«^lMS  nastejr,  bearing  the  u&wekome  in- 
telligence of  the  answer  of  the  perfidious 
despot.  The  prince  of  Epirus*  who  had 
so  eagerly  marched  at  the  first  summons 
of  the  kij^  of  Hungary,  and  pudied 
forward  that  he  might  participate  in  the 
^briouSvCORtest^  was  exceedingly  morti- 
fied 
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itpa$8i«^9^,  i^  9^  la^t  expected  to  en- 
«^Wt^>  IV9  q^e^tRl^:  but  from  t)ie 
]uiow}fdg?  y^  i^i  iplj^  ^umg  his  rer 
!^^^m  ^  ^^  T^^^b,  Qourt,  qf  the  v^t 
dfla^Hg  ^afl  |i)t^giui)g  char^Qter.of  th$ 
^P9t  <^  ^^ryii^^  be  wquld  have  doubted 
Im^t  9fecm»  promi^e^  h^  they  not 
beeq  qoi^]^Fate4  by  his  actual  aUianee 
with  Vl^^^u^i,  apd  by  furni^ifig  bis 
8tip«)a{(e4  prpportiwi  of  troops. 

.  Findings  after  this  long  delay,  that  it 
was  fruitless  to  attempt  a  passage  over 
the  Dwina  at  that  spot,  he  resolved  to 
proceed  along  the  Bosnia  bank  of  the 
nver,  t jJl  he  could  find  apas$  less  guard- 
ed than  the  station  he  then  occupiedL 
In  pursuance  of  this  d^rminatiqn,  he 
s^oii  bis,  teqts,  and  advanced  a  day's 
march  without  perceiving  a  spot  that  f^f- 
^)rd?4  the  most  distant  hope  of  success. 
Aith^  approach  of  night  the  arn^y  halted;  - 
I  ■  H  5  and. 
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and,  tempted  by  the  sereftiiy  of  the  even- 
ing, Castribt  left  his  tent,  and  walked 
leisurely  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  Th6 
shades  of  twilight  had  given  pfece  td^he 
sable  curtain  of  night,  andthe  sfeir-be^ 
spangled  canopy  of  heaven  was  reflected 
in  the  pellucid  '^bosom  of  the  Dwina, 
which  here  flowed  t«rith  a  course  sageni 
tie,  that  in  some  placeis  its  mdtion  was 
imperceptible.    The  scene  was  charac- 
terized by  a  cahn  tranquillity,   which 
gave  birth  to  the  softest  sensations  of  the 
heart,  and  the  thoughts  of  Castriot  re- 
verted to  her  who  would  have  contem- 
plated it  with  congenial  delight— to  the 
amiable  being  who  had  gained  an  uncon- 
trollable and  sweet  command  over  his 
soul.  It  was  in  such  *delightful  moments 
as  these  (for  few  were  the  hours  he  could 
snatch  frpm  the  cares  of  government) 
that  his  memory  would  trace,  with  ac- 
curate fidelity,  the  progress  of  the  few 
happy  golden  days  he  had  spent  in  the 
.society  of  Zemyra.     His  imagination 

presented 
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presented  to  bis  view  her  lovely  form, 
her  heavenly  counteTiance  beaming  with 
animation,  the  grace  of  every  gesture, 
the  sweetness  of  every  expression. — «"  Ob ! 
could  I  live,"  he  mentally  exclaimed— <^ 
^  <K>uld  I  but  live  those  happiest  m^ 
ments  of  my  existence  over  again — agaiii 
behold  the  smile  of  her  angelic  fece,  and 
hear  the  sweet  accents  of  her  voice; 
what^  price  would  be  too  high  to  pay 
for  bliss  so  exquisite  ? — ^My  life — ^my 
kingdom? — ^No!  Zemyra would  despise 
the  man  that  could  basely  desert  those 
who  have  drawn  their  swords  in  his 
cause,  and  spurn*  with  indignation,  hinl 
that  would  sacrifice  patriotism  to  piassioni. 
Exalted  maid!  though  separated  £com 
thee,  it  shall  be  the  boast  of  Gastriot  td 
live  worthy  of  thy  virtues,  and  to  shmu 
as  the  dreadful  ji^asilisk,  every  action  thai 
would  raise  a  blu^h  on  thy<^beek  for  the 
weakness  of  him  whom  thou  hast 
thought  worthy  of  thine  highly-prized 
esteem.''       '  - 

H  6  His 
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His  reflections  turned  with  delight^ 
mingled  with  sorrow,  to  the  hour  wh^i, 
on  the  beach  at  Mondania,  he  had  ex« 
changed  a  long,  perhaps  an  eternal  fare^ 
wdl,  with  his  beloved.  How  little  did 
he  then  anticipate  the  changes,  the  sur* 
prising  revolutions,  which  a  few  ^ort 
moonci  had  witneased !  From  a  profes^ 
aion  of  Iskmism,  be  had  become  a  fol- 
lower of  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  firdm 
the  gilded  fetters  of  the  s^rviee  of  An)U« 
rath,  he  had  risen  to  the  arduous  but 
glorious  station  of  sovereign  of  n  brave 
and  an  emancipated  nation.  Amidst  aU 
these  viasaitudes,  his  heart  still  ncknow* 
kdged  the  sweet  dominion  of  the  Mx 
Greek,  who  had  first  taught  the  youthfid 
warrior  to  love;  and  though  tiae  secret 
of  bis  pasnon  was  confined  to  bia  owli 
breast  yet  the  flame  was  not  sraotboed, 
nor  ^  it  bum  less  lariq^tfy  ia  ccnuced* 
ment 

Zemyrawasto  Castriot,  in  pei^lexity 

and 
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\md  daiig6r»  what  fte  pobir  «tar  is  to  the 
jmaiiner  when  to$aed  upon  the  waves  gf 
the  ocean;  herloT^image  pointed  tohi^ 
piw  Mimes ;  and  in  hours  of  proiq>erity  and 
conquest,  the  fondly^cberished  thought 
that  ^e  might  One  ^  share  the  fruite 
o£  his  labours,  formed  the  hi^ght  rewmd 
of  his  assertions*  BiifcdMimid^ee  would 
iifttimes  uaitrp  the  throne  of  hope,  midl 
pointing  to  the  shore  of  Mondania»  tel 
^  prinee  thrt  he  then  parted  fimn  his 
hffeved  2fe«»yra  for  tw.  The  gift  of 
gratitude  she  had  oox^Sgrred,  which  he 
would  fain  hare  oonstrued  into  love,  was 
doubly  dear;  and  he  prized  the  ^rucifix 
which  had  bem  Zemyra'u  widi  more 
^thusksm  than  a  devotee  does  the  sole 
existing  relic  of  a  canomzed  saint 

The  Mm  that  now  pressed  upon  his 
n»bd,  that  he  should  behold  Zemym  no 
more,  was  a  tboo^t  so  distressing  thai 
he  eould  not  bear  to  dwell  on  it,  and  he 
attesq^tod  to  hanisfa  the  aul^eol;  by  tumr 

ing' 
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iiig  bis  thoughts  to  the  o1>stacIes  he  had 
to  surmount  in  prosecuting  his  march,. 
As  he  gazed  on  the  river,  he  cast  a  de- ' 
spairing  eye  on  the  opposite  bank,  and 
beheld  the  shore  rising  in  such  craggy 
abruptoess,  and  covered  with  such  im- 
penetrable woods  as^defied  approach,  and 
evinced  the  total  impracticability  of  lead* 
ing  an  ^myin  that  direction.  WhUe 
his  thoughts  recurred  to  the  galliant  force 
he  was  thus  prevented  from  joining,  his 
bosom  burned  witli  rage,  when  he  consi- 
dered that  his  tardy  march  would  be  at- 
tributed to  every  cause  but  the  true  one. 

From  this  train  of  irritating  reflec- 
tions he  was  aroused  by  the  sound  of  the 
trampli:3g  of  horses^  which  appeared  to , 
issue  from  the  wood,  that  extended  al- 
most to  the  brink  of  the  river.  The  • 
prince  now  perceived  lights  moving 
through  the  wood,  and,  to  eseape  pbser- 
vatlon,  as  well  as  to  ascertain 'whether 
the  sounds  he  had  heard  proceeded  fiom 

friends 
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fHends  or  enemies,  he  concealed  himseif 
behind  a  thicket  The  citcunfstance 
that  exjdtted  his  attention  awakened  his 
apprehensions  that  the  despot,  not  con- 
tent with  denying  him  a  passage  through 
his  dominions,  would  add  to  his  perfi- 
dious conduct  by  attadcing  him  by  sur- 
prise in  the  encampment,  or  harassing 
his  ^army  on  the  march ;  he  therefore 
waited  with  great  anxiety  the  appear- 
aik^e  of  those  from  whom  the  sounds 
proceeded.  After  a  few  Mnutes'  sus*. 
pense,  the  light  which  had  before  been  im- 
perfectly discerned  now  appeared  hearer, 
and  he  perceived  that  it  was  emitted 
from  torches,  borne  by  persons  on  horse- 
back. As  they  approaldied '  the  place 
where  he  stCx)d,  he  discerned  a  troop  of 
artned  horsemai,  the  two  foremost  of 
whom  bord  flambeaux,  and  were  imme- 
diately fdlowed  by  a  cavalier,  whose 
lofty  carriage  and  superior  equipments 
announced  him  to  be  the  leader  of  the 
hand ;  in  one  hand  he  carried  a  naked 

sabre. 
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mkmi  MfhSle  with  tbe.  qtim  h^  bcl4  tj^ 
imik  of  tiie  ptit^y  <3f  $  \sdy,  w^  v^ 
by  hb  side,  vrihdie  tiwt  ^f  im  own  ^teeijl 
was  auff^cfd  to  hang  kf^fiely  on  his  nedi, 
As  thej  paased  the  thicket,  Ca^tnot  ^ 
MTTtd  that  the  face  of  th^  £^00^  wm^ 
nofit  entirely  ooBeeakd  by  a  8awf>  bound 
t^loaely  loimd  her  neck ;  her  arqM  weif 
fMBioned,  while  $he  was  co]i#n^4  lP  ^ 
«id^  by  a  s^vong  girdle,  li^  Qomyi^ 
nicai's  eyes  were  turned  uppn  her  witil 
dononiacal  triumph ;  and  as  the  ligHof 
Ihe  torchea  fladied  full  upon  hi$  -&a(^ 
Caatriot  beheld  its  fierce  and  m«Aigdiw^ 
expression  with  disgust 

AfstcKushed  at  the  appeairaqee  of  thil 
extraordinary  cavalcade,  the  prinee  d«r 
termined  that  they  should  n^^  pai^  m 
unmolested  and  unquestioned*  J^  ffiU^ 
in  the  spirit  of  tnie  chivalry,  m  kh 
ter^t  in  the  cause  of  the  Qp^n^essed  ie* 
male,  who  experienced  such  bvutol  UMgS 
from  her  conductor,  and,  sufieringthcm 

to 
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to  pcooMd  tiU  witfaw  call  of  tbe  en- 
campment»  be  g]^ded  througb  tfaf  busbe^ 
still  keeping  them  in  sight 

When  at  a  short  di^tanoe  frem  the 
oijitpastft  of  the  camp,  he  drew  his  $w^, 
and  CQvmBg  hia  unaroded.  Im^  with  his 
doak,  at4»  abrupt  twmug  of  the  ru^ed 
pathway,  he  stood,  like  aik  a(ve^tog  an- 
gel, at  the  side  of  the  supposed  bandit 
ebwi  Alarmed  ajt  th»  wddei>  npise, 
the  Aiaftain's  borse  started  with  sufeb  a 
fpfii^  aSf  QMst  hi^ve  in^itiM(^  milKHra^ 
« lq«i  ^iolful  rii^r.  Bcw»¥«»i^  biaiSf# 
from,  this  unexpeQted4shMJki  li^^rmnA- 
ad»,  ixk  a  voiee  of  thu^d^s^''  Who  pwos 

th«»r 

'*  A  friend  to  true  meu,  ai^  a  fi^  to 
vSbins !"  was  the  p«»npt  r^ply. 

Hastily  tuning  his  restilv^  ste^  to 
the  spot  where  the  prince  stood,  th^ 
fiepe^  chief  beheld  €a«^ipt  with  his 

naked 
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naked  sabr^  preparing  to  defend  himself 
against'lhe  attacks  heaiiticipated.  "  Mad- 
man !"  cried  the  chief,  "  thine  insignifi- 
cance protects  thee.  Make  way,  I  say, 
and  provoke  not  my  vengeance !  Why 
shouldst  thou  interfere  in  matters  where- 
with thou  canst  have  no  concern  ?** 

**  Every  brave  m6n  is  concerned  in 
the  cause  of  an  injured  and  unprotected 
female,'' replied  the  prince* 

The  person  who  excited  this  alterca- 
tion bent  her  head  in  token  of  thank- 
fulness, and  the  chief  returned,  >  in 
indignant  accents — **  That  woman  is 
mine  by  the  laws  of  niight,  and  nothing 
but  superior  power  shall  wrest  her  ftom 
my  grasp.  I  fear  not  the  idle  threats  of 
a  single  lunatic:  another  word,  and  thy 
doom  is  sealed ! — ^Pass  on  !**  continued  he, 
addressing  the  torch-bearers;  "we  are  but 
wasting  time  in  talking  to  this  presump- 
tuous fool !"  **     . 

Casti^ot  now  leaped  into  the  narrow 

path 
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path  before  the  foremost  horsenlaiii  and* 
cried—"  Who  dares  attempt  to  pass 
meets  certain  death  !** 

The  man  hesitated  on  hearing  this  bold 
threat;  the  person  from  whom  it  came 
seemed  fully  determined  to  put  it-into 
execution,  tod  he  trembled  at  the  sight 
of  the  undaunted  being  that  stood  be-* 
"fere  him,  whom  he  deemed  possessed  of 
more  than  mortal  courage,  to  dare  by  bis 
single  arm  to  oppose  a  body  of  twenty . 
SuMnedfoes. 

♦*  On!  I  say  again,^  cried  the  infuri- 
ated chief;  •*  your  cowardice  shall  find 
its  guerdon  frotn  my  own  weapon,  if 
my  commands  are  not  instantly  obeyed/' 

Thus  urged,  the  horseman,  with  his 
pondex'ous  battle-axe,  aimed  a  powerful 
blow  at  the  head  of  iCastriot,  but  his 
Agile  antagonist  evaded  it  with  ease,  and 
the  first  stroke  of  his  well-aimed  sabre 

falling 
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left  him  poweiiess.  Seeing  tih»  ^te  ^f 
his  companion,  the  s^^nd  prefifie^  fipfl^ 
wards,  but  with  similar  success.  Cas- 
ttio^.  st9Q^iag  ^\  4  9i}t^  9D^»  ^f  the 
path,  his  baok  finnly  f^^^  ^ga^i^  9 
tx9^  seontd  pr^Mu^  Uf  defy  ^e^w^^W 
V)dy :  JtvfHA  tW  fi«fe»  chi^g^  In«a9«^ 
felt  «s  if  s^fmok  Vy  the  igtm^h^  b<?tt 
«ff  Hea¥«»,  IcNf  a,  wmviA  ^  iQ%>  %( 
8up«iF9^i^QiW  ntf^tm  9(  Im  &t||9Wf?a^  w4 

being  not  of  mortal  mould.  l^^tfrniilHlg 
this  idea  as  quickly  as  it  was  formed. 
In  doterapiinKd  to  tmm^  ^  4  si^fes  the 
iim^  l?e^g  tbi^  seamed  opnj]i«re4  up 
^  h«^  bis  ae|i#iQ^  t^Ad  ^  e^wder  ^b«^ 
tiif«  hi^  guilty  maclHAatiQa^^  K^  ^^re- 
fore  commanded  his  men  to  surround 
the  trw.  wbSe  fc»  bi»*elf  woiiW  free 
the^^my. 

Whilst  ^hfti  frrailC^qilDfc.  w«i  preper> 
ingft  ^hkh  w^  tgt  einp]«9y  ^  ^it»  <)f 

twenty 
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fW&ltf  1lim€i  meti  9gamit6tie^  llie  la- 
dy>5  fiAlfrey  iv^as  tied  to  an  ac^oent  tree; 
and  unavoidable  va&geaneeseemefl  ready 
to  fall  on  the  head  of  Castriot :  but  be- 
fere  this  disiproportionefl  silitaek  was  com- 
l^letely  orgahiised,  the  shrill  whistle  of 
the  priHce  Was  answered  by  the  instan* 
taneous  a^^earance  of  hits  personal  guard 
of  Albanian  cavaliry,  who,  dn  hearing 
these  words  from  the  prince — *'  Seize  the 
imiicreants  !'*  instantly  prepared  to  obey 
his^otder. 

IRank  honor  and  astoniishment  Hied 
<ihe  breasts  of  these  nocturnal  raVishers, 
fct  Ae  unexpected  apparition  of  ia  troo^ 
6f  welUapp6inted  -cavalry ;  and  TecovtF- 
ing  frotn  tfieir  first  surprise,  they  preci- 
pitately fled  into  the  wood,  leaving  their 
JTemale  captive  to  tSie  merqy  6f  the  con- 
queror. 

The  ^disappointM  chief,  ^rst  in  cow- 
driice  ttts  in  'gtiiit,  'was  among  the  fore- 
^  most 


d  by  Google 


166  ISKANDEB^ 

most  fugitives,  imprecating  curses  upon 
the  head  of  him  that  had  wrested  his  de- 
voted prey  from  his  grasp. 

While  his  troops,  aided  by  the  light 
of  the  torches,  were  pursuing  the  flying 
band,  the  prince  hastened  to  release  the 
lady  from  her  painful  situation.  After 
loosening  the  cords  that  bound  her  hands, 
and  the  girdle  by  which  she  was  con- 
fined to  the  saddle,  he  lifted  her  to  the 
ground,  and,  supporting  her  to  a  bapk, 
cut  the  scarf,  which  he  now  perceived 
prevented  her  from  sfpeaking,  her  mouth 
having  been  completely  covered  by  it 
In  doing  this,  her  face  was  exposed  to 
his  .view,  and.  by  the  light  of  a  torch 
that  lay  blazing  on  thq  ground,  the  trans- 
ported prince  recognized  the  angelic  fea- 
tures of  his  loved,  long-lost  Zemyra! 
At  the  same  moment  the  agitated  maid, 
timidly  raising  her  eyes,  beheld  her  lover 
-^her  once  and  again  brave  deliverer, 
and  forgetting  all  her  virgin  timidi^  and 
i  bashfulness 
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bashfulness  in  the  rapture  of  the  mo^ 
ment,  she  flung  herself  into  bis  extended 
ahns,  rejoicing  in  the  secure  haven  she 
had  at  length  found  for  her  long-perse^ 
cuted  bark. 

Clasped  m  each  other's  embrace,  these 
devoted  lovers  for  a  time  were  entranced 
in  their  own  bliss ;  unconscious  of  sur- 
rounding objects,  each  was  the  whole 
world  to  the  other.  The  prince  first 
broke  the  sweet  silence,  by  saying— 
"  Loved  Zemyra!  the  moment  is  at 
length  arrived,  so  ardently  longed  for, 
yet  scarcely  hoped,  when  I  can  call  you 
mine  in  the  full  confidence  of  love — 
mine  never  more  to  be  separated:  my 
heart  tells  me  that  Zemyra  will  never 
wish  to  wander  again  from  the  side  of 
her  happy  lover." 

"  Oh,  never !"  murmured  the  agitate4 
maid.  "  Alas !.  I  have  known  but  little 
;happiness  since  we  parted." 

An 


•  \ 
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As  Castiidt  gtuied  on  tbe^tures  of 
^9  beloved,  he  perceived  that  care  «nd 
giief  had  driven  the  roses  "Grom  her 
-eheeksl  Th»  reminded -him  df  1*e  fo- 
gitive  chief  and  his  band,  whom  his 
troops  were  pursuing:  the  fall  tide  <rf 
•revengeftil  retribtitiern  rushed  upon  his 
/soul,  fts  the  fliOttght  rapi^  crossed  hi^ 
nokid  ttiat  the  beloved  object  of  ^is  af- 
^fection  had  experienced  the  tnost^mital 
^treatto^it  from  the  imcourteous  and  in- 
^niman  x^bi^ftain.  The  ^vhote  frsEmextf 
^a*bri6t  ^iras  in  commotion  ^t  ttte  idea, 
«and  he  would  haveii«tantlynishefdinto 
the  wood  in  pursuit  of  Zemyra^  oppress- 
or, hud  not  a  look  from  the  trenftfling 
Xnaid,  s«pi]lieatiftg  'Mm not  tadeuert  her, 
disscrmed  his  rage  and  changed  his  reso- 
lution. Leaving  the  guilty  ^nriscreant 
to  the  vigilance  of  his  cavalry,  heretum- 
-ed  to  thecamp,  bearing  with  him,  in.Ze- 
to3rra,  a  treasure,  large  as  his  soul  Could 
desire. 

As 
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.  As  Zemyi^  pasa^  through  the  cain|i» 
her  astonishment  was  great  it  peroeiviog 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  obeyed 
the  Bod  of  h&c  k^er,  weve  Chri^tims, 
although  abe  knew  not  of  what  nation ; 
and  she  could  Bot  cocioeive  hoif  the 
Turkish  captain  af  joniaariw  was  trau^. 
formed  into  the  g/metsi  ef  a  Christian 
army. 

A  payroll  was  qm^y  or^eted  fia-  her 
reeeptioA»  a^goining  <^at  of  the  prince ,' 
aodasb^ledh^r  mtothetent,  hemd — 
^'  The  siccommodaticma  that  a  capip  af- 
fordis  are  ill  suited  to  the  d^Ueate  fraaie 
of  a  §m  lady;  but  they  are  merely  leBOr 
pQlrw^,  md  I  truBt  the  noblest  pt^oe  oi 
f^paruawiU  SQ<m  Imve  my  Zemyra  its 
boM^  aed  miistress,'^ 

^<  My  paUce,"  answered  Z^nyiB^ '^  shall 
b^c^rwardbe  lA  your  presehce.  But, 
by  What  strange  occurraaoe  do  I  behold 
nay  ddivera^  bem? — ^how  is  the  sanjak 

yoL.  II,  I  of 
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«f  Amurath  become  the  chief  dfd  Chris* 
tian  host?* 

Seating  himself  by  her  side,  the  enrap* 
tured  prince,  blessed  in  assurance  of  mu- 
tual love,  recapitulated  the  surprising 
events,  by  the  means  of  which  he  had 
been  emancipated  from  the  vassalage  of 
Amurath,  and  raised  to  the  throne  of 
Epirus,  the  heritage  of  his  ancestors* 
His  journey  to  Venice,  and  the  disap- 
pointment he  felt  when  he  found  she  was 
absent  from  that  city,  he  dwelt  upon 
with  peculiar  eAiphasis.  He  then  in- 
formed her,  that  by  the  invitation  of  Vla- 
dislaus,  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Po- 
land, he  had  engaged  to  contribute  his 
assistance  in  the  war  against  their  com- 
mon enemy,  Amurath,  and  expressed  the 
chagrin  he  had  felt  at  the  delay  which 
the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
pei*fidious  despot  of  Servia  had  occasion- 
ed.— *'  But  the  ways  of  Heaven/'  conti- 
>  nued 
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riued  the  piinoe^  *'  though  dark  and  in- 
tdcate,  are  full  of  wisdom  and  oompas- 
sioh  towards  men.  The  treachery  of  the 
despct,  which  I  foolishly  thought  one  of 
greatest  misfortunes  of  my  life,  has  be- 
come Ihe  greatest  blessing'-^it  has  open* 
ed  to  me  the  path  of  happiness,  which  I 
thou^t  closed  for  ey& ;  and  to  enhance 
the  bliss  that  I  feel,  the  beloved  of  my 
soul  was  fay  me  rescued  fimn  the  grasp 
of  her  oppressw — ^I  should  have  otivied 
any  other  the  happy  achievement  Had 
I  met  no  obstacle  in  crossing  the  Dwina, 
I  tremble  to  think  on  what  might  hare 
been  the  fatal  consequences." 

Zemyra  expressed  her  gratitude  t<f  her 
deliverer  fix>m  a  situation  more  dreadful 
than  that  from  which  he  had  before  res- 
cued  her ;  and  her  joy  was  unbounded 
at  finding  that  Castiiot  professed  the 
Christian  faith. — "  My  prince,"  said  she, 
^  the  "t^ngratulations  of  an  undivided 
heart  are  sincerely  yours ;  and  believe 
them,  I  pray  you,  warmer  than  words 
1 3  can 
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can  express.  You  are  doubtless  surpii^ 
sed  to  find  m^,  whcmx  you  ikamif^  in 
the  dueal  patate  at  Venioe,  wmideiiiig 
among  the  forests  of  the  borders  of  Seif^ 
via.  Strange  erents  have  conspired  to 
btii^  me  hikher^eir^itsin  wladbliiefin*^ 
gev  of  Fravidenoe  has  eiridently  appear^ 
ed  ;  aiid  ^tfaoi  in  faUbwiDg  ih^  path 
ifJttcfa.ftkndi^paiid^giHtitttde  pointed 
CKit»  I  ^osasd  the  A)^  I  did  not  hope 
Such  a  bijglltMward  as^my  adhereM*  to 
tuy  dufef  sfifurtd  £wr  me  on.  the  baidcs  oi 
tfaeDWrina.'' 

Enraptured  s^  the  aflEectionate  ftask^ 
Bess  that  dictated  these  sentkiseiita,  Cas^ 
f riot,  poured  out  all  Ihe  .eloqaence  of 
l&re^  and  entreated  Zemyra  to  inibrm 
lam  of  tiie  particulars,  oi  events  prdohic^ 
tive  of  sadb  imltooked-for  fatis& 

After  recounting  tile  nanatxre  of  bet 
chequered  life  from  tlie  time  she  hadknt 
s^ext  the  prince  to  the  dsatfa  of  the  hau 

ronessy 
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BDDesfl^  and  the  departure  of  Eldenfeidt 
fitOQ  the  conrent  of  St.  Alba,  $he  de- 
scribed the  aniriely  with  which  she  ex* 
pected  tlie  ictam  of  the  opurier  that  had 
been  dispatched  to  Venice. — "  The  sus- 
pense  I  laboured  und^,"  continued  Ze- 
myra,  ^  was  Bt  lengtli  relieved  by  the 
arrival  of  the  courier,  who  was  accompa^ 
nied  by  a  party  of  soldiers  destined  to 
be  my  escort  The  letters  brought  by 
the  courier  from  the  ihardiioness,  my 
aunt,  were  couched  in  the  kindest  and 
most  affectionate  terms,  ^pressing  her 
joy  at  my  safety,  the  mnnerous  ap^pre- 
iimsioiis  that  she  bad  entertained,  and  the 
pieasttie4s^  antidpated  frommy  imme- 
diate return.  She  regretted  tfatat  the  iM 
state  df  her  heakh  pierented  her  from 
taking  such  a  long  journey,  or  she 
iwonld  ham  ^orae  to  St.  Alba  in  per- 
S^n  to  be  ibe  coupamon  of  my  jous- 
«ey  to  Venice,  but  prmnised  to  meet 
Me  at  Udina  She  iiiitfaer  informed  me 
that  the  person  that  commanded  the 
1 3  troop 
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troop  of  horse  deputed  by  the  doge  to  be 
my  guard,  was  a  fidthfiil  and  attached 
oifioer  of  Palozzi's,  to  whose  care  she 
could  withjperfect  confidence  entrust  my 
safety.  I  therefore  prepared  for  my  nn* 
mediate  departure,  and  with  sorro:w  bade 
adieu  to  the  venerable  abbess  and  the 
g^itle  sisters,  who  had  treated  me  with 
uniform  kindness  and  attention  during 
my  residence  in  their  peaceful  abode. 
Indeed,  in  some  moments  of  doubt  and 
despondence,  when  I  reviewed  my  forlorn 
situation,  I  was  t^npted  to  fly  from  all 
'  the  cares  and  vicissitudes  of  life  by  be- 
coming a  member  of  their  community ; 
but  the  im9ge.of  my  Inrave  deliverer  rose 
to  my  imagination,  and  banished  the 
thou^ts  of  accoivenfs  sedusioii." 

Castriot  gratefully  bent  his  head  to 
the  fair  narrator  at  this  acknowledgment, 
and  kissed  the  soft  hand  that  was  clasp- 
ed in  his  own,  while  Zemyra  proceeded 

*^  Conducted 
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.  *•  Gmducted  by  my  attendants,  I  pur- 
sued my  journey,  and  anticipated  with 
great  pleasore  its. conclusion,  md  again 
enjoying  the  society  and  protection  of 
my  r^pected  relatives  At  night  we 
stopped  at  a  Uttle  vills^e,  about  six 
leagues  distant  from  the  convent,  as  % 
was  informed  by  my  guide,  and  being 
fatigued  with  my  joiimey,  I  retired  to 
rest  at  an  early  hour,  in  the  cottage,  of  a 
.peasant  who  had  given  up  the  only  bed 
])is  dwelling  boasted  for  my  accommo- 
dation. I  awoke  with  the  dawn,  re- 
.&eshed  and  invigorated,  and  opening  the 
simple  lattice,  I  reclined  on  a  bench,  and 
inhaled  the  balmy  breath  of  morning. 
While  contemplating  with  delight  the 
beautiful  and  magnificent  scenery  that' 
expanded  before  me  in  the  woods,  moun* 
tains,  and  streams,  illuminated  by  th^ 
first  rays  pf  the  sun,  my  attention  was 
arousQd  from  the  sweet  contemplation  by 
,the  .sound  of  footsteps  immediately  be?, 
nieatiii  the  windoir.  The  ne^^t  inome^^ 
,  1 4  I  plainly 
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I  plaiDly  ^fetimguisiied  the  Voice  of  Ifae 
{person  wiio  commMded  the  escort,  ad^ 
dressing  another  in  a  low  tone,  l^m^ 
ed  by  cutiosity^  I  listened  attentively  to 
the  sul^t  of  their  conference;  and  al- 
though the  foliage  of  a  vitie  tibat  i^read 
luxuriantly  over  the  cottage  wall  hid  the 
ispeaker  from  my  view,  it  did  not  pre- 
vent me  from  hearing  a  tale  whidi  even 
now  I  shudder  to  reflect  on.  The  reci- 
tal i$  indeed  odious ;  let  it  suffice  that 
•by  it  I  wa)8  informed  that  the  treachlery 
:of  the  courier  had  once  more  placed  me 
in  the  power  of  my  dreaded  persecutor^ 
4he  prince  of  P^ma.  The  villains  were 
•Communicating  to  each  other  the  arrival 
-of  Leontio  at  the  village,  arid  boasting 
^f  the  share  each  was  to  receive  from 
him  as  the  reward  <^tlie  successful  stra- 
lAgem  by  whi(^  I  had  been  trepanned. 
•At  t^is  terrible  disodvery  my  head  swam 
round  wit^  giddy  terror,  and  I  sunk 
-senseless  on  a  sc^t^  Recovering  ftoA 
^y  first  affiight,  and  refleMing  upon  Ikk 
i  ^  desperate 
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^teqperate  ntootion  in  wbich  I  wt&  again 
^ced«  I  determined  tamake  an  cObrt 
to  e80^>e.  To  imploK  tke  protection  of 
the  eottagm  was  my  jHmt  Msolution ;  but 
this  was  irnmerfiately  rigeated^  from  the 
daead  of  enooantering'  some  of  my  perse^ 
cutors.  I  then  formed  a  plan  for  de>* 
Aoending  by  the  vine-brandies  into  the 
garden,  amd  ooneealing  myself  in  a  wood 
ihat  dotfaed  the  sides  of  a  hm  at  a  short 
djatanee.  I  listened  attentively,  to  asoer- 
taiB  tfaataio  person  remomed  below ;  and 
Isuring  amvinoed  ihyiself  of  security  in 
4haf;  pmat^  I  hastened  to  put  my  ]^an 
Jirf»  jbnmediate  exeoutiony  and  sucoeed- 
j^m  naofaing  the  ground  in  safety. 
.  **  Ignorant  of  die  direction  I  ought  to 
Uiko,  Isan  into  the  danger  tiiat  I  was  so 
«dn»e6tly  endeavouring  to  escape.  HaV« 
ing  dimbcd  the  separating  fenoe  between 
'th^  gntden  and.  an  adjacent  gvov^  I 
Iboiiglitmyself  in  oomparativo  seeurity-; 
hit  wluie ,  meditating  i^.  more  j^tlwjt 
1 5  flight. 
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flight,  I  perceived  my  treacherous  gfiide 
enter  the  grore.    Terrified  at  his  ap^ 
proach,  and  bdng  akeady  greatly  debilita* 
ted  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  evil  in 
which  I  was  involved,  it  was  in  vain  that  I 
essayed  to  escape-~my  ^tering  limbs  re« 
fused  the  task,  and  I  was  soon  rudely 
seized  by  this  hireling  tool  of  villany. 
My  worst  fears  were  verified  in  a  short 
period,  when  the  whole  band  ^yproached 
the  spot,  the  foremost  of  whom  was  my 
hated  persecutor,  the  prince  of  Parma.  I 
shrieked  aloud  at  his  appearance,  and 
throwing  myself  at  his  feet,  begged  him 
fo  take  pity  on  my  unprotected  andhelp^ 
less  ccHidition.    Deaf  to  my  agonized  en- 
treaties, the  monster  exulted  in  my  hu- 
W&iation,  mocked  my  grie^  loaded  me 
jwith  i^eproaehes,  and  swoie  that  no  power 
should  again  wrest  me  from  him,  tifl 
my  proud  spirit  should  belmhightto  sue 
for  his  fitvour.  Exhausted  by  the  draod- 
fill  apprehensions  that  tppk  possession  of 

my 
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in  tli4t  istate.  lyFUfi  by  Jd^.oommaii^ 
placed  OHitbAisad^. .  When  sensation 
returned,  I  Ibfind  iify«elf  bound  in  ti^ 
brutid  mannw  whidi  my  piine^  witness* 
ed,and,  enfiSeUedayl  was,  th^  c0va]|»d^ 
proceeded  at  a  lapid  |iaee» 

''  WetraveUedduringtfaeday  thioii(|^ 
ti^  inost  unfraqu^nked  pafcbs,  an4  nt 
ni^t.  ewtoc^  the  m^^boimiig  finmt 
Whut  4pi99dfi4  sen^i^aa  did  I  feel  at 
the  iqpproach  of  darkness,  which  Was  ra^ 
4»ed  I90I9  aw£i]%  gjbomy  by  the  urn-- 
baraijeeiifci  IbUage  of  th^  threes  under  wfao^ 
we  now  pMBedf  in  the  absolute  powqr 
of  a  nx>nster,;  i^an  pnly  in  fimn^  m^I^o  ha^ 
abewn  himiRlf ;  to  be  d^vc^dof  cpippaf- 
filw,  and  whole  midignaiit  passions  weye 
JbiB  onlylaw !  But  notyeith$tandi^g  th^ 
4Mpenite  situation  in  whidi  I  was  place^> 
I  endeavoured  to  j^ign  myse^,  to  tl^ 
di<p9^  of  .that  all^wise  Providence  wfap 
had  b^en.wy  prft^^l/pr  in  \^^  seasons  qf 
the  most  immi^ietit;  peril  tii  gleai^^^; 
1 6  hope  ^ 


d  by  Google 


1^  ttttAtflnsft. 

-loured  0^^  tliy  floAl  s  meit^^  I  foimd 

i  could  nbt  expect  ftom^tihe  persecuting 

^^yvBtft  kite  whose  Mnds  I  had  fidfen,  but 

some  fortuMte.  ^coutKnc^  in^lit  ^Mtini- 

-spire,  1^  imeans  o^  #}ircb  f  s^Uld  otide 

more  be  extriesteil  iroiii  t)i#  telb.     It* 

-expired  bjr  ^Ms  opusolitig  idea^  I  proceed- 

ed'^i%b  less  dreaA  tAito  before,  smd4be 

p]fesag%  f)^my  benefieetit  getmie^was^- 

'rified  in  year  oppottone  reneemit^  wiih 

!fte  nifliam.  .      ^' 

^    «« I  tremU^  ^  Iflie  giiHkitiff  httigk 

;  wfio  w  %rave)f  ^w)<^ 

^^ppQse  a  host;  and  aUhou^   inedtild 

fic/t  distingtdifc  the  cause  of  the  ^^kH, 

froto  bemg  so^ekMsely  aiiifltecl  as  4o  pre- 

Tent  ffixy  heaoring,  yet  I  tfionglit  jm^ 

^ehaiige  of  my  hard  lot  musb  %&  ftrite 

«jbettor,  and  my  ianrent  fHMyei^  aseetdisd 

-  to  Heay^^  Hie  success  cf  the  ttiAsfipJU 

on.  Whata^taAkmwdul44iavetalren|Mis- 

si^stton  of  say  breast,  had'HktieHn^n  thatlitte 

brave  luiigt|t  ims  ni>  other  thaii  Iskund^ ! 

..  -  ^  I  need 
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t^e^  Aotfwstit  tlie  td& ;  yoift*  Wnaw  tlie 
bliss  that  followed,  and  more  thah  ooun- 
!|«^bBlimoed  the  Ofverwhdmmg  sorrows  of 
/  tbe  part  dkj. 

'^^  Had  I  met  you  in  any  otiier  situa- 
tion, dear  Iskander  (for  by  that  name 
I  would  still'  address  you,)"  continued 
the  biui^ing  Zemyva,  ^th^  recesses  of 
my  heart  wooM.  not  hff^e  been  soopei^ 
displayed  to  you :  but  th^linmsition  was 
so  great  from  the  abyss  of  woe  into 
'yphidb '  1  wasr  plunged^  Vimt  whibk    I 
idtuddor*  «o  idok  ba^  upon^  ta  ihe  sum- 
-mit^f  sooh  wiexpecfted  bfis^  thal»  ^le 
^leeHngs  of  joykftnoroamfi^  ob^moe 
-to  lAie^fictfirtM'Of  prudence.^ 
^ :  ^'  •  t)esMM? '  l^emym  T  cri^d  tfiie  prifii^e, 
''^'your  fihanlaiessancl^Midlmif  inereade.  If 
^  pMSdile,  tlie  «rddi»r  <#i9y  esteem  4tid  uf- 
-leethm^    ItsbsU  be  fiie  shidy  of  y^ 
'Costiio^  Me  how  to  fepay  siid^  goeil- 
ness^  Ihstl  mueC  now  teiuftiiyeelf  tfrnvrf, 
lesid  lefwe  you  to  the  repose  you  so  great- 
Jy  need.    May  viMiis  ^^  peaee  and'haf). 

piness 
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pvness  jbover  round  fheoomti  of  doy  Zt* 
myra  !** . 

*'  My  dreams  will  be  of  Iskander  ami 
of  Castriot,"  shereplied,  ''and  those  nain^ 
M^ill  be  the  first  in  the  orisons  of  Zemyra." 

His  lips  pressed  the  soft  hwd  that  was 
extended  towards  him»  and  he  left  the 
tent  elated  with  the  joyful  visitms  of 
.  lo¥e  and  hope. 

The  wjfe^of  a  sQ^diar^  who-wHh  many 
others  had  fdil^wed  her  husband  ,to  the 
fi9ld,  was  canotitated  iS^myra's  atteq- 
dunt  She  slept  in  the  outer  apartment 
of  the  tent,  while  the  intetior  was  oecu- 
;  pied  by  the  prince^  of  Jith^s,  When 
her  attwdant  bad  retired/  the  happy 
Ji^^nym^sunk  upon  hw  kpee9»  and  pour- 
ed out  the  effusions  of  her  soul  in  ovef- 
^^^^^1^  gnatitu^e  tothaf  gn^ioQS  Fower 
whpf^  protecting  hand' had  been  so  4g- 
l^ally.dif|4ayed  in  the  diequered  $eeii€ys 
of  hei!  ey^ntful.Ufi?,  .  Th»t  TowM  at 

length. 
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length,  by  a  train  of  occurrences  that  get 
the  calculations  of  human  foresight  at 
defiance,  had  conducted  her  through  the 
most  perplexing  and  difficult  labyrinths, 
to  a  pitch  of  unexpected  happiness,  by 
apparently  uniting  her  destiny  with  that 
of  the  man  who  had  so  long  possessed 
her  first  and  warmest  love. 


CHAP. 
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CHAFTER  IX. 


Some  stnuige  reverse  of  fate  mast  sure  attend 

This  vast  profusion,  this  extravagance 

Of  Heaven,  to  hiess  me  thus !     Tis  gold,  so  pure 

It  cannot  bear  the  stamp  without  alloy* 

Be  kind,  je  powers !  and  take  but  half  away. 

With  ease  the  gifts  of  fortune  I  resign, 

But  let  my  love  and  friend  be  ever  mine. 

Sweet  indeed  were  the  visions  that  shed 
their  delightful  influence  around  the  pil- 
lows of  Castriot  and  Zemyra^  and  the 
orient  rays  of  the  rising  sun  never  awa- 
kened two  happier  lovers. 

The  soldiers  that  had  been  sent  in 
pursuit  of  Leontio  and  his  band  of  ruf. 
.    A'  *>  fians 
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«d  c^vn.  Three  othets,  widi  tiieir 
rfaief,  had  fUlai  to  rise  no  niDre;  an4 
thas  the  minor  agents  and  the  rapetior 
villain  reaped  the  just  gueidbn  of  their 

On  qnestionif^  one  of  the  captives 

thvt  the  soldiers  had  brought  into  his 

)fresence,  Castriot  learned  the  particulate 

-of  the  diabolical  plot   that  had  been 

ii»TOed  for  the  destruction  <^  his  beloved 

^emyra.  When  by  the  fortunate  interpo- 

^tion  of  couiit  Armabstadt  she  was  res- 

-cued  from  the  emissaries  of  the  prince  of 

I^ma,  his  rage  was  unbounded;   and 

-having  ascertained  that  she  had  proc^ed- 

«ed  towards  Hungary  with  the  baroness 

of  &lden<ydt,  he  had  recouvse  to  bis  Ibr- 

m»  expedient,  ai^d  employed  spies  to 

"^satch  her  conduct,  to  disoovee,  if  poasSble, 

la  rival,  and  to  iQform  bim  ctf  whatever 

might  transpke  in  the  ftrnSly  of  (ftte  b«- 

4!oo«  By  tliis^m^ansliewassoonapffrised 

-    1  of 
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of  the  death  of  the  batones  and  the  depa^ 
ture  of  Eldenfeldt  for  Belgrade.  Re- 
joiced at  this  intelligence,  which  assured 
him  that  Zemyra,  having  lost  a  powerful 
friend  in  the  baron,  would  wish  to  re- 
turn to  Venice,  he  set  out  on  a  jqumey 
to  the  convent  of  St  Alba,  resolving  by 
some  means  to  gain  possession  of  the 
•  person  of  Zemyra.  At  Udina  he  was 
met  by  one  of  his  spies,  who  brought  the 
/welcome  intelligence  thstt  a  courier,  disr 
.patched  from  St  Alba,  was  on  tiie  road, 
a  day's  journey  behind.  This  man  was 
stopped  by  the  prince,  and  bribed  to  act 
<x)nformably  to  his  directions.  After  al- 
lowing for  the  time  that  would  elapse 
in  the  journey  to  Venice,  he  was  ordeiv 
ed  to  return  to  St  Alba,,  with  letters 
written  by  the  prince  in  the  namfe  Of  the 
marchioness  of  Camporino.  The  hand* 
^writingwas  imitluted  by  Leotitio  (whp 
fadd  found  meaBs  to  get  possessioil  of 
.•0ftneimanust!ripts  of  thatkdy)  with  sucb 
jnifiety»  that  the  uinsuspeeting  Zemyra^ 

Jiad 


dbyGpogte 


IMKAitDmU  187 

had  no  due  from  that  for  unravelling  tbe 
plot  so  deeply  laid  agiunst  her  peace. 
The  event  proved,  that  although  the 
machinations  of  the  wicked  may  prosper 
for  a  seasc»i»  they  sooner  or  later  recoil 
with  accumulated  misdiief  upon  the 
lieads  of  their  malignant  projectors. 

The  prince  of  Epirus,  blest  in  the 
sweet  assurance  of  Zemyra's  love,  now 
trod  on  air.  His  desponding  thoughts 
were  banished  from  his  breast,  and  he 
recommenced  his  march  with  redoubled 
alacrity,  half  believing  that  the  presence 
oi  his  fair  mistress  would  ensure  him 
success. 

After  proceeding  two  hours  without 
attaining  the  wished-for  object,  he  at 
length  fbund  a  fcatd  which  was  slightly 
guarded.  This  he  determined  to  puss, 
and  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  ca^ 
yalry,  crossed  the  river,  and  soon  over- 
coming the  feeble  resistance  offered. by 

the 
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tiie  eifi^my,  fai^  opeiMi  a  passage  tor  the 
rest  <)f  Us  9ttnj,  Having  thus  forced 
hifr  vtay  into  Sertia^  he  proceeded  ra^ 
{»dly  as  far  as  the  eapital,  where  the  ac- 
eountsoftlie  fatal  issue  of  the  battle  of 
Warw  checked  his  further  progress. 

Alarmed  at  tliis  intelligence,  he  has- 
tened to  return,  as  he  Well  knew  that 
Amtirath  would  now  have  leisure  to  turn 
hie  whole  force  against  Epirus.  He  wal 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  disposi^ 
tlon  of  the  Turkish  sultan  to  know  that 
his  direatened  vengeaiice  agaiQst  Ms 
kingdom  was  not  forgotten/ and  tlmt  the 
opportunity  for  gratifying  his  fury  Wat 
now  arrived.  Having  dropped  a  tear  to 
fhe  tuemeries  of  the  iU-staited  Vladislaus 
and  tAiC' heroes  ef  Wama^  and  execrated 
fbe  ooiisutttmate  perfidy  of  the  despot  of 
Servia,  be  m«rehed  towards  Epirus  witti 
1^  po6i^^  expedition. 
•••••••-..  f 

V  '£tis  watchful  tenderness  for  die  safety 
-  ^  and 
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tod  ocJixifbrt  of  Zeeayn  pfompted  huxi 
to  be  ocxistatttly  near  hot;  and  dhe  be* 
held  with  pride  and  ple^esure  the  d»m« 
pion  of  his  country  and  the  idol  of  his 
soldiers  at  her  side^  confessing  vdth  racp 
ture  the  absdnte  dominion  which  her 
beantj  and  virtues  had  gained  over  his 
souL  Thefatigaesofthe  rapid  march  and 
the  inconvemeiioes  of  a  camp  were  dike 
disregarded  in  the  society  of  her  warlike 
lover  by  the  pcincess  of  Athens,  who» 
thoo^  Duned  ta  the  lapof  affluence  and 
luxury,  had  eipcrieneed  die  bitter  epn- 
trast^and  had  learnt  t»  profit  by  theiou 
|N«sive  lessons  of  sad  experience* 

The  snow-dad  mouAtams  of  Albaim 
were  hailed  witii  delist  by  the  Izoops ; 
they  bfxmght  to  ttieir  minds  a  tlMUsand 
tender  reeollectkins,  a;  thousand  pleasing 
sensations:  each  soldier  trod  with  a 
lighter  step^  every  coimtemmce  beamed 
with  fresh  animation,  as  they  approadnd 
tbeirnatrre  hiils*  Castriot  pointed  out 
.       .  .  to 
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Tirtoes  $bA  shiningqualit£c6»  tltaA  fay  hm 
jkyyereign  rank. 

The  nobility  of  Epims  wiio  bad  fled 
from  the  tyranny  ai^d  oppresaidn  of  the 
Ttnrkish  isanj^s  into  the  ne^fabouring 
eoantries»  now  retumed  to  their  native 
land,  and  took  possession  of  their  patri^ 
snonial  domains^  Many  ivho  at  .the  be<! 
ginning  of  Castriot't  bcM  asid  haiswdomr 
enterprise  bad  been  nmeHUng  to  kuve 
their  exiled  jseeurity » fitno  ftar  d  hb  sxsc^ 
oess  against  the  colossal  po#er  of  theOt* 
toman  saltan^  no  longear  hesitated  when 
the  news  of  the  soceessiire  victones  of 
the  prince  i^eadked  diem. 

Thus,  at  his  retutis  from  Senda,  tht^ 
sov^^ign  of  E^nis  Bohd  himadif  sm- 
founded  by  a  ho^t  of  feuM  I<vds^  tibe 
tried  supporters  of  the  ancient  and  ro3ral 
bouse  of  Castriot — chiefs  who  exulted 
in  the  succession  of  a  pdnee  whose  con- 
duct 
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datft  JBd  dUlities^  ditfdilyed  at  this  e«rly 
p^odi  ai3^;inilcd  t)ic*  oheemig  proBpeet 
of  a  gierioiis  and  happy  ungn.  They 
wdiooootefethkaatithe  gates  of  Croia  with 
eratfyiexpresgion  of  jfflgr.aiidifasyalty;  and 
oiT'tfatimoraiw  tUe>lev«e'(rf  the  prince  of 
Bpifiia^  seenond!  ratiier  thttk>  of  a  mdnareh 
m^bid  been  femly^ated  on  hifirthnne 
jkmng.  a  ioti^  seri^  o^  years^  tHan  that 
id.  a»yoiitfaful<  soverdigB/  whoto  kingdom 
ifsasoMlQely  wrested  from  the  goagp  of  a 
poiwcrfiiL:  eneray : 

Of  all  tbe  congratulations  wbkh  were 
made  to  the  prince  on  his  anTival,  none 
were  so  welcome  as  those  of  the  friend  of 
kistbo8om»; Alexia;  With^attthewlnrmth 
a£  disintereaked  fnendalRsip^he  e^tpresMl 
toi  Gastriot  his^  sincere  joy  at  the  happy 
m^ting^iwiAi  the  obfoetof  his'lav«^  tlie 
pwticttiam  of  wfaodb  the  eager  prinoe^ra* 
braced  thtrifot.op|peirt«nityr'o£  oomtmi^ 
mo9l&n^ik>i\dA  friend*  The  defisaoy  oP 
2em]tm>  ahtnnki  hom  tHaipnUiatgttMr 

noz^.  11.  X  which 
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which  she  must  haxe  encountered,  had 
she  accompanied,  the  pnhce  in  his  pub* 
lie  entry  into  the  metropolis;  she  was 
therefore  consigned  to  the  careof  UcaocHi-' 
tes,  who  conducted  iier  to  his  pakce, 
where  she  was  received  by  his  matronly 
consort  with  all  the  t0ndeme3s  and  re-^ 
q>ect  due  to  the  exalted  rank  she  was 
about  to  fill.  It  was  hither  that  Castriot 
repaired  with  Alexis  as  soon  as  he  could 
seize  <a  moment  of  leisure,  and  alfeeti<m- 
ately  welcoming  her  to  his  capital,  hein«- 
troduced  Alexis  to  her  as  the  friend  who 
had /often  formed  the  subject  of  their 
conversation* 

Ndtwithstandihg  the  partiality  of  a 
lover^s  jdescriptiloii,  Alexis  mentally  con- 
ftBOfdXhat  it  was  difficult  to  fiiid  teitna 
sufficiently  expressive  to  ideseribe  the 
beauties  of  the  lovely  b^g  that  received 
him  witK  bewitehingrs^eeftneisti  ks  tbe^ 
fiiend<  of  Castriot ;  and  rWheh<  he  found 
tiiafe.:  hfft  'mjindi hvaa  a^  jciwektiwoithy  df 
x  .11  .  i«ttch 
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sach  an  exquisite  cabinet,  he  exdaimed 
tothe  prince,  as  they  issued  together  frona 
the  portal  pf  Uraoontes — ^**  The  diadems 
of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  pal- 
try toys,  when  compared  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  love  of  such  an  angelic  wo- 
man as  your  Zemyra.*' 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  future 
queen  of  Epirus  was  soon  spread  through 
flie  kingdom.  When  it  reached  the  ears 
of  the  duke  pf  Albania,  it  became  afresh 
source  of  vexation  to  that  discontented 
and  aspiring  nobleman.  He  saw  in  Ze- 
myra  a  new  barrier  placed  between  him 
andtheprince,andhe  secretly  determined, 
by  any  means,  however  unwarrantable,  to 
remove  an  obstacle  so  dangerous  to  his 
ambitious  and  designing  views.  HisBrst 
object  was  to  endeavour  to  gain  Hamesa 
to  his  interest;  and  this  he  persuaded 
himself  would  not  be  a  difficult  task,  as 
he  could  not  for  a  moment  suppose  but 
Hameaa  would  be  inwardly  chagrined  at 
K  8  the 


d  by  Google 


Ii0  IUL4>NJ»A. 

thd  prospect  o£an.  uakHt  wb^eb,  by  pvo^ 
^dng  heirs,  to  the  thrane  of  EJpinis, 
wouU  {(Cm  ever  exclude  bim»  fijom^  Ae 
hope  of  suocefision. 

The  diifXMition  of  thifi  kinsman  o£ 
Castriot  was  warm  and  open^  and  if  huiv 
ried  by  the  eagerness  of  his  temper  into 
Mfioraand  excesses^  he  coiUd  never  suffi- 
okmtly  at(we  for  his  folly  r^buthisiinnkr 
m^m  made  hipi  oftentimes  the  dupe  o£ 
thedesignii^,  and  his  sense  <^  the  iivr 
viobybUity  of  an  engagement  w«s  so  hogh^ 
that:  frequently,  while  bitterly  regnettiog 
itt  he.  would  sdoiiii  to  retract  from  the 
pcafomance  of  hi$  promise.  Monefiea. 
end^voured  to  sound  him»  by  dark  hinta: 
and  balf^expresfi^  sentim^Ms;  but  bis. 
crafty,  intesitions  were  defeated  by  the 
direct  and.  frank  answers  whiiiib.  he  r^ 
ceiv^  from  Hamesa.  That;  prince^  far 
f|om  ratertidnii^:  any  invJ4ioiia  swti^ 
ment8»  at  the  event  which  caused  4ucb 
rapeow-  in  the  b^avt:  oO  MipmBoo*.  hadi 

been 
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been  amoK^  ^e  ibk^eiacMrt  to  oongM 
his  kib^nan  on  the  bright  prospect  of 
ha^piivess  vrkkkt  his  late  expedition  had 
opened  to  his  view.  Hopeiess  of  gain- 
ing the  plain-dealing  Hsmesato  his  pius 
pose  at  this  time,  the  crafty  Moneses 
did  not  despair  of  completing  his  intend- 
ed design  on  some  future  occasion,  when 
bis  warmth  of  temp^  might  betray  him 
ifrto  the  ^ares  which  his  cocker  i^ection 
W0iild  teach  htm  to  avoid.  Leaving 
^liiin,  the^dbre,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
€he  fm^ecdon  of  other  madiinatiom  to 
promote  his  ambitious  design. 

Tiie  days  df  CaMriot  w^ere  consecrated 
to  the  good  of  hi&  people  and  the  safety 
ei  his  dominions ;  but  when  the  mUd 
shades  of  twi%ht  succeeded  to  the  glare 
(^  sunshine,  love  claimed  a  few  delight- 
ful moments,  and  in  the  society  of  Ze- 
myra  he  found  an  abundant  reward  for 
his  toils.  The  amiable  partner  of  Ura- 
cofites,  though  far  advanced  into  the  vidte 
K  8  /       of 
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of  years,  had  none  of  the  moroseness  of 
age»  but  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
all  the  qualities  that  could  exdte  the 
esteem,  and  gain  the  afieetions  of  a  warm 
and  youthful  heart. 

Within  a  few  days  after  Zemyra  be- 
came an  inmate  of  the  palace  of  Uracon- 
tes,  so  perfect  was  the  undanstanding 
that  subsisted  between  them,  that  they 
were  to  each  other  las  a  tender  mother 
and  an  affectionate  daughter.  The  many 
disastrous  events  of  Zemyra's  eventful 
life,  which  she  related  with  artless  sim- 
plicity, frequently  beguiled  the  countess 
of  her  tears,  and  drew  from  her  the  asser- 
tions that  her  sufferings  richly  deserved 
the  bright  reward  destined  for  her,  in  the 
affection  of  the  noble-minded  and  all-ac- 
cornplished  Castriot.  The  blushes  of 
Zemyra  warned  her  estimable  friend  not 
to  pursue  the  subject ;  although  her 
heart  secretly  exulted  in  the  choice 
she  had  made,  ishe  revolted  from  evin- 
cing 
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Ging.that  exultation  eren  to  her  barest 
Mends. 

The  smiles  of .  a  loved*  female  can  ex- 
cdte  to  the  noblest  deeds,  and  the  hope  of 
her  approbation  gives  energy  to  the  no- 
blest designs  that  human  wisdom  can  der 
vise  or  hun]»n  skill  execute.     The  so. 
ciety  of  Zeiiiyra  imparted  vigour  to  the 
jiidicibusdy-'ibrmed  plans  of  Castriot  She 
listened  with  delighted  attention  to  his 
details  of  what  he>  had  done,  an#what 
remained  to  be  performed.    The  com- 
plicated system  of  government,  as  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  a  numerous  population  of  her  fdBow- 
creatures,  was  to  Zemyra  an  olgect  of 
the  deepest  ^interest;  and  she  displayed^i^ 
comprehension  and  power  of  intellect  in 
thw. abstruse  and  unfeminine study,  that 
at  once  astonished  and  delighted  her  en- 
raptured  lover.      But  the  intercourse 
which.  Zemp^  had  enjoyed  with  the 
uiardiioiiess  0f  Camporino  hiA  accus- 
k4  tomed 


d  by  Google 


800  mAKm&« 

traded  her  to  habits  of  deq[>  thought,  and 
taught  her  to  reason  on  every  subject  that 
was  worthy  of  her  attention.  When  re^ 
turning  to  the  r<^al  palace  after  «n  even- 
ing thus  spent,  Castnot  «^ould  mentally 
exclaim — *^  Surely  I  am  the  peeuUfir  fi^ 
'  vouiite  of  HeaTexi,  in  being  biest  wkii 
the  unrivalled  affeeiions  of  one  whoafe 
form  is  more  beantifiil  than  the  houris  of 
Mdiomef  8  paradise,  and  whose  mind  is 
stored  with  the  wisdom  of  sages?  |fay 
I  pro'w  ever  worthy  of  the  tranfleendant 
Uesdings  which  alUbbunteotts  fieaven 
hath  conferred  upoA  me !-' 

l%e  great  fundameiitai  truths  of  that 
religion  of  whidi  Castriot  had  btely  be* 
come  aprofessor>  ako  iormed  an  ifiterest- 
ing  theme  fw  tiie  loveiis.  Th^  pi^noe, 
when  the  perfidious  ocnduet  of  Amuralb 
was  discova^  to  him/iii  the  warmth  of 
resentment  andindUgnat^on  at  such  Uadc 
treadiery,  abjured  the  rel^ijm  of  Maho- 
met,  wMdi    ab^nilioi^    he  afterwaids 
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ifirmed  in  the  metropolitan 
roia,  in  the  preseiiee  of  tb6 
I  of  the  iksAes  of  the  king^ 
hurry  of  tnartial  enterprise 
ilated  to  peitnit  the  inve^- 
iie  faith  he  had  embraced: 
le  sweet  acisents  6(  Zemyra 
red  in  describing  it«  princk* 
ight  dawned  upon  him,  and 
ith  eagerness  into  ihe  study 
,don   of  his   fkthers.      The 
of  Zemyttt  was  a  religion 
id  of  love,  divested  of  all  the 
rbidding  features  with  which 
ath  clothed  it.     In  all  the 
hich  the  prifM^  inade  into 
nt  subject,  Zcfmyta  was  his 
and  the  interesting  task  wM 
ably  delightful  from  her  par- 
its  pursuit. 


had  consented  to  unite  her 

Castriot's  by  the  in^^olubie 

narriage,  an^  t^  bcitoW  hfft 

k:  5  hand 
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hand  on  him  who  had  long  possessedher 
heart;  but  before  the  solemnization  of 
the  nuptial  rite,  she  wished  to  aoquakit 
her  Venetiab  relatives  with  the  bright 
prospects  which  awaited  her. 

Castriot,  studying  to  gratify  her  sli^t- 
est  wish,  immediately  determined  to  send 
Alexis  to  Venice,  4n  the  capadty  of  his 
ambassador,  to  notify  to  the  doge  the 
projected  alliance  of  tlie  prince  of  Epirus 
with  his  fair  kinswoman,  the  princess  of 
Athens,  and  to  declare  his  wish  to  form 
a  league  with  the  republic,  that  might 
be  constructed  upon  the  basis  of  mutual 
advantage,  and  strengthen  both  states 
agninst  their  common  enemy»  the  sultan 
of  Turkey. 

Every  preparation  being  made  for  the 
departure  of  Alexis^  on  a  scale  of  mag* 
nificenoe  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
sovereign,  he  sailed  with  a  large  retinu^ 
fifom  Dnnzzo.    Castriot  waS'  MBci^tly 

acquainted 
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acquaiiit£»i  .with  the  f<»fale  of  the  doge, 
who  was  Ibnd  to  excess  c£  the  outward 
d^mon^tititions  of  siiiperior  rank.  The' 
splendourof  roy^ty  wa& alike  disregarded 
by  Castriot  and  his  ^presentative  at  the 
CQurt  of  thjB  doge,  but  in  the  magnificent 
ratinue  that  followed  Alexis,  the. vanity 
of  Palozzi  ^as  gratified,  and  not  that  of 
the:  }x^Dce;  of  Epirus  or  his  ambassa- 
dor. 

Besid&s  the  epistle  of  Castriot  to  the 
d<^^;,  Alibis  wa&  the  bearer  of  letters, 
Qoucb^in  the  warmest  terms,  from  Ze«^ 
iqym  to  the  marchioness  and  her  cousin 
Mairciafil^.  She  detdled  the  particulars  of  * 
the  pei]^oua  ^ve^ts  which  at  length  had 
terminate  ii^PQffxpeeted  happiness,  and 
concluded  with  a4$vring:them  that,bless- 
eSjLjsfi  able  cpnaidleiied  herself,  her  present 
{nrospeetft  Ji^ven.f<»!  a  moment,  weakened 
the  feelings  :of  affectionate  gratitude 
which  she 'dierlshed  foe  her  dear  and 
QxiXy  idtitiVchSi  .  '  . 

.:  k6  The 
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Tlie  ftoibMsadkir  of^  thfe  soveraign  oi 
Epms,  mdioae  wdi^atned  Ihme  iNtd 
gained  liim  the  raapect  and  admiiiitioii 
of  aU  the  pot^tates  o(  Eotope,  was  gtt^ 
dottdy,  thou^  pompously,  receiv^ed  by 
tlie  doge.  That  piinoe  leamt,  with  sur- 
prise  and  pleasure,  the  Mugolar  good  finv 
tune  of  his  kinswoman,  who^  aiW  so 
many  vidsintudes,  was  at  length  in  ^^ 
under  the  protection  of  her  affianced 
husband,  and  that  husband  a  sovereign, 
pmce.  He  was  also  greatly  {deftsed  at 
^  the  amicable  intercourse  whii^  l^is  unkm 
vwjld  probably  create  beHweeti  BpiMM^ 
and  the  republic;  and  the  piopositii^n 
of  Castridt  fpr  an  alliance  with  the  Ve- 
netian  seigniory  was  laid  befttt^e  4iMi  as* 
seo^led  magn^idoei^  and  r«odve«l  with 
unanunous  assent  by  th«  whole  eOtmeiL 
7ho  semto^  of  Vraide  wl#ely  oonndered 
that  m  strengthenrng  the  newl^fi-aieqnii^ 
power  of  Castriot  by  their  aViiaiM,  they 
should  be  studying  ihe  beat  interesia  ^f 
the  republic,  for  in  the  rapidly4mMitjiw 

ing 
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log  powiar  of  the  Tuxici  thft3r  toheld  h 
ftMnidaMe  enemy*  They  w€te  m^eH 
aware  Aat  the  Gmciaii  iilAnds»  which 
Venice  now  regarded  m  the  brightest 
jeweb^f  her  dueal  orawti^  had  long  been 
the  olgeet  of  Amuwth's  aO-gmspitig  dm 


riiiteed,  at  loiig  as  die  prince  of  Bpirud 
omtiimed  tueceiHrfuliy  to  oppose  the  de^ 
dgns  of  the  sultan  upon  his  dominions. 

Alexis^  baring  transacted  tike  ^^Aimi^ 
nary  parts  of  bis  negoeiation  with  the 
doge,  was  (ondueted  by  his  order  to  the 
apartments  0f  his  sfeter.  He  W3»  m^ 
hooBoed  to  the  mardiidiieBs  by  a  page, 
and  entered  tiie  splendid  saloon  whcflre 
that  lady  end  heir  niece  weve  ^ttb^ 
They  had  been  hiformed  of  the  mml 
of  an  anlNtesador  ttom  the  piitioe  of 
JSifmns,  but  ^Md  not  suppose  thart  they 
were  intepested  in  the  iMeiMgeiiee.he 
brought.  Great  was  Ijm^  astonishment 
of  rtw  iiwehtiwiif  when  she  ibund,  Ama 
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ihe)C<9i|#nt8,Qf  htt^  lett^«  that  her  nieoG^ 
conperowg  whom  she  had  entertained 
aoch  alarming  apprehensions^  i^s  pos- 
sessed c^  hi^^iness  and  security.  The 
gentle  Msirdaoa  was  not.les^  pleased 
than  her  aunt»  to  find,  that  her  fair  eou- 
sin's  pijospecfts  were  so  promisingM  l^t^ 
although«she,  had  heen  assureditbat  Ze- 
n^ra's ..  Ipver^  vfhom  she  had  seen.  dis» 
guised  as  a  merchant,  was  a-wacrkH*,  sh6 
was  not  prepared  to  recognize  in  him  thei 
brave  and  far.&med  prinqe  of  Epirus. 

Th^  «0nyertati6li  which^  fiiUawed  the 
perusal, pf  the  le^t^fs  bdtw'een-  ithe  maiv* 
chioness,  Marciana^  md  theyoong  envoy, 
was,alik#  agreeably  to  all  parties;  for  al- 
though the  part  which  Maiwana  took  in 
it  waA  chieiQy  oonfin^  to  ^^wiets  to  any 
interrag«Ltory'  remarks, .  «he  >n<^verthieiess 
TQ^tted  the  anrival  of  the  hour,  when 
etiquette  aiilpMliished  Alexis  tc^  retire. 
i »«  '»     '  ,    '.  .    '       * 

The  nianneis  dT  Alexis  were  polishi9d» 
),,  although 
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although  he  was  perfectly  unaaduining; 
his  countenance  wore  no  external  marks 
of  vivacity  and  gaiety,  while  calm  un- 
ruffled bliss  reigned  in  his  soul:  to  those 
who  could  appreciate  the  value  of  inter- 
nal chsirms,  the  character  of  Alexis  shone 
forth  in  its  brightest  lustre.  INleither 
had  nature  be^n  nij^^dly  to  him  in  perT 
fional  endowments;  but  a  reflecting  phi- 
losophical  mind  had  so  curtailed  those 
youthful  ebullitions  of  passion  whidi 
few  in  the  heyday  of  their  blood  can  con- 
trol, that  the  placid  regularity  of  his 
countenance,  by  superficial  observers, 
would  be  regarded  as  indicative  of  stoical 
stui»dity.  He  had  been  stigmatized  by 
the  Byzantine  dames  as.  a  cynic,  from 
the  disregard  which  he  shewed  to  their 
charms,  and  the  severity  with  which  he 
censured  their  conduct.  Bqm  and  edu* 
eated  in  the  magnificent  and  luxurious 
city  of  Constantinpple,  he  imbibed^  the 
elegancQ  of  the  court  of  Fa]fl9ologus» 
and,  bepig  possessed  of  a  strong  mind, 

.     be- 
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h»  luifift  m  fa»ifii€6  Vfhkt  w*s  amkiMe 
MMl  w<Mt]ljr>  while  he  r^edfe^  Whatetra 
win  fiitii^ooft  Md  irkskras  in  the  }ni)f9uiit 
«f  f lie  cavM^en  ^o  thfoo^  the  afh 
IMM  df  th^  iiiiperild  pOam.  Many  of 
the  wktest  and  AMM  yittuous  of  the  no. 
bie8»  ^ose  toae  deseo^aiiti  of  the  an* 
dent  Ofe^  and  Rottiitn«,  ireHMNtled  the 
vlttuM  <xf  AlexUt,  and  addiotHedjged 
Aieehann6<)fhu<iottverdfldon.  W^heniA 
^  Mci«^  ^  those  who^  tihantetel*  and 
wi«d«Hi  he  t«e6pedted,  Aleitb  wafe  not 
the  aund  bb  he  a{ip«ai«d  is  fh6  €irckr  ^ 
fi1v«)oiM  dadudfe  U)d  totiMy  piMiit^ 

l!h«  dtf  of  CoAstantine  was  th«  otk 
in  trhioh  the  predotm  MflitiB  <tf  tite  kflam-^ 
teg«  the  arta,  and  sdeiMes  af  aitfi^iiy» 
hiid  been  presdiyed  amidst  tiie  dVet^- 
wliditiiiig'  tt»«ent  (^battiarfiM  igHOiwiM* 
Fram  ttone^,  when  the  ihrst  fiiiy  of  ^ 
d«B(4cti!i|^  itoides  of  tiie  north  «rdi  stift- 
iilded.  Am*  WaR&s  «f  leaniKhg  agiKi  ifitt- 
diiiiiMttMbiniglMedWMkl.    ttte^Hi- 

tivatioa 
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tivsiiion  ^  the  beanttes  of  amSent  lore 
bad boesQ  tbeft^wite  ^rtudy  iof  Alesis, 
and  im  t^sical  attainmetite  iiMide  Mm 
no  1«S8  a  wdcoitie  gtt«9t  to  the  maisefaio- 
nesfl^  tibftii  his  amiable  and  unaimimiiig 
manhers  to  the  young  duchess.  To  the 
BMurchioness  he  oould  talk,  with  unae- 
euatomed  i^othusiasm^  of  the  departed 
gferies  of  ancient  Gweoe  and  R(»ftie-^^ 
the  Iffsrery  df  their  wwiiors,  and  the 
wiadom of tfieur sages ;  and,  tumngfiom 
^  heart-enlivening  Tetrospedt,  vrotdA 
4eplwe  tdth  hi^  tlieabjeet«tateof  thosi^ 
eaoe-oddbratod  covntries,  wbic^  "W&pe 
now  for  the  most  part  sunk  in  the  fewest 
abyss  of  davery  and  ignorance. 

Witih  llie  gentle  Marciima,  Alexis 
octtkl  iconverse  on  the  interesting  topics 
if  haive  asid  chivalry.  He  ccwdd  also 
follow  her  in  her  admiration  of  music, 
for  Marcmha  wm  b  true  Italian  in  this 
nespeet,  and  acknowledged  herself  a  slave 
to  the  dmrms  dt  harmony.    Thus  the 

fund 
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fund  pf  .^avipufi  knowledge,  Ywbich>Alexiiis 
bad  acquired' ;ih»m,{^er8Qiftald[>s€^^ 
as.  well  as  from  the  works  of  the  best  au* 
thors,'  made  him  ever  a  welcome  visitor 
to  the  apartments  of  the  marchioness  di 
Camporino  and  her  nieoe.  .Every  ihom* 
that  he  coulji  decorously/ reserve  from 
the  bu6ineM;0n)W,hich  h^jcame  to  Ve^ 
nice  was  spe^oit.  in  t^  Meiefe^iof  these  il- . 
lu^triou^  females;,  a^i y^texia: confessed 
that  the  learning  of  the  maMdiioness,  and 
the  modest  ,lo>velme9aiof  the  young  dur 
che8|3>  W€9«.utt$<iUaUed  by  the  most  ex- 
alted and:  ^oeompUabed  ladies  lof  the  By- 
zantine qteiirt.  ;  .  )   : 

.  \ 

•    Jlh/f*'  :        *  '        ,  "J  » / .'  • 

The  completion  of  the  negociations, 
which  w^ .  protracted.  fircHn  day  to  day 
by  a,  routine  o£  punctilious'  and  prolix. 
forms,  iiy;as  unheeded  by  Al^xfts.  Satis# 
fied. , with  doing  ajl  in  his  piOwer  to  fbr^. 
wardth^  trecity,  he  was  Jittle  inclined, 
to  ii^mnqp^t^te  against  the  tardy  manner, 
in.whiqb  the  negodations  proceeded. 

The 
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.  The  sage  conversation  of  the  marchio- 
ness soon  became  less  attractive  to  Alexis 
than  the  society  of  the  artiess  Marciana. 
Female  delicacy,  amomiting  to  timidity 
of  manners,  and  female,  modesty,  ap- 
proaching to  bashflilness  and  reserve, 
were  much  appreciated  and  greatiy  ad- 
mired by  Alexis.  In  the  manners  of 
the  dames  of  Constantinople  he  had  been 
accustomed  to'^witnesssuc^  forward  bold- 
ness and  masculine  assuiknoe,  that  he 
idolized  the  reverse  of  this  disgusting 
conduct;  and  he  found  in  Marciana  a 
female,  rich  in  his  &vourite  endowments. 
The  reserve,  which  to  others  was  intoler- 
able, and  considered  as  haughty  arro- 
gance. Was  regarded  by  Alexis  as  one  of 
her  greatest  charms.  He  found  in  his 
own  breast  a  congenial  feeling-*^  feeling 
of  which,  till  now,  he  had  never  found 
the  counterpart  in  a  female  bosom. 

This  retiring  carriage  had  been  the 
cause  why  Marciana,  in  the  prime  of 

youtli 
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ywith  md^iamlty,  wt8  still  without  a 
loveh  Mmty  of  tl»  noblest  and  most 
aoooiiii^hed  txf  th^  teayalien  of  Italy 
bad  acknowledged  the  pow^  df  her 
charms,  atid  aspired  to  the  hand  of  the 
heivessof  Falozzi;  but  either  tfae^dd- 
nioas  «riid  roservc  of  Marauoia  had  looeenp* 
ed  the  dminsher  kieantnf  had  foiged,  or 
the  dutge  had  fiMDfaadldetitiiiQtr  pietaasioiis 
vHlfa  lurrogant  ba^ghtitieBS :  it  Was  his 
ddtermhiation,  tibat  none  who  was  not 
deoSfied  with  ihe  insignia  of  royalty,  or 
the  f  rawitiplxve  fair  to  sorer^gnty, 
sfamdd  wed  (the  beaotifaL  a»i  i^ehly-en^ 
dowed  daughter  tof  thb  chief  magistrate 
of  the  pdwerful  Venetian  republic,  and 
dare  to  mix  his  bbod  with  the  stream 
dMlt  (flowed  through  the  mna  of  the  il- 
hi8ti4ous4«oe  df  P^doflsau 

Whm  AleHn,  on  a  former  oooasion, 
had  visited  Venice  with  his  friend,  his 
stay  isad  been  of  sudb  short  duration, 
that  mo  opportunity  was  aiflS>rded  him  of 

viewing 
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iMwing  tile  many  pdMio*  edIiioeH  m«> 
o^r  wprk»  6B  eat;  with'  whioh  tlki»  emx 
pprittin  qttheiCommefCB  ci'the  woridb 
WK  enriched.  Altboixgh  the  protonusted 
length  of  fthe'«egociMionet«ow>  afforded 
hkntampletletsuw;  Aeauiweibieftof  \n&« 
niee  wme^  unvidyfied  by  Al^pcuK  evepf 
pleasure  which  caused^  Im-  abMnceiro.m» 
Sfandma.loet  iiM  ssest,  apd^  ftr^from  alt^ 
foidkig  any  gratificabidn  t&  hitai  waft* 
eonndiered'  by  him  a»  irksome  and^  re^ 
.gupfded  as  so  many  {Haedottsmoment^'ut^ 
terly  wastedj  '  From  what  he-  had  ra^; 
marked  of  the  conduct  of  Mtetmimar  to^ 
wards  him;  he  could  without  vanity  as- 
sure hupmlf  t^at^'i^'i^gwdtid'hlm  with 
prefarence:  yet  what  hope  did  thiii'  as« 
suitmoe  giveAlem?  '  Was^it  acoaBiptt^- 
med'by  the  delightfolipleasureattencbmrt 
on  a^  sutfcesafel  passioii  ?  ^  H^ :  tilMgH^ 
be  felt  tbatr  to  liVe  €lepriv>ed  o^  JM^umatwr' 
was  equiv^ent'  t<>'bmi«ltlnent'  from^pt^ 
radose,  bis^  moat  sanguine  hopes  never^ 
flittered  i  bina^  for  a  monsiMM^'wHit  l>e^^ 

able 
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aUe  to  gain  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
Falozzi.  He  had  been  treated  by  the 
doge  with  aU  the  attention  and  ceremony 
that  bis. office  demanded;  but  Alexis 
easily  discerned  that  it  was  not  to  him* 
self,  but  to  the  ambassador,  that  this  re- 
spect was  paid.  He  had  also  acddent- 
ally  become  acquainted  that  the  doge 
had  privately  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  prince  of  Epirus  should  not  have  se- 
lected one  of  the  nobles  of  his  kingdom 
to  be  his  rej^esentative,  but  had  ap- 
pointed an  exiled  Greek  to  fill  the  offiee 
of  ambassador. 

Such  being  his  sentiments,  how  greatly 
would  his  pride  be  wounded  to  leam, 
that  he  whom  he  regarded  so  contemp- 
tuously was  the  object  of  his  daughter's 
affection,  and  that  an  almost  namdess 
wanderer,  the  creature  of  his  sovereign's 
bounty,  had  dared  to  aspire  to  an  union 
with  a  branch  of  his  illustrious  stock ! 
Notwithstanding  the  correctness  of  this 
J  reasoning. 
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rewd^ingi  Ale^  Ws^  too  deeply  in- 
voiced in  the  labjiSath  of  Ittvfe  to  extri- 
cate  liimself  by  the  aid  of  philosbphical 
argaments.  He  therefore  banished  re- 
fleetioiy,  tod  idbtitiHued'tb  ^riMk  deeper 
of  the  pass¥<^,  witb^t  eoMldering  what 
would  be  the  IcMSUe; 'diidivhtfe  in  the 
presience  o^^Mdrciana,  dl  but  that  be- 
toYdd  object  tv^s  foi^gotten. 

The  breast  of  the  gentle' Maixsiiina  wa^ 
indeed  sembty-aiffeeted  by'  the  merits  of 
Alexis.  She  saw  in  reality  the  being 
which  till  now  she  had  only  viewed  in 
her  mind's' eye »;  the  ideal  creature  of 
her  imagihatidii'  wias  embbdled  b^re 
\ker ;  'aiAd  >  When '  Aleitis  ^tei^d  the  A- 
loon  as^tbe^'be^ti^  iSfh&t  ebu^in^g  letters, 
she  scared^  refrtnned  fk>m  tittering  all 
exdamation  of  jOy^fulattlTpriige,  bt  theap-' 
parition  rf  k  fonp^  which,  '■  ihe  bdieved, 
e^i9tedionl}''iih  her^ftihcfyi  ThefaVoii^ 
able  iinpisesiskAi'ilcf  mod^  at'thp  firsltiiRP 
tepriew  was  increased^' "^  fortHeP  acv^ 

'1  .  quaintance^ 
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quaiatance;  and  MawiAHi^  hee^dttljp  kat 
bibed  copioiur  cJoMglto  ef  the  ititogiiea^ 

tiBKIiaifiiQll,  .  ; 

Tlia  manhionesft  iras  sixAQfk  wttm^ 
U;  present  dunn^tfae  viatii^  tlie  young 
an^baesador  to  her  apartm^Btsic  anil^to 
her  Al^Si  iddi^ssed  the  chaef  pwi  of 
his  oonversation,  sotbattheioakehki&esi 
never  entertained  the  least  suspicion 
that  j8k .  mntoal  and  ardent  affeetion  sab- 
$i$tad  bd;ween  the  ycHmg  mv^  and  hcif 
niecei 

When  the  mmariis  of  Alexia  w«n» 
oonH^ial  to  the  sentimenliSiof  Marcjiamii 
the  speaking  glaneeaof  her  full  U|«e  ey0 
ca^ressedi  hex  wanii  a^probulion:  aa4 
l«r&ct:QOinc]deHee.  Butwhen^ahe  ^i» 
oi9iintGar9d  Jm  iinpasmimed^  ga2e»;  Uiom 
ey^weg^  baoit  inatiaatil^r  to  the^  gfOimAi 
«Md^t)he  sureet  omftii3]onitibiatinanftlad.']A 
h^  lovie^face  ^ro  ha  iatm^gif$fie^'ibk 
tiw  sigUfcor  4(le3is«r 

Not 
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Not  one  of  the  cavaliers  who  had  ac- 
knowledged themselves  the  slaves  of 
Marciana's  charms,  had  made  the  slight- 
est impression  upon  her  heart,  and  her 
life  passed  on  in  unvarying  contentment, 
alike  unruffled  by  the  doubts  and  sor^ 
TOWS  of  love,  and  unblessed  by  the  ex* 
quisite  joys  of  that  delightful  passion ; 
but  in  Alexis,  she  found  hiixii  who  wa^ 
destined  at  once  to  be  to  her  the  source 
of  sorrow  and  of  bliss. 

The  protracted  negociations  were  at 
length  completed;  the  treaty  between 
the  Venetian  republic  and  the  sovereign 
of  Epirus  was  proclaimed  on  the  Ri- 
alto,  and  through  the  principal  squares! 
and  quays  of  Venice;  arid  nought  now 
remained  for  the  ambassador,  but  to  take 
his  final  leave  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
his  master's  new  ally* 

When  Alexis  retired  from  the  senate- 
house  with  the  duly-ratified  treaty,  he 
VOL.  II.  I-  entered 
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entered  his  apartment  with  the  feeHngs 
of  9  man  who  bore  the  mandate  which 
cotisigned  hi^  to  an  immediate  and 
ch!^adful  death.  The  succeeding  mom- 
jng  wius  appmnted  for  his  ceremonial  f^e- 
Well  to  the  doge  in  council,  and  every 
preparation  was  made  for  his  departure 
on  the  following  day. 

Alexis,  tliough  swayed  by  the  power 
of  love,  would  have  shrunk  in  horror  fi*on^ 
a  moment's  delay  at  Venice,  after  he  had 
completed  thebusiness  which  hadbrought 
:him  thither;  his  d^arture  was  therefore 
certain.  Having  securely  deposited  his 
papers,  he  hurried  towards  the  ducal  pa- 
lace to  bid  a  long,  perhaps  an  eternal 
farewell  to  her  whose  presence  made 
every  place  a  paradise,  but  in  whose 
absence  all  the  world  was  a  void  a&d 
dreary  wilderness. 


€HAP. 
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CHAPTER  X 

^  I  cao  smiUy  and  miirder  \A\\\»  I  smilfry. 
And  cry  content  eo  that  which  grieves  mj  hearr. 
And  frame  my  face  to  all  ocoasioDs*'' 

Blest  in  the  society  of  his  Zetnyra,  and 
in  the  anticipation  of  a  speedy  union  witli 
that  dear  object  of  his  aflfection,  CastHol 
was  yet  an  examplie  of  the  imperfection 
of  all  human  happinei^s. 

Exasperated  that  Alexis  should  have 
beenappointed  ambassador  toVenice^  and 
honoured  with  other  marks  of  his  sove* 
reign's  favour^  the  dukeof  Albania  open* 
ly  evinced  theraneorousfeelingsof  his  vin- 
dictive spirit.  Constituted  by  his  sovereign 
governor  of  that  extensive  province^ 
X.  2  Moneseii 
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Moneses  seemed  content  with  nothing 
less  than  monarchical  authority,  and  exe- 
cuted his  delegated  power  ^ith  so  much 
haughtiness,  that  the  nobles  who  pos- 
sessed extensive  domains  and  numerous 
vassals  in    his   government  would  no 
longer  brook  the  insolence  of  his  deport- 
ment.     Having  boldly  expressed  their 
feelings  of  disgust  in  vain  to  the  gover- 
nor, they  represented  his  haughty  and 
despotic  conduct  to  the  prince.    A  body 
of  the  exiled  Epirots,  who  had  composed 
the  band  which  was  the  terror  pf  the 
surrounding  country  as  the  banditti  of 
Mount  Hsemus,  still  followed  the  for- 
tunes of  their  chief,  and  now  formed  bis 
body-guard.     They  were  also  the  minis- 
ters of  his  will,  and  implicitly  executed 
his  commands  ;    and  as  they  ret^dned 
externally  the  ferocious  appearance  of 
robbers,  so  did  their  savage  dispositions 
well  accord  with  the  terrific  exterior. 

Grieved,  to  hear  such  accounts  of  the 

duke^ 
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ifoke;  Cas^ot  yet  fdlt  a  repugnanee 
i^l^vb^t  roproochuig  hkn  with  his  faults; 
wd  thcHigb  he  &tened  with  attentioiK 
to  tb^'  ooBijpIaint^  of  the  Albanian  no^ 
bfefl^  he.  hesitated  to  arraign  the  conduct 
c^qne  to-  whoQft  he  owed  samuoh.  Af 
lagth«  eoonvineed  of  the  ii^ustiee  and  the^ 
expressive  raanneit  ia  which  Moneses 
caiercised  his  delected  authority,  be  re-- 
BMtfistrated  with  faiim  by  letter,  in  the 
most  deHeate  and  eautiouf^  terms,  re^ 
questing  him,,  as  he  valued  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  kingdom  whidi  had  so  late- 
ly been  regained  by  his  own  assist^Qpe^ 
to  pucsue  a  line  of  conduct-  conciliatory 
to  the  nobles,  and  leave  the  citizens  apd: 
peasantry  not  the  n^ost  distant  caii^e  fo^ 
complaint      v. 

The  haughty  eKief  of  Albania  per  use(J 
this  adDai»;^itoanr  epistle  witli  feelings*  of 
the  most  ranoorous  nature.—"  What!'* 
soliloquized  he,,  "  is  it  not  enough  that 
I  have  placed  this  boy  upon  the  throne 
l3  of 
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of  Epirus,  and  given  him  the  diadem 
which  might  have  glittered  on  my  own 
brows,  but  he  dares  play  the  sovereign 
over  me,  and  dictate  to  the  creator  of  his 
dignity  ?  It  is  well :  he  has  now  brought 
ruin  upon  himself — Moneses  and  Cas- 
triot  are  no  longer  friends.  The  urchin- 
monarch  of  Epirus  shall  soon  learn  that 
the  hand  which  raised  him  to  the  regal 
seat  of  his  fathers,  with  equal  ease  call 
hurl  him  from  his  elevated  station/' 

Thus  did  he  express  in  solitude  the 
vindictive  emotions  of  his  soul :  but  he 
publicly  treated  the  messenger  of  his 
sovereign  with  the 'greatest  deference, 
and  in  his  reply  to  Castriot,  professed 
sorrow  that  his  conduof  should  have 
caused  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  Al- 
banian noblesi  or  dissatisfaction  on  that 
of  the  prince.  To  corroborate  this  state- 
ment, he  regulated  his  demeanour  ac- 
cordingly; and  as  he  was  no  mean  adept 
in .  the  arts  of  dissimulation,  he  soon  so 

far 
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far  succeeded  in  his  purpose,  ttiat  the 
most  fastidious  had  no  longer  any  cause 
for  complaint.  The  blackest  designs 
were  veiled  by  this  external  moderation; 
and  whilst  he  openly  displayed  the  most 
devoted  loyalty  to  his  prmce,  he  secretly 
planned  the  destruction  of  his  kingdom* 

Whilst  Moneses  was  revolving  in  his 
mind  various  schemes  of  vevenge,  he  re^ 
ceived,  through  a  private  but  an  ^un- 
doubted  channel,  accounts  of  the  mighty 
preparations  making  at  Adrianople  for 
the  ccnquest  of  Epirus.  It  informed 
him  that  Amurath  being  now  at  peace 
with  the  Hungarians,  his  most  dreaded 
enemies,  and  having  effectually  quelled 
some  disturbances  which  the  king  of 
Caramaniahad  fermented  in  Asia  Minor, 
was  determined  to  employ  the  whole 
force  of  his  armies  against  Castriot.  The 
fierce  Mahomet,  heir-presumptive  of  the 
Ottoman  sceptre,  had  long  urged  his 
aged  father  to  undertake  an  expedition  ^ 

against 
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agpftiiulf  Epdrm,  ^id  bad  at  fei^^.  pre^ 
vttled  upcwhim  to  embfaoe  the^ppiMrtu^ 
ntty  whef>tbenQi^bouringnati€»swe»* 
»  amity  with  Turkey,  toehastisethein* 
Menceof  tlie  refractovy  vasfiial  who  Had 
aebedf  the  savermgp  authority  c^  tba( 
proTinee, 

Nothing  eould  have  been  more  gcatr- 
fying  to  th^^4igeful  soul  of  Monyesea^ 
than  this  ir]tel%^aee«  and  he  4etermui^ 
ed  to  make  the  intended  invasion  of 
AtnuFatb  subservient  fo  his  v^wso^am^ 
bki^  and  revenge^  AU  the  advan^ag^s 
that  wDuld  accrue  ta  hna  at  once  burst 
upon  his  n)indt  and  be  resolved  U^  build 
his  own  greatness  upon  the  rains  of  his 
country's  h^ppinesa  and  fj^edom.  He 
fMCooixKngly  withhdd  the  infielbgence  or 
the  preparations  making  by  the  sultan 
fi;om  the  prince,  aivd  escorted  the  Q$e^ 
senger  beyond  tl^  frontier  in  person^ 
where  h^  dismissed  hioA  with  9.  variety 
i)f  costly  preaeats* 

Calnova, 
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Calnova,  the  capital  of  Albania,  and 
the  seat  of  the  governor,  was  placed  in 
a  commanding  situation  on  the  confines 
of  Thessaly.  Fortified  by  nature,  it 
was  rendered  almost  impregnable  by  the 
bulwarks  of  art,  and  tlie  possessor  of 
that  city  hdd  the  keys  of  Epirus  with- 
in his  grasp.  A  narrow  defile  which  it 
completely  commanded  afforded  the  on- 
ly entrance  to  the  interior  dominions  of 
Castriot ;  and  it  was  thus  the  gate  of  the 
mountains,  which  formed  a  natliral  ram- 
part against  the  enemies  of  Epirus. 

Possessing  this  important  fortress,  Mo- 
neses  calculated  on  being  able  to  make 
what  terms  he  pleased  with  the  Turkish 
sultan,  and  he  resolved  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  which  was  now  afibrded  of 
advancing  his  glory,  and  ci  satiating  his 
vengeance. 

The  politic  sultan  had  caused  it  to  be 
reported^  that  the  colossal  preparations 

that 
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that  were  making,  both  at  Hhe  eaiprtal 
and  in  the  prcmnces^  were  destined  to 
form  Bit  expedition  against  the  sopbi  of 
Persia ;  and  he  boasted  that  in  a  few  re- 
ToMug  moons  the  standard  of  Ottoman 
shonid  be  seen  floating  orer  the  minalFetfi^ 
cf  Ispahan,  and  attest  the  favour  whieh 
the  prophet  shewed  for  the  fidthful  fcJ* 
lowers^  of  the  race  of  Ottoman. 

But  when  the  accomrtst  of  tReise  migh* 
ty  preparations  reached  Epirus,  the  ffien- 
6y  veil  that  obscured  their  des&mtioit 
was  quickly  pierced  by  the  penetrating 
e3re  of  Castriot  KEewell  knew  that  the 
armies  were  not  intend^ed  for  the  subver-* 
sion  of  the  Mahometan  suJtan  of  Persia^ 
but  that  they  were  raised  for  the  znra- 
sibrt  of  his  kingdbm. 

c 

The  politics  of  the  divan  were  &mi^ 
liar  to  Castriot,  and  he  was  determined 
that  Amurath  should  not  find  liim  un- 
prepared to  meet  the  iniraente  host  that 

he 
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he  was  about  to  inarch  agamst  Epirus. 
The  character  of  the  Turkish  sultan  was 
too  well  known  to  Castriot  fi>r  him  to 
suppose  that  he  would  relinquish  his 
claim  to  a  kingdom  he  once  possessed, 
while  he  retained  the  means  of  asserting 
his  pretensions  l^  force. 


END  OF  VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


^  Twas  pretty,  though  a  plaguy 
To  see  him  every  hour;  to  sit  and  draw 
tiis  arched  browsy  his  hawking  eje,  bis  cari;i, 
In  our  heart*B  table^heart  too  ci^^ible 
Of  every  line  aad  tnck  of  his  swe«t  ikvoor ! 
9ut  now  he's  gone,  aod.aiy  idoUtroos  fancy 
Must  sanctify  his  teScs," 

At  hi«  porting  interview  with  the 
manchioneas  di  CatnporinOA  Alexis  was 
chained  with  letters  from  herself  and 
Marcaana^  for  their  fair  kinswoman^  the 
future  princess  of  Epinis.  The  young  ■ 
vx>L.  III.  B  duchess 
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diidhess  wHs  not  present;  but  Alexis  was 
relieved  from  the  task  of  mentioning  her 
.  name  by  the  marchioness,  who,  as  she 
delivered  the  packet  to  him^  said — "  You 
will  not  leave  Venice  without  bidding 
farewell  to  Marciana?  The  excessive 
heat  ha^  greatly  oppressed  her  sensitive 
frame,  and  she  has  retired  into  the  gar- 
dens, to  inhale  the  invigprating  breath 
of  evening.  Tau  will  probably  find 
her,**  continued  the  marchioness,  as  she 
openied  a.  ^Ided  latticiB  that  l^d  into  the 
palace  ^arden%,  "  iix  her  &;«Qurite  ar- 
bouc,.  on.  the  bauks  of  the  cwal." 

To  this  weU^'knowa  sfc!tk\Ais^  bent 
his  filtering  step0.  A»  he  passed  along 
the  verdant  alley^^  be  eudmwmMd  to 
bring  his  mind  to  a  proper  degree  gf 
steadfite^ness  to  Ittd  ad&M^  ti^  MkrdaAa^ 
w$thott%  betei3Hng'  tile  s^rot  cy^hbilieai*; 
SlMmM  she  fed'  sentlmentsi  o^  aflfa^oit 
ftfr  him,  a  mutual  dlsooveiy  mttst  in^ 
v^dlVekep  in  grief  and  peitt^  biit;  i^  cm 

.  ..  .    the 
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the  eoirtrary,  he  had  been  deceiving  him^ 
self  witli*  ttie  fbnd  h&fe  of  beifig  regariV 
ed  with  preference  by  Marciana,  any  de- 
claration of  his  love  would  be  treated  by 
her  as  arrogant  pr6sut»)rti<»n. 

Pilfcd  with  these  peijjecfAam,  Im  ap- 
^pix>lK^ied  the  baiv^;  and  as  he  stoodf 
keotatingly  near  the  ^trat^oe,  he  healrd 
the  voice  of  Marciana  utter,  in  a  k>w 
tone,  rendered  almo^  inaudible  by  the 
deep  sighs  whddi  seemed  torisefi^m  the' 
bettom  of  her  heart — "  Wliy,  eb  wh^, 
^exis^  d4dst  thoo  ever  meet  my  plartiial 
view?  Thou;  wdlt  depart  from  Venice, 
never  to  return,,  withocit  even  casting  n 
thought  upon  her^vim:  mounis  in  secrete 
the  hw:  dT  tby  too  d^tAy-piAt^  a^ 
ciety." 

AlcKis:  had  scansciy  tiieard^  wMi  avi- 
dity and  capture,  those  {tccents,  sxveeter 
tor  him-  dian  sei?aphit!  h-^TMny,  ere  he 
was.  at  the  &et  of  1k»  dear  object  of  lii^ 
B  2  ardent 
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tifd^nt  dfiPection,  pouring  oat  the  grate^ 
ful  rapturous  effusions  of  an  overflowing 
heart 

All  the  ai^uments  with  which  ^- 
dence  had  fortified  his  breast  vanished 
before  the  power  of  almighty  love,  like 
vapours  from  the  presence  of  the  god  of 
day;  the  sweet  and  unexpected  assu- 
rance of  mutual  love  possessed  ev»y  fa- 
culty of  his  enraptured  soul.  Every 
doubt  fled ;  the  blest  certainty  that  he 
was  beloved  overcame  every  other  con- 
sideration, and  could  he  have  command- 
ed the  crowns  of  monarchs,  he  would 
have  thought  them  a  compensation  too 
small  for  the  dearly-prized  confession 
that  had  escaped  the  lips  of  Marciana. 

Overpowered  with  emotion,  when  she 
found  that  her  soliloquy  had  been  heard 
by  the  person  from  whom,  of  all  others, 
she  would  have  kept  it  concealed,  3Iar- 
ciana  sunk  powerless 'on  the  mossy  seat. 

Her 
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Her  kneeling  lover  received  the  al- 
most-insensible  beauteous  form  on  bis 
breast,  and  transported  at  fulfilling  the 
sweet  task  of  supporting  his  lovely  bur- 
then, Alexis  scarcely  dared  to  breathe. 

After  a  few  moments,  the  crimson 
current  revisited  her  pallid  cheeki»;  and 
Mareiana,  raising  her  lai^uid  head,*  and 
averting  her  blushing  face,  faintly  arti- 
culated — **  Leave  me,  I  beseech  you,  to 
my  hard  destiny !  Your  presence  adds 
to  mis^,  which  I  before  thought  in- 
capable of  increase," 

**  Can  Alexis  then  be  such  a  wretch 
as  to  become  the  cause  of  ..a-  moment's 
nisery  to  her  for  whose  happiness  his 
life  would  be  gladly  sacrificed!  I  came 
to  bid  you  farewell,  previously,  to  my 
departure  from  Venice;  but  I  was.  un- 
prepared for  the  mingled  emotions  of 
Joy  and  sonbw.  that  awaited  me  at  this 
interview.  Accuse  me  not  of  presump* 
tion,  &ir  M^rciana!"  continued  Alexis; 
B  3  "I  was 
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**  I  was  ^sdin^led  -by  your  immunbeied 
eharm9  ere  I  was  aware  of  thdr  poorer; 
but  the  exiled  Alexis  never  flattered 
bim$elf  with  the  hepe  of  tlie  ittom  of  a 
passion  .wbi(;h  would  have  been  buried 
in  the  inmost  recesses  of  his  heart.  Like 
^  Persian,  I  gased  with  r^turous  en- 
thusiasm 00  the  object  of  my  idolatry, 
between  whictt  and  myself  &te  had 
pltoed  cm  iinmeasuralde»  insuperable  dis- 
tajice/' 

"*  I  eaimot  continue  this  DoniTersatiDi}/ 
Mardaisa  plaintively  i-eplied.  '^  Ycm  aie 
'  master  of  sentiments  wfaich^  until  ^bpA 
ftfted  moment,  haiveheen  eMfrffiiHy  jcon- 
ceafedftmnaB.  Leave  me,  I  moe  mdm 
beaeech  yon  !«^I  wovdd  &iii  aow)u^r  ike 
emotions  wfUbh  awcli  my  beat!  ahnast 
to  burstifig**' 

^  Afid  does  the  gm&e  Manaana  m- 
deedigmdge  tboe  deacly-iNSeed  drop«iBe 
pitying  angel  haa  mixed  with  the  faitfeef 
draught  fttae  seems  to  have  prepawd  fior 
ipe?    It  is. .still  consdatioD,  joidit  «B1 

be 
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&rftomiiappine0Baiid  Marcfana.  Speak, 
^  •speik  tbe  fi^imeft  asraranoe,  that  3^011 
^  not  repent  it^  4tnd  1  shtfll  depart  <$oiii« 
pacMiveiy  bkstf 

Mareiana^  after  a  pawe^  now  fost 
laised  ber  ftiQ  Uue  eyes,  BiiffUised  hi 
tears,  to  Alexis^  ^  be  stood  ^aasmg  011 
lAie  kq^  lisMsateente  «b  tf  he  would 
Imve  devo  ved  ber  iieautie^,  taid  timic^j 
said—^  Cofdd  Alexis  reftd  the  heart  of 
Mmdmm,  fbe  would  not  «e(0d  tfaiis  osbh* 
Mtnoe,  to  4be  ocm^nnoed  Itow  rta^ong  tria 
interest  is  there.  From  the  ooimation 
tfa^it  our  sepaMition  must  be  eternal,  I 
1ihv6  said  thiw  muah~^mOTe^  f«4iaps^ 
iAmA  I  ou^t  to  bAve  4d«cdaied.*' . 

'^ 'Before  l^qtiit  jott  for  ever/"  «id 
Alexis,  as  he  stood  in  tiie  entramie  of 
the  arbour,  '*  in  pity  tell  me,  did  not 
tfae«d]flpan(y  ef  our  aitna^Mms  prevent, 
'vraaAdyou  be«Mitent  to  unite  ^our  des- 
with  mine?^ 

Marcaana  wm  about  to  ref^ly,  ^hen 
B  4  she 
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she  perceived  a  humsui  form  gUding 
through  the  trees  at  a  short  distakiee*' 
The  shades  of  twilight  had  begub  to  en<^ 
velop  the  eartfa>  and  she  could  distin* 
guish  nothing  more  than  the  figure. — 
"  Leave  me,  I  <mce  more  conjure  you !" 
exchditied  the  agitated  Marciaila,  in  a 
suppressed  tone;  •'  we  are  observed," 

The  answer  of  Alexis  was  already  on 
his  lips,  when  MarciaQa  agaib  earnestly 
said — •*  Prove  yQurself  wtorthy  of  ibe 
affection  you  se^k.  My  happiness  per?^ 
haps  dqNE^nds  on  your  living  ttie  hastily, 
and  in  silenoe,** ,  ~ 

Alexis  imfmnted  .a  farewell  kiss  aa 
the  hand  that  waved  hitn  to  depart,  and 
hsiytieni^  ffg>m  the  ^pwer,  torn  with  con* 
fiicting  emotions* 

The  succeeding  morning,  Ale^cis  hav- 
ing complete  his  diplomatic  negocta- 
tions,  and  taken  leave  of  the  doge  in 
form,  embarked  for  Durazzo  with  a  pfo- 

pitious^ 
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pi&MB  breeze;  which  quickly  conveyed 
him  to  that  port  But  his  soul  was  still 
at  Venice;  it  haunted  the  bower  on 
the  terrace,  and  the  avenue  in  which 
Marciana  frequently  walked  amidst  the 
refreshing  gaies  of  evening.  In  imagi* 
nation  he  agaiii  retraced  each  fondly- 
remembcDed  sceiie,  attd  Mkrciana  was 
the  angel  that  formed  every  place  into 
am  Ed^. '  These  reoblleetions  of^ressed 
his  soul^  oonviaced  as  he  was  that  fate 
had  i^aced  an  impassable  barrier  between 
him  and  the  idolized  object  of  his  ardent 
jiassioii.  .     . 

He  arrived  at  Croia,  where  he  found 
the  prince  anxiously  expecting  his  re- 
turn. Castriot  had  recced  ceii:ain  in- 
telligence that  the  immense  army  of  the 
Ottc»nan  sultan  had  commenced  its 
mairii  &om  Adriettiople;  he  therefore 
jHwck  desiced  to  ascertain  the  issue  of 
Alexis's  embassy,  before  he  formed  his 
jinal  arrangements.  W^^^  transport' 
B  5  of 
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0f  jey  l)eleara<  the  pleasing  infiarnaticni 
that  im  iriend  h«d  to  cottuimwdoBte. 
hove  mui  paitriofetsm  were  alike  oewnoi 
witib  jsueeeas;  and  fAxilb  he  iecekied  a 
peerkaas  bpide  firora  the  hoitckof  iier  Jip* 
proving  relatives,  he  siso  seccored  to 
Epirns  a  powec&l  afijr  an  the  Venrtiaai 
republic.  The  naval  foooe  df  Idiat  maii^ 
tinie  ^tatte  pieseiifetd  a  fonnidKtde  bnl- 
wmk  io  a  descent  from  iSie  Tadcish. 
fleets:  aiidtfaeiieighfaotu&nrgtemtigvy^tf 
the  tefniUic  would  ofibid  aaeciife  ^^ 
him  to  tbose  oi  his  snb^sots  wheae  iieoc 
or  age  prevented  them  from  enga^ng 
either  in  offensive  or  defensive  war&re. 

Assisted  by  Akm,  and  thse  namidib 
of  Vracwtes  uod  the  other  nables  4si 
Im^cwai^  CaataJal  now  ^piooaeded  to^put 
his  ivdide  jdflDgdotoJn  a^oomplete^state 
^ ,  defence.  He  made  ^faasty  excuniiniB 
9long  the  fiio9l»eKB»  amd  infipafited  Aob 
fortificattons  wbieh>theiraiteatiani-ender* 
9d  effeetiveriii  repelling  ibefll;taekBiof  the 

.  enemy. 
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itticnyl  Ob  tte  cflkBrifatBdjSiBiiBiiian- 
Jtfed  smiik  town  w  .wese  analAe  do  stand 
jijpfidtraated  si^e,  .ami  waih  ikhe  traofpi 
TOfebdrstmircMn  t|hna  Jtaoigtfamed  tfhe 
fprrmms  of  ^muDe  impoitaioe.  He  idso 
ancrtaaed  dw  aimy^  rby  the  addition  of 
jBMriroopsfiOBi  among  the  iufidjr  pea- 
MJitrjr,.  who  eageify  'flodDsd  to  jtoin  Ifae 
4rt&uidard  irif. their  pKUitte.  , 

The  'jumieDt  riera,  whoie  •fonoived 
cheeks  and  silver  locks  announced  the 
ravages  c^  time,  while  they  boated  their 
|»t  seryioet  t3>  the  pnogenitorB  of  Ca^ 
itMOBt,  exalted  their  'sosis  to  iidefi^  and 
•bravttry  in  tiie  cause  of  the  youthful  and 
diecoio  chief. 

The  prince  found  ^odi^cfoHy  in  ad^ 
titigto  Ills  cohorts  tdne^floiver  of  the  yocifth 
lof  £pirus:  the  intereiits  of  the  people 
ivreie^ideiitified^^ithihis  own«-«*thetdiMords 
x^ttbe  meai,  and  td»e  prayers  of  the  wo- 
^men,  wereeQfifA^ed for Jns  w«if»8. 

b6  He 
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He  gladly  accepted  the  asylum  whick 
the  Venetian  rtate  offered  fot  the  aged 
«nd  defencdess  of  his  sul^ects.  Th^Oi 
with  theit  cattle,  and  movedi^  posses-, 
sions^  found  a  secure  retreat  in  the  Ve- 
Detiwi  territory;  and  the  fortified  cities 
being  ainply  supplied  with  proyisi€ms, 
the  oounhy  presented  nothing  but  the 
ground  itself,  and  the  vegetable  produo- 
tions,  exposed  to  the  rapine  of  the  Turk- 
ish tcoo{>s,  and  to  the  vengeance  of  their 
leaden 

The  resources  and  hopes  of  Castriot 
seemed  tx>  increase  with  the  magnitu^ 
of  the  t}mger  with  i^ich  he  was  threat- 
ened. Elate  with  the  anticipation  of  4 
successful  resistance,  he  would  gladly 
have  ^Encountered  the  mighty  «hodk  of 
4he  whole  Ottoman  power^  bad  not  the 
#ioughts  of  (>artii|g  from  his  bi^trothed 
JZemyra  dimnaed  the  bright  vitsdons  of 
glory  that  beamed  me/t  his  aouL  He 
would  not  offa:  to  Zemyra»  who  was 

worthy 


d  by  Google 


1SKAN1>£A.  IS 

.^^ortfay  of  the  crdmrm  of  empires,  a  hand 
in  whidi  the  sceptre  of  "Epirus  was  not 
%inly  hdd — ^he  would  not  bring  to  her 
-a  diadem  whidi  the  events  of  a  singte 
day  might  tear  from  his  farow&  No-*- 
he  must  lead  her  to  the  temple  with  the 
hand  that:  had  wrou^t  the  delivw ance 
t>f  his  peojde,  or  fall  in  the  field  of  glory, 
'A  sacrifice  to  liberty  on  the  altar  of  p»- 
foiotism, 

'        - '  ^ .  ^ 

^uch  was  the  resolatkm  that  Castriot 
n^itally  formed/as  he  passed  along  the 
]ofty  'coloiwfide  of  the  palace  of  Urak 
ecmtes.  He.  had  just  returned  fix)m  his 
progress  &roc^  tjbe  frontier  <dties,  and 
was  hastening  to  bid  adieu  to  his  be- 
loved princess,  previously  to  his  march- 
ing fix>m  Croia  on  Uie  ensuing  day. 

To  an  apartment  in  one  t>f  the  towens 
of  the  palace  that  overtopped  the  battle- 
inents  of  the  city  wsdls,  Zemyra  was 
.aocustomed  frequently  to  jretire,    and 
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igum  son  the  feistteBdei  qpsospoot  ^tiirt  it 
jBommanded.  ISI»  iiad  now  ir^tiaei,  io 
-endciivoar  to  odm  tbe  ^rirf  xidiidi  i^ 
dbdad  her  Jranm  at  her  o^pfmmMagJSB^ 
{Morationironi  liie  piMoe; 

.The  msLvmfi(Aom  vciMitts  lisBt  iutn- 
iptofid'to^pvav^eat  AheiriMptUe  were  ffae 
«iii]iQB  (of  seecet  vonrow:  it^ippraiied  m 
if  Fortune,  envious  of  the  happtneMial- 
most  within  her  reach^  had  determined 
Ito  ^Bepme  mew  amMery  rfor  thei*  Sler 
^Bart  <8iuik,  eq^pretsed  witsh  daric  (feis- 
Codings,  and  hunitig  tarn  df  Jintentdl 
ssuigniKh  iell  fast  <en  Aie  dematis  tk0t 
sfaadBd.  liie  windovv^  i^  Ifli^  apartanent 

.fifae  YskAf  etukavoured  te  labBfilxie  lA 
appearance  of  ftrtitude  4n  :hl&r'*oduirts* 
nance,  to  which  her  heart  was  a  stran- 
fjer.;  and  I'her  ^ef^s  iwa^  sttH  0oiii»d  in 
-tsaiB,  wheni;fae  josmse  4ff  t^iaw  (entered 
the  apartment.  .She  hastily  rose,  te  meet 
Slim,  while  tiie  {>rinoe^  in  fluMdad  4W- 

cents, 
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ae^tidy  itskmd  why  ihe  i)AwGixl£1m  acml 
HOB  thus  imnoBemed  iagnef? 

£faMtioB  ^ivduded  an  immediate  ve^ 
]dy;  but  nrhen  she -fiiiaid  utteranpe^ 
Zetnym  re{)Ued^-^  Mwe  I  not  caxxsb  for 
gtisfy  iriren  nay  prine^  my  protedtor,  is 
gbooC  once  jasere  to  be  aeparated  from 
me?  Aks!  my  mi8gi?»!|g  beairt  fi>fex 
tells  a  long;  ^a  sad  isepapation.'' 

/^  Slpeak  not  tfaos,  deaarest  '2kmyt^ !" 
retnrned  itbe  pirince;  "^'soon  skitfl  I  h^ 
again  Iblessed  with  your  presetice.  Im« 
periGOBjdtity  calls  me  to  tiie  field  mtli, 
taan«nDJ(ir!s  dasnsn ;  die  ad vanoed  guard 
afjottr  enemies  are  ^already  near  the  ooifi- 
finfis  ef  S|anus;' 

*  I  itremble,"  md  the^geMtie  Zemyva; 
^  when  i  think  d  yoinr  engaging  the 
hosts  :of  tbe  sultan.  The  f^tes  of  my. 
venemhle  parent  and  «f  my  %ra^fce  Ibo^- 
ther  aga«n  lise  to  my  yiem — i^in  I  be- 
hold the  fierce  Mahomet,  iii  brutal  tri- 
<n0ph>  trample  u|K>n  itheir  gory  eerses^ 

as 
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to  I  saw  £rom  the  k^Iements  of  Athene ' 
I  have  survived  tkeir  loss,  imd  pttyi&g 
Heaven  has  supplied  it  in  Castriot;  but 
sbouB  I  behold  a  betrothed  husband, 
kind  a$  my  father  and  brave  as  nly  Ihxk 
ther,  fall  beneath  the  cimetos  of  Ma- 
homet and  fai«  janizaries,  Zemyra  could 
no  longer  drag  on  a  wretched  esustenoe, 
but,  dying,,  join  him  froni  whom  .tite 
fates  have  severed  her  during  Me^" 

"  fliesMoved  Zemyia,  fear  n^^lung,^ 
ariswetad'tbie  prince:  ^*  thy  orisons  shall 
be  my  shield  in  the  thickest  battle; 
WheQ  spears  are  hurled,  aiid  cimeters 
wave  around  my  head,  the  virtue  of  my 
love  will  be  my  giuardiaa  genius.  Hea-r 
ven  will  smile  upon  the  struggles  of  a 
l^atriotic  hosit,  and  Bp^e  the  life  that  is 
dear  to  Zemyra.  Besides,  I  have  now 
a  new  impuke  .for.  baitfe — to  be  the 
avenger  of  the  wrongs.  <^f  thint  house 
upon  the  proud  crest  of  Mabomef 

.  Tlu^a  saying,  k^  strained  Im  future 

bride 


d  by  Google 


bride  in  a  wann  embrace^  and  departed, 
while  Zemyra  invoked  the  protection  of 
Heaven  for  her  much-loved  warrior. 


■; 
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CHAPTER  II. 


*  Metliotf^lit  h0  bore  hkti^  in  the  thickest  troop^ 
At  (loth  a  lioD  in  a  herd  of  neat; 
Or  as  a  bear  encompass'd  roand  with  doga^ 
Who  having  pinch'd  a  few,  and  made  tbeoi  cry. 
The  rttt  stand  all  aloof  and  bark  at  him." 

Hatikg,  with  the  prudence  and  con- 
duct of  a  wise  and  experienced  monarch, 
provided  for  the  defence  of  his  kingdom, 
Castriot,  at  the  head  of  ten  thousand 
troops,  took  the  fiekl  in  person,  and 
marched  from  Croia  with  the  dawn  of 
day.  Hk  army  was  equipped  in  the 
most  complete  manner,  and  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  native  troops,  who 
were  inspired  with  the  same  sanguine 
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hfyp&i  t£  V  ieisry  m  awdOed  Ibe  htesat  of 
fiieir  hesolc  leaiAflNr. 

Tbe  repuUic  of  Veiince  imd  pixifferedl 
the:anistance  laf  a  bofljr  of  rscUiera;  bak 
Castriot,  with  thankfulnew,  idcdinni 
the  offer,  assignuig  as  a  reason,  that  his 
pipvinons  iroaid  not  furnish  sappfies 
ix  aiftcfa  an  jfiereaBe  to  his  Banjy.  But 
hit  priiidpfll  laotivefiir  declisniBg  the  j»> 
astanoe  cf  then  ttoxffiaineB  was,  distt  he 
was  ifiil^F  mvuae  how  Aiffmsai  v/me  tiie 
feelings  of  mm  coixtendng  m*tlw^ttr- 
vicei^f  an  a%,  ftqm  Aiose  tfaat  actuated 
the  breasts  and  nerved  the  arms  of  HMoe 
who  fought  for  liberty^  for  religion,  and 
hoiQe/  The  pufldlfainmlt f  or  fanekward- 
nos  o£  me»atmaaes  vii^t  idamp  the  aiv 
dxnv^fxf  liisifin1fltfQl;sMl>jecta;  endif  S^^ 
ntswu  fated  1p  fall,  ht^smsAiikUvehtT 
fidi  glorioutlf,  or  Btamd  supported  only 
by  lier  ovaa  pcmerful  Bncrgies;  He 
wisely  oonsidened,  that  a  w9!^l4uMf6aed 

army. 
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nrmy^  though  oompaxativdy  small,  is 
superior  to  a  huge  unwieldy  host ;  and 
he  doubted  not  that  the  band  of  brothers 
contending  in  the  cause  of  patriotism 
would  again  prevail  against  the  merce- 
nary myriads  of  deqKitism. 

From  intdligence  bY>ught  by.  bis 
scouts,  Caatriot  learnt  tfad;  the  main 
body  of  the  Turkic  army  ykas  stiU  sen 
veral  day^'  msffch  inxn  the  fi»ntier,  bat 
that  the  bashaw,  Mustapha,  with  forty 
thousand  Ikws^  had  arriyed  in  ^irus, 
and  now  ky  oibamped.  before  Sfeti^ 


On  xeedidng  this  inteBigence,  he  im*!^ 
mediatdy  set  forth,  with  a  detachmait, 
of  four  thousand  foot  and  one  thousand 
eavalry,  acoMBpeiiied  by  prince  Hamem 
and  RiKlolph  count  of  Tanusia  Pur-, 
suitig  their  route. throu^  the  deifiles  of 
a  mountakiotts  country^  knoiim  on^.  to 

die 
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tlie  inhabitants,  they  arrived  within  ai 
league  of  Sfetigrade,  while  Mustaphsi 
thought  them  in  the  plains  of  Croia. 

The  sides  of  the  precipitous  mountains 
timt  surround  Sfeti^rade  being  thickly 
covered  with  forests  of  pine  tod  oak,  the 
Epirot  troops  were  completely  screened 
by  their  foliage  from  the .  view  of  the 
Turks,  who  lay  encamped  at  the  foot  of 
the  rock  on  which  the  city  was  built. 

Approaching  the  encampment  as  near 
as  the  covert  of  the  woods  would  allow, 
^md  perceiving  they  were  too  advantage- 
ously posted  to  be  attacked  by  plain 
force,  the  prince  had  recourse  to  strata- 
gem. 

By  his  directions,  Hamesa,  with  l^irty 
c^  the  best  horsemen  that  a>uld  be  se* 
lected,  apparelled  themselves  as  c<»nmon  - 
soldiers;    and    having    loaded    several 
sumpter  mules  with  com,  they  proceed- 

ed 


d  by  Google 


ed  b^f  8  ekemteus  ati^  toifreqiiented 
fst^h  iMmrdB  tiie  €%*,  as  if  miA  ibA 
intention  of  coonftj'mg  jnx>mmiaS'  tet  the 
besieged. 

K/tras.  pat  da^bsedfc,  and  a  ligUt 
aalst  bufig  «ver  a  sttiatt  Uke,  almrg^erbose^ 
bank  tbesei  fuBtmiAeA  victadfors:  toolc 
ti[)rir  waj.  Tlaie  beams  of  ^  risiDg  sim 
quidfily  cbased  the  vaporoascexJialal&on^ 
and  dieiji  were  soon  diaaxrea/ed  bya'paiv 
ty  at  the  Turkish  outposts,  and  imnie* 
dJAtdjr  aMadced; 

At  tiik  HameBadand  hb  parii;^  toskte 
fltglit;  but.  peffttiving  thdr  pnrsitieiv 
were  few;  idie}?  (|uaddy '  tom^  upoa 
them. 

The  Xurks^  aiariiiedr  a^  tiUsp  une^- 
pe(^ed  resistence,  m  thebr  txau  fled  t)> 
wards  the  eamp,  aiidr  were  panraed  ta^ 
t1ke;ot»tpo&ltob^  the  disguisiedschieftail^fi:' 

Mustapha, 
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Mnatai^  €&!•  tiie  firat  akm^  detaebed 
four  thousand  men  Ut  ponuse  the  fogi* 
tives,  who  had  speedUy  retreated,  but 
not  so  hasdlj  as  H^  \ewe  the  Turks  fin* 
aeqpiainted  with  the  raad  they  took. 
Whifet  eageiiy  foHbMrkg  thew  flying 
Uks,.  they  bcctme  entangled  in  the  ^ 
fiks  and  Akketa;  awl  wben^  in  de^mv 
of  oTeutdtang  the.EfttJx>tB^  they  werQ 
aftont  to  retam  to  the  oaupy.  the  shriU 
ttpraLof  Castriot  was  echoed,  frem  hiU 
tobfib  Seitponffive  to  Ha  weU4iBo«m 
sounds,  .the.  Amhiyfei  Tuite  pero^T«4 
themselves  surrounded  by  an  army, 
qorb^^g  ftam  the  eaeth  rapidly  as  the 
dn^oii^beni.  sufbjects  o£  Cadmwk. 

The  ntoBbfaeAMahometlms  instantiy 
ikznjed  their  backs  and  lied-  in  eonfuP 
sbn,.  and'thuKbacanie  an  ea^*  eonque&t 
to  Caatmot,  whose  lost  was  ioreonsidef- 
aUe^.  w3»iht'^a;Me»y  smdl refnaantof  the 
Tuf^n  oetOERedvtik  tteareraof  the  .dtsaa* 

trous 
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trous  intelligence  of  their  cbgipanions* 
fate,  to  the  bashaw. 

In  the  delay  which  the  invasion  of 
Amurath  had  caused  to  the  nuptials  of 
the  pritice  with  his  beloved  Zemyra, 
Moneses  found  much  to  gratify  his  ran- 
cour against  the  uiK>ffending  maid.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  not  only  entirely 
prevent  the  marriage,  but  also  be  sub- 
servient to  his  plans  of  future  greatness. 
He  accordingly  dispatched  Pezovi,  a 
Bulgarian,  to  the  ¥urkish  camp« 

This  man  had  been  one  of  his  band  in 
the  caverns  of  Mount  Haemus,  and  fix>m 
his  congenial  disposition,  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  most  Intimate  confidence 
with  his  chie£  He  was  now  charged 
with  letters  to  Amurath,  in  which  Mo- 
neses declared  his  discontent  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  prince,  whom  he  had  raised 
to  the  throne ;  and  after  pointing  out 

the 
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lire  BxieBstw  iitflttenoe  iie  .^qssesled 
JHnongst  the  nobiHty,  pmniised  npt.oi)l}r 
to  deliver  up  Sfetiigr^de^  the  key  of  tb« 
kingdom,  into  his  power,  hut  also  to  use 
his  utBQost  endeavours  tamduce  the  ftst 
of  the  nobles  to  &XUm  Im  exum^.  .  - 

.  The  price  he  demanded  for  this  trear 
chery  was  nothing  less  than  the  diade^ 
of  Epirus,  which  he  was  willing  to  hold 
as.  Hie  £iithftd  vassal  of  Amuratb/  imd 
to  pay  him m  annual  fcabut^  not  oply  m 
on  acknowledgment  of  the  suUm's  so- 
vereignty, but  to  indemnify  him  for  the 
expenoes  of  the  war. 

Pezovi  was.  challenged  by  the  vf|^- 
guard  of  Amurath*s  army,  and  having 
dedared  that  he  had  disp^tchte  of  im- 
portance to  communicate,  was  conduct- 
ed jto  the  imperial  pavUion. 

-  -  lied  between  two  iguards  with  their 
linked  ciiqeftcars  to  the  foot  of  the  splen* 
1  .yoL.  HI.  c  did 
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Ml  MRicli  tift  nincdti  Ife  jhUm  feeiinBdu 
PeiEOft  pfMMMl  itintteif,  nd  idsMl 

the  iMe^imft  «f  the  pome  vmar,  tf;  e 
motion  of  the  sultan's  hand  the  emissary 
wds  cofidacteA  into  the  ^xteciDr  tent, 
%vli9e  AinuittlliiMSisedliiev  cmttetibs. 

These  mem  df  the  wMt  Ratifying 
mttii^,  1^  ^liiiilit  fas  faUii%^  d^^ 
trait  Hve  f  itpftratiaiis  lof  Ctelnol;  with 
«Mtenh|tt,  lie  sMMfljr  tKoAied,  iait  ihe 
repeated  defeats  of  Hxt  Ibifehaira  might 
be  the  prelude  to  the  discomfiture  of  the 
aimieB  beaded  bf  luttMCdf 

,  For  tlis  OMBelielMnit,  yriA  giattde* 
iight,  <beiAiiafib0ti(m  of  the  duke  «f  Al* 
bania,  and  plaehiglibe  Icttenda  the  httds 
of  prince  Mahomet,  who  stood  by  the 
Imperial  ooudi,  Ise  *riiini(&»%  uii-^ 
^'  Ddth  not  Ads  augtnr  191^,  my  Mto? 

The 
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sMljiowhe««i»d«dBevavtfdd.    One 

'^  Ev^i  80^  my  lotA/'  tttam«i  Mb. 
homet.  *'  The  possession  of  Sfetigrade 
xemtrm  om  gNoteatdbrtMilc;  «id  jrnur 

]w#f  JNte  lAMering^lvo^ 

tMO  of  ttie  -poyrai&il  duke  <f  .A&bbib.'' 

Xhe  mltei  Atn  4lcf»taai  a  letter  to 
JmifiSkn^  in  Midch  te  infonBed  Mo* 
]:waei  Aatdbe  wrnrii ocaMy acpede4».faig 
proposals  Within  eight  days  he  pur- 
miifilrta  jte  .at  Afet^de,  and  jt  Hiat 
tine  h0  efl|»efead?theictty  to  hespispan^ 
W  aelaiovio^  Um  itis  jormdgB. 

Thif  .iQi4»i;Jni|refl«d  with  the  inu 
]^faii^%B«t,  waB  ddfiveraft  to  Paqvi^ 
Ij^itufsfelfr  rdbe,  «  a  in»k  of  thesui^ 
tlMrSibvpittthfeidifpiMtkn  tDirai^sJio- 
neses. 

ca  The 
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t8  l8Zi£KB£B: 

:  ifhe  garmon  of  ^tigttde  coi^iftel 
of  soldiers  from  tHe  piorauae  of  DilM^ 
selected  for  tiiis  importfoit  poston  aiv 
count  of  their  hardy  t^inperantoit  land 
contempt  of  danger.'  > 

On  Pezovi's  return  fixmi  the  Turkish 
camp,  Moneses^  delisted  at  his  sud6ess, 
immedialely  prepared  to  fulfil  his  part 
of  the  compact.  -  He  now,  ^r  the  first 
time,  imparted  the  whole  of  his  designs 
to  Pezdvi,  Who,  like  th>  dark^working 
spider,  was  idwaysi  w^l  pleased  when 
fibricatii^  snares* to ientrap. the  tmwaiy. 

:. .  'A v^ce  was  the  Bul^uiaoii's  riiliMg 
^afision>  as  aaIhitkm^Was' that  i^  Mo-^ 
neses;.«|id  while; the  iihb^^dled  lust  of 
power  seduced  the  duke  of  Albania  fix)m 
the:  alfegi^ee  due'  to  hk  jpirihce.  and 
friend,  the  lihirst  fi»r  gain  ui^cd'Pkxyvi 
to.  follow  ihe^  steps  of  his  firiiftaipal 
through  the  darkiest^mazes  of  trMsdnV 
labyrinth.  '  ,....* 

-$"•    ,  .  •     -  1^  .  .  By 
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^ :  Sjf*  'tibe.  instructions  of  Moneses^  >he 
Mw:  pnepared  to.  shake  the  fidelity  of 
the  Dibrans.  That  c^ief  kiidw  that  l^e 
could  rely  on  the  devotedness  of  his 
own.  btod;  but  the  Dibnna  were  only 
to  be  gained  aveat  to  his  measures  b^ 
dow  degrees.  J 

-  On  the  arrival  of  tlie.  bashaw  Mus^ 
tapha  with  his  forty  thousand  horse,  Pe^ 
zovi  began  to  sow  the  seeds  of  rebellion 
in  the^rrison.  He.  first,  lamented  the 
hard .  iate  of  thar  prince  who  had  to 
eontend  vnA  in  enemy  so  powerful  as 
the  sultan  of  Turkey,  and  artfully  mag# 
ntfied  the  prepMsatlons  of  Amurath^ 
whilst  he  depreciated  the  resources  of 
theur  sovereign. 

JNfofwkhstanding  .tins  sophistry,  he 
gained  little  ground  amongst  the  rough 
mountaineers :  many  answered  him  by 
gayihg'tbat  the  'prin^  had  provi^  the 
strenj^ :  of:  the^  Ottoman  armies  witb 
-w:  .  »  c$  succesi^ 
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Tfar  skoiMb  whkk  siMeeink  to  Ae 
tUiMtagtm  cf  tie  purtiiwdrt  ^wktxaSien 
thiew  a  damp  en  the  maAmmt^toum  «f 
Pezovi,  whikt  it  was  hafled  by  the  gar* 
nuA  miU&tm  m  sat  onm  cf  ^kxmI  Ibr- 
ttitte. 

HjBnmg  Hiaiar  wdi  litde  fragies^ 
Mopties^  with  the  grantaBt  disBaa^,  pop* 
ativcd  tfavappioBriiof  Anninitb*9at«JF 
by  the  imniftilaa  daadsofdutOatdb^ 
gMared  the  distant  hotnorUte  pla»^ 
stratdnngfTOMtbr  wafe  aff  SAtigMde 
towards  the  frbntier,  waa  wmqiMdtf 
covered  at  sunset  with  the  tents  of  the 
wmundKiitd  hoafci  of  the  sdAtt  ot  Tur- 
key. 

Aa  it  faod  been  pMriouriy  ofttiMrtad^ 
the  6ulttta*s  hcraldfii  Mmitioned  tbr  ga* 

vernor 
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^tojweilABi^  inofifain^  rick  re« 
wards,  on  his  Qj^MftiAnct^  ta  liHii9etf  and 
his  soldiers,  and  at  the  same  time  me- 
liNietnginslMt  and  dneadAil  v«B§eanoe  if 
they  darod  refuse* 

Wkile  Moaeses  wa»0figagediDapait 
kf  witfti  tile  Imttid,  P^zovi,  pietending 
to  act  in  opposition  to  the  goreTnoc,  wha 
refused  to  capitulate,  openly  advised 
Ae  troQf]^  to  aeeept  the  sultan's  cdB&rs, 
and  compel  Monesc&tagive  «p  the  citrjr* 

Sielbre  he  had  cendiidecl  a  hanrngue 
teeming  with  mAHcn,  Fietro  Pwlati, 
captain  of  the  Dibran  troops,  springing 
iqpen  hiis^  exelakned — ^  Vile  traitor! 
it  this  the  hest  counsel  thy  ill-omened 
tongue  can  o£f^r?  Bew^ure  then  how 
^tt  again  usest  such  language  in  my 
hearing  f  fer  know,  to  thy  confusion, 
that  neither  the  threats  of  Amurath,  nor 
his  gdfden  pron>isei^  shall  ever  induce  us 
C  ^  to 
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to  swerve  fimn  that  du^  whieh  Mre  ewe 
to  our  prince  und  ooiiotry.'" 

The  acdamaticKit  of  the  fxUdk&tj  evin-^ 
ced  hearty  concunrenoe  in  the  sentir 
ments  of  their  commander,  while  tlie 
^sappokited  Pezevi  retired^  to  inform 
his  employer  of  the  fiiilure  of  his  trea-; 
cherous  attempts.  - 

On  the  succeeding  mormng,  the  her 
raids  again  appeared  befi^re  the  gates,; 
and  made  a  similar  demand^  and  again 
returned  to  the  sultan  with  an  m^vler 
unfavourable  to  his  wishes. 

The  furious  monarch  now  concludii^ 
that  he  had  been  deceived  by  Moneses,. 
issued  orders  for  the  dose  investiture  of 
the  town,  and  that  every  preparation  for- 
a  general  assault  should  be  made. 

Moneses,  in  the  mean  while,  was  tor-; 

mented 
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'  * 
iQiented  with  the  acute  reflectionid  of  suc- 
cessless guilt  He  was  at  a  loss  haw  to 
e;sctpoate  himself  from  the  dilemma  ii\ 
which  he  was  involved  by  the  arrival  of 
Amuiath,  which   had  taken  place  so 

much  earlier  than  he  calculated,  and  had 

...    .     .  •     I 

thus  prevented  him  from  preparing  the 
soldiers  for  his  approach. 

T  -To  declare  himself  openly  a  partizaa 
pf  Amurath  would,  in  a  great  measure, 
defeat  the  plans  he  had  formed.  He  still 
wished  to  preserve  the  confidence  of 
Castriotv  that  he  might  have  it  in  his 
power  to  bring  sure  destruction  upon  that 
prixioe  by  a  greater  extent  of  treachery.v 

, ;  Alter  revolving  a  variety  bf  schemes, 
fdx  ^cfXffiagplishing  his  perfidious  purpose^^ 
Hpiaeflyes.  devised  a  plan  which  hje  felt 
amu^  W^uld  be. crowned  with  «uecess|^ 

In  the  centre  of  the  grand  square, 

$^am^  ^  4tf  k^  of  4tt>w*>  P?J¥^  %'"^- 

r  :         *  c5  ed 
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ed  a  spietiSid  objdct,  k  Aeep  and  elesrf 
fouflfain  ^ppftedf  th^  lvho!e  dtf  ^prtth 
t^ter.  Situated  tipott  ^  totky  hiB,  this 
Was  the  only  spting  that  Sfetigfade  pos- 
sessed, and  it^s  pure  and  ecipiou^  i^iMmAs 
pwckrded  the  tmh  of  any  otfcef . 

Deeply  versed  in  the  folMesf  of  hmttan 
nature,  the  governor  had  observed  the 
pr^udf^eisr  entettaiiierf  by  the  IMbrans, 
vrho^e  riirntfe  vere  stwit^y  itttbued  ^th 
the  s\t^erstlt5oiis  to  chai^actetistic  of  the 
ftlQdfttafti^r  in  ev^ty  othef  cOtrtrtry, 
l*hey  x^r^  Strict  obsefteM  Of  certaiil 
tftes  aftu  ceretnOtties  faatid^ed  dO\tfi  by 
tradition  from  fitther  to  ton  fhtfOttgfk 
successive  generations;  but  one  of  their 
moit  striking  {)eciiHadtie«  ims  th6  ob- 
stina<^^tb  i^htdi  Hk&y  Ahsfj^in&A  ftom 
food  or  drink  whieh  tras  nnefelu^,  «eMt«U 
ing  to  the  rito^  to  whieti  ihef  tdUlbmh 
ed  with  the  most  rigid  observance. 

the 
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HbB  scnfinA  who  guarded  tiie  waUs»  and 
whose  pasriiig.  tdate  alone  brake  the 
silence  of  night»  hy  the  governor's  com- 
mand Pezovi  repakred  to  the  wdl  to  put 
his  naator^s  design  into^zecation. 

The  carcase  of  a  dog  was  the  in^ 
stniment  of  treaohery^  which»  nnobserr* 
ed,  this  tool  pf  villany  plunged  into  the 
fbuntan^  and  wfaidi,  when  diawvered 
o»  the  enaoing  mornings  qpread  uniY^* 
aal  horror  and  alarm  amongst  the  su* 
perstitioas  I>ihrans»  who  refused  to  tastf 
t^  contaminated  water. 

Nothing  hqt  mummn  were  heard 
during  the  day,  ismd  Moneses  beh^d» 
with  secret  delight,  the  success  of  hU 
Btratag^fttif  but  publidy  dis}^yed  th^ 
greatest  wrath  against  the  secret  perper 
trator  of  the  Tile  deed,  and  ofi&red  a 
large  reward  to  any  who  would  bri^g 
him  to  justice.  To  increase  the  general 
distress,  the  town  was  now  (Bmnpletely 
c  6  invested 
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invested  by  the  works  o£  Aniumtib,  anS 
an  assauk  was  bouriy  expeeted. 

At  length  the  JSifcfans^  &int  and  ex« 
hausted  for  wmit  of  water,  became  in^ 
subordinate  to*  their  captain  Perlati,  and 
damorous  to  Moneses  to  eapitulate  on 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  sultan. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  governor,  with 
seeming  anger,  upbraided  them  as  trai^ 
tors,  and  refused  to  listen  to  their  en« 
treaties.  In  vain  did  the  virtuous  Fer^ 
lati,  with  real  and  unbridled  ihdjgnatk>n» 
revile  th^ir  absurd  superstitions.  To 
convince  them  'of  the  purity'  of  the 
water,  he  drank  copious  and  repeated 
draughts  from  the  well,  whence  the  ca]> 
case  had  been  removed  immediately  en 
its  discovery :  but  even  thia  failed  of 
^ect — ^tiie  Dibrans  continued  inflexible^ 
land  demanded  instant  capitulation. 

ToPerht^s  eontinfuedr€{)roi8ches  they 

answered. 
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amwered^tliat  their  loyBXty  to  the  princ^ 
had  never  heen  doubted — that  they  had» 
been,  and  would  ever  oontu)ue»  lyilling  to^ 
spend  their  last  Uood  in. his  d^ence^ 
but  to  depart  from  the  laws  and  vene«v 
ratted  customs  of  their  ancestors,  an<| 
drink  from  the*  polluted  waters,  thej»L 
never  would  consent,  but  rather  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  their  absthience  than  A  be 
guilty  of  an  act  io  abominable. 

-■  Perceiving  that  it  was  totally  useles^ 
to  attempt  to  persuade  men  so  pertina^ 
ciously  bent  to  their  purpofse,.  Periapt 
represented  to  the  governor  the  neces- 
sity of  comply  ing  with  the  demands  of 
tlie  soldiers* 

To  this  Moneses  at  length  assented 
with  much  apparent  relw^aiKse,  an4 
nvhen  the  hemids  of  Amurath  appeare4 
at  tb^  gaten  with  a  final  and  angry  sum^ 
mons  from  bis  enraged  master,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  city,  and  informed 
;./:  that 
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thttt  the  governor  had  aooeded  to  Hat 
eotid)tMm»€f  mmndcr  prapased  by  the 
ioltan^  which  were  t6  tliow  the  inbdbi* 
t»>fs  sAd  garrkon  to  depnt  unmoketBd 
to  my  ef  the  neighbouring  dtxce  wUdi 
they  iniglit  stleet  as  their  jdaee  of  n« 
ftige. 

AnmrBtb  ^afiy  mtified  tluase  eondi- 
tions,  and  took  po8Besm)h  of  the  city^ 
The  Othman  flag  soon  waved  over  the 
batUementa  of  fifetigr^de,  and  the  aultan 
and  his  army  bailed  with  joy  the  ftvl 
tf  ophy  of  their  (ueeess. 

With  deep  fegret  th^  viMictsve  Ma. 
hornet  beheld  the  safe  departure  of  the 
Epirots  from  Sfetigrade.  His  maxim 
was  to  k^p  liiitb  with  an  enemy  no 
longer  tiian  it  was  ccnnrvenient  to  kimsel^ 
Mrd  he  6tr<»ig)y  urged  the  sultan  his 
ftfiher  to  send  a  powerful  detachment  to 
surprise  the  refirkig  garrison. 

But 
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i  But  Amoratfa  too  wetl  Iiiiew  the  im« 
polii^  of  sudi  a  step,  and  coiivineed  hit 
Mtt  tkci  the  peireftakiM  of  thit  out* 
mgevouU  drter  other  dtitt  ftomfol^ 
lowing  the  example'  of  Sletigrade»  and 
confirm  any  that  might  he  wavering  in 
their  alkgiaaee  to  the  uaurper. 

Ptosorpi  IMS  disfotdhed  to  the  wha|^ 
to  mfhm  faim  of  the  stzatagem  by  wlach 
JjCeDeeei  had  cooapeled  the  ganrison  tp 
MfrensUr,  and  to  jusiore  hhn  of-  his  con*- 
timied  devotion  to  Amumth'a  intcctst. 

Thst  liiaiwdd  dommended  tine  Mat  of 
)m  vmUxt^  and  idgfaly  afppioved  the  at^ 
«tet  method  be  puraned.  He  then  dia^ 
ttagied  the  mesaoriger  with  pseseatsVand 
Ihe  aanuttioe  of  nehea  ai|d  hawnirt  to 
reward  his  future  services. 

/Rie  prinoe  waa  exx^ding^y  chagrined 
i^lieii  the  iivtettigeiioe  fiom  SIfetigrade 
wndhetf  him.     He  diipatobed  erdera 

to 
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to  the  g&vemdx  and  ^rn^aa  to  rmain 
in  Petra  Alba,  to  frhich  they  badref 
paired  as  the  neaxestplaoe  of  sa^r:  this 
city,  he  expected,  would  be  the  B»:t  oIk 
jeet  of  Amuiath's  designs. 

The  orders  of  the  poooe  gr^tly.  dis# 
pleased  the  haughty  duke  of  Albania^ 
iMTho  supposed  Cashiot  would  have  sum- 
moned him  to  join  the  army.  u»dter 
Irs  command,  and  thus  aSSot^diJbiA 
an  oj^rtunity  of  appdstng  ^Aiwinith 
of  his  movements  mid  plan  of  opeca^ 
tions.  But  the  suspicions  that  he  enter- 
tamed  of  his  genesal.  aoqmred' new  Vi- 
gour from  the  transad;]o<irat.^ittigKad(( 
find  th^  suggestions  of  Aletis  Artenniii^ 
ed  htm  narrowly  to  wat^  the  eooduet 
x^  the  tts^ingand  ambitionAtnobtematj^ 

Although  Alexis  sighed  in  secret  at 
l^he'thoiiights  of  Mareisns,  ioir  iij^boilf  he 
dhertshed  a  fimne  of  hopdess  k)v^,.fer 
did  notilottaigfatof  the  ijilicriratli  i^im 
^ '  prince 
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priiiee  in  ibe  urduoUB.  cdAt^ln  whi^ 
he  was  engaged.  -.    :     .  *t 

An  obvioua  altemtiofi  had  taken  plac^ 
in  Alexis :  he  now  courted  solitude^  aiicf^ 
^though. frequ^tly  rallied  jby  ClistriQttr 
on  the '  subject  of  hi$  mel«neha}y>.% 
evaded  every  question  of  that  tendency. 
^      \     •  •  •       *  *       ■'.  * 

The  pnnce^  feating  that/  my  Pjth^ 
iiause  tl»n  coiMsealed  love  is^  the  £^rc^ 
of  his  friend's  dejeotion»  ofttimes  aQe<H 
tiohatdiy  besought  him  to  communicater 
the  tecrcjt  grief  that.^ye^  iqMin  bia;i«: 
JBut  Alexis  was  proof  even  ag^nst  the> 
solicitations  of  friendship,  though  hi^. 
heart  longed  to  pour  all  the  doubly  &(id: 
despair  of  love  into  his  sympathizing; 
bosom.  , 

.  But  the  noble  soul  of  the  By^santinet 
rejected  the  wish  geneinted  by  weakness 
as  soon  as  it  was  formed. — "  Ear  be  it 
firbm  me,r  said  he,  "  to  add  to  )us  liu* 

::        .  merous 
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mmmu'  iHtpMtadM  by  nMmg  vaap  d^ 
tpairing  tale!  I  well  know  boiv  ieepkf 
his  magnanimous  nature  would  regret 
1m  laabiMlj  to  rtiidor  n^  msy  asiistaiice; 
ami  pei4kip#  llii  Mai  Jbr  me  nnig^  ei»- 
Imil  l»ikni  wkk  tile  baogbbjr  doge  Mid 
mpeoMkB  skate  of  Venicei'' 

The  active  operations  of  war  in  which 
tll» ]irimo»  was: now  busied;  awtiaallof 
lAMb  Alexitf  partiGquitdd,  eaiitrifautod 
gveakly  to  araeltoiate  die  dflspondanqr 
that  dottddl  Ins  eountcoanee  aftn  Us 
Mthrnvftom  Iheenibaasf.  Kot  lihst  Mar* 
dona  ims  Itss  dear  to  him  than  when  ha 
kail  tib»  neai0mbte  conTersatku  with 
her  in  the  ducal  gacdens  at  Venke;.  faol; 
IjlUe  hunry  of  a  camp^  and  the  meine 
duties  of  war,  insensibly  diverted  hie 
mind  from  a  continual  contemplation  of 
the  peisomd  and  nwital  giaoea  of  bis 
iwmating  mistress^ 

Halving  by  tfeachery  made  hunssif 

masto* 
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fpad^  AnmaKth.  dia|ifltelied  adetMhnumt 
0f  tinrty  tiioQamd  horse  to  Coon,  to  re- 
omnaiireani  piaepace  for  hisiamrakiii^ 

lus  mtrcli  tMtbei^  and  findkig  Uraecmtm 
dttf  to  the  mflgraficcnt  piomkcs  mode 
b3iF  tin  faeoidB  in  dK  name  of  the  M»k 
jieror  of  Asia  and  conqueror  ofSun^ 
that  monarch  immediately  commanded 
tfar  prepaiatiioDa  for  aa  dbstinaike  siege 
til*  bar  inibttilfy  connneDdBdL. 

Whfldfc  It  patt  cf  hit  fmiinmcable  k<»k 
of  Asqii  emsftmpiMedi  the  cock  on  which 
the  atf  WW  bo3t  witb  a  nunpark  aiid 
deep  fosse^otfam  were  empioy«d  in  east* 
ing  the  metal  which  had  been  brought 
fi)r  that  puspose  from  Adrianopfet  Mid 
tcmtsoBg  ft  inta  maasy  cannon^  aa  tha 
kA3r  and  hig^ged  nsountaina,  &«  natural 
raraparts  of  £ptnis,.  ware  impatsaUe  ta 
i      ;  the 
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l^citirridges  which  wei^  neeessaiy  to  rap 
|K>rt  the  bulk  of  sudi  immense  artilleiy, 
Xwelve  of  these  eharmous  engines  of 
destruction  threatened  the  principal  gate^ 
whilst  a  like  number  were  planted  oppo^- 
site  to  the  eastern  wall.  In  these  two 
jpoints  alone  the  dty  waii  exposed  to  an 
attadk»  every  other  part  bring  totally 
impregnable^  from  its  situati<m  <m  the 
wmmit  of  craggy  and  almost  p^rpendi- 
jDular  dl£^  \ 

Unappalled  at  the  foianidable  prepa- 
rations of  the^^iemy,  Uracontes  and  hi£ 
brave  soldiers  resolved  to  prove  them- 
i^ves  wooctiiy  of  the  high  trust  reposed 
in  them  l>y  their  [Ainee^*-the  defence  of 
the  metropolis:  of  hts  kin^om»  the  asy^ 
lum  of  his  betrothed  Zemyra. 

.  Fuu&ng  the.  gates  of  Croia  firmly 
dosed  agmnst.him,  the  governor  deaf 
to  all  bis  overtures,  and  no  treacherous 
villain,  with,  whom  he  cottld  tainper^ 
-.  ^  ,  Amurath 
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Aii)uraf£  appointed  tlie  third  dayaftcfr 
hifi  arrivftl  for  a  general  aesault   ^ 

To  encourage  his  soldiers,  the  sultan 
promise  to  the  first  who  should  pUiit  a 
standard  on  the  walls  the  viceroyalty  of 
a  province;  and  in  addition  to  this  in-' 
diocem^it,  prince  Mahomet  oflb^ed  a  re- 
waid  of  a  hundred  tbbusinlid  aspers. 

^  Inspirited  by  these  magnifieent  offersy 
the  soldiers  pressed'  forwards  '  ta  the 
Ixreaeh  whieh  th^  ccmtinued  battling  of 
the  ordnance  had  made  in  the  eastern 
wall.  The  steep  ascent  was  darkened 
by  their  niimbeiK,  and  bS  the  foremost 
ranks  w«:e  levelled  by  the  shoWers  of 
darts  aitd  other  miteiles  burled  upon 
th^m  by  the  niaebines  of  the  besieged, 
fhey  were  quickly  replaced  by  their  fel^ 
lows.    •.*■-, 

"  At  length,  totally  dispirited  by  the 
carnage  oi  their  comradei^  and  beholds 
•:        -  ing 
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them»  the  Tudfts  i^rtiwteid  £:t)«i  ttie  it- 
tack. 

Jo  vMk  did  MahMBMet  t9>^mtmA  ijbe 
«0i0ftt  to  &U  4»  the  jgHHintI  .st^  itfast 
dared  iHUB  Ui€wl90^8r^in  raw  jM^^h^ 
ed  the  ^BaaguixiiHy  lexAnq^rby  fbmgkig 
his  cijGBeter  qilte  4he  hifw^  af  a^^eend  of 
his  own  troops :  the  panic  was  univer- 
sal, and  Mah^iQ^  ^9^  qiE«n»alidfid  the 
asmukinjKeeson,  bebe^  "wMb  sn£ariete 
nige,  ithe  TuiIks  petimug  liipm  tfie  fanadb 
^  Jiiiuccied  copfwkm. 

To  eomidete  ih^fdisat\der  Ahmt  ^wraH^ 
ed  tbiattgboiittheiraii]ast3f4ihewaaifai]^ 
Caativiofc  d^^ceBded  A*pm  tkfae  ^forest  tS 
X»ma»iA,  i^kh^dotliedihe.huge  Aides 
of  :tha  ^QpMtf^  0f  ikfaat  nam^  and  ibnoed 
the  entrenchments  of  the  enemy. 

Wtith  bis  seleel;  hand,«and  ihe  aid  of 
cQDOt  Sitt^]^  Aod  AliKsa^  tie  ssfnad 

terror 
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Suspecting,  fbem  4be  t^toioidiiiAry  t^ 
mult  in  a  distant  quarter  of  the  camp, 
that  tite  e^er  'yig^la&t  C|afitaiot  bsd  mude 
fm  attack/ Mftfaomet  liartetied  to  tbe 
fipot,  foitoYvisd  bjr  la  jb^ 

Rc^gareHeiM  t^  the  .nmnhees  dmt  dow^ 
MrDdtuided  im  tniei>s,  the  emmgto^ 
prince  penetrated  «till  &rtber  into  ihe 
eHmp.  The  jaauiiiry  aga  bene  Aifide 
a  stand  agfdn&t  tiae  £lpk»t  ehk/^  ^iml 
another  body  of  Turks  instantly  cut  off 

hm  retreat 

.  ■  .  .  «" 

Wkeii  ftod  la*e»<)aafa:i0t  percd^ved  ibe 
4ilemma  into  wbidi  l»8  temmisy  had 
hurried  him;  but  his  wdnted  leew^ge 
and  firmness  did  not  desert  him.  With 
eaid^  <)elerity  he  formed  ti^  suaall  b^nd 
ilalat  fou^  rby  hiaisfede  j^to  affirm  «ph9^ 
^X,  apjf^mig  ^BXi  isam&i  irotit  to  hi$ 
gB9mhmt&  an  ^eyery  side;  &i0i  pkeifitg 
liimself  at  the  Jiead  isif  las  wedgdifke 

battalion^ 
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iMittalidn,  he  attempted  to  foree  ^  J^ 
^eto  the  entrendunents.     . 
•■  *  .  • 

'  Mahomet,  |>eFceiving  the  error  into 
"which  the  impetuosity  of  Castriot  had 
hurriied  Inm,  resdlved  to,  profit  by  it,  and 
by  securing  the  life  or  the  person  of  the 
Albanian  monarch,  put  a  speedy  termina- 
tiott  to  the  war.  He  therefore  ordered 
isdditiohal  numbers  to  surround  the  spo^ 
iwfaere  the  heron  fdiimes '  marked  the 
)>re6enoe  of  the  dremled  chief.  ' 

Believing  their  captive  secure,  the 
Turks  expressed  their  joy  in  a  loud 
^oiit,  as  if  the^  campaigri  had  been  tri- 
iimph^^tly  dosed,  aiid  the  land  of  £{^^ 
*us  cojiquered. 

^  Like  a  mighty  lion  in  the  toils  of  the 
'hunters,  Castriot  stood  hemmed  in  by 
Itis  foes,  and  though  so  much  in  their 
|>dwer,  the  Turks  hesitated  to  lay  hands 
;pii  the  formidable  warrioi;  ^  :  -  ; 
«•  Mahomet 
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Mahomet  beholding  this  suspense  from 
his  lofty  charger/ promised  immense  re^ 
wards  to  him  that  would  ^ise  the  pripce. 
At  this  many  dared  the  deed,  and  as 
many  did  the  falchions  of  Castriot  and 
his  soldiers  prostrate  before  them. 

The  bold^  janizsuries  now  stood  ap« 
palled,  and  bdieved,  according  to  the 
popular  superstition,  th^t  the  prince  was 
in  the  possession  of  a  taHsman  which 
secured  him  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
imminent  dangers.  The  aga,  to  enCQU- 
lage  his  troops,  now  rudied  forwards 
and  aimed  with  his  cimeter  a  ponder(|i|S 
blow  at  the  crested  helmet  of  Castrbt 
The  prince  dexterously  warded  it  off  bflpr 
his  uplifted  pike,  which  fell -severed  by 
the  stroke,  and  witli  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  felled  his  opponent  at  a  blow. 

'  In  the  confusion  that  now  ensued,  Cas- 
triot and  his  followers  seized  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  break  through  the  armed  wall 
vol..  Ill,  B  with 
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with  wliieh  they  had  beetf  epfsuK^i/tSi^. 
With  uicre^ble  oeAmtyihe  giimA  th^ 
^te)»or  rAiopfictk  aQd;1»eiQg  jwi^ 
treo|M  of'AIexk  and  BudcHptiu  whft  weoi 
haflteikihg  to  their  av^slnm^p  hiS^^gaios 
formed  his. army  intp  a  iirm  iMsmi*. 
and  retreated,  with  inconsiderable  loss, 
to  his  cakop  in  the  mow^M;  aftbc^&Ity- 
iBg  gres^  mndiicr^lQf'ljiti^tefa^my  and; 
cau«iQg  the  litmoi^  ^^siSB^Aiffonglsimi^ 
thei  t9tstt  «craipn]^n[t)of itite  Mubomc^w. 

Great.  aS)  t9»8:  the  danger  from  whisk. 
Castriot:  hpd  escaped^  it  did  nafc;  detor 
him  foom  a  seoood  irruplioB  into  the^ 
eiiemy's  campi  A^uzath*  eKpe0t»3g  tibda 
events  htA  inatiucted  >[^0Meft:  to  hm 
Q»  his  gifard:  thatipridcctccofimaiidcd 
the  most  apiwioved  .^oUlets.  tOi  t{ialip«Bfi 
which  lay  contiguous  to  ]Mount  Tume- 
mst»thepbc^  of  Castriok'ts. retreats  These 
troops   received^  otdevs  to .  ke^i  strieti 
^V9Mh  that  on  thie^dighteBt  alarm  thi^* 

uttght 
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iiiiglk^  be  pMpflCi^  to  dttaisk  l9i<3  %i. 

'Sidsdh^Mibnaf  tlMPTutkisiiiiaHff 
wwnot  8d  8^^^ffimne4  but  CasftHot' 
gakiedf  intelli^i^c^  ctk,  a»^  ke^  iiiistaYif> 
fy  deCermined  «^>  odHMtbri^ot  the  erafly 
Mahomet)  snd  ednr^t  the^  ebeniy's^  ma- 
BcfeuTres  to  hb  o\ti»  itdvdntftge.  For 
this  purpose^  on  th&'  eriMiing  tiight, 
having  ocftnmtrtileated  bis*  design'  to^ 
Alexis,  he  left  that  general  with  a  body 
of  one  thousand  soldiers,  and,  by  a  cir- 
emt(Misid&rthrobnd'th«m6uHtaiA,  gain- 
edthe  wocdii  on  th^  side  nearest  the 
Turkish  entttkielffibeftte; 

Alej^i%  "tfjth  hii»  stmRhsst^  now  as^ 
siadled  the  ear^  wl^  tamulttiotis  shouts ; 
and  Mahomet,  sti|]^sing  the  whole  of 
Castriofs^  army  engaged  if!  the  attack, 
indtimtiy  hastened  to  that  part  where 
thie  noise  raised  by  the  Epk^ots  announ- 
ced the  scene  of  danger. 

D  2  Whilst 
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Whilst  all  the  flower  of  the  Maho- 
metan  army  was  engaged  in  a  fruitless 
pursuit  of  the  invading  party,  which 
retreated  in  security,  but  with  gr6at 
clamour,  to  the  &stnesses  of  the. moun- 
tain, the  prince  silently  emerg^  from 
his  place  of  ambush,  and  attacked  the 
Turkish  lines  in  the  opposite  quarts, 
which, ,  fearlessf  of  an  assault,  Mahomet 
had  left  unguarded,  except  by  a  few 
sentinels,  who  were  quickly  secured  by 
the  Epirots, 

Like  the  affrighted  sheep  which  the 
hungry  wolves  of  Caucasus  scatter  over 
the  plains  of  Circassia,  the  alarmed  Turks 
whom  the  Epirots  encountered,  fled 
through  the  avenues  of  the  camp  to- 
wards the  imperial  tent  in  the  utmost 
dread.  The  aged  sultan,  whose  health 
this  vexatious  and  harassing  campaign 
had  greatly  affected,  had  been  redioii^ 
on  his  couch,  expecting  the  triumphant 
return  of  Mahomet,  when  one  of  his 

guards 
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guarcb  rushed  into  the  interior  aparti- 
ment  of  the  pavilion,  and  exclaimed 
that  the  Epirot  chief  had  forced  the 
southern  entrenchn^nts,  and,  vanquish- 
ing all  opposition,  was  approaching  the 
sacred  tent  of  the  sultan. 

Amurath,  starting  from  his  couch,  and 
seizing  a  dmeter,  hastened  to  the  en« 
trance  of  the  pavilion.  The  blaze  which 
was  reflected  from  the  semicircle  of  lamps 
before  the  tent  displayed  to  the  enraged 
monarch  the  discomfiture  of  his  troops. 
He.  raised  his  v<nce  to  the  soldiers--that 
vc»ce  which  had  so  frequently  been  to 
them  the  signal  of  victory,  and  which 
yet  possessed  the  power  of  calling  them 
to  their  duty.  The  presence  of  their 
i^Qkouarch  reassured  the  soldiers;  they 
quickly  rallied  round  the  person  of  their 
sultan,  and  the  fortune  of  Castriot  was 
at  a  stand. 

Warned  by  the  late  peril,  from  which 
D  3  his 
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^tiflSed  ;wt>th  tbe  succMm  ^f  liis  ei^vpdse^ 
^he  prioee  retired  tdtiieacnmtaki,  laden 

«ftnd»  exuttingini  ^tfae  proqpmty  that  at- 
tended his  patriotic  ondeayatm^  lie,  i& 
the  face  of  his  whole  camp,  offered  his 
:6^ve»t  l^^oki^ivjin^  to  t^t  protecting 
Po\wr  whose  jwldier  iue  jbow  shioerdjr 
4]tc<^gs6tedJui»salf. 

The. sun  hod  heg^n  to  ;gild  ttie  lofty 
.aumoaito  of  Twnenbtjai^  the  pkmadfis 
19^  Cxci^'B  y^erable  oiithcdiBl»  fa^ue 
<torder  W9S  mistowd  to  the  perhubedfiamp 
.iof  the  aultw«  It  was  ittien  that  Hkb 
Turkish  dbieftaffls  first  asoertuBni  ithe 
.extent  of  the  loi^  the)^  had  suatainad  hf 
ihe  svdden  imi|]tian  of  the  Epunta. 
Comptetedeaolftitoik  neigned  id  thesoutl^ 
mm  i|uarter  of  tbe  oonoi),  nrhioh  had  been 
wholly  exposed  to  the  ravages  jof  the 
Eplrots. 

The' 
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T!ie  primes  df  tlt^OUdyiiins  Tieifel, 
in  this  scene  of  carnage^  th^  aplMfibi^ 
tokens  of  an  enemy's  prowess,  whom 
not  tfsAy  Mibomet»  'bot  Amarath  him- 
self, 8t  first  in  ceality,  and  since  in  sem- 
blance, had  despised.  -  ¥faoiisaiiAs  offals 
troops  kydead  ofr  the  field,  and  the 
tents  were  -filled  with  'the  wodnded. 
Even  the  sacred  precincts  of  his  own  pa- 
vilion, the  seatof  tMQ  imperial  successor 
iof  Otfaidan,  had  been  sdarwly  preserved 
it)\^kite  Inoi  ihe  attaeks  of  k  xebellious 
-chitftain.        ' 

Unbounded  rage  took  possession  o(^ 
the  sultan's  tvea^t,  aiM  in  the  bitterness 
of  hijs  soul  lie  dashed  the  royal  turban 
from  im  head,  and  tore  his  hoary  lodcsv 
— .^  Am  I  thiis  bearded  in  my  tent  ?*•  ex- 
claimed the  monarch ;  ^*  is  the  glory  witli 
which  My  days  have  been  brightehed 
thus  brought  to.  shaitie  in  my  age,  by 
the  rebeltioi^  of  a  boy  ?  Surely  he  m  ift 
league  with  the  rebel  genii,  who  assist 
D  4  hi*^ 
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bis  dengns  against  the  foBxm^rs  of  Ma- 
Jbometr 

In  the  despondency  that  weighed 
dowB  his  spirits,  the  sultan  cursed  the 
hour  that  he  was  induoed  to  leave  his 
xetivemeDt  at  Magnesia,  again  to  assume 
the  duties  and  cares  of  royalty. 

The  beams  of  the  sun  now  dispelled 
the  mist  that  before  had  overshadowed 
the  mountain's  skde,  and  ctiscovered  to 
the  view  the  triumphant  anay  of  Cas- 
triot,  drawn  up  in  an  open  space  on  the 
declivity  fronting  the  Turkish  camp. 
No  sooner  did  the  well-known  standard 
and  glittering  weapons  of  their  prince 
emerge  from  the  misty  veil,  than  they 
were  hailed  by  a  shout  from  their  coun- 
trymen, the  brave  defenders  <^  Croia. 
It  was  re-echoed  by  Castriot's  troops 
across  the  narrow  valley  that  divided  the 
woods  of  Tumenistfrom  the  dty. 

^  The 


d  by  Google 


ISKANDER4  57 

The  Turkish  ehids  v^re  fitted  with 
indignation  to  be  ^jfs  braved,  and  Fir- 
zah-beg»  beholding  the  fierce  despair  of 
the  sultan,  prostrated  himself  at  the  suU 
ten's  feet,  and  solidted  permission  to  lead 
,a  detachinent  against  the  insolent  ener 
my,  promising  to  bring  the  audadoug 
rebel's  head,  or  never  more  approach  the 
presence  of  his  lord. 

Reluctant  permission  was  at  laigth 
granted  by  the  sultan,  and  Firaeah  issued 
fimn  the  camp  at  the  bead  of  tm  thou* 
sand  men. 

Eageily  they  marched  towards  the 
Mountain,  cm  which  the  army  of  Castriot 
still  remained  stationary.  On  their  near- 
er ap|»x}acli,  that  skilful  general  moved 
towards  the  fastnesses  of  the  mountain, 
with  all  the  appearance  of  confusicm  and 
terror.  This  gave  new  courage  to  the 
Turk^  who  now  pressed  forward  as  to* 
certain  victory.  -  Their  impetuosity  was 
D  5  restrained^ 
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restrained  b^,  Flmti,  whrnn  ^xp^eftice 
had  taught  isMtlon  Iti  eontcMdhig  wiHi 
tfie  "pmiee  bf  Spkus ;  Ike  theml<»«  isstied 
orders  for  liie  troops  to  keep  their  rai^, 
CRnd  to  proceed  ^th  the  utmost  eireutsh 
i^peetiof).  Thiis,  m  elose  array,  they, 
fnsrehed  akmg  the  s(de  of  the  mountaifi, 
till  they  entered  a  taHey,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  which,  on  a  reeky  dedi^ity,  the 
forces  of  Castriot  appeared  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle. 

•  When  1?he  TuAt  appr^ad^ied  wHIifii 
a  short  distance  from  his  front,  Castriot 
retreated  higher  up  the  hill,  where  the 
grouud  heettuie  more  hroken  and  rugged. 
B^ah-beg  perceived  the  iutoMioii  of 
his  wary  foe,  and  hei^tated  (i»  proceed; 
but  his  BuperiMty  m  uurabers,  aod  the 
reeellection  of  hi«  premise  to  the  nultmr^ 
determined  him  to  p«ess  forward. 

In  ascending  I3ie  hill,  it  was  iispM> 
tShle  fi>r  the  troops  to  preaerver  their 

rank*. 
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malis,  taiA  tbe^jr  qukkiy  became  dispersed - 
among  thenvines.  Sb  sooner  did  the 
prince  from  his  lofty  station  pereeive 
"the  adivantflge  he  how  pcissessed/ than 
hegaii^M  tile  expected  signal  to  faiiMnei^ 
hy  WBymg  hi$  beRm-plamed  helmet  ih^ 
the  iit,  Old  like  the  high-searittg  eagle,, 
that  watches  its  quarry  from  some  lofty 
oKfi^  be  darted  upon  hda^^i^. 

Aftfer  ispwading   dfeafcfa  mad  tenor, 
tiirough  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  ene-- 
my,    he  marked  the  spot  where  the 
4rtreaming  hmsetaiis  mmouboed  the  si- 
tuatkmbf  Firzah-beg..   Thither  he  di- 
mstadfais  rapid  steps^  aiid^&ted  was. 
the  wretdi  who  dared  oppose  his  dvead- 
>ed  progress.    The  pioiaise  of  ^e  Tiirk- 
ii^  chief  to  bis  miiatster  was  soon  fulfilled 
<*^ifae  warlike  citneter  of  Ffrrah  fell- 
fioweilesa  befere  the  iiiTindble  sabre  df* 
Caistriot,  and^a  shwt  but  fieioeoooibat,. 
in  which  the  prirtcfe  received'  a  aewK  * 
B.G*  fleshi 
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fhsah^  wounds   was  terminated  foy  the 
death  of.  the  Turkish  generalv 

AlexiSf  who>  with  his  sword  reekiDg 
in  gpre,  had  joined  his  friend  as  Firzah 
&11»  seized  the  standard  of  the  prostrate 
chief,  and  dispkyed  it  in  the.  saght  of 
both  wmies.  This  signal  of  llieir  leader's 
death  was.  soon  succeeded  by  the  ffight 
of  his  troops,  whom  the  triumphant 
Epirots  diased  till  within  sight  of  the 
Turkish  eamp. 

This  fresh  diqi|;race  completely  OTer* 
powered  the  faculties  of  the  aged  and  de- 
bilitated aultan*.  His  languor  terminated 
in  a  severe  fit  of  sickness;  and  being 
nubble  to  leave  his  tent,  the  command 
^f  Ihe  army  devolved  upon  Mahomet 
^at  prince^  burning  with  rage  against 
Castriot,  determined  inst«itly  to  adopt 
more  vigorous  measures  than  the  sultan 
woidd  ever  consent  to  pursue.  Such  in- 
deed 
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deed  waa  Amuratli's  dread;  of  Cas(riot, 
that  be  resoWed  to  mavch  from  the  hated 
confines  of  £piru8  witli  the  first  hour  of 
returniDg  health. 

These  timid  purposes  of  age  ill  suited 
the  impetuosity  of  Mahomet  He  com-, 
manded  five  thousand  sdect  troops  to 
be  ready  to  make  an  assault  upon  Croia 
doling  the  darkness  of  the  night ;  and, 
to.  guard  the  camp  from  Uie  possibility 
of  a  surprise,  the  rest  of  the  troops  were 
^ered  to  remain  under  arms  during  th^ 
whole  night 

Bttt.at  this  time  Mahomet  had  no 
naaon^^  dread  the  attacks  of  his  vigilant 
Ibe.  The  prince  retired  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  devoted  the  night  to  repose, 
and  to  the  care  of  his  own  wounds,  as 
well  as  of  those  of  his  biave  and  faithfiil 
flddiers. 

The  couch  of  Castriot  'was  not  visited 

by 
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«by  €he  ^lamban  of  pMR.   BaikTi^uiiB 
tttted  aioond  bis  f^our,  tnd  fa^md  fia»- 
tams  filled  las  tnaUedtCMiL  Tbefonp 
of  his  loved  Zemyra  Msete  l|is»ii^ 
nation,  arrayed  in  all  her  resplendent 
Imttties.    He  swrntd  tD  tibmA  witli  her 
hiSote  die  altar,  where  a  vaMciMe  pikst 
<Moijr»«dl  their  pliglMed  tomt  of  aiii«fr- 
•bfed  tonstanef .    Just  m  lite  soleam  w- 
.Kmotikd  was  comfk^t&iy  the  gwond. 
between  theaoi  was  cloven  bf  it'poiide*- 
OdS  salM^,  grasped  bf  a  gigantic  hmiA;, 
%  hi^em  duuRA  aff^Miod,  ^snd  he  lie- 
held  on  its  dreadful  brink  the  agOMsiid' 
form  of  his  beauteous  bride,^  stretching 
Awards  him  her  in{dDruig  bkaids.  ^  In. 
the  oeKt  momeottbeatoketdortal'haad 
-wee  stfistcbed  &mtt  the  hQriid  fissose, 
jind  seiiihig  the  ^p^kktA  Zemytm,  drag- 
fed  fatt  iinrto  the  firfghtfoi  aby6&    Fhite- 
tinted  with,  hohw^   Gmtaaat  im^iteanf 
attempted  to  plunge  into  theieinlaa, 
when  the  earth  closed  with  a  tremendous 

;.   v :  '  .i-ii:-.;-    rj 

Tenor- 
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Terror-struck,  he  started  from  the 
couch,  and  looking  wildly  around,  he 
could  scarcely  be  convinced  that  he  had 
laboured  under  the  influence  of  a  fright- 
ful vision.  The  well-known  objects,  now 
rendered  vifetUe  by  the  firtt  beams  of 
dawn,  at  length  assured  him  of  the  illu* 
sion;  but  the  gloomy  remembrance  of  a 
dream  so  dreadful  iMill  remained  im- 
pressed u|»on  his  memory. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

«  Oaly  make  haste,  my  lords !  In  all  tbingt  elw    ^ 
YoQ  are  instructed.    You  may  draw  your-^wonb  .. 
For  sbewy  if  you  think  good;  hut,  on  my  life! 
You  will  find  no  resistance/- 

The  vengeful  duke  of  Albania  received 
with  delight  dispatches  from  the  prince, 
which  commanded  him  to  march  to 
Croia,  with  Perlati  and  the  Dibrans,  as 
a  reinforcement  to  the  garrison,  whom 
the  assaults  of  Amurath  had  reduced. 
The  brave  Perlati  also  rejoic^  that  he 
was  again  called  into  active  duty,  as  his 
noble  soul  burned  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  wiping  off  the  stigma  of  the 
transaction  at  Sfetigrade.    How  differ- 

,  ent 
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ent  were  htf  feelings  from  those  of  Mo- 
tieses/  who  entered  the  gates  of  Croia  in 
the  liope  of  there  compassing  his  counr 
try's  ruin! 

Castriot  had  placed  him  there  that  he 
might  be  under  the  watchful  eye  of  lira- 
contes ;  for  though  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
extend  of  the  duke's  treachery,  he  regard- 
ed the  surrender  of  Sfetigrade  with  a  sus- 
pidoufl^eye.  But  what  mortal  wisdom  can 
guard  agfflinst  the  dark  dnigitf  of  secret 
enmity  ?  Moneses  each  night  maintain- 
ed a  secret  correspondenpe  with  Maho* 
met,  and  had  promised  that  prince  to 
withdraw  the  main  guard  from  the  wall 
on  any  night  he  might  .appoint,  which 
was  to  be  determined  by  the  appearance 
of  a  red  flag  on  the  imperial  tent  at 
fiuni^t,  in  the  place  of  the  green  stan- 
dard whieh  always  waved  over  the  pavi- 
lion of  Othman's  successor. 

l*he  sun  sunk  behind  the  lofty  ridges 

of 
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^  IkinieMdt,  and  the  linsiis  thi^tigh 
aSl  ikfae^etotenfled  cttnpiyf  d)e)SuHaii  foo- 
^dninied  Utt  horn  af  ereniiig  devoti<m. 
Moneses,  from  the  walls  of  the  4atf  be- 
holding the  crimson  standard,  recognized 
'the  sigad,  «d  {>wpiireil  to  ftt^  his 
fnit  tif  the  eontMet.  Eor  thi^  pui:po^ 
ive  flenaRmded  a  hasty  niuiKenoe  of  tin- 
-castas,  "itid  in&mied  kim  tliat  he  had 
jatt  itteivsd  oertMti  intdiigeiiGe  of  ati 
iintmded  «1ltacdt  to  %e  lA&de  by  ite  ism* 

any on«hii  mraitefn  dit»k)fi  ^Hie  KSpf. 

.  •    •  •       *^ 

IbtjUy-  inmMpictoM  nf  tre^heiy, 
4fae  gonreimr  trtrithdMrar  ^  |»4ndpdl 
i{nvt  of  liie  loUierft  imm  the  eastern 
irafl^  where  die  ^Imfitcbiiitd  been  ifoitned, 
leafing  %  BOitAl  Yiuttibei*  as  ^e^tinefo  tib 
^le  the  akfrm-  in  oase  of  dang».  fie 
^ifeo^restmied  his  ariiKjIiir  aAd  iv^eapMt, 
And  leaving  hk  ^vite,  whieh  wa^  ad- 
joining the  eastern  gate^  repaired  to  keep 
watch  in  person  at  the  expected  point 
^  attaek.  Thither  aliso  Hion^ws  ^pair- 
ed. 
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ted,  tmt  4|Difildy  &mA  an  apfotiubk^  to 
dietiK  to  tfae.cppoffite  ^iMctioE* 

The  night  'vm  dturk  ib  tre^Mflieryteoi^ 
iSmwe,  i«d  the  Turks  silently  disabed 
j^rhiU  towwrdfi  tbe  bretcb^  fed-bgr  tfai^ 
bashaw  Mwtopha.  Behind  n  pr<^(i(Hig 
bastion  a  ladder  was  planted,  by  which 
ihe  .w|dl  WW  quickly  aeakd  h^  Masta- 
^hik  «ad  the  hfittlemeiits€vowded  by  bis 
j&Uowimi.  The  amtinelSf  t^kw  l^  •or- 
;piaMv  we»  jKxm  i)¥^rpow«reA»  while  » 
t^N^  ihat  eaoi^^  haatmed  in  ofiHght  -to 
4be  (governor.  The  ^roftt  gate  wtts  niMir 
i^poied  by  the  patidious  dok^t  HBsiatod 
9Bif  Piesovi^  «iid  MftfaoGoet  im  person  neh- 
«0d  wto  tbe  dty.  wM  the  mKilimkr«of 
Iw  ^tnoopB. 

Horaig  tfaiit  gained  unxnokfited  «q^ 
jtMDw»  .the  ftitenoe  thaJt  faad  been  ob- 
jM^ed.by  tine  flssnlants  was  broken  b^' 
Aie  crie^fyf  alarm  fbom  the  dty,  where 
ibe  dwddl  udtelHge^^ffie  waa  ^uickiir 

spread. 
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spread,  and  the  inhabitants  rushing  from 
thdr  houses,  attempted  to  repulse  the 
invaders.  The  governor,  apprised  of  the 
events  ordered  the  alarm-bell  to  be  toll- 
ed, and  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms,  while 
he  hastened  with  the  troops  who  were 
with  him  towards  the  breach. 

As  he  entered  the  grand  square  in 
froRt  of  the  eastern  gate,  he  found  it 
thronged  with  Turkish  soldiers.  At 
the  sound  of  the  alarm-bell,  the  garrison 
troops  and  dtizens  hurried  from  every 
quarter*  Uraoontes  lost  no  time  in  ex- 
planation, but  pointing  to  the  Turks, 
whom  the  glaring  of  torches  displayed 
engaged  in  the  work  of  devastation,  he 
exhorted  them  to  consider  that  the  eyes 
<rf  the  prince  and  of  all  Epirus  were 
upon  them,  and  to  acquit  themselves 
as  true  patriots.  He  then  commanded 
Fietro  Perlati  to  advance  with  the 
Dibrans  through  a  back  avenue^  and 
flank  the  Turks^  on  whom  he  instantly 

comm^ioed 


d  by  Google 


I8XANDSS.  89 

commenoed    a    determined  attack    in 
front  • 

.  Whilst  confusion  and  dismay  prevailed 
on  all  sides,  Moneses  haying  announced 
himself  to  Mahomet,  thus  addressed  him 
— **  Castriot  is  thine  open  enemy,  my 
lord ;  he  is  also  my  bitterest  though  se- 
cret foe.  Say,  wouldst  thou  have  Bxnple 
vengeance  upon  him,  and  bring  the 
rebel  to  thy  feet,  an  abject  suppliant  for 
mercy?" 

'*  Chief,"  replied  the  prince,  quickly, 
**  thou  knowest  it  is  the  inost  ardent  wish 
ef  my  soul!  Else  dost  thou  think  that 
the  united  hosts  of  the  Ottoman  empire 
would  be  employed  to  crush  this  rep- 
tile ?  Hath  he  not  defied  and  repulsed 
bashaw  after  bashaw  ?  and  doth  he  not 
now  brave  our  armies,  and  dare  to  attack 
the  camp  of  the  mighty  Amurath  in 
person?  Doth  he  not  all  this? — and 
thinkest  thou  that  the  soul  of  Mahomet 
panteth  not  for  vengeance,  as  the  weary 

camel 
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Mmei  tfcifsteth  tot  tlie\v«terbroott»iff 
the  sandy  deserts  of  Arabia?'* 

•'  Then  follow  me, » great  prince,"  an- 
9i«^eved  Mt)neseB-~^  follow  me,  to  re- 
^fenge^  huige  oaf  thjr  soe)  can  d^im  t9 
kmp  on  Gastriot"' 

Mfthomet  followed  tlie  hasty  steps^  o^ 
th«  dttke  to  the  goverMyfsr  palaee^  bat 
w  herspnng*  timrardei  the  Testibole^  ttier 
prince^  snspdckHis  of^  treafehery^  hesi- 
tated to  foHow. 


MoneseSr  dhrinmg  kk  deubts^ 
^  We^jsAnU^netd  tiaie^  as^sfariee  of n  your 

Ata  dgnal  from  their  lord,  fifty  jao^ii 
aaiied  InstMhtly  attended  them,  thittf 
of  whoift  HHKiaiiied  at  the  outer  gate  of 
the  pakace^  while  twenty  foildWed  the 
st^s-ef  the  prinoe«in«l  Mbneses; 

'  The  affi'ij^ted  doiaesties  flbd  towards 

«  the 
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tim  interior  s^tmimt^*.  ^mkeA  iSai^mm 
^.  pabo^?Qcmirt  in  pitew^siMi  of.  tii9 
fifiim  etmnjyv  and;  endo^vKmr^i  toipx9>4 
teet  thfik:  nibtresa  mdc2kias^n.  fioarn  tfaft 
iiisiilta  of  tibe.  bmta)  inTiid^is;*  . 

Moiif«»G0n4«iieledth9:prin 
a  saqaUt  postara  to:  a:  Kianww;  stnaocusiv 
iiUch  having  ameMkdj  they  entenediwi 
estttaiahna  galkvjw.  At'  tber  »A  ofitiuft 
th^  iHQgre  slcfipel  by  a  daw.  whkb  ab 
the  Qoq^msnd:  o£  M OBfats*  tjy^  soUbM 
fQreed  open^  wlte  exdhlinwi-r^f^  Kqw^ 
my  princiei  entec;:  and^take  poi8^S8ionK.*oi 
the  tifMurn  ^.Oistnot'! 

MahQHie<rfQU6we&;  bnt/ndui  tvaa^hisr  ^ 
artoq^hinfittt  Triiect  lMfoiiiijA.U«xe|;elf;m 
aBiapeirt^meiijfc^in^tvlc^^  Ha  appendages 
ahfiwed.that  iihadbbeen  Uixif  loetrnjasA 
b^  samfir  4uiii6giia5bed  ^maLe^  aUhong^ 
naw  dcsertcidiby /itii  tenauKt ! 

'  Mifxiem^,  iogii Ending  the  apaxtflneniir 

unoccupied. 
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unoccupied,  st^od  for  a  motnmt  in  sur- 
priie^  when  Mahomet  fiercely  turning 
upon  him,  cried — ''  Traitor !  hast  thou 
dared  to  mock  me  ?  Whence  is  the  ven- 
geance on  the  rebel  that  thou  boastedst 
of? — ^where  the  promised  treasures?  Are 
they  to  be  found  among  the  octicubines 
of  Castriot,  or  concealed  in  the  ^apart- 
ments  of  their  attendants?  Is  it  for 
this  I  have  left  my  station  at  the  head 
of  the  armies  of  Ottoman?  Quickly 
dedare  thine  intent  in  bringing  me  to 
this  place,  or  thy  head  shall  instantly 
pay  the  fi>rfeit  of  thy  treachery !" 

**  It  was  not  to  mock  the  mighty  Ma* 
hornet  that  I  conducted  him  hither,"  re- 
^  plied  Moneses ;  '^  nor  did  I  err  in  saying 
this  apartment  contained  the  highest 
valued  treasures  of  Castriot's  kingdom. 
It  is  the  accustomed  retreat  of  Castrio^s 
future  bride.  Know,  my  lord,  that  the 
&ir  Zemyra  once  in  your  power,  you 
will  more  ccmipletely  conquer  the  rebel 
prince  than  if  every  corner  of  f^inis 

was 
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•was  addal  to  your  eiapwe^  mi.  ^ery 
<£m1;  iAd  ckjr  gacriwoed  by  the  jaaamies 
ofthesultafi." 

;Aiheiift?"  exdbimed  MdbwMt 

<'  The  tfame,  mjr  ImiL— the  faebsolhed 
spouse  of  CatfaMt.'* 

""  Prophet,  I  thank  theeT  cried  Ma* 
biH»0t,  in  laplttie :  ^tisMft  i*  sodaed^ample 
vengeaiiee,  at  4Mie  a^ke  to  bwabie  the 
last  ef  Dutfms*8  fNMid  raae^  and  kring 
this  i^ieflumptiites  AUwimMt  to^fi^r  feabf 

Maneseft  disappeared  tfaimi|^  A-citt^^ 
tained  alcove,  and  while  Mahomet  stood 
in  doubt  whether  to  follow  him  or  not, 
he  returned,  bearing  in  his  arms  the  ap- 
parently-lifeless form  of  Zemyra. 

As  Mahomet  stood  gazing  on  his  beau- 
teous prize,  Moneses  said — **  We  hare 
no  further  business  here.  The  state  in 
which  my  fair  burth^i  lies  is  favourable 
to  our  purpose.    With  your  permission 

voi..ni.  E.  I  will 
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I  wifl  see  her  safely  conveyed  to  your 
^avUion.  Yoiir  presence  is  doidbtless 
now  required  by  your  troops.** 

**  Be  it  so,"  answered  Mahomet;  **  I 
will  be  guided  by  thy  counsel ;  and  think 
no  boon  too  large  to  ask  as  a  recompence 
for  the  services  of  this  nighf 

The  unconscious  Zemyra,  -Who  lay  in 
a  profound  sleep,  was  now  borne  away 
by  two  <rf  the  soldiets ;  and  while  Mo- 
neses,  with  hi&  lovely  charge,  hastened 
to  the  Turkish  camp,  Mahomet  hastened 
to  join  his  tixx>p$  in  the  grand  square. 


CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


«  Confusion  F  all  is  on  the  rout? 
All's  kwt— ^aU  ruin'd  by  surprise  asd  treachery  | 
Wbeie,  where  is  she  r^       -        ^ 

H£ATiL7  and  mournfully  passed  the 
days  of  Zemyra  in  the  absence  of  her 
hero.  Fears  for  his  Ufe,  and  apprehen- 
sions for  her  own  safety^  frequently  agi- 
tated her  breast;  and  in  heartfelt  dis- 
may, she  beheld  the  unnumbered  tents 
of  the  Turks  whitening  the  whole  vici- 
Xiitjy^  of  Croia. 

Notwithstanding  the  accounts  of  the 

prince's  heroic  exploiti?  which  were  daily 

brought  to  the  city,  her.gloomy  thoughts 

E  a  would 
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would  scarcely  allow  her  to  exult  in  his 
success.  The  whole  city  was  in  alarm, 
and  the  little  society  she  might  have 
otherwise  enjoyed  was  now  become  bur- 
th^isome  to  her. 

In  the  gardcBS  of  the  govemoi^s  pa- 
lace she  indulged  her  paisive  melan- 
choly, jor  iqpent  ts^ueoesnve  hours  in  the 
turret  thftt  wmmmMi  a  pnspeet  c^f  the 
valley  below  the  walls.  Heaee  she  eeuld 
discover  the  tents  of  the  Epirots,  and 
^Pfcy  iha$  sb^  wM  difittngutih  ilie 
np|>le  fi|pv(e  npd  lyqes^  fiwiit  .^  to 
lo;ya?a  amidjst  the  wmnofis  that  were  0C- 
casipnaUy  aem  o^  th^  aideof  tiie  maim-, 
tftin. 

Ip  seasenA  of  JoodSy  mA  mntal  db- 
tress,  when  the  remedy  ia  he^end  the 
utmost  stretch  of  human  skill,  the  mind 
of  the  HKK^t  hardened  and  dissolute  is  iift- 
times  driven  to  supphcate  the  aid  oS  that 
supexior  Power,  whose  lawfl^  in  the  time 

of 
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othesMi  rniA  sec0^}t)r,  fael^aii  hein  ac 
cuslooisd  to  fMm^  npm  tshA  ^ie^p^: 
But  tbdHgK  Zemyn  hiA  becfli  ednes^ 
unfbin  &e  pvetinetd  of  a  cdiM^  ddrd^- 
shy  hiid  mfttui^  th^  gehn  of  pi«ty  && 
her  bd90m»  eM  it  wcto  nOW  ha^^fii^  fe^ 
har;  her  oridohs,  liherefc^,  fhodgh  tiot 
more  sincere,  were  more  frei^eftt  and 
fervent  in  this  season  of  new  trial  and 
perple^ty:  her  lieart  Was  lifted  tip  to 
the  pMte^ting  l^reiridenee  whi&  had 
beei^  h^  e«ttsfant  guaidkfn  in  tlines  cf 
the  tttiStosC  per9;  littd  thoiigh  reE^dvl 
bode  hei^  pkiee  IliM  rdia»te  eft  his  th^^ 
y^  tli^  Wedthete  of  handfsmt  Aature  aittsed 
hef  ta  trewMe  Whea  she  reflect^  o*^  her 
present  perilous  situation.  She  shudder- 
ed at  tiie  ^mght  ef  wbelt  her  fate  might 
be,  if  th«  (%  stktatd  f^  hito  thd  hafi^' 
of  the  Ttn^ks.  Death  nouii  be  aii  ai^ 
teHftaiire  fhr  pi-efi^&bte  to  beedming  sub- 
ject to  the  p6\tet  of  Ma*emet,  her  fbfr- 
ifier  p^t^ectrtoi*,  alwl  Are  re^g^fcrl  fod  df 

E  3  Had 


d  by  Google 


78  nSKAKBER. 

Had  not  the  innate  feelings  of  deli- 
cacy that  reigned  in  her  pure  breast  fi)r- 
bidden  the  step,  she  would  joyfully  have 
exchanged  the  splendid  palace  of  Ura- 
contes  for  an  unsheltered  tent,  amidst 
the  wilds  and  mountains,  where  she 
might  share  the  dangers  and  privations 
of  her  lover. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  doke  of  Alba- 
nia in  the  metropolis,  he  had  been  an 
oq^asional  visitor  at  the  palace  of  Um- 
qontes;  for  ^Itt^ough  that  general^  in 
cc»xmion  with  the  test  of  tlie  nobility, 
dislij^ed  Moneses,  be  did  not  wish  to 
evinqe  that  dislike  at  the  present  crisis. 

None  could  veil  the  blackest  designs 
tinder  a  smiling  exterior  with  more  &- 
cility  than  Moneses;  and  whilst  he  re- 
sorted to  the  governor's  palace  for  the 
purpose  of  maturing  a  plot  he  had  form- 
ed, against  the  unsuspicious  Zemyra,  she 
considered  him  the  earliest  friend  of  ber. 

Castriot, 
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Cogtriot,  and  oommunicated  to  him, 
without  reserve,  the  apprehensions  that 
fyied  her  breast  for  the  safety  of  her 
lover,  and  the  issue  of  the  war. 

The  duke's  replies  to  her  agitated  in- 
quiries were  full  of  consolation;  and 
JZemyra  derived  hope  from  the  soothing 
assurance  which  he  took  every  opportu-^ 
nity  to  infuse  into  her  mind. 

The  su^icions  which  Castriot  had  en- 
tertained of  the  fidelity  of  his  general 
had  never  been  imparted  to  Zemyra. 
The  noble-minded  prince  was  unwilling 
to  criminate  his  conduct,  even  to  his 
dearest  connexions,  tiU  he  liad  received 
proof  of  what  he  had  only  suspected. 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of   Sfeti- 
grade,  Zemyra  stjU  thought  him  pos- 
sessed (^  the  prince's  confidence,  and 
ranking  high  as  before  in  his  esteeni. 
e4  .It 
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It  was  thv»^f9e9enee  heesabe  taooept- 
ahle  af  tA  times  to  Zemym,  and  tbw 
slie  nnwiVSx\^Y  fvan^eA  Mm  wkh  the 
means  of  ber  porpooed  destnictioii. 

fi^  tdB  piefdng  seratiny,  be  qaiekly 
dS^cbreted  an  aecompliee  to  his  dark 
de^^  m  the  female  irho  vras  Zemyra's 
iramedk^  atteBdmt  Through  the 
agency  of  Peaeri,  he,  fay  a  bi^  hribe, 
induced  her  to  engage  to  forward  his  de- 
signs upon  h»  mistress,  wbtoerer  he 
should  need  ber  assistance. 

That  period  was  not  far  distmit.  On 
the  riigbt  of  the  ocmcerted  assault,  by 
the  dnreetion  of  hei^  employer  the  pevfi- 
dious  attendant  mingled  an  ofisAe  in  the 
viands  that  formed  the  evening  repast 
of  Zemyra.  After  lisiving  perfinmoed 
her  devotions  in  the  tun*et,  which  was 
now  her  accustomed  wat6ry,  she  linger- 
ed at  the  latticed  window,  viewing  the- 
^  *  setting 
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setting  stm,  If&di  w^  r^dly  decEtniu^ 
behind  tfae  etnpili^ed  ii(aihteito  of  tu- 

WMiilt  ▼i6#ing  the  gfoties  of  tlie  i^ 
diafit  oth,  ik(M  sipp^sxixifg  Hke  it  vast 
iArcie  of  glowing  &Lxhe,  emblazoning 
the  whole  westeMi  hidtkoti,  i£e  Mt  tSie' 
effects  of  the  somniferous  draught,  in  an 
exceMy^  tahgMot  ihkt  ttept  over*  her 
-ytiitAe  tMiae.  Ste'  eduld  ^ciitceiy  stxp- 
pm  HtiiMdf  while  ^btl  de^cbtided  to  h«tf 
a|>aitftenC»  Wl^ere  i^e  ihast^tly  sank  oa 
a  ooucb  i^  ar  profound  itlumfaer. 

lA  mif  state  she  ^fas  fduftd%  l^o- 
iles^es,  Who,  on  not  seeh^  her  in  tfie 
outer  apartment!^  had  feteed  she  ifiighf 
have  been  alarmed  at  Ihe  noise  of  th^ 
b^isfegeft,  and  retiifed  to  that  part  of  the 
psltace  which  was  ctoto^ied  bf  the  Ikdy" 
Etrpfarasia.  It  was  therefore  wif fr  joy 
lAiat  he  disetoteroi^  hi^  innocent  victiWr; 
E  5  and 
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and  triumphing  in  the  success  of  his, 
stratagem,  he  bore  the  insensible  Ze^ 
myra  into  the  presence  of  Mahomet,  and 
« thence  to  his  pavilion  in  the  camp; 
whilst  th^t  prince,  exulting  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  unlooked-for  prize,  hailed 
it  as  an  auspicious  omen,  and  hurried  to 
complete  the  conquest  of  Croia. 

On  Mahomet's  return  to  the  grand 
square,  he  found  his  troops  had  adraiiced^ 
into  the- town  in  pursuit  of  the  garriscm 
spldierSy  who  had  retreated  tow^ds  the. 
citadel,  at  the  western  extremity. 

For  some  time  a  doubtful  conflict  had 
been  maintained  with  desperate  fury  on 
both  sides.  The  whole  garrison  rallied 
round  the  position  of  the  brave  gover- 
nor, and  formed  an  impregnable  defence 
against  the  assaults  of  the  Turks;  and 
the  terrified  inhabitants,  roused  fironx 
their  sleep,  attacked  the  assailants  with . 

missilea 
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missiles  of  every  description  that  their 
haste  supplied,  from  the  roofs  and  win* 
dows  of  their  houses. 

.  Whilst  the  balance  of  victory  seemed 
equally  poised^  the  Kpirots  being  unable 
to  repel  the  Xurks,  and  they  vainly 
striving  to  penetrate  further  into  the. 
town,  on  a  sudden  the  garrison  soldiers, 
as  if  seized  with  a  general  panic,  fled  in* 
precipitation  towards  the  citadel. 

The  Turks,  now  confident  of  victory, 
pressed  eagerly  on  with  joyful  shouts; 
while  the  piercing  lamentations  of  thjB: 
citizens,  who  now  deemed  the  dty  lost^ 
were  loud  and  universal. , 

The  pursuers  chased  theic  flying  foe? 
without  impediment  until  they  came  to. 
the  western  square,  where  the  darkenec^ 
houses  gave  evident  tokens  of  their  be- 
ing deserted  by  the  affirighted  inhabi- 
tants. 

e6  '         The 
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Hie  torches  of  the  tfying  Epirotsr  M 
Icmgef  gaided  the  ptiTSuers— >they  had 
disappeared  through  the  street  which 
was  terminated  by  the  western  ^te. 
iTie  entrance  of  this  stteet  the  fipu'ots 
had  has^y  though  ftmiy  harricadoed 
after  them;  and  whtfe  the  fot^most 
ranks  were  employed  in  dettolishhig  the 
harrier,  nearly  the  IvhoTe  bddy  of  the 
hesiegertf  were  coffected  iA  the  tqnOr^, 
cixecratitig  the  fmpecKmenf  that  oft^ 
structed  their  progress. 

Mttitapha^  who  commafi^ed  tifider 
Ae  prince,  i^eeing  ftie  sotdiets,  pressecf 
fbrwardtf  to  accelerate  the  detnolitrou  oi 
the  obstacles  whidi  the  EpirbtS  ha^ 
placed  in  their  way*  Suddenly  he  felt 
tf  coneussron  of  the  ground  beneath  his 
fbet,  and  a  soundf  like  the  growCng  o^ 
Ihe  distant  thunder  wa^r  heard. 

Ah  awfWf  pause  IbllWed;  the  iv«f- 
pons  dropped  from  the  hands  of  the  least 
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firm  of  the  Solcfierr,  while  the  others  be- 
todk  themsehresr  to  flight,  withoat 
scarcely^  knowing  tlte  tbtrg^r  from  which 
they  fled.  In  sl  momeirt  theit  retreat 
WaK  presented  by  aft  awflil  and  tremen- 
dons  explosion:  the  whole  square  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  chaotic  ruin ;  the  houses 
on  eilher  sicfer  wisre  shaken  from  their 
fbundatrons,  and  the  sitrfkce  of  the  squard 
was  Gcrrered  with  the  &aA  and  dying. 

The  best  soldiers  of  the  Turkish  army 
t^dre  thus  cot  off  at  one  dreadful  bittw ; 
oaA  sMne  of  th^  bravest  ehieftainis, 
Miong  whom  was*  the"  bas^arw  Muslim' 
phdi  were  ininoJvcd  in  ^e  general  de- 
(MTiiction. 

Whcfn  tTracwrtes  percefred  that  thd 
Ttxrks  had  established  l^emsehr^s  be- 
yond his  utmost  efforts  to  dislodge  fhem 
by  direct  force,  he  devised  this  deadly 
stratagem  to  sweep  dflP  the  besiegers  at 
a  stroke. 

One 
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One  side  of  the  square  was  fonned 
by  the  ancient  church  and  convent  of 
St.  George.  Beneath  this  edifice  were 
extensive  catacombs^  long  since  disused 
as  a  cemetery,  which  spread  in  all  direc- 
tions through  the  rock  under  the  square. 

.  To  these  vaults  the  governor  dispatch- 
ed Perlati,  whom  he  had  noticed  as  a 
man  possessing  sound  judgment,  tem^ 
pered  with  undaunted  courage. 

.  Uracontes  had  no  sooner  imparted  his 
plan  to  Perlati,  than  he  immediately 
entered  upon  the  execution  of  it,  with' 
such  alacrity  as  plainly  evinced  his  con- 
fidence of  success.  He  was  attended  by 
twenty  Dibran  soldiers,  who,  like  their 
chie^  were  anxious  to  wipe  out  the^tain 
which  hung  upon  their  nain^  since  the 
affair  at  Sfetigrade. 

Having  warned  the  inhabitants  of  the 

neighbouring  houses  Co  provide  for  their 

,  safety 
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safety  by  departing  to  a  remote  quarter, 
he  hastened  to  follow  the  governor's  in- 
structions. 

The  combustible  liiaterials  were  ac^ 
cordingly  deposited  in  the  cavities. be- 
low the  square,  and  a  train  of  gunpow- 
der communicated  from  the  back  of  the 
church  to  the  entrance  of  the  subterra- 
nean passages.  Here  Ferlati  himself 
took  bis  station  with  a  torch,  ready  to 
fire  the  train  at  the  command  of  Ura- 
contes. 

The  Dibrans  returned  to  the  gover- 
nor, and  reported  that — "  All  was  rea- 

dy."     \  '. 

This  signal,  cwnmunicated  from  chief 
to  chief  throughout  the  Epirot  bands, 
who  had  been  instructed  in  the  purpose 
of  the  governor,  was  the  Qountersign  for 
their  sudden  retreat;  andthe  astonishjed, 

Turks 
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utm(5st  eflfortfi  held  Mhd  t6  drftef  back, 
retire  on  a  sudden  in  precipitatibft:. 

The*  etent  of  the  ptrrsirff  #**  sueh  as 
the  gt>vertior  had  calculated;  it  deittmy- 
ei  imTMnse  number!^  of  the  mvad^, 
ifhile  those  «h^t  escaped  fle*  itr  t^tM 
cowi^tenrirtioit  through  the  gat*  By  wfifch 
they  had  entered,  happy  tOr  ^tsatpe  Htui 
t&trMe  ihte  of  tfaehf  felloT^s. 

Mahomet,  v^hen  he  found  his  trodpt 
had  penetrated  furthei^  into  the  <aty, 
hastened  t6  ftHow  inhere  the  tctmnlt 
pointed  out  the  scene  of  action.  As  h6 
passed  along  the  street,  followed  by  Us 
guards,  he  arrived  in  view  of  the  square, 
aittd^tooi  &pp^TieA  at  the  «^e  bef6re 
hiM.  From  this  momentstfy  stupcnr  h*' 
iMisf  aroused  to  a  care  of  his"  owil^  safety 
by^l^  captain  of  guard,  wlkyrepresettted 
to  him  the  d«iger  df  hif  8]1!ufttielk-'«4n^ 

the 
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the  htert  of  a  faoitile  city,  withoisit  his 
faithful  troops  to  soppoiit  knd  protMfc 
has  peraon. 

FataUy  cotivinoed  of  the  tou|b^  of 
these  vepmsetita6ans,  Mahomet  bent  Us 
returning  steps  towards  the  gate  whi- 
ther  the  few  Tucks  whe  hael  eraqped  the 
fate  of  their  oonuadm  were  hastening 
fram  diffeisent  aTOiues  of  the  city.  Just 
as  tbey  reached  the  gate,  they  heard  the 
;sounds  o^^'*  Ckxse  tioie  gate  l-^o-^cbse  the 
gate!    Thelionisiisourteik." 

These  were  the  wonfa  of  Pe^ti^  who 
returned^  during  the  ex^toskm,  by  nar* 
row  pasfiages^  and  readied  tiie-  giand* 
square  a  considerable  time  before  the 
governor  and  bis  tioopl  He  distin- 
giiidied  Mahomet  among  the  flying: 
remttant  of  the  foe,  and  resc^ed^  if  pos^ 
Slide,,  to  eiitoff  his  retreat,  and  by  tinis^ 
securing  a  prisoner  of  4udb  cansequoioe 
put  a  speedy  termination  to  the  war. 

Such 
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Such  indeed  would  hare  been  Maho- 
met's  &te,  but  the  gate  was  strongly 
guarded  by  a  body  of  Turks,  who  had. 
deserted, their  post,  when  they  learnt 
the  sad  reverse  of  fortunethat  had  been 
,the  lot  of  the  greater  part  of  the  army. 

On  hearing  the  exclamation  of  Per- 
lati,  an  Epirot  soldier  rushed  towards 
the  gate,  and  had  already  seized  the 
massive  bolt.  At  that  moment  Maho* 
met,  perceiving  his  imminent  peril, 
bounded  forward;  and  a&  the  bold  Epi- 
rot was  closing  one  of  the  valves  of  the 
folding  gate,  dove  him  to  the  groimd 
with  his  dmeter^  and  darted  through 
the  apertdre  c^  the  remaining  open  door. 

Perlati  and  hk  Dibratis  now  rushed 
^MTward  in  Iwetttbless  ei^mess,  and 
dosed  the  other  vdhre  at  the  msis  that 
Mahomet  had  gmned  in  safeity  the  ex;- 
tenor  side  of  the  gslte. 


So 
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So  plosely  had  Ferlati  followed  the, 
Moslem  prince,  that  his  magnificently- 
ornamented  scarf,  which  flowed  behind 
in  his  ra^ttd  motion,  was  caught  bqtween 
the  folding  gates.  Mahomet  severed 
the  scarf  at  a  stroke,  and  trembling  at 
his  narrow  escape,  quickly  descended 
the  hill,  and  gained  the  Turkish  camp 
in  safety. 

The  Turks  whose  flight  was  pre- 
vented by  the  promptitude  of  Perlati 
were  made  easy  prisoners.^  Such,  in- 
deed, was  the  dread  of  the  cruelty  of 
Mahomet,  that  they  gladly  exchanged 
his  despotic  and  tyrannic^  service  for  a 
prison  at  Croia.. 

Uracontes  was  husSly  engaged  in  dis- 
charging the  public  cares  of  his  station, 
by  securing  the  prisoners,  and  seeing 
proper  attention  paid  to  die  wounded^ . 
restoring  order  and  tranquillity  in  th^ 
.  city. 
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White  ihm  ettipl^ed,  he  was  ifitef* 
rupted  by  the  artiTal  rf  ofle  i)f  his  do- 
mestics, wh6  iiift)rmed  him  of  the  tbys^ 
teriouiS  disa{)^>earmice  of  the  princeM 
iZ;emyra  from  the  palttefe  Gi^tly  alorm^ 
ed  at  this  intelligence,  he  hastify  di^ 
patched  the  more  pressing  business,  and 
repairitlg  to  hid  pdlaee,  \e&ttkt  froHft  the 
lady  Euphrasia  the  partieulaM  6i  fbe' 
event. 

When  the  dc^tttesticEi^  at  tbe  htcfptfoti 
dt  the  TvtiikA,  fled  ill  cdfidt^DtfO^  td 
their  mistress,  her  earliest  tSM^  ilfttf  t^ 
recovered  fix)m  the  impression  of  terror 
iT'tiieh  dt  ftrdt  c^ereame  her  lk»kies, 
WM  to  hasten  ti^  Z^ttiyrafs  apmfitt^ 
wMdn,  tc^  her  in#MCi4bat4e  mvptm,  she 
fdniid  unoeeupied:  yet  the  ditof  wa* 
shfoty  and  e^ridty  iMid«  af^peared  ht  ¥» 

usual 
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iifluid  «ider.  In  <ihe  gresleflt  «la?n, 
she  dispatched  9A  atfeendml  with  in- 
telligence of  the  mi8f(Ni;une  to  Uta^ 
oontes* 

On  his  ani^  he  craaed  the  palace 
to  be  flbictly  senrdied»  as  mnril  as  evary 
avenue  ef  Uie  gardens  and  courts.  This 
vn».  done  vithimt  sneeess;  and  none 
could  give  the  least  infimnatioii,  easoept 
that  Moneses  had  been  seen  to  enter 
tke  fdan  wiA  the  Tuifcs. 

Tfaia  thRtr  some  light  upon  tiie  mysr 
teiy^;  and  UfaoooAes  »mr  oonduded  that 
Moneses  had  been  an  aeecanplke  in  cdik 
veying  the  pdncesB  to  tilie  Turkkb 
camp. 

Great  was  the  perplexity  of  TJracoon 
tes  on  this  oiccasicm.  He  dreaded  the 
task  of  aegMinting  the  prineewith  the 
filial  loss;  yet  knowing  tibat  it  must  be. 

divulged 
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4ivulgefl  to  him,  he  sent  a  messenger 
with  the  earliest  dawn. 

Castriot  had  just  risen  from  his  couch 
when  the  messenger  of  XJracontes  was 
announced,  who  demanded  an  imme- 
diate audience.  He  was  admilted ;  and 
having  delivered  the  governor's  epistle» 
retired  while  Castriot  perused  its  heart- 
rending cont^its. 

At  first  he  would  scarcely  credit  the 
evidence  of  his  senses — but  the  &tal 
truth  was  too  apparent;  and  on  a  second 
perusal  of  the  letter,  he  observed^  what 
had  before  escaped  his  notice,  that  the 
duke  of  Albania  had  also  disappeared^ 
and  that  neither  he  nor  his  confidential 
servant  was  to  be  found  throughout  the 
eity.  • 

The  governor  concluded  his  letter  by 
^stating  his  suspicions  that  Moneses  bi^ 

found 
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^nd  means  to  convey  the  princess  to 
the  Turkish  camp,  and  by  lamenting 
his  inability  to  furnish  his  prince  imth 
more  satisfiictory  information. 

.  "  Accursed  traitor !"  exclaimed  the 
agonized  lover,  ''  thi&  then  is  thy  diabo- 
lical deed !  Couldst  thou  find  no  victim 
but  that  angelic  being  on  whom  to 
wreak  thy  vengeance?  Fool  that  I  was^ 
to  trust  thee  so  &r !  I  ought  to  have 
known  that  no  benefits  could  long  at* 
tach  thy  haughty  lawless  soul,  and  have 
crushed  thee  with  die  first  dawn  of  sus- 
picion. But .  thou  shajt  not  long  tri- 
umph ;  like  an  avenging  spii^it,  I  will 
pursue  thee  through  thy  haunts  of  trea- 
cherous villany,  and  never,  desist  till  I 
force  thee  to  restore  to  my  arms  the  suf<» 
&ring  persecuted  Zemyra!", 

The  news  of  his  friend's  fatal  losa 
^ukikly  reached  Al^us.    He  hastened 

to 
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to  poor  eonflolalian  into  bk  Trounkd 
hrenA,  bf  rtatmg  his  fiill  ooincideDee 
villi  tbe  $uqpici<Hifl  of  Uracontes  that 
the  princess  Ind  been  caareyeA  to  tiM 
camp  of  the  Mahometan  prince,  and  that 
Castriot  might  then  faepe  she  would  be 
a§am  restontd  to  him. 

As  a  drowning  wreldi  seises  with 
eagerness  the  smaHest  flmtiBg  sobstnee^ 
to  ^d  his  escsape  fron  the  detroming 
waters,  Castnot  gbdly  seieed  this  hope 
of  Zem3nra7s  leooiFery,  as  the  only  means 
of  hia  deliwiance  from  tbe  yawmng 
gulf  of  despair,  into  wbidi  b^  final  loss 
would  inevkaUly  plunge  Mm. 

Somewhat  ocmsoled  wiA  this  expert 
tetscm,  tbe  prinee  bad  toisiiie  to  tmn 
bis  attention  to  the  otiier  transactions 
of  the  eventful  night,  which  the  gover- 
Ror  had  cursoriiy  motioned.  Hethere- 
ibfe  swt  the  count  of  Tanusia.  baek 

with 
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with  the  messenger,  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars of  the  assault,  and  the  loss  sus- 
tained, the  number  of  prisoners  taken, 
and  other  details. 


VOL.  m.  F  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"If  misfortune  come,  sbe  .brings  along 
The  bravest  virtues," 


Mahomet,  on  his  return,  found  his  aged 
father  lying  in  the  tent,  in  a  state  of  the 
iitmost^  debility.  The  arrival  of  the  duke 
of  Albania  in  the  camp  was  communi- 
cated to  him ;  and  it  was  also  stated  that 
his  troops  had  made  a  successful  assault, 
unknown  to  hini,  and  were  in  possession 
of  the  city.  This  exhilarated  the  spirits 
of  Amurath,  and  he  seemed  to  have  ac- 
quired new  vigour;  but  when  the  sad 
reverse  was  communicated  to  him,  he 
relapsed  into  his  former  despondency,  and 
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bis  bodily  weakness  il'etiimed  upon  him 
with  increased  power. 

When  Mahomet  entered  the  imperial 
pavilbn,  the  sultanas  Srst  exclamation 
l^ras-^^*  Hash  prince!  what  hast  thou 
gwined  by  actmg  in  opposition  to  my 
counsel^  and  following  the  dictates  of 
thine  own  impetuous  disposition  ?  Have 
I  not  enough  warned  thee  against  the 
atrat£^mj5  of  this  rebellious  viper  and 
his  accursed  confederates  ?*' 
.  **  I  have  gained  a  prize  that  will  be  a 
firm  check  upon  this  daring  rebel,"  re- 
torted "Mahomet.  '•  His  destined  bride, 
Zemyra  of  Athens,  is  now  in  my  tent ; 
and  through  the  means  of  this  his  idol 
will  I  bring  this  invincible  apostate  to 
the  footstool  of  his  sovereign's  throne.'* 

**  Idle  boaster !"  replied  the  monarch ; 
*f  is  it  for  this  thou  hast  lost  pay  brave 
chieftain^,  Mustaplia,  Alis,  and  Feman,. 
>with  five  thousand  of  my  best  soldiers? 
Is  not  thy  seraglio  already  filled  with 
F  2  tligi 


d  by  Google 


100  ISKANDER. 

the  beauties  of  tfae^  East»  that  thou 
shouldst  sacrifice  my  troops  to  gaifi  such 
a  worthless  bauble,  which,  once  possess- 
ed, will  be  soon  cast  ^ide  in  disdain?" 

f*  No,  my  lord,  the  possession  of  this 
woman  is  ndt  the  object  I  hare  in  view; 
but  the  duke  of  Albania  ktiows  that  tke 
safety  of  Zemyra'si  perscA  b  deslfer  to 
your  rebellious  vassal  than  his  life  (Mr 
his  usurped  crown.  The  hope  of  we-* 
gaining  her  shall  be  held  out  to  the 
haughty  Scanderbt^,  and  to  effiect  this 
he  will  gl^ly  accede  ti>  whatever,  terms 
4^is  sultah  may  please  to  dictate." 

"  I  greatly  doubt  the  information  of 
this  duke  of  Albania,"  rt^OiHed  Amu- 
xiath.  ''  I  cannot  believe  that  this  bold 
usurper^  who  has  displayed  such  traits 
of  valour  and  firmness,  wrill  sacrifice  so 
much  for  the  possession  of  a  feilly  girl. 
But  the  expedient  may  be  proved,  and 
you  will  be  then  satisfied  who  knows 
Scanderbeg  best-^Amuratb  or  the  ddke 
pf  Albania." 
/  Thus 
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Thus  saying,  he  sunk  upon  the  pil- 
low,  exhausted  with  the  exertion  he  had 
used;  and  Mahomet  left  the  pavilion, 
to  confer  with  Moneses  on  the  steps  to 
be  pursued. 

^  I  am  indebted  to  thy  care,"  said 
Mahomet,  as  he  entered  the  tent  which 
had  been  allotted  to  Moneses,  *'  for 
what  has  been  already  done;  but  I 
need  thy  counsel  on  our  future  mea- 
mxreBJ* 

.  ^'  The  will  of  Mahomet  is  the  plea- 
sure of  his  akve,  and  the  life  of  Mo- 
jaeses  cannot  be  bett4?r  spent  than  m 
executing  the  oonunands  of  his  prince," 
was  the  servile  stnswer  of  the  recreant 
duke  of  Albania. 

Mahomet  then  det^led  his  intentiost 
of  commencing  a  negociation  with  Cas- 
triot,  and  proposing  the  restitution  of 
the  prinoeas  of  Athens  as  the  equivalent 
£ir  which  be  would  he  .je^uind  to.  di&- 
f:S  band 
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band  his  amiy»  to  withdravr  his  troops 
from  the  cities  of  Epiras,  and  to  le- 
new  his  allegiance  to  the  sultan  of  Tur- 
key. 

Moneses  Applauded  this  resolution, 
and  advised  the  immediate  dismission, 
of  a  herald  to  the  enemy's  camp  with 
these  proposals,  attested  by  the  imperial 
signet  of  Amurath. 

Whilst  the  future  destiny  of  Zemyra 
was  thus  in  agitation^  the  persecuted  ob- 
ject of  their  councils,  when  the  strength 
of  the  opiate  was  exhausted,  awoke  to 
the  full  sense  of  her  dreaded  situation. 
In  wild  alarm  she  gazed  around  the 
Splendid  pavilion,  and  started  in  terror 
from  the  magnificent  couch  on  which 
6he  had  been  placed* 

Two  female  attendants  in  the  Turkish 

costume  now^  entered  the  pavilion,  and 

from  them  ^e  learnt  tliat  die  was  in  the 

w  :  tent 
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lent  of' prince  Mahomet.  They  had 
been  commanded  to  treat  her  with  the 
greatest  deference,  to  execute  her  sUght- 
cst  order,  and  comply  with  every  wish, 
except  that  of  leaving  the  pavilion. 

What  dark  forebodings  now  overr 
shadowed  the  mind  of  Zemyra!  The 
.most  gloopiy  apprehensions  took  posses- 
sion of  her  bosom.  All  the  former  evils 
of  life  shrunk  into  insignificance,  com- 
pared with  the  magnitude  of  the  present, 
when  shq  Qonsidered  herself  destined  for 
.the  harem  of  the  enemy  of  her  houise/ 
•  •  •      J        . 

She  turned  for  consolation  in  this  her 
distress  to  the  hope  that  Castriot  would 
eompd  her  restitution  by  force  of  arms : 
but  her  reason  soon  convinced  her  how 
/utile  his  attempts  would  be  against  the 
power  of  Amurath— -nay,  she  even  trenv- 
bled  to  think  \^hat  would  be  the  issue 
of  any  rash  attempt  he  might  make  tp 
F  4  recover 
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recover  her,  when  he  disoovered  &at  Ae 
was  detained  by  Mahomet. 

Her  attendants  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  dii^pel  the  despairing  ^om  that  be- 
clouded Zemyra*s  countenance;  but 
their  topics  of  consolation  were  dii^ust- 
ful  to  her,  and  having  dismissed  them, 
she  found  the  greatest  reUef  in  solitude. 

Thus  passed  heavily  the  first  day  of 
iier  imprisonment,  and  the  only  allevia- 
tion of  her  sorrows  was  €be  absence  of 
Mahomet,  whocn  i^e  had  not  yet  seen, 
and  of  whose  appearance  she  was  in 
continual  fean  In  the  anHcipation  of 
this  dreaded  event  she  spent  the  whole 
of  the  day,  lik^  the  person  with  a  $harp 
fiword  suspended  ovor  his  head;  and 
when  thi^  hour  of  rest  arrived,  the  balm 
of  harassed  nature,  she  passed  a  sleep^ 
less  pillow  during  the  long  hows  of  a 
tedibufr  nigbt 

•  .  ^  When 
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Wken  the  voi«e  of  the  iman  sounded 
tbe  hour  of  mommg  pfoyer,  Zemyn 
did  not  hesitate  to  join  in  the  devotions 
of  the  Mii6sulinanfi»  Her  prayers  were 
offerM  to  the.  God  of  her  &ther8,  while 
the  orisont  of  the  Turks  ascended  to 
AUah.  She  arose  horn  her  devotions,  re- 
assixred  of  the  eontiau^iee  of  his  pro* 
tectiog  providanee,  and  was  enabled  to 
gather  consolatioa  in  her  pi;esent  dh* 
tress  by  reflecting  upw  her  jformer  diffi< 
eulties. 

When,  at  the  destniction  of  Athens, 
tlie  vengeante  of  Mahomet  had  been 
pouted  out  upoii  her  devoted  &inilyt 
and  he  vowed  tp  exterminate  the  last 
brandi  of  that  unfortunate  stock,  she 
had  be^  preserved  by  the  then  more 
legible  alternative  of  being  sold  as  a 
alave,  mid  transported  into  Asia.  At 
Mte  capture  of  Smyrna  die  was  exposed 
to  the  aavage  ImitaUty  of  a  Turicidii  sol- 
dier, but  had  h^m  i^Yed  by  the  tirodjr 
T  5         ^  inteirposition 
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hiterposition  of  him  who  became  lo  her 
mare  than  ptrents  or  brethren^  atict 
whose  love  i*e  prized  above  her  exists 
ence.  Jn  Italy  her  •being  forced  away. 
by  the  prince  of  Parma  had  been  the 
means  of  her  finding  her  valued  but 
hapless  friends,  the  count  and  countess 
of  Eldenfeldtl  and  her  ^subsequent  mis* 
fortune,  in  falling  agmn  into  her  ravish* 
ei:^s  power,  was  the  cause  <^  her  joyful 
though  tinexpected  and  unhoped-^ 
meeting  with  her  loved  Castriot,  and 
the  destruction  of  her  persecutor. 

ConsoledTiy  these  refiedjons,  she  com* 
mitted  hersdf  and  her  destiny  to  the 
gracious  protection  of  Heaven  t  and 
while  she  resolved  to  neglect  no  oppor* 
^  ^unity  that  niigh*  occur  of  extricating 
tierself  from  her  dreaded  «ituatixM),  she 
firmly  trusted  that  the  Power  which 
liad  so  frequently  delivered  her  from 
-imminent  peril  would  not  desert  her  in 
th«  present  distress,  btit  deliver  her  front 
-   .  :  it. 
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it,  and  bring  good  out  of  the  tlureaten-*^ 
mgeviL 


f  €  CHAF^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


"**  Ob  !  but  man,  proad  man ! 


Drest  in  a  little  brief  authority, 

Tlajs  such  fentastic  tricks  before  high  Heav'n^^ 

As  make  the  angels  weep." 

•*  Amurath  the  Second,  son  of  the  most 
mighty  lord  Mahomet  Chan,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  Allah  and  the  blessing  of  his 
prophet,  king  of  the  kings  of  the  whole 
world,  sultan  of  Asia  and  Europe,  prince 
of  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Jeni- 
;salem,  lord  of  the  ocean,  and  vicegerent 
of  Allah  upon  «arth,  unto  Scanderbeg, 
viceroy  of  the  Epirots  and  Albanians, 
greeting." 

Such 
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tfa6  letter  which  the  beraU  of  the  sultan 
delivered  to  Castriot  shortly  after  the 
departare  of  Ruddph  to  Croia,  and 
while  the  prince  tnd  Alexis  w«reen- 
^i^ged  in  a  ooilsukation  on  the  means  to 
2^  pursued  for  the  disoovjery  whether 
Zemym  had  beeB  conveyed  In  the  Turl&- 
ish  camp. 

Caslridt  peitised  in  astanishmeht  the 
letter  of  the  saltan^  as  he  least  expected 
the  proposal  of  an  amicaUe  termination 
of  hnstibfties  to  proceed  fiom  htm.  After 
Ae  high  soiuiding  display  of  the  sultan's 
titlM^  the  letter  wcsrt  on  to  dedace  the 
iregard  which  Amncath  yet  entertained 
for  Iskantebegt  though  he,  in  despite 
of  the  former  friendship  and  numerous 
&voitia  of  his  pbtran»  had  farokien  out 
kito<^n  rebellioD  against  his  rightful 
hmsi ;  and  notwithstanding  aiaeh  flagrant 
eondtct  deKrred  the  senrerest  punish- 
nenty  he  was  wiling  «o  withhold  his 

vengeance 
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vengeance  midway,  and  an  Iskander's 
Kpentance  would  receive  him  again  to 
iuM  finrour.  He  therefore  proposed, » 
4he  terms  of  acopmmodation,  that  Cas* 
-triot  should  disband  his  army,  and  ad- 
mit Mahometan  troops  into  the  garnU 
45ons  of  Epirus ;  that  all  prisoners  t«keii 
-on  either  ode  should  be  exchanged;  and 
that,  among  others,  Amurati)  shouUL 
restore  the  prince's  intended  bride,  who 
iiad  been  taken  in  tiie  last  night*«  as* 
sault  That  on  these  conditiions  bemg 
iulBlled,  the  sultan  would  allow  Castriot 
to  possess  the  kingdom  of  Bpirus  inropev, 
.as  tributary  to  Amiirath,  while  the  pfd- 
vince  of  Albania  diould  be  conferred  oa 
the  duke  of  Albania,  who  had  already 
caade  his  peace  with  the  aultan.  t 

• 

Castriot  having  lead  these  ocmteirts  of 
the  letter,  and  dbserved  that  the  impetiid 
seal  of  Amurath  was  offiaally  affixed  tti 
it,  submitted  it  to  the  perusal  of  Alexis, 
«rho  havingtilso  perused  U^  said^^'.'  This 

dean 
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dears  every  doubt  of  the  villany  of  Mo* 
Aeses  and  >  the  misfortunea  of  the  prin^^ 
cess.  But  what  answer  do  you  intend 
to  dispatch  to  tb^e  demands  of  the  sul^ 
tan?"  .       ^  ••      > 

,  "  What  is  your  counsel?**  asbed  Cas< 
triot. 

•  ^  The  decided  rgedaon  oi  the  pro- 
posed terms.**  .  ■: 
"Even  so,'*  rejoined  the  prince^  wiA- 
quickness,  and  indignantly.  **  Is  it  not 
enough  that  Amurath  should  treat  i&i? 
OS  his  vassal,  but  that  he  would  divide 
my  dominions  with  t3aiat  arch-ti^itor? 
ilearest  of  women  I  best  beloved.  Ze^ 
myra !  much  as  my  heart  bleeds  to  leave 
thee  in  the  power  of  that  despot,  Ma^ 
hornet;  I  know  thine  heroic  soul  would 
rather  be  exposed  to  his  i^oward  malice^ 
than  thy  Castriot  should  betray  the  trust 
-Epu'us  has  confided  to  him,  or  embitter 
4;he  happiness  whidi  may  yet  be  reserved, 
.by  effecting  thy  delivaance  at  the  exr 
|>ence  <€  his  integrity.** 

The 
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The  answer  of  fhe  prince  to  the  mU 
tm^  letter  eomnieiieed  as  follows:-— 
^  The  soldier  of  Christ,  George,  prinoe 
ef  Albania  and  ail  Epirus,  to  Amuratii 
the  Second,  sultan  of  the  Turks,  greet* 
ing,"'  ke. 

After  this  introdoctiDn,  Castriot  pro- 
ceeded to  disclaim  peremptorily  any  au* 
diority  arrogated  by  Aminnatfa,  whose 
daims  to  {Sovereignty  over  Epinis,  founds 
ed  in  murder  «id  usurpation,  yreate  to* 
tally  invalid  and  ittdefensthle.  He  fur:* 
ther  said,  that  although  the  sultan  had 
gained  8fistigrade  by  treaehay,  he  was 
undlile  to  push  his  conquests,  and  the 
city  of  Croia  had  baffled  fais  greatest  and 
continued  eflforts;  and  that  fiiioe  the 
victories  of  die  sultan  and  his  immense 
feo^  had  been  limited  to  the  eapttire  of 
'a  frontier  town,  and  canymg  off  a  de- 
fenceless female  in  the  sifemse  of  night, 
he  had  no  reason  to  dread  his  vengeanee^ 
nor  tremble  at  his  future  expfanfts.    JPor 

the 
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tiie  lifaeratioti  of  his  destiiied  bride,  he 
would  readily  give  up  the  prifloners  he 
had  made,  luid  in  addition,  a  ransom 
worthy  of  a  monarch ;  but  though  his 
Ufe  would  be  a  blank  without  her,  never, 
jevien  for  her  ddiveranoe,  would  he  swerve 
from  the  jtrust  reposed  in  him  by.  his 
countrymen,  but  continue  still  their 
£iithfijl  cfaaBq>ion  and  general;  whilst  he 
had  nerves  to  wield  his  sword,  or  as 
long  as  them  veraained  an  enemy  to  con- 
quer. 

He  concluded  by  indignantly  iptotbB^ 
ing  against  entering  into  a  treaty  upon 
my  other  footing  than  upon  the  terms 
of  «quality^  nsonardi  with  mcmandi;  but 
repeated  his  oiSer  of  a  ransom  to  any 
jttnount,  however  enormous,  for  the  prii»* 
4sess  of  Atbem. 

On  the  return  of  tiie  herald,  Mahomet 
having  nod  the  ifidignaitt  reply  of  Cas* 

triot, 
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€cmdi,  the  nmigetif  wan  despair.  The 
attendant^  at  a  motion  of  his  hand^  left 
the  tent,  and  Zemjrivms  left  without 
the  small  assurance  which  the  presence 
of  a  female  would  give  her. 

"Doubtless,"  said  Mahomet,  "the 
daughter  of  Duearis  reckdhs  Mahomet 
her  greatest  enemy :  but  who  betrayed 
her  to  hia  power  P'-^her  friend,  the  gene- 
ral of  her  future  bridegroom,  the  Jmthr 
Jul  duke  of  Albania." 

^  The  duke  of  Albania  my  betrayer  f 
vepeflted  ZemjiXL,  in  aooents  of  unfeign- 
ed astonishment, 

^  JBren  so,"  replied  Mahomet ;  *<  and 
when  thy  freedom  was  proffered  td  thy 
lukewarm  lover,  he  rejected  it  with  dis- 
dam.'' 

''  The  woidfi  of  deceit,  atiU  less  than 
the  mandates  of  oppMssion,  become  the 
lips  of  the  mighty,"  rgoined  the  prin- 
cess. ""  The  heart  of  Castriot  is  the 
thnMia  of  tnftfa  and  constancy  " 

"Behold 
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''  Behold  then  my  proems !"  etdaimed 
Mahomet,  presenting  the  reply  whkdi 
the  messenger  who  returned  with  tiie 
Turiiish  herald  brought  irom  the  prinee^ 
**  and  judge  between  the  generonfy  dC 
Mahomet  and  the  cxmstancy  of  Cas« 
triot/* 

Zemyra  traced  witii  eagemew  the 
Ipved  characters;  and,  deyeoted  as  she 
had  before  been,  the  unohaiiging  ardoiar 
of  her  lover's  afiection,  and  the  DobiMty 
^  seqttilaent  contained  m  the  leitet, 
ilispired  her  with  congenial  feelings;  and 
the  omatis  that  Mahomet  took  to  em^ 
biiter  her  existence,  by  exasperating  her 
against  the  prince,  tended  to  give  her, 
if  possible,  a  more  exalted  opinion  of 
him  than  she  before  possessed. 

Perceiving  himseif  foiled  in  the  at- 
tem^  of  plaicing  the  conduct  of  Castriot 
in  an  unfavouraUe  light,  he  pursued  an- 
other plan  to  make  her  captivity  irkscmie. 

This 
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would  quickly  &b,  m  he  ardeiitijr  wished 
to  brag  the  war  to  a  teitniimtion.  He 
pero^vod  that  the  fart  deelmkig  health 
of  the  sultan  ahaoost  precluded  the  pes- 
tnbHky  of  his  reootery, .  and  he  gp^catty 
feared  lest  such  an  event  at  his  Other's 
death  should  take  {dace  at  a  distance  so 
remote  firoiei  the  metropuHsw  H]shn> 
th^  Achmet  possessed  the  hearts  of  the 
soldiery:)  as  his  hfaeraUty  of  dia|iDBi<ipa 
and  frank  carriage  had  made  him  no  less 
a  favourite,  than  the  overbearing  man- 
neis  and  tyrannical  cdadiiet  of  Miko- 
n^t  had  reudared  him  the  object  of  aver- 
'  i»on  to  his  sul9eet$  iA  getieiaL  SensS^ 
of  ChiSi  he  was  impatteot  to  retunt  to 
the  seat  of  emphre,  to  sectite  ti»e  socoes* 
sb0  by  his  favourite  metiiod^-ecaDpoI- 
sion. 

In  the  prospect  of  her  prottaetedosp*- 
tivity,  Zemyra  saw  tine  distent  heanls  of 
hope  breaking  through  the  beclouded 

vista 


d  by  Google 


XSKAXDZm.  itt 

vista  of  her  present  prospects.  As  the 
evil  day  was  at  a  remote  period,  she  per« 
suaded  herself  that  some  fitvouraUe 
event  would  transpire  in  the  interval  to 
release  her  from  the  power  of  her  prinee- 
lyjailor. 


mottiu*  0^  CHAP« 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


J6y,  joy,  1  see,  confefls'dTfrom  «very  eye ; 
Yoar  limbs  tread  vigorous,  and  your  breasts  beat  hi^ 
Thin  tbo'  oor  ranks,  thoogh  scanty  be  our  bands. 
Bold  are  oor  hearts,  and  nervous  are  our  bands. 
With  tts  troth,  justice,  fame, and  freedbm  close. 
Each  singly  equal  to  a  host  of  foes. 

Haying  learnt  from  count Hudolph,  that 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  governor's  forces 
in  the  assault  was  inconsiderable,  and 
therefore  required  no  reinforcement, 
Casti&ot,  after  revolving  in  his  perturbed 
nnnd  a  thousand  various  plans  for  Ze- 
myra*s  delivo'ance,  determined  to  mrfce 
another  attack  upon  the  Turkisl]|  camp. 
His  purpose  was  to  cut  his  way  by  pldn 
*  *  '      §kcs 
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force  to  the  tent  of  Mahomet,  and  heai*' 
away  his  betrothed  princess  in  i^ite  of 
^l  opposition. 

.♦     . 

He  (sd^Araniteted  his  inteption  t0 
Alexis,  1fh6,  although  be  doubted  the 
feasibility  of  the  enterprise,  was  unwilK 
ing  to  dtesiiade  him  from  it,  as  his  friend's 
bappiness  so  greatly  depended  upon  its 
snceess.  He  therefore  acquiesced  in  Cas- 
tndVs  ^efeermltaaiion,  who  was  more  dis- 
posed to  bei  sangi^ne  in  his  hope^,  as  he 
had,  in  Ms  last  attack/almost  penetrated 
to  th^  tent  of  Amurilth  himself;  which 
was  situtited  in  the  r&ry  centre  of  the 
?a«p. 

*  The  o^mmands  of  the  prini^e  were  re* 
oeivodwlthefithusiastic  ardour  by  the  c^«> 
cers  of  the  whole  army,  to  many  of  whom 
^emyra  was  personally  known,  who  re^ 
verenced  h&t  gentle  virtues,  and  would 
eagerly  assist  in  chastising  her  oppressor ; 
while  the  rest  of  the  troops,  who  heard 
g2  with 
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^ith  mdignatkm  die  treachery  of  t2ie  re^ 
creant  duke  o£  Albania  asd  Ins  perficK- 
0U8  conduct  to  Zemyra,  were  loud  in 
their  demands  to  be  instantly  led  against 
ti^  Turl^  wbose  inwicfise  h^nit  ttey 
would  wUlingly  farave  in  cffn  day,  ttk 
revenge  the  wnmg  offered  to  tbek  he- 
xdc  leader  in  the  person  ^  im  f utuie 
bride. 

Like  the  fiei^ce  UoneM^  whme4eH  the 
hunters  have  robbed  <xf  lier  hungry  off-' 
siHing  while  she  scoured  this  ^oest  in 
search  of -{»¥y,  prowls  rotind  their  dweU*- 
ing^  waiting  the  moment  of  revei^, 
Castriot,  in  the  silence  of  midnight,  BiiF- 
shalled  his  troops  at  the  Turkish  en* 
tr^ich]!nenta.  He  here  divided  faisjtiny 
into  two  bodies  of  fimr  thewBhd  eadi, 
one  of  whi^  he  deta<^ed  to  atiCack  tiie 
southern  quarter  of  the  oaaopj  under  thjfr 
command  of  Alexis  and  prince  Hamea>< 
who  had  that  day  arrived  firom  the  jl«ith«^ 
qrn  {Nrovinces  with  fiesh  troops^    With 

the 


d  by  Google 


j^e  Other,  led  hy  himself  and  count  Ru- 
liolph,  baring  forced  (1^  eastern  em 
trenchmentSj  he  purposed  to  join  the 
i&rces  of  Alexis  and  Hamesa  at  the  im»* 
penal  tent. 

Elated  with  his  former  success,  and 
fired  with  the  hope  of  rescuing  his  be- 
lored,  the  prince  did  not  beKeve  this 
design  impraetieable,  as^  he  calculated 
that  the  Mahometan  troops,  buried  in 
sleep,  would  present  a  feeble  resistance 
at  first;  and  would  be  unable  to  rally 
untllisoo  late  to  make  any  e£feetual  op^ 
posjitiioh. 

After  having  waited  the  appointed 
time  for  Alexis  to  gain  their  purposed 
point  of  attack,  the  impatient  prince 
gave  the  signal  to  his  soldiers.  It  wni 
obeyed  with  promptitude,  and  Gastriot; 
having  gained  the  top  of  the  entrencht- 
ment,  was  quickly  fdilowed  by  his  eager 
followers.  i, 

G  3  Count 
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Count  Rudolph  be^tlie  woik  of 
death.  A  sentinel^  pat^eiviiag  th^  ene* 
my,  Bed  to  give  the  alarm;  but  bis 
Bight  was  arrested  hy  that  c^ieftain^ 
who,  springing  after  hirn^  laid  him  dead^ 
at  his  feet 

Winle  the  prince  was  forming  his 
troops,  who  had  now  a£L  crowed  the 
ditch^  the  alarm  had  been  spread  by  tbe 
other  sentinels,*  and  a  strong  body  of 
Turks  advanced  against  the  £pirdts. 
Four  cohc^rts,  of  one  thousand  men  in 
eachy  had  been  appointed  to  remain 
under  arms  during  the  night,. and  to 
form  an  immense  patrole  in  the  four  di- 
visions of  the  camp. 

Mdiomet  had  taken  this  precaution^ 
as  he  had  greater  reason  than  ever  for 
expecting  an  attack  fit>m  the  Epirot 
prince,  since  he  had  assumed  such  a  de- 
cided tone  in  the  negociations  of  the 
preceding  day. 

Itt 


dbyQpogle 


In  this  itaipponitkin  he  ivto  «t)iNmw4i 
by  the  ooincidenoe  of  Moneses,  wha  W-t 
serted  that  Castriot  would  not  have  re- 
jected the  ofBst  of  Zelpyra'a  ielea«e,  jon- 
less  he  entaMained  some  hoj^e  of  efffct«i 
mg  it  by  other  ]ii^p» 

'  ■  •  '      . ' 

He  therefore  stationed  the.  troo|)isbe« 
fore  meitionedy.wJEtb  instjruetionp  t(t  thc^ 
several  bashaws  who  oommanded  them, 
to  uiute  their  forces  in  one  body  at  a 
given  signals  if  events  should  tran3pire^ 
tx>  ipender  mch  an  arrangement  nec^Sr 
sary. 

'  Mahoniiet»  in  issuing  these  orden,  had 
complied  in.  {Murt  Hndi  the  directions  of 
his  aged  and  timid  father,  who  stood  in 
such  dread  of  Castriot's  nocturnal  irrup- 
tions, that  be  Would  willingly  have  ki^t 
the  whole  hoH  under  arms  during  th^ 
ni^t.  But  this  counsel  Mahomet  dis- 
dained to  follow,  as  he.  scorned  to  stapdf 
in  auiCh  visible  dread  of  i^  pe(tty  marau-; 
o  4  der. 
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Undiinny«dsit  llie  raddm  apfKsmdw 
of  tfioi  tttned  iord^,  ^«iieM  te  expected 
to  meet  an  unguaided  9a&!Bi.y^  Gartriot 
made  the  first  onset,  when  the  bashaw 
StetdHb  gave  Ibe  signal  for  the  other  di- 
^km  M  joki  his  tMOps. 

llilft  w«s  ^icUy  ^kmo  by  ilasaBii[^4^ 
who  eMDmanded  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter; but  the  eohorts  of  the  weslem  mi 
tsonthetn  divisions  were  occupied  in  tilt 
attempt  to  repel  the  attacks  of  Alexia 
md  Hacneia,  who  bad  these  effected  a 
tddgi^met^t  wi^ifit  the  int«|ar  aitrencb- 
itieM. 

Castdot)  havhf^  a  superiorily  of  nam- 
bers,  and  pushing  fi^ward  witfc  resist- 
less impetubsityi  soMi  compelled  Skidah 
to  retreat  towittds  the  centre.  like  for« 
tune  attended  MieeffiMrts  of  the  prinee's^ 

fiiend 
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fifietid  and  kinsman  on  the  other  side:  the 
exposition  there  was  more  feeble  than, 
that  which  Castriot  had  experienced. 

Oglij  a  fevourite  eunudi  of  the  sultan» 
had  the  command  of  one  of  the  thou*- 
sands,  and  was  closely  pressed  by  Hame- 
asLf  who  was  delighted  to  be  a^in  En- 
gaged in  the  active  operations  of  war. 

Tlie  pusillanimous  eunndi,  whose  abi-. 
Uttes  were  much  better  calculated  ta 
eommand  the  mutes  and  daves  of  the 
sera^io  than  to  lead  troops  to  battler- 
soon  reti^ated,  and  the  soldiers  of  the 
bashaw  Rustan,  the  fourth  chieftain,  fol-» 
lowed  their  comrades'  example,  and  re- 
tired among  the  tents.  Here  they  main- 
tained a  skirmishing  engagement,  aU 
though  the  Epirots  still  gained!  ground. 

The  sleeping  soldiers  were  now  arous- 
ed,   and   hurry    and   alarm    prevailed 
throughout  the  .caiiSp.  The  «)j[diers,  who 
G  5  all 
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all  dreaded  Castriot,  firom  the  firm  be- 
lief  which,  they  entertained  that  be.  was 
in  alliance  with  an  evil  genius,  and  tl;at 
he  possessed  a  talisman  which  made  him 
invincible,  repaired  to  their  duty  with 
evident  reluctance. 

Sindah,  perceiving  his  utmost  efibrts 
to  repd  the  Epirot  chief  entirely  fruit- 
less,  dispatched  a  janizary  to  Mahomet^ 
acquainting  him  that  the  enemy  had  at- 
tacked the  encampment  in  different 
places,  and  that  their  numbers  consider- 
ably exceeded  those  of  himself  and  the 
ebieftains  appointed  to  co-operate  with 
him. 

When  Castriot  p^oeived  hb  foes  re- 
treating, he  pre^ssed  forwards,  and  shout- 
ed the  signal  of  his  dreadfhl  purpose— 
**  Blade  and  Brand  r  The  echoes  of 
this  war-cry  fromi  his  own  troops  were 
repeated  by  those  of  Alexis  and  Hamesa 
iirom  the  opposite  quarter. 

Seizing 
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fieizk^  a  tordi  fiom  the  handl  of  a 
soldier,  tiie  impetuoas  prince  nished 
into'  the  deaerted  tent  of  a  chieftain^ 
whose  costly  aod  airy  drapery  was  qtiick- 
ly  inflamed  by.  the  fires  -of  thQ  torch. 
The  cry  of  the  *'  Blade  andMrcrndT  was 
the  watchword  fen:  the  conflagration  of 
the  camp:  thcf  example  of  their  chief 
was  £[>Ho wed  hy  all  his  soldiers  who  bore 
torches,  and  the  destructive  elemen^^ 
rapidly  spread  through  the  whole  eastern 
isamp. 

The  form  of  Gastriot,  moving  amidst 
the  flames  of  the  butnii]^  tents,  ^ppear^ 
ed  like  thie  geraus  of  fire ;  his  polished 
armour  and  weapdns  kradiated,.  and  the 
waving  plumes  of  his  helmet  flashed  like 
beams  of  dazzling  lights  .while  he  seem^ 
ed  to  eommmid  the  elements  themselves j 
the  wind,  having  arisen  from  the  north,, 
drove  the  flames  towards^  the  centre  of 
the  camp.  •  > 

g6  Whilst 
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Wl^kt  the  dmdaa  MiiiuBkm  and 
tttiii^U;  oomiioiied  bf  tiie  conflagsatum 
spt^eirf  in  all  divectioiis^  the  voice  of  Ma* 
bmict  vms  heard  cot  wrating  the  wwaid* 
ice  of  bifr  genn^  and  troope;  while 
Ca^ibttitged  his  goldiers  by  his  am« 
mating  voice  and  gt^tave^  to  overaome 
tlii^  few  obstadea  that  intenwied  b&. 
twieen  llieiii  and  tibeir  grand  ^igect-^the 
ittiperial  pavilion. 

To  guard  its  sacred  precincts,  which 
the  troops  of  Alexis  and  Hamesa  had 
appt^oached  nearer  Htma  those  of  Cas- 
ttiot,  ill  the  Of^nstte  directioti,  Mahcv 
met,  with  hil;  hast9y«at»ed  Janimiei^ 
drove  bade  the  r^^ereaHitig  tioofa  of  Ogii 
and  Rnsten,  who  were  thiii  partiy  mn- 
pA\eA  md  partly  encouraged  agaan  te 
fttce  the  enemy.  With  tins  mmfoitee- 
sient  the  Epircts  in  their  tubi  were 
cdfknpelled  to  rett^at,  though  nobly,  and 
with  their  faces  to  the  foe. 

Driven 
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'  Diiven  back:  p>  the  IxMs,  tfaey  posted, 
tfaemselvas  behind  a  projecting  angle, 
aitd  thf^e  defied  the  attacks  of  IVla*: 
hornet,  who,  having  made  repeated  at*^ 
tempts    to    dislodge    and  drive   them 
across  the  treneh^at  length  desasted,  and 
httrTkig  1^  the  troops  to  keep  them  in 
check,  he  haatened  to  the  other^tiarj^er, 
where  Castriot  had  ^ned  txlore  ground: 
than  hia  dueft^s  had  lost. 

While  the  voice  of  Mahomet  was 
heard,  the  Turkish  chiefs  were  enabled 
to  make  the  soldiei^  stand  firmly  to  their 
weapons;  but  when  he  was  engaged  at 
a  distance,  they  no  k>t^er  oppoaed  the 
Epirots  with  cours^ge,  but  retreat^  as, 
though. their  strength  withet^ed  beSore 
4he  eaemy. 

The  imperial  pavilion  of  Amurath, 
and  the  tent  of  Mahomet,  situated  in 
tite  centre,  were  diVadbd  tiaai  the  nest  <^ 
the  camp  1^  a  tiendi  aiid  lines.    Heie. 

were 
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were  also  the  payffioBs  in  w£iich  the  divan 
was  held,  and  where  justice  was  daily 
administered,  and  a  splendid  suite  c£ 
tents  formed  a  seraglio. 

Along  the  lines  of  this  indosure  a 
guard  of  janizaries  patrolled  niglit  and 
'  day.  The  Turks  had  been  driven  before 
the  conquering  arms  of  Castriot  to  the 
hrink  of  the  second  eiitraidhimeBt,  when 
Mahomet  arrived  from  the  western  di- 
vision* 

Breathless,  and  fired  with  indignation, 
that  prince  returned  to  oppose  Castriot, 
and  beheld  his  troops  fbrmed  around  the 
imperial  indosure.  Hare  they  s€femed 
to  have  acquired  new  courage,  and  made 
a  successful  stand  against  the  Epirot 
chieftain  and  his  brave  soldiers. 

The  whole  body  of  the  Mahometans 
were  now  in  arini^  and  the  Epirots  must 
have  been  completely  and  icnmediatdy 

^surrounded ; 
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surrounded;  but  die  flames,  which  spread, 
rapidly  along  the  easte^ii  quarter  towards 
the  south,  not  only  protected  Castriot's 
forces  on  that  side,  but  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  great  part  of  the  army  in  at- 
tempts to  stop  its  ravages. 

Indignant  that  the  mighty  host  of 
Anuirath,  the  collected  armies  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  should  be  thus  braved 
by  a  petty  chieftain,  at  the  head  of  a 
handful  of  m«i,  Mahomet  commanded 
his  troops  to  follow  him  at  the  peril  of 
his  direst  vengeance,  ^nd.  advanced  with 
impetuosity  against  the  JBpirot  chieftain* 

Castriot,  perceiving  the  furious  ap- 
proach of  the  Turkish  prince,  .averted 
Ins  destructive  blade  from  the  meaner 
prey  on  which  he  poured  his  vengeance, 
and  bent  his  eaga:  steps  to  the  spot 
where  the  presence  of  Mahomet  rolled 
baok  the  tide  of  success  which  had  before 

/        borne 
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borne  him  triumphantly  and  rapidly  to- 
wards the  haven  of  his  desires. 


Mahomet,  who  was  by  no  means  de- 
ficient in  personal  couk^,  did  not  await 
the  attack  of  his  foe,  but  aimed  a  furious 
stroke  of  his  cimeter  at  the  heron-plumed 
crest  of  the  Epirot  chief.  This  Castriot 
dexterously  avoided,  and  was  about  to 
return  it,  when  the  weapons  of  his  nu- 
merous guards  were  raised  to  defend, 
their  prince. 

The  Christian  warrior  retreated  a  few 
steps,  but  not  before  his  resistless  arm 
had  inflicted  on  two  of  Mahomet's  fore- 
most janizaries  the  penalty  of  their 
rashness. 

Overpowered  by  the  numbers  whom 
the  dread  of  Mahomet  now  inspired  with 
factitious  courage,  Castriot  was  retreat- 
ing from  the  dangerous  position  he  had 

gained, 
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pmti^  when  liie  wi^knoim  ahtrnto  of 
kis  soldien  from  th^  westam  ^liurtw  aa^ 
ndunoed  theb*  near  appiMch  to  the  pio- 
posed  point  of  rendezvous^ 

Tnistni^  to  the  inferior  numbetv  of 
Akxii  and  HaiMM»  Mahomet  deemed 
them  seewe  in  tiimr  stnttif  poeition  as 
Ms  priiOners»he0ig  held  in  check  by  tiie 
«ra(^ofO|^ai)dRii8tan,w]th  thead^ 
dition  of  otiber  forces  from  the  a^yoining 
parts  of  the  camp. 

'  In  this  cgcpeotetion  tte  Tuikfah  com- 
mandn  tma  oompletdy  disappointed* 
Far  from  being  cemp^iled  to  nmain  asL 
ptisonen^they  quieUy  sallied  frem  their 
iMrest  behind  the  ai^e,  and  once  mot^ 
drote  the  fbroes  vf^o  vr&»  left  to.guard 
them  towards  the  osntfe. 

£lated  by  the  triumphant  aoekma* 
tions  of  his  friends,  the  impatient  prince^ 
pointing  to  the  imperiid  tmts,  uiged  his^ 

troops 
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fro^  t6vvwcb  thtft;  olg^ot,  oQnspkuaw 
by  its  lofty  elev«tk>iH  and  the  gjare  of 
the  dampa  which  burnt  Ibefote  it  con- 
tinually.^ 

As  he  rudbed  impetuously  onward^  it 
^BS  his  fate  to  elicounta:  Mahomet,  who 
detenmhed  now  to  take,  s^ial  venge- 
ance u^n  this  hated  foe^r  luid  at  one& 
taminate  a  contest  which  had  tarnished 
the  giories  of  his  father's  conquests^ .  and* 
covered  himself  with  dishonouf^ 

fUng^  hy  a  omilar  motive^  Castries 
vSho  db&erveA  that  the  presence  ^Ma** 
hornet  was  the  very:  soul  of  hii  host^  vt^ 
ticipated  the  littadc  of  that  claeF,  and- 
springing  upon,  tiiitt  with  im'  iK^ve 
bound,  he  aimed  a  ponderous  blow  at 
the  glittering  tmrban  of  this  foe.  The 
splendidly- ornamented  folds  of  which  it 
was  composed  broke  the  force  of  tibe 
stroke,  but  Plough  of  it  ^^ealdin^  t<> 
Intimidate  and  leni^ -Mahomet,  who 

recoiled 
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Mooiled  fiwn  the  tesistless  rengaatiat  «f 
Castriot  .  /  .  •  .  . 

Hassan^beg,  perceiving  ihe  Epirot 
pria^  preparing  to  follow  ap  this  ad- 
vantage  by  suoceasiye/blows,  diveoted  a 
stroke  of  lus  cimeter  from  behind  at  the 
warrior's  head.  The  wedpon  gkrioed 
from  his  polished  helmet,  but  descending 
on  his  shoulder,  penetrated  the  flesh,  and 
the  blood  followed  iii  cc^pious  streamf, 

*  Hegardlesa  of  his  wounds  the  undaunt^- 
«ii^rinc6  Btill'doalt  id^tructbn  amidst 
the  fites  df  the;  Modem  host.  Though  . 
the  8a|k<e8  -<^  Castriot  and  his  intrepid 
{(^ctwefs  thinned' the  sudoeasive  rahks 
that  opposed  their  progress*  the  constant 
supply  of  fresh  troops  from  the  cohorts 
0f  that  innuincirablfe  host,  wds  like  the  ra- 
pid suooessioi)  of  thi^  way^s  of  th6  oeeaoi 

"      •  »  .  *' 

Castrioty  perceivmg  it  vaia.to  con^ 

ten4  wit^  such  vast  nuttijbofti,  j^solned 

reluctantjiy 
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lives  of  his  faithfiil  subjects  urara  to* 
highly  prized  by  him  to  be  fruitlessly 
squandered  in  a  vain  attempt  to  pene- 
trate a  host  which  was  now  oak  its  guar! 
in  every  direolioii.  He  tfaorofere  order- 
ed tiie  signal  for  a  retreat  to  be  somide^ 
and  it  was  obeyed  with  order  and  pre* 
cisibn. 

The  Turks,  pfvoeiving  their  advantage, 
pressed  eagerly  forwards  to  prevent  the 
escape,  of  the  foe;  wlmn  they  now 
Ihought  entangled  in  the  toils.  The 
odnffict  now  faged  with  redoubled  fory  { 
but  the  Epiiots  Mffl  mainlalMd  good 
order  in  their  retMat^  and  Kadied  th* 
drtranehnetitt. 

Here^  to  the  indescribaUe  alarm  of  his 
itithful  sokKsis,  thehr  prinoe,  fidnt  witb 
the  loss  of  blood,  dropped  the  reins,  and 
would  haveftUen  from  his  steed,  had  not 
eount  Rudolph)  who  stood  near  him; 

supported 
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^pppoitdL  llim  k  kit  anns  ^vAnfe  a  Uttw 
was  hastily  formed^  and  lie  was  bom* 
pale  and  inanimate  to  the  rear. 

'  Count  Rudolph  tiowassunied  the  coiii*^ 
maud,  and  aftehr  a  despente  contesl,  rac^ 
oeeded  in  rearossMig  the  enteMchasents.' 
Here  Alexis  and  Hamesa  greatly  assist* 
ed  the  ntreat,  having  aliN>  heatd  atid 
&be ji«d  the  aigoai  of  die  pfhiae,  after 
imitdftufiiig  to^  the  daughtar  and  Ma-- 
ftttioii  of  the  Tuidsh  host. 

These  chieftains  leamt  with  de^  Mn^ 
row  the  state  of  their  beloved  prince,  and 
hastened  Hie  pgtmn  «o  the  raountttn* 
4km^  whew  the  soigeon  iqppHed  the. 
Boeessary  restoratives,  and  <»vexafi!^ing 
the  wound,  pronounced  it  far  fk)m  dan^- 
gerous,  not  affording  the  slightest  cause 
&r  ahum,  and  titatits  worst  eonsequenoe 
would  be  the  temporary  eonfitiement  eg 
tiie  patient.  An  ofMsfte  was  adhninister- 
ed  after  the  wound  was  dressed,  md  tii0 
'  i  fatigues 
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fr|jgu€s  and  oon  o£  CMnifr  wife  mnr 
iiiMhdd  inr  refiosa. 

Rejoicing  fit  the  surgeon's  report,  fa* 
vouraUk  even  beyondiifcheir  hopes,  th6 
E|nrot  chieftains  araemUedtb  consult 
on  tbdir  fitture  operatkms. 

'  Count.Rudolph  expressed  his  appre-^ 
heft^ons  thattbe  Turks,  convinoed  c£ 
the  ptimee's  inability  to  hea4  his  troops^ 
would  attack  the '  ctaip» .  and  counselled 
an  immediate  ^removal  Airther  into  the 
nooassi^.  of :  the  mountainisi. . 

To  this  ;the  b<M  Haines  >strong)y  oh* 
jeered  as  /savoiiringjof.:  cowardice  bub 
the  reply  QfA)$3gi;S.<|ukkly  rewpved  faia 

'-•.>'  .....       -i  .••.-•.• ,. 

'  The  Byzantine  hero  was^  well  awaie  of 
their  in&ripr  number^,,  and  .he  doubted 
their  ability  to  oppose  an  eilfoctua|  ce- 
sistanee  to  sudi  ai^  unnumbes;ed  host. 

He 
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^e  kncur  ^hafe  Ae  presenfce  efvCasliidt 
wa9  the  terror  of  fiie  iipdem  tro^i^pBUib 
the  nerve  of  his  army,  and  the  palliKdiutifi 
of  his  kingdom.  He  had  seen  thatna 
enterprise  was  too  great — no  attempt  too 
arduous,  for  his  soldiers  to  undertake 
when  led  by  their  successful  chief.  He 
had  also  beheld  the  dread  with  which  his 
foes  almost  invariably  shrunk  from  his 
ienible  arm. 

Mighty  as  was  the  prowess  of  Cas- 
triot,  the  superstiticm  of  the  Turks  cloth- 
ed him  with  supernatural  energies ;  and 
the  name  of  the  awful  angel  Azrael 
scarcely  possessed  more  appalling  powers 
than  did  that  of  the  irresistible  hero  of 
Epirus. 

It  was  therefore  detennined  by  the 
chiefs  to  strike  their  tents  with  the 
morning's  dawn,  to^^which  measure  the 
prince,  on  awakening  from  a  refreshing 

repose. 


d  by  Google 


144      .  UKAWDSm 

w|Hif,  gM^e  ]m»  «iMal^  •9(1  ib«  'Cles^ 


Aewxdiqglf  |>ut  unto  eMflution  mtl^ 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 


Wer't  not  bettor 
That  I  did  suit  me  aU  points  like  a 
A  gallant  cunle*aie  upon  my  thigh> 
A  boar-spear  in  my  hand  f 


While  her  heroic  Icxver  was  stretched 
OH  the  couch  of  sickness/ the  unftw-tu* 
nat^  princess  of  Athens  was  passing  the 
heavy  hours  of  the  eventful  night  in 
agony  of  soul.  She  had  been  awakened 
by  the  mingled  sounds  of  tumult  and 
terror,  which  suddenly  broke  the  dead 
silence  that  before  reigned  throughout 
the  camp. 

The   wild  exclamations  that  burst 
VOL.  iiL  H  upon 
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Upon  her  afirighted  ear  of—"  The  camp 
is  in  flames!"  were  mingled  with  the 
groans  of  the  wounded,  the  shouts  of 
the  combatants,  the  appalling  sound  oi 
deep-rolling  drums  and  hoarsely-braying 
trumpets,  and  the  neighing  and  tram* 
pling  of  war-horses. 

Amidst  the  tanrible  confusion  that 
prevailed  on  all  sides,  the  gentle  heart 
of  Zemyra  sunk  within  her,  and  the 
fatal  night  when  her  native  Athens  fell 
a  prey  to  the  vengeance  of  Mahomet 
rose  to  her  bewildered  imagination  in 
^11  its  horrid  colours.  She  endeavoured 
to  gain  intelligence  of  the  cause  of  this 
wild  uproar  by  summoning  her  atten- 
dants; but  they  had  fled  from  the  tent 
which  formed  her  anti-chamber  on  the 
cry  of  "  fire  !"  being  heard. 

She  retired  to  the  solitude  and  dark* 
ness  of  her  own  apartment  in  intolerable 

suspense. 
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suspense  and  sunk  upon  the  couch  in 
fearful  anticipation  of  new  evils. 

'  Suddenly  a  thought,  as  if  inspired  by 
Heaven,  flashed  upoq  her  mind.  Per- 
ceiving herself  unguarded  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  her  attendants,  she  formed  the 
resolution  of  attempting  an  escape  from 
the  camp ;  and  recollecting  having  ob- 
served the  dress  of  an  eunuch  lying  in 
the  outer  apartment  during  the  day, 
she  resolved  to  put  her  design  into  in- 
stant execution  by  assuming  that  dis- 
guise. 

Cautiously  she  explored  the  apart- 
ment, and  searched  the  spot  where  she 
had  seen  it  carelessly  lying.  What  a 
chilling  bolt  of  disappointment  thrilled 
through  her  heart  when  she  found  it 
was  removed!'  The  warm  hopes  with 
which  she  commenced  her  undertaking 
were  changed  to  despondence,  and  slie 
was  ready  to  retire  and  resign  the  en- 
H  2  terprise,. 
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terpnse,  when  flie  explosicm  of  a  distant 
magazine,  which  had  been  inflsmed  in 
the  conflagration,  caused  a  flash  of  light 
to  penetrate  the  tent-door,  and  the  eager 
eye  of  Zemyra  discovered  the  highly- 
prized  habiliments  suspended  near  the 
door. 

She  eagerly  seized  them  as  the  talfe-» 
man  of  her  happiness  and  safety,  and 
having  put  them  on  over  her  own  i^ght 
garments,  she  felt  as  confident  of  her 
safe  escape  as  if  already  without  the 
bounds  of  the  Turkish  encampment: 
having  conquered  this  firist  difficulty, 
she  seemed  to  consider  the  many  re- 
maining obstacles  she  had  yet  to  en- 
counter as  easily  to  be  surmounted. 

.  Inspired  with  hope,  Zemyra,  assuming 
as  intrepid  a  carriage  as  she  could,  is^ 
sued  from  the  tent,  and  gained  the  space 
in  front  of  the  sultan's  pavilion  uninter- 
rupted* 
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fupted.  There  the'bkae  of  the  lamps, 
whidi  w&e  continually  burning,  warned 
her  to  retire  behind  a  tent,  to  avoid  the 
observation  of  a  crowd  c^  people  whonir 
^e  «awadvaneiiig  into  the  area. 

From  ber  obscure  situation  she  saw 
the  inanimate  form  of  her  oppressor 
borne  between  his  soldiers,  while  the 
ahrmed  attendants  ran  wildly  towards 
tiie  saltan's  teilt  She  trembied  at  the 
sight;  but  being  near  the  gate  which 
divided  the  hnperial  enclosure  from  the 
camp,  i$he  embraced  the  qpportunity  of 
its  beifig  unguarded,  the  sentinels  having 
left  their  pdsts  in  dismay. 

She  now{>6roeived  the  towers  of  Croia 
by  the  light  of  the  burning  camp,  and 
attempted  to  direct  her  steps  to  the 
quarter  9ieamst  to  them :  but  here  the 
oonfilagration  ednipelled  h^r  to  retreat 
towards  4(be  oppoiite  direction. 

B  8  .  She^ 
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She  passed  through  the  avenues  of  the; 
camp  unheeded,  the  chieftains  and  the 
troops  heing  too  much  occupied  in  the 
tumultuous  conflict  of  that  eventful 
night  to  notice  the  motions  of  a  despised 
eunuch,  who  appeared  to  be  avoiding 
the  terrors  of  war  in  the  obscurest  cor- 
ners. 

Zemyra,  &voured  by  this  disguise, 
gained  the  lines  in  safety.  Here  she 
was  challenged  by  a  sentinel,  when,  giv- 
ing herself  up  for  lost,  she  ran  with  sdl 
tlie  i^eed  her  faltering  feet  possessed,  and 
gained  the  opposite  side  of  the  entrench* 
ment  through  a  breach  made  by  part  of 
the  troops  of  Alexis,  who  had  just  re^ 
treated,  in  obedience  to  the  signal  of 
their  prince. 

She  heard  the  soldier  exclaim,  as  she 
ran,  that  if  she  wished  to  run  into  the 
lion's  den,  he  would  not  stoj>  him  to  pre- 
vent it~-he  would  soon  be  in  the  enemy's 

power^ 
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power,  if  he  continued  to  run  in  that  di- 
rection. 


•  These  words  of  the  sentinel  reassured 
the  alarmed  princess,  by  ccmVincing  her^ 
how  well  the  diguise  {protected  her,  and 
by  iiiforming  her  that  the  Epirot  forces 
were  near.  In  the  hope  of  falling  in 
with  them,  she  pressed  eagerly  forwards 
in  the  same  direction,  as  nearly  as  she 
could  guess,  and  soon  ,was  beyond  the 
precincts  of  the  encampment    [ 

The  ground  which  she  now  traversed 
became  covered  with  wood,  and  she  per- 
ceived that  the  Epirots  must  have  di- 
verged from  their  former  track,  as  the 
sounds  which  at  first  had  guided  her 
were  heard  no  more. 

In  the  fond  expectation  of  arriving  at 
her  lover's  camp,   or  of  .encountering 
some  Epirot  troops,  the  trembling  prin- 
cess continued  to  proceed.    Orken  she 
H  4  stopped 
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stepped  to  lifiteii^  fsaicymg  idie  beard 
distant  voices  of  soldiers,  when  the  windl 
sighed  amidst  the  trees  of  the  forests 
Fsequently  die  l^eught  she  discovered 
the^fttchfires  of  the  camp  in  the  twin- 
klii^  of  a  star  seen  thcough  the  foliage* 

Amidst  these  unaccustoQied  hardships^ 
the  certainty  ^f  having  C8cq>ed  ^eater 
and  unknown  evils  from  the  power  of 
Mahomet,  8Uf3K>rted  her  spirits  in  a  si- 
tuation whose  terrc»:8  and  difficulties 
would  have  appalled  stouter  hearts  thaa 
are  usually  found  in  a  soft  feminine  bo- 
som. But  what  efforts  will  not  a  vir- 
tuous female  make  to  ^y  firom  the  dan- 
gers  that  contkiually  threaten  whilst  m 
the  toils  of  a  bmta>  tyrant !  The  sor- 
rows of  Zemyra  were  comjtarative'hap-. 
piness ;  lesser  evils  were  swallowed  up  in 
the^up^dor  bliss  of  b^g  safe  firom  A^ 
persecutiiuis  of  Mahomet.. 

The  beams  of  mon&iiig  at  length 

smiled: 
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snoled  uptm  the  wanderer,  and  diA^ver- 
ed  ihe  stupendous  scenery  by  whidi  she 
was  smrouitded.  Huge  and  precipitous 
mountains  rose  almost  perpendicukt'ly, 
pcfintingtbeir  bare  summits  to  the  clouds; 
deeply-dbutded  woods  dothed  the  sides,^ 
and  a  toirent^  wiiote  focky  channel  was 
aupplied  from  their  ibuntains,  munhut'^ 
ed  tbtoogh  ibe  centre  of  the  glen^  heard,, 
but  unseen,  amidst  concealing,  sedges. 

The  repo^oT  the  scene  was  cdnsoling. 
tp'  Zemyra's  soul,  whidi,  harassed  in« 
sitinitions  of  tumult  ahd  destruction,  eit- 
joysd  with  double  zest  the  peacefuK 
(xnxtrstst  of  this  romantic  solitude.  Her^ 
ciisons  ascended  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, . 
and  she  fSt,  confident  that  the  power, 
who  had  de&Tet^  h^  from  repcSatedv 
dangers  trould  stSl  uphold  ahd  protect, 
her  fiom  evik 

In  tins  assurance  she  climbed  an  emi^ 
Roioe,  whence  she  thought  the  towers^ 

H5.  of:. 
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ofCrcm  might  be  visible;  but  notfamg, 
met  her  view  but  a  succession  of  hiBsP 
and  Woods,  and  it  seemed  sii^cely  cre- 
dible that  she  had  wandered  in  a  few 
hours  to  a  region  so  sequestered.  She 
could  almost  suppose  that  an  invisible 
power  had  transported  her  from  the 
abodes  of  slaughter  and  tumults  to  scenes 
of  innocence,  tranquillity,  and  content 

As  the  fair  wanderer  advanced  along 
the  vaUey,  she  approached  a  cottage, 
whose  lowly  thatch  was  protected  by 
the  foliage  t)f  a  lofty  beech.  The  door 
stood  invitingly  open,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  hut,  internal  and  external^ 
bore  tokens  of  desertion.  The  few  ar- 
ticles of  rude  furniture  that  mmained  lay 
oardessly  scattered  in  the  floor,  as  if  the 
occupiers  had  fled  in  such  haste  as  pre* 
vented  their  removal  or  concealment. 

Having  secured  the  docnr,  she  sought 
a  temporary  repose  on  a  rustic  bench, 

and 
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and  fiitigue  overcoming  her  apprehen- 
sions, she  quickly  forgot  her  cares  in 
profound  sleep. 

-'  She  arose  greatly  refreshed  from  the 
rough  pellet,  and  again  commenced  her 
uncertam  journey,  supporting  her  steps 
by  a  short  hunting  spear  whidi  she  found 
in  the  deserted  cottage.  A  few  wild 
fruits,  and  a  draught  of  crystal  water, 
pure  from  its  natural  hasiii,  constituted 
3  frugal  repast,  and  with  recruited 
strength  and  renovated  spirits  she  pur- 
sued her  toilsome  route,  ip  the  direction 
which  she  fondly  hoped  would  quickly 
bring  her  to  the  havfen  of  rest— the  camp 
of  her  hero,  , 

She  mounted  hill  after  hill,  expecting 
each  would  be  the  last  that  intervened 
between  her  and  the  object  of  her  semcbi 
but  was  doomed  to  experience  repeated 
disappointments. 

H  6  With 
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With  treublmg  BfpptAenAm  sfie  be^ 
hdd  the  sun  dedming  towards  tbe  w- 
giona  of  the  west,  and  shrunk  with  hcnr-^ 
ror  at  the  thought  of  again  braving  the 
teirors  of  night  amidst  the  s<£tary  vild& 
hf  iwJudi  she  saw  henelf  8um>uBded. 

Raady  to  sink  faeneatb  the  hettt* 
oppressing  effects  <^  hope  defended,  and 
the  anticipaticm  of  fiiture  and  aggravated 
dangers,  she  at  length  disooyered  what 
a]qs»eaied  a  lately-trodden  path,,  winding 
s^OBg  the  side  of  a  heathy  hiU,  and  ea- 
gerly pursued  it,  in  the  hope  that  it 
slight  lead  to  some  human  habitatioh. 

She  had  not  proceeded  farbe£lre  tiie 
decfivity  became  so  great^that  it  was 
with  difficulty  she  kept  her  footing. 
The  vdiey  below  was  contracted  into  a 
narrow  glen,  through  which  a  torrent 
was  heard  foaming  over  the  trnpedimeiits 
which  fell  from  the  precipices  and  ob- 
structed its  course. 

Zemyra'a 
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Zeaijrra'sk  progress  heve  se^oiied  iosiuu. 
ttoimtebly  impeded  by  two  beetlk^ 
racks  riang  {>erpelMil30ii}arly  oh  either 
sute  of  die  Talley .  Gloomy  indeed  w^re 
hm  reflections  in  this  phce  of  dpeadAil* 
snUimity,  where  naturc  reigned  in  ller 
noKt  sarage  ai^ect :  nothiog  interrupted: 
tke  soHtude  but  the  roaring  of  tfae  toiv 
i^ent  darkly  rushing  along  the  profound, 
fliqrsa;  and  Ae  aun  had  just  disappeared 
behind  the  precipitoits  c«^s»  leaving  the 
valley  enveloped  in  sombre  shadow^  and 
seeming  to  exdude  hor  from  light  and 
hope. 

She  stall  pursued  the  path,  whiidi  pass-^ 
ed  dose  beneath  the  threatening  preci- 
pice^  and  on  turning  a  sharp  pregectin^ 
rock  she  found  hersdtf'  upon  one  ex- 
trenaity  of  a  ruidely-foraied  bridge^  com- 
posed of  huge  trees  thrown  across  the 
chasm. 

'  Here  a  beautifully  wooded  ¥de  lay 

spread 
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Spread  at  her  feet,  and  richly  gilded  by 
the  bright  beams  of  the  setting  sun, 
formed  a  strong  contrast  to  the  gloofny 
dell  from  whence  the  hapless  Zemyra 
htfd  j\ust  emerged.  But  the  object  that 
was  more  delightful  to  the  eyes  of  the 
wanderer  than  the  richest  landsci^es 
that  poets  could  feign  x>r  painters  delir 
neate,  was  the  sight  of  her  Castriot'a 
camp,  whose  white  tents  she  discerned 
among  the  crags  and  dingles  o£  the  ap^ 
posite  hill* 

How  buoyant  are  the  spirits  of  youthl 
Zemyra  was  at  once  elevated  from  de-^ 
spondency  to  joy,  and,  regardless  (tf  the 
rugged  track  that  still  intervened,  she 
bounded  across  the  bridge,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  her  hunting  spear,  sur- 
mounted the  difiioulties  of  the  way  with 
strength  and  perseverance  becoming  her 
masculine  attire. 

A  wooded  eminence  now  hid.  the 

camp 
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camp  from  her  view;  but  having  con- 
quered this,  Zemyra  perceived  th«  tents 
of  the  Epirots  immediately  below,  whilst 
the  shades  of  &st  approaching  twilight 
obscured  the  valley  beneath. 

She  hesitated  for  a  moment  while  she 
contemplated  with  delight  the  long^ 
sought  encampment,  which  now  was 
within  her  immediate  reach.  She  was 
about  to  emerge  from  the  embowering 
shade  of  the  grove,  when  she  beheld  a 
body  of  Turks  rush  from  amoDg  the  trees, 
and  overwhelming  the  sentinels,  enter 
the  precincts  of  the  camp,  which  was 
only  separated  by  a  small  space  &om  the 
verge  of  the  wood. 

With  perturbed  feelings  Zemyra  be- 
held thear  progress  opposed  by  the  single 
arm  of  her  heroic  lover.  The  wounded 
prince  had  awakened  refreshed  from  a 
sound  sleep,  when  the  dashing  of  wea^ 
pons  near  his  tent  burst  upon  his  ear. 

Regardless 
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fiegodless  of  the  remotMkittAces  ef 
kis  uttendinvfis,  he  hestiiy  tbrenv  cm  a 
lailitey  tlotk,  mid  mKii^  4iis  tmsfsy 
nbre,  lie  rushed  upon  ilie  unexpbcted 
foe. 

Zetnyra,  from  iter  eontarikU  ^tuatfon, 
WW  hhn  profitraite  two  at  hb  &M,  w4ieii 
the  tlurd  who  attacked  him  being  dis- 
armed, claspied  his  kneei,  and  in  eager^ 
dtepahrhteougfat  him  in  pitjr  to  apar^  his 
life. 

The  gtineroin  prince  airested  the 
sword  aboot  to  desiseind  upon  his  enemy,, 
and  this  moment  of  mercy  did  1^  diief 
of  the  ambush  seke  to  aim  a  blow  ficsn 
behind  at  the  head  of  Castriot 

The  agom^  Zemym  beheU  the  me- 
ditated stroke,  and  obeying  the  iikipaise 
of  her  heart,  which  left  her  no  lime  for 
feminine  &iur8,  idie  firmly  grasped  lier 
huntiifig  ipear/  atad  wftft  tbe  rapidity  of 

an 
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an  arrow  flew  'firoin  her  place  of  con<- 
oealment. 

The  .Turk  had  abeady  lifted  his  wea- 
pon with  determined  coolness,  and  the 
life  of  Castriot  hung  upon  a  thread, 
when,  with  all  her  collected  strength^ 
Zemyra  plunged  the  spear  into  the  war- 
riort  side. 

Prone  fell  the  wounded  chief,  and 
Castriot  beheld  the  imminent  danger  he 
had  escaped,  by  the  timely  interposition^ 
of  a  stranger's  weapon. 

Exhausted  with  the  effort,  and  op- 
pressed with  varied  sensations,  Zemyra 
sunk  senseless  upon  the  ground.  Cas- 
triot commanded  her  to  be  removed  into 
his  pavilion,  though  unconscious  of  her 
sex,  and  of  her  claims  to  his  care:  but 
before  this  command  could  be  obeyed  by^ 
the  soldiers  who  now  h^tened  from  all 
parts  of  the  catnp  to  the  assistance  of 

theit 
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their  prince,  the  Turks  had  seized  and 
borne  the  unconscious  Zemyra  into  the 
Woods  as  their  prisoner,  finding  it  in 
vain  to  attempt  any  further  mischief 
against  the  Epirots. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


^^*^^^*^^^^<^ 


**  la  it  nbt  glorious 
Thus  to  appal  the  bold,  meet  force  with  fury, 
And  push  yon  torrent  back,  till  every  wave 
Flee  to  its  fountain?" 

When  Mahomet  discovered  the  flight 
of  Zeniyra,  his  rage  was  unbounded^ 
and  the  attendants  and  guards  of  the 
women's  apartments  felt  the  effects  of 
his  unbridled  fury. 

While  the  camp  was  yet  in  the  great* 
est  disorder  from  the  recent  attack  of  the 
EpirotSy  he  dispatched  troops  in  every 
direction  to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  fair 
fugitive.  The  disguise  which  had  fa- 
voured 
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voured  h»  escape  was  discovered  and 
the  furious  prince  promised  a  large  re- 
ward to  the  soldier  who  should  bring 
back  the  captive. 

The  most  diligeirt  raaidi  was  made  in 
vain,  Zemyra  having  accidentally  pur- 
sued such  an  unfrequented  route  as  ef- 
fectually secured  her  frcAn  her  enemies 
pursuit. 

The  suggestions  of  Moneses  at  length 
somewhat  allayed  the  fury  of  Mahometi 
He  advised  en  knmeiMate  ifttack  to  be 
made  upon  the  Epiiot  camp,  where  he 
would  encounter  a  feeble  renstanoe  from 
scddiers  whoae  dorliog  dsef  eould  no 
k>nger  appear  at  their  head ;  if  Zemym 
had  taken  refuge  with  her  lover,  he 
wonU  «gain  have  her  in  his.pewer^  or 
a  she  h»i  escaped  to  CroSa,  that  city 
would  soon  &ft  a  p«ey  to  his  victorious 
acms. 

Mahomet 
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Mahomet  readUy  believed  liie  arga- 
fnaits  of  Moneses,  oongenial  as  th^ 
were  to  his  own  wislies>;  and  a  strong' 
body  of  horse  and  foot  was  immediate)^ 
put  in  motion  to  assail  the  camp  of  the 
wounded  prince,*  which  he  commanded 
in  person* 

Had  not  his  puipose^  been  frostcated 
by.  the  flight  of  the  princess  of  Athemr^ 
Mahomet  had  resolved  to  wreak  cm  hec 
d^enceless  personthe  vengeance  which 
he  feared  to  execute  on  her  lover,  and 
"pietce  the  heart  of  Castriot  thiough.her 
whom  he  prized  above  life. 

Ambition  was  now  the  weakest  okp 
tive  that  influenced  the  actions  of  Ma- 
hornet ;  and  had  it  been  possible  for  him 
to  have  gained  undisturbed  possession^ 
of  the  dominions  of  Epuus  without 
being  revenged  on  Castriot  and  the  hated 
daughter  of  Ducaris,  he  would  have  re- 
jected the  terms  with  dbdain* 

Burning, 
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Burning  with  desire  of  vengeance,  he 
led  his  army  towards  the  mountam$, 
guided  to  the  object  of  his  expedition 
by  the  recreant  duke  of  Albania. 

On  his  approaching  the  fiamp,  at  the 
dose  of  the  day,  he  detached  a  party  of 
infantry  to  ascend  by  a  circuitous  path 
through  the  woods,  with  instructions  to 
reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  attack  them,  should  they  surprise 
them  unprepared  for  resistance. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  the 
sanjak  who  led  the  party,  having  pro- 
ceeded with  the  ^eatest  caution,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  verge  of  the  wood 
unperceived:  from  thence  he  observed 
that  the  extremity  of  the  camp  was 
slightly  guarded,  and  be  instantly  rush- 
ed into  the  encampment,  as  has  been  be- 
fore seen. 

The  courage  of  Zemyra  pn^jeded  the 

life 
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life  of  her  hero,  but  was  fatal  to  her  own 
liberty.  One  of  the  soldiers  instantly 
reoogriized  the  eunuch  for  whom  prince 
Mahomet  had  promised  such  a  large  re- 
ward, and  at.the  peril  of  his  life  he  seiz- 
ed  thc^  hapless  princess,  and  with  his 
comrades  effected  a  speedy  retreat  into 
their  place  of  ambush. 

Fearful  of  surprise  from  unseen  num* 
bers,  tl^e.  Epirot  chieftain  would  not 
permit  his  troops  to  pursue  the  foe  into 
the  wood^ ;  yet  he  felt  great  regret  that 
he  could' not  repay  his  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  mysterious  youth  to  whose  time- 
ly interposition  he  ow^d  his  life.  How 
would  his  heart  have  bled  to  know  that 
the  lovely  being  whom  he  held  most  dear 
had  exposed  herself  to  the  deadly  dmeters 
of  the  Turks  for  his  safety,  and  was 
again  in  the  hated  power  of  Mahomet ! 

But  this  exquisite  misery  was  spared 
him,  nor  did  Zemyra  return  to  a  con- 

sdqusness 
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Bcioiuiiess  of  her  aituatieii  tiU  she  wm 
placed  on  a  spleidid  sofa  in  the  tent  of 
her  imperial  oppressor,  whithar  he  had 
ordered  her  to  be  conveyed,  as  so^m  as 
the  grateful  intelligence  of  her  behig 
once  more  \ub  captive  was  commtnieated 
to  him. 

The  exulting  ][»ince  huled  this  un- 
hoped-for event  as  an  omen  of  future 
success,  and  he  antidpoted,  with  re*^ 
newed  confidence,  the  consummation  of 
his  vengeance  on  the  unfortunate  prim 
cess  of  Athens  and  her  hated  lover. 

A  strong  body  of  cavalry,  undi^  the 
command  of  the  traitorous  Moneses,  was 
the  escort  of  Zemyra  to  her  fbrm» 
dreaded  prison,  and  that  chieftain  had 
received^  the  strictest  orders  from  Maho^ 
met  to  observe  every  precaution  to  pre* 
vent  a  second  escape  of  his  intended  vic- 
tim. 

The 
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over  the  plain  tln^  ^tre^o^  ^x«p  Um| 
mountain  on  whose  aodivity  Castriot 

glilliei^  Um}  )»9ew  afofvied  I^y  ibe  ambus* 
otdOi  iHMMcUakiEilT  dianatdied  scoutft  ta 

vriis  tiiiM  ap^r^Kii  of  ^  wwty's  iqfh 
IMBfud)  b^rg  1^  «»t«jFf)^  the  p^n. 

On  iKoeliring  ^  loMligf^Q^  h^  Wada 
lihe  mo9t  ju4iaQ«8  i^rt^ta^vns  £x  the 
«Minhg  QonSi^l;,  wtti^i  ^  isppfitieQt 
MaboiMt  ^cmmmttd  mth  the  first 
iMtima.of  miming,  by  leading  in  per$»(»^ 
his  infimtry^Mjp  ^  ta^  wUb  <U|i  vat^  to 
storm  the  Epixot's  camp. 

T)m  .fk^^m^  wm  vw^^se^  totally. 
ahort&ve  by  the  lyrmnew  and  eourage  of 
ii»  soldiers  of  Casfiiot;  and  when  the 
Turka  b^cAd  the  lofty  pUi^e  of  tha^ 
boQ^  towQDiv  4>vfr  the  fadmets  of  bis 
tro(^>s— when  they  saw  t^  ^btl^^i 

TjDL.  IIL  I  '       flash 
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^ash  of  his  sabre,  all  thdr  superstitious 
ftars  appeared  realized. 

Thrice  was  the  attack  mewed  by  Ihe 
raging  Mahomet;  and  when  bis  ooliecfc> 
ed  numbers  were  repulsed  a  fourth  time, 
he  was  almost  ready  to  &11  into  the  CfpU 
nion  of  his  subjects,  (bat  his  foe  was  in- 
leagued  iwith  and  protected  by  the  evil 
genii,  whose  chief  delight  was  to  thwart 
the  designs  of  the  followers  of  the  true 
prophet.  How  else  could  the  chief,  whom 
he  had  known  a  few  hours  since  home 
from  the  field,  apparently  mortally 
wounded,  so  quickly  rise  to  chedk  his 
career  in  the  path  of  victory? 

Urged  by  the  united  voices  of  JEIame- 
sa  and  Alexis,  and  perceiving  the  ardent' 
desire  of  his  army  to  pursue  the  advan* 
tage  he  had  gained,  Castriot  soared 
his  prudence  to  be  overcome,  and  led 
his  troops  against  the  retreating  Turin 
into  Ihe  plain. 

This 
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r  This  movement  was  beyond  the  hopes 
of  Mahomet,  who  exclaimed  to  his  ba- 
shaws that  the  hour  of  vengeance  was 
at  length  arriyecL— '*  Devly  shall  the 
proud  usurper  rue  his  transient  triumph !". 

He  accordingly  extended  his  line,  and 
ordering  the  heavy  cavalry  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  each  extremity,  presented  a 
fcrmidaUe  front  to;  the  comparatively 
«mall  bapd  of  Albanian  heroes.  m  - 

The  prince  now  perceived  and  regret- 
ted the  rashness  of.  hijs  conduct:  but  it 
was  tpQ  late  to  retreat — the  conflict  was 
bcsoome  general,  and  raged  with  despct- 
rate  fury  on  both  sides.  The  fortune  of 
Castrio^  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops 
(each  individual  contending  like  an  he- 
roic chieftain,  and  every  chief  battling 
as  if,  Uie  issue  of  the^  day  depended  on 
liis  individual  prowess)  formed  a  balance 
against  the  numbers  of  Mahomet,  and 
the  supei;i9rity  of  his  cavalry. 
",.j  I  Si  Regardless 
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Regardless  of  his  wound,  wlifch  at  a 
less  eventful  crisis  would  hav«  confined 
him  to  his  tent,  Castriot  was  seen  in 
every  part  of  the  flrfd;  While,  at  hi* 
side,  Alexis,  Hlce  his  guardihn  ingel^ 
constantly  attended,  to  ward  off  the 
blow  aimed  at  the  6iend  of  his  «ou!,  the 
champion  of  Epiras. 

Success^  which  had  lottg  fippearedl 
doubtful,  now  evidently  htttig  i^vet  the 
banners  of  the  Moslem  host.  Mahomet, 
by  a  sudden  m^oeutre,  had  flunked  the 
Epirots  on  both  isidesj  prmee  Hanies^ 
who  had  attempted/to  tepulse  the  iil- 
roads  of  the  cavalry,  was  borne  to  the 
jrear,  desperately  wounded ;  Count  Ru- 
dolph quickly  fbilowed  him,  covered 
with  Wood  and  numercnA  wounds.  • ' 

These  advantages  of  the  Turks  were 
dearly  purchased;  but  the  unrelenting 
Mahomet  regarded  little  the  sacrifice  of 
the  bashaw  or  the  janiiaiy,  tKfe^  «anjrffe 

•  1  "  or 
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^  t4)e  jf»hi»  if  tibepr  oprses  advanced 
biai  4H)f  St^  fuir^her  m  the  road  to 
vengpa^e  aiid^  ambitioi^    . 

..  AH  Ajj^pc^arei}  nptjir  lost  The  Turkish 
hosts  had  completely  surrounded  their 
devoted  victims,  and  the  glory  of  Epi- 
fua  appeared  about  to  be  obscured  for 
jev^r*  Mahomet^  lUos  the  deadly  tiger, 
«nad^  hi^  gsa^ual  i^pproaches,  before  he 
^^uld  take  tlie  fatal  spring  upon  hi$ 
e^rttua  $f^y,  resolv^  that  Castnot 
should  not  elude  his  determined  grasp* 

fTliMll;  ^i^  perc6ivii}g  nothing  but  a 
ide^pecatfe  ^^rt  <x>i4d.  save  his  army 
iVoHa  utter  dte^ruction,  secured  in  the 
nefur  a  $afe  retreat  to  the  camp  for  his 
wounded  frieiK^  9nd  subjects,  while  he 
jOCCHpied  the  Attention  of  tlie  enemy  in 
j^fopt  Th^R  faddr^ssi^g  p  few  words 
'to  bi$  sdldlcra,  \^  reminded  them  of 
-th^  ijttoeesdful  ^soap^  from  the  toils  of 
4he  fx,  wiie^«Arcfta)4«d.m  their  camp; 
I S  and 
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and  being  answered  with  ardour  hf 
those  near  him^  he  command^  them  to 
assume  the  form  of  a  wedge;  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  Alex- 
is, he  placed  himself  in  the  &ee  of  dan- 
ger at  its  point     '.    ' " 

With  a  shout  that  w^s  ech<^  fi»oiti  ^ 
thousand  surrounding  rocks,  the  galkmt 
prince  impetuously^  .rushed  t<^^i¥dr(is  that 
division  of  the  Turldsh-arfaiy  wh^re  the 
green  standard  announced  the  [presence 
of  Mahomet. 

Amazed  at  the  boldAess  of  the  foe, 
whom  they  had  already  looked  Upon  as 
their  prisoners,  the  foremost  t*anks  made 
a  feeble  and  brief  resistance;  but  the 
phalanx  of  janizaries  that  surrounded 
their  prince  was  a  barrier  of  greater  dit 
ficulty.  Yet  this  eould^6t  long  retafd 
the  progress  of  the  Etpitots,  led  on  and 
animated  to  deeds  of  heroism  by  thek 
fearless  and  intrepifd '  cM^f  ;  and  after  a 

'  c  I  most 
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mo^t  sanguinary  conflict^  they  pene- 
trated the  last  rank  of  their  formidable 
enemies. 

Mabometbeh^t  wit^i  xnijogled  rage 
and  disappointment,  the  daring '  enter- 
prise of  the  hated  Epirot.  Tp  retrieve, 
if  possible,  the  ^vai^tagp  he,  had  lost, 
he  commanded  the  whole  of  his  im- 
jQense  body  of  cavdry  tp  intercept  the 
retreat  of  the  Epirots  to  the  mountain. 

Had  success  attended  this  evolution^ 
the  patriot  b^nds  iqust  have  fallen  a  sa- 
crifice, before  the  superior  numbers  of 
the  TurkS)  and  the  freedonx  of  Epirus 
would  have  jf^m.  lost  for  ever.  < 

But  Victory,  as  if  resolved  to  remu- 
nerate her  &yourite  hero  for  her  tempo- 
J9tcy  derelif^tion  of  his  ^  banners,  now 
crowned,  his  ai:ms  with  unparalleled  ho- 
Boum;  by  a  sudden  and  imexpe^csKed  e)^ 
14  fort. 
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fort,  lie  m^eik  a  dSffdeellilefl  kiMI>ess{ld« 
by  tbfe  Turks. 

The  Epirots,  nimble  as  the  chamois 
of  tfaeur  hiUs,  billowed  tSieilr  iibM,  and 
lb«  whde  band  S^ras  qikickly  fyt  dut  of 
the  readi  of  tibe  Midionaetan  btittiry. 
He  now  raltied  in  front  of  his  laiCMnp- 
ment,  and  opposed  an  effe<itoal  i^M- 
ance  tolbe  reeled  AfeteihpiSi  of  Mtiktt. 
met  to  dislodgie  hii^  it^tn  hb  ^tUttm- 
tageous  position. 

The  approach  of  tiighliftlle6gib  fcdftN 
pelted  the  TiifldA  <c^ie^  td  Mst  iWm 
the  fturtber  pttJSR^teuftoh  ^  hk  lAebigns, 
which  he  )re«bl>i^  tb  <Kkte#  #i<lk  thb 
earliest  dawn  of  morning. 

Wbite  <li%  t<iiM^6  'tiulMdtled  Wifib  «<»■ 
biiffot  Siaetititet^  to  the  ne^MHity  <)f 
-sipenfdih^  tiie  ni^  aiftMilt  llie  ttfhos^ 
tal)te)fitBlii«)sse«  tftW^w&eMBSk^,  the  «ii^ 

wearied 
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HsMiY^'iCagtriot  exeottted  lihe  plan  in 
Jirhioh  lieliad'beifdi^  ^be^n  failed.  His 
iottfdiy^liiid'JbMn  but  ^tittle  engaged  in 
^dye  JCKltffliGt  i^f  ^  3|ia9t  dty»  abd  were 
therefore  more  competent  to  the  daring 
enterprise  in  which  he  employed  them. 

Hiihrkig'^^tftttted'his  camp  to  the 
j0are  i^liit  firi^d'jLfleRis,  ^e  proceeded- 
^Wi|«h  Ms  JDtl)Mhii  #om  wbic^  province 
^^cavdlty'  wafi^  pri*idpiWy  selected),  by 
4he  %ht^«dB)rdd[:Him  hy  l^e  counties 
iestb^^f^a  (^dk«[8'^iiii[iieT9t  ^rou^ 
well-known^  palbs  tliey  quidkly  feadhed 
the  camp  of  the  Turks,  whose  nume- 
^m'  tilts' weite  -now^tieiseited'  by  4he 
llift^^^rtkn^of'thi^  tekiante. 

\  it*MW  nearly  'midnight,  and  the  sol* 
-4^1^  ^wWe  buried  in  wpose,  -dreaming 
^"^notlfing'le^  than  JCdstri0t[^  whot]|. 
'^)^^p]^sed  M^emet  <had  either  to^ 
4s^.  "vnn^uiisked, '  ^  ^wos  ptmuing  ta 
the  utmost -eerifines  ^of  *i&  l^ngdom. 
^- ^  ^  1 5  The 
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The  tentineU  were  tbanefore  thibly  scat- 
tered aloAg  the  fine^  &:fthest  £Ma  the 
dty,  fmd  the'  Bpifots  eiu»ulit^:ed  small 
opposition  in  eiressiilg  ithe  entreadi* 
m^its.  : 


The  alarm- drum  roused  the  Turks 
from  sleep,  and  the  unwdpomg  intelli- 
gence spread  thrdugh  the^  <dnip^  that 
their  dreaded  fpe  was  fereing  h^  irre- 
sistibly way  to  the  sultan's,  tent  •  Thi$ 
th^ti  was  their  rallying  po^t,  and  a]0 
.  flocked  eagwly  to  defend'  the  person  of* 
their  sick  and  aged  emperon    . 

t 
But  Castriot  thirsted  not  fot  the  blood 
of  Amur^th,  many  a^  had  been  th^ 
wrongs  be  had  suffered  from  the  Turkish 
sultan.  With  the  rapidity  of  lightning 
he  rushed  towards  the  tents  which  comr 
posed  the  seraglip  of  Mahomet,  Tiie 
eunuch  guards  were  quickly  overpower* 
ed,  and  the  imperial  hareoa  W4is  e^pp(Be4 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Epirots. 

With 
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With  a  bhaiiig^toiieh^  C«8tm^ 
jeirdung  for  liis  bdoved  Zeinyn»  ex* 
plored  tent  aftar  itent  in  Tain^  wbenat 
lenjgth  he  dncovere^  deepii%  on  a  coueik 
to  which  he  was  dunned,  the  Tery  youtk 
who  had  faved  hialife  on  the  precedii^ 
day.        ' 

Gratitude  impelled  him  to  deliver  him 
benefiictor  Aom  the  punishment  which 
he  oonduded  would  be  his  fiiDe  fix-  the 
feiM  action.  With  a  migl^ty, stroke' of 
his  sabre  he  seveted  the  dbain^  when'the 
jouth^  startup  from  tiie  couc^  disoo^ 
Tered  to  the  astonished  and  dehgfatodl 
prince  hi&  lost*  lamented  Zemyia!: 

•*  Where,  where  am  I  ?^  exdbdmedl 
l^e  agitated  princess,^  in  hurried  aosents.. 
■•  Can  you  be  my  Castriot  ?— No  I  no !-— , 
it  was  but.a  vision  of  delight^  to  mock 
the  miserable,  lost  Zemyra !" : 

<<  it  is  no  vision,^  no'  d^u»o^/'  cried 

the  pince,  clasping  her  in  his  eager  em*- 

1 6  braces 
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mrhMMte  the  cdletiled  ipSmet  -ni  :A«fc»- 

«i««dv4dBf  ^diie^  '*  ynd«elMli  ^ivfitl  rbe  fan 
age,  till  my  beloved  is  fiir  fiwn  dangtr 
and  tiiese  hated  pavilions." 
.■ !  -I---  .:  :  .:  :  "  '  :  ■'  .  ; 
;!  ,Tiie  a^oribs  wew!  tnonv  leottflotM,  46 
«fi|>Qiid  their^tteat;  oCrtfaeaitvAdihe;  ehief. 
'^ba|r.-ctouM.  li&«e  «iMJW^  the  ^Bo||to* 
«ifja'tii1]adcir1»dk>^tii«qfnl«iioeei8«  fiR; 
mmib^htfot  ^hatAe  -fidt  «t:4hat<  aio- 
faatiitfidte  idttrtr  ib»  ffatea  tiite)«ltsa«^ 
dom  dr«XMtMd».        . 

,  Th6  iHah^iHeliMs,  iMiambMf)fi''fa«ste 
lo  rev9nge^e(bNld<aaaa«rlt  bf  the  .B^ 
toU»  tsheixpk  ^%eta  tbe'witiifeiiiog  HxtsuA 
M.<s»9tnoiui  ^4bA  %be)  <ti»«p«.  >  8cfco»diq|r 
their  leader's  fmm^,  iiehdfiiladvtiie'enfr 
to^rs  (^tipo^iliio^  fnntlesa,  iBnd.gaiiMd>the 
moufl^iiis,  lkai€i}giBiistitt«6di«floiMtdtl^ 

able 
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iM^owi'^uidifehe^piwwrpYeM^  the  W 
loved  «Mi)A  /jta'ibii  ^bosomi'  iw»jteyf4 
doubly  dear  by  the  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships she  had  undergone,  and  by  that 
heroic  devotion,  when,  at  the  hazard  of 
her  own  life,  she  had  preserved  her 
lover  from  the  falchion  of  his  foe.  He 
felt  more  exquisite  delight  than  if  he 
had  grasped  the  sceptre  of  the  world, 
and  beheld  the  congregated  monarchs  of 
the  nations  paying  their  homage  at  the 
foot  of  his  thione. 

He  was  now  prepared  to  brave  the 
fiercest  fury  of  Amurath  and  his  venge- 
ful son.  While  fearing  for  the  safety 
of  his  betrothed  Zemyra,  the  madden- 
ing thought  of  what  fate  awaited  her 
' :  •  . ,  ^  "      frequently 
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lieqveiifly  lose  to  his  Imaginatioii,  JSise 
an  hcMTiUe  phantasm,  too  dreadful  to 
contemplate.  But  hlest  certainty  was 
HMr  his;  and  in  the  loTe-heamlng  eyes 
and  endearing  smiles  of  his  restwed  Ze^ 
myn,  he  rea^  the  assurance  of  the  pu- 
rest and  most  ferment  passkm  of  a  heart 
uttalteiably  and  exdusiTely  his  ^wtu 
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J  .' 


^^  Alte«dj  fcatUr'd  4>'er  (he  pla^ 
Reppooi^  comnaiidy  and  oososel  .vain^ 
IV  fi'%bt^<'  •quadxDDt  fled  amain, 
•Or  made  but  doubtful  sta^.?' 


While  Castriot  was  thus  successfully 
toixtending  against  the  colossal  power  qf 
the  Turkish  sultan  in  person,  his  great 
rival  in  military  glory,  the  renowned 
HuniadeSjt  was  chastising  the  insolence 
of  Amurath's  generals  tfi  the. frontiers 
of  Hungary.  ,,^ 

^n  the  interval  of  public  tranqqillity 
that  succeeded  to  the  stormy  season  of 

thi. 
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the  filial  battle  of  Wama  and  its  imme- 
diate consequences,  Huniades,  aided  by 
the  counsel  of  the  venerable  Lkdomir, 
displayed  the  most  splendid  talents,  as 
regent  of  Hungary,  and  acquired  for 
himself,  ad  a  stiiesii!aii;.a  degree  of  £ime 
little  inferior  to'Tiis  renown  as  a  warrior. 
By  his  wise  regulations  and  edicts,  con- 
tending <btftkms  "were  eondllated,  the 
authoitty  df -tlhe  CTOtvti  taaitrtained,  and 
the  hapjitnefes  of  tlie  people  pteserved. 
Occupied  in  tliese  peacefdl  avocations, 
and  blest  in  the  society  of  his  beloved 
'Jipottse  tmd  imiilingcffiSprmg,  'the^reafl- 


'ed- tfhidflkin  kp^pew^eh  sdftened 


lrito<he 


^to* 


*WieTpKaiTior\5**s^e^fel/t  ifr^scab- 
%&td/^vA  the  fbes  6f  JHang^y,  who 
were  accustomed  to  trembte  ibefore  Its 
terrible  flashing,  forgot  their  fears  in 
.  thdr'^ntidiyatiom  W  ^succesifdl  'rkpine 
-and  ittif esJ^ed  plunder;  ^at  ihef  tou- 

sed 
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mi  «  feloliiiKniR^  ^tam,  aiki  paid  dmrlf 
the  fane  ctf  tbenrteiiierft|rfaful.ptmam^ 
tdon. 

The  MiWm,  vacillatiiig  dei^oJl  of 
^ervia^  by  Tadoiks  iiitilgiies  nfadiexpe^ 
liiieiite.  jkt  ktigth  excited  .the  aai^tks  of 
9ulgaia  atol  Itoiitema  f o  ^oHeot  im 
tftay  finr  4be  pui^iose  of  sirrpi&ung  Bel- 


This  attempt,  which  was  rendered 
«bartiT«  by  the  Tafeur  mA  ^wndaM  of 
tine  gon^^rtior,  drew.  idoNm  {Lr^<»  the  per^ 
fi0traid^  ttie  vengeantb  fof  the  i?)^nt 
^  tiietbead  «^  iiis  Wakcbim  ito^li^ 
teifiifiakly  pbisstrated  to  the:iea|dtd<of 
•Sorida,  vsA  farought  the  dutslrd  tii» 
4ia>eh'  to  «ie  ifi>r  jpeace  ^m  Mb  «oirii  tenoas. 

Having  dmiised  thie  toatemptiMc 
4fe,  ire  iresdlved  to  puhi$h:the  genetafe 
fidf  .ikmusoth  for  tinir  mti^ous  iatteoi: 
IqMii  the  lAontte.  Witii  etaf^odtonted 
.)  force 
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tome  he  esrried  devastsction  into  Bn^^a- 
na,  and  waft  tnaking  rapid:  adyances  to 
Adrianople. 

Terrified  at  ihe  irresistible  power 
which  they  bad  dared  to  provoke,  the 
viziars  now  trembled  for  the  safety  ci 
.  the  metropolis,  and  dispatdied  ccmriers 
to  the  sultan,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
imminent  peril  that  threatened  the  seat 
of  his  empire. 
I  ....-''•', 
'  The^  messei^rs  arrived  at  the  camp 
just  as  the  !^irotchkf  retired  from  his 
4Buoce8sful  assault,  and  the  intelligence 
of  both  ^events  was  conveyed  to  Amu- 
rath  a(t  the>  saole  moment  The  auda- 
-city  of  C!astriot,i  and  the  successful  inva- 
Mm  bf  Huniades,  filled  his  l»:east  with 
rage  and  apprehension.  Excess  of  pas- 
m>n  seeilQied  to:  have  braced  his  .nerves 
with'  retuniing  health ;  and  after  vent- 
ing his  first  paroxysms  of  fury  upon  aU 
liis  attendants  and  officers  that  ventured 

to 
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to  approadi  him,  he  became  compara- 
tively cklm,  and  iiNsued  ordeips  *for  thfe 
army's  immediate  return  to  Adrianople.' 

Messengers  were  dispatched  to  Ma- 
komety  acquainting  him  with  the  cause 
o£  thii^  iudden  determination,  and  in- 
structing him  to  follow^  with  the  troopfs 
under- his  command,  wHh  all  possible 
expedition.  - 

The  fury  of  Amurath  was  mildness 
compared  to  the  whirlwind  of  passion 
that  a^tated  the  fierce  soul  of  Mahomet 
whim^  his  father^s  dispatcher  arrived.  He 
.heaped  the  liiost  -  dii^ful  curses  upoii 
Castriot  and  Huniades,  anId'6Wore  nevet 
to  forget  his  ethriity  to  these  hated  war* 
rior9,  whose  renown  eclipsed-  t&e  bright- 
est glories  of  lus '  own  and  litis  father^'s 
conquests.  He  hlalbph(^med  the  names 
x)f  Allah  and  Ms  prophet,  :^h6  failed  to 
erown .  the  fenns  W:  then*  vqtaries  vnth, 
success^  and  resolved  to  wreak  his  tenge^ 
■::'i    11  ance 
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the  war  Mg/aAi^stEfitat  bad,  ^teii  tifidec- 

'  The  eomimiMijsi  af  >^miira1]i  fot  the 
«peedy  depirturecff  his  troops wese  baB- 
ed  with. jay  by  tbe  Vffh^e,  )^i3«iy,  . .Tlie 
haiigh^y  jat>i9arie^»  who  b«d  beea  acem- 
.tomed  to.cQfiq^ei:  every  ^emy,- could 
ill  brook  the  repeated  defeata  tu^  wmut 
of  plunder  which  they  encountered  in 


3^cmtb^:iBproii}g'»  datwa^  Hie  atiB 
hrnn^Bse  npio^bers  of  tb^  boils  of  Ama- 
/ratb  apd  bif  furious.  soBiviere  in  lQ0tioit» 
m  *^w  burri^  .mtef^.towtads  tAdviao- 
.ople.  Like  itigiog  iiirohre«,  driven,  by 
.Ifae  fihepherds  tUmi  their  rescued  .prey^ 
the  TuiMsb  icMellaiaa  hastened  ifima 
iE4^s*-ir0m  AbatkiB^om  wbacbUMy 
M  biteiy  bad  exdlmi^  l^faied,  inVOie 
ibcm^ted  eacpectaHon  flf  ean|U6d:  and  tii- 

c     '  Sri^bt 
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"  ]ftright*(»ef!ie  morhiftg  sun  on  the 
day  of  joy  and  deliverance  to  Epims — 
the  day  of  disgrace  and  confusion  to 
fbe  Turks.  The  joyful  mteBigencewas 
quickly  spre^],  fotd  t%e  ^seited  camp, 
which  became  the  phihder  of  the  Epi- 
rots,  coiifirmcd'  the  tinhbpefl-fornews- 

While  the  emancipated  dtizens  a( 
Croia  satiated  themselves  with  the  spoil 
of  flie  Turkish  pkviHons,  ilie  governor 
and  his  brave  foHowters  had  joined  the 
standard  of  t?heir  heroic  pttntie,  who, 
colleding  hii  whole  force,  pursued  tfie 
flying  march  of  Amura^h,  and  amidst 
fbi  Woods  and  mountains,  the  deffiJei^ 
and  passes,  harassed' fife  artny,  and  kept 
the  host  in  constant  terror  and  sflarm. 

~  l^en  he  had  thus,  *as  it  ^ferfe;  driven 
his  formidable  enemy  across  the  frontier,' 
he  desisted  from  the  pursuit  in  the 
p!aink  of  Macedbtiia,  infd  ieturtedHo- 
waris  SFetigrade,  tes<fli^g^t6^a!!6if!p^^ 
^  •  self 
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sdf  neither  peace  nor  repose  whilst  a 
single  foe  remained  in  £pirus. 

.  The  whole  force  ctf  Castriofs  army 
was  now  emplpye^  against  Sfetigrade. 
He  completely  invested  the  city,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  forts, ^nd  other  works 
raised  hy  the  Turkish  sultan  when  he 
besieged  it   ;  x       . 

.  The  governor,,  with  df;termii|ed  oou- 
ra^  and  vigilance^  resisted  the  repeated 
attacks  of  his  perseveruig  enemy,  whose 
9|^roaches  to  the  walls  were  rapidly 
carried  on./  At  length,, after  fourteen 
days  spi^nt  in  inefiectual  attempts  by 
tlie  Epirots  to  stonn  the  strongly-forti- 
fied and  w^-guarded  battlements  of 
Sfetigrade,  the  prince  proposed  honour- 
able terms  of  .capiJ:]^lation;  to  the  be- 
sieged. '       . 

.  P^akiqg  ^sucpourjrom  his  sultan, 
th^:goygrn^9r^re£ydi)y  s^ccesded  to  the  pro- 
posals 5 
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posals;  and  the  sun  which  set  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  siege  gilded  with 
its  western  heams  the  standard  of  £pi- 
rus  on  the  walls  of  Sfetigradei 

Prince  Harney,  mm  reeoyered  from 
his  wounds,  commanded  the  escort 
which  was  appointed  to  give  the  garri- 
son safe  conduct  heyond  the  confines  of 
Epirus;  and  that  patriotic ehieftaiane- 
ver  experi^icedgreatertielight  than  he 
felt  in  beholding  the  kst  file  of  Turks 
cross  the  boundaiy-'stremn  wWdi  flowed 
between  the  country  of  Castriot  and  the 
dominions.of  Amuiath. 


^     :       F  CHAP. 
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:.;  :       ,  ..     •   * 
When  Castriot  lei;  hb  viDUOteiD  ciiof^ 
to  pursue  the  retreating  army  of  his  foes, 
he  confided  his  recovered  Zemyra  to  the 
care  of  Alexis. 

The  princess  saw  her  hero  depart  on 
his  triumphant  errand  with  the  opposite 
feelings  of  joy  and  fear.  But  joy  quick* 
ly  dissipated  every  doubt,  and  hope 
portrayed,  in  glowing  tints,  her  lover's 
^'l/.LJ  speedy 
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fipeecfy*  rttotiii  with-  aocnnmfadwd^  g^o- 

While  the«e(  pieasaig   ankicipalSani; 
gave  unusual  iustoe  to  Ztmyn^  speak- 
ing eyes,  an4  lestoreet  the:  beauteottr 
bloom  of  fortner  days  to  her  cheek,,  the? 
habitual  sadness  of  Alexis  seemed  in^ 
creased.    It  iwas^^-Jiia  miud^  hitiierto  oc^ 
cupied  in  the  duties:  of  wan  bad  been< 
less^  engrossed  by  the  ismmnbvance  of: 
hopeki^love;  but  now  tljiaitfae<  foes  o£ 
Bpiruji  and:  of  his  friend:  weze  flying  be-* 
f()rahis^  patriot  bai^s^'-^when  peace  andi 
security^  wepe  succeeding'  tD  bkx)ddbed) 
and  danger — ^when  friendship  no  longer 
demanded  hia  exertions;  lonie  tocdc  ^11 
pessession  of  hir  said,  and  Marciana.  aipv 
peared  te  his:  mind*8>  eye^  with  all  thei 
sormwing  loveliness  in  whidi  he  last  be« 
held  her,  at  their  sad,  thou^  sweetly- 
remembered  interview  in.  the  gardens  of 
Piolocxi, 

'UOL.  iiL  K  The 
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Thd.pneseQoe  of  Zeinyia  was  lik^  tbe 
banquet  of  Tantalus  to  Alexis.  A  strong 
resemblance  to  her  cousin  forcibly  re- 
minded him  of  tbe  lov^ness  from  which 
he  was  forever  separsited,  said  which  it 
would  be 'madness  to  hope  to  caU  his 
owii..  '  -.  •  . 
• .'  .     , ,   '  ■ ' '       i  *  ' 

With  a  sensation  of  relief  from  into- 
lerable oppres»oni  he  left  Zanyiia  in  the 
rtiaternal  embrace  of:  the  lady  Euphra- 
sia, who  with  joyful  tfeais  recdved  her 
on  the  palace  steps,  while  Alexis,  has- 
tily returning  the  greeting  of  Uracontes, 
disappeared'thipugh  the  lofty  portico. 

As.  he  was  not  again  seen  at  the  go- 
vernor's' palace,  Zpmyra  concluded  he 
had  followed  her  Ca^triot  in-  his  pursuit 
of  the  Tutkish  squadrond ;  and  it  gave 
her  delight  to  reflect  that  the  valiant 
air m  of  Alexis  .would  be  near  her  tvarrior- 
in  every  danger,  though  she  feared  little 
from  a  flying  enemy. 

.       The 
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,  The  day  preceding  that  on  which 
Sfetigr^de  once.  mcM-e  opened  its  gates  to 
its  beloved  monarch,  a  messenger  from 
Uracontes  entered  the  camp  of  Castriot* 
He  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  which  had 
bcjen  deliverefj  to  the  governor  by  an  Ita- 
lian monk.  The  prince,  ever  trembling 
for  his  soul's  dearest  treasure,  so,repea,t- 
edly  snatched  from  him,  eagerly  ques- 
tioned the  messenger  if  aught  had  be- 
feUen  his  beloved  princess  ?  but  he  was 
quickly  assured  of  her  health  and  safety. 
He  then  retired  to  his  tent,  to  peruse 
the  letter,  which,  to  his  great  astonish- 
ment, he  found  dated  from  Venice,  in 
the  characters,  and  with  the  subscription 
of  Alexis,  whom  he  thought  still  in  the 
governor's  palace  at  Croia. 

Alexis  b^an  by  excusing  his  abrupt 

departure  from  the  metropolis ;  but  the 

intielligence  which  he  had  received  from 

Venice,  by  the  agency   of  a  friendly 

^onk,  had  urged  him  to  an  immediate 

'..    .  ,     k2  journey 
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journey  to  tiiat  city;  He  hastened  to 
Durazzo,  and  yfith  firvowaBIe  breeze 
reached  Venice  on  the  ibuftfa'day.  Great 
and  melanchdy  changes  had  tad^en  place 
in  the  short  interral  of  his  absence  from 
that  city.  PuUic  rumottr  infonned  faint 
that  Fklo2:zi  had  been^  accused  by  secret 
enemies  of  embezzfing^  the  wealth  of  the 
states  by  privately  drawing  large  sums 
from  the  exclieqlien  But  though  he 
refuted  the  calumnies.of  his  fee^  he  did 
not  long  sunrire  the  imputation  of  dis-' 
honour :  he  died  in  the  sctms  of  his  af' 
flicted  daughter,  not  without  the  suspi- 
cion of  poiscm  having  been  administered 
to  him  by  his  physician. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  heartrending 
intelligence,  the  marchioness  di  Campo- 
riiio  hastened  to  console  and  protect  her 
orphan- niece.  The  interna^  troubles  of 
Italy  rendering  the  journey  by  hmd  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  the  marchioness  chose 
tether  to  return  to  Vaiic^  by  a  serf 

voyage. 
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VGy9gie.  But  j&te^adfUotcojnpletedits 
vengeance  on  the  hooae  of  Palozzi-f- 
.the  vessel  in  which  the  mwchioness  h«d 
embarked  at  L^bom  liad  scan?ely  en- 
tered the  Adriatic,  when  she  was  driven 
by  a  tre^neidous  .gale  upon  ihe  rocky 
.  chores  of  the  'Mor^eo,  and  amidst  the 
darkness  and  horrors  of  ,night  ^nd  tenci* 
pest,  w;as.lost,.awi  few  e$ca{)ed  to  rdate 
the  disastrous  fate  p^  the  unfortunate 
inarcbionessand  b^r  compamons. 

Intelligence  of  the  xndawhojy  cata- 
strophe was  communicated  to  the  forlorn 
QAd  afflicted  Marciana,  whq^  after  the 
jremains'of  her  revered  paxent  were  oo|i- 
.signed  to,the4»Qoib  pf  Ju9  ancestors,  had 
Telumed.tp  tbe  convent  of  the  order  of 
Mevc^.  This  ^new  stroke  ;of  ^afflicti<in 
^resiBed  too  heavily  upon  thp  b^u-t  of 
:khe  xnoumeTf  4i}ea%  deeply  .wpjwded 
by  her  recent  irreparable  lof».  Sihe 
drooped,  the  victim  of  despair;  and  the 
Tiolewoe  of  4i$Qa$e  having  dHvj^i  reason 
K  3  from 
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from  its  seat,  the  names  of  her  father, 
her  shipwrecked  aunt,  and  her  lov^d 
Alexis,  were  repeatedly  uttered  in  her 
incoherent  wanderings. 

^  An  affectionate  nun,  who  ministered 
to  her  wants,  and  watched  the  progress 
of  the  disorder,  sympathized  in  the  sor- 
rows of  the  gentle  sufiferer;  and  having 
heard  that  the  Alexis  so  fondly  named 
was  the  Epirot  ambassador,  she  dis- 
patched a  monk  to  Epirus,  with  an  ac- 
count of  Marciana's  illness. 

The  journey  of  the  friendly  monk 
had  been  retarded  by  various  difficulties, 
and  by  this  means  Al^is  was  spared 
the  pain  of  witnessing  the  sufferings  of 
his  beloved.  She  slowly  but  gradually 
recovered,  and  employed  the  first  mo- 
ments of  returning  health  to  visit  the 
tomb  of  her  father. 

Returning  firom  this  pious  duty,  she 

knelt 
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knelt  before  the  hallowed  ^cracifix  in  the 
chapel  of  the  convent,  and  offered  fer- 
vent aspirations  for  the  repose  of  the 
souls  of  her  revered'  departed  relatives. 
In  these  her  sincere  vespei^,  Alexis  was 
not  forgotten.  She  had  heard  of  the 
invasion  of  Epirus,  and  her  .-fency  pic- 
tured the  lord  of  her  affections  exposed 
to  the  dangers  of  the 'field. 

At  the  mention  of  his  name,  a  step 
behind  her  induced  her  to  raise  herself 
froai  her  kneeling  posture.  Could  the 
form  which  met  her  earnest  gaze  be  that 
of  her  loved  Alexis  ?— or  was  it  only  the 
visionary  picture  of  her  imagination? 
The  warm  embrace  convinced  her  that 
no  unieal  phantom  deceived  her  with 
the  mock^  of  bliss. 

Not  finding  her  at  the  convent-grate, 
he  had  sought ^his  beloved  where  the  be- 
nevolent nun  bad  directed  his  steps,  and 
thus  he  had  gained  the  sweet  assurance 
K  4  that 
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that  his  Mardana'B  ^ffettim  ^ivti?  alike 
unchanged  by  tiiiie  and>Gkmiiii8tteQes. 

Tfae  vi^ts  of  jVlasis  to  the  aoiiveat 

were  now  &e<{vi^iit.    T^  time  qpMt  in 

the  jparlour  of  the  order  seemed  his  taify 

•existence.   The  abbess  ht  first  seeltted  to 

.  smile  on  their  loves ;  but  wli^i»  on  Mer« 

ciana's  compkte^rec»very,«&e  consented 

to  unite  her  fate  with  that  of  her  loved 

JitfeiLis  bgr  the  most  Mhtxm  <of  all  en- 

^gagementa,  4he  abbesc^  foigelftil  4if  her 

:  obligations  to  itfae  liouse  ^af  Paio^zi,  hj 

,  ^wifkoee  tiifliK^aee  i^e  attataed  her  ^presefit 

mnk»  enrdcMKVoiifed  t&  ^ssuade  MantiaHa 

from  *he  ^intended  tinioBL 

.  Wb3e  the  ietieltjr  >{)aftt6iit'k3  neoovoy 
was  in  the  least  xmoMMn,  ^tixt^mapexibr 
cared  little  for  preventing  her  interviews 
t«vitfa.a^bv!eri  4)tttwheiiretittitihg^liealth 
was  visiUe  in  her  eountetiattoe,  ^ahe  .re- 
solved  to  use  her  riitmoA'^ndeawouis  to 
induoeibe  iioh)heiress  <£  the  wnsdth  of 

Palozzi 
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'BaIo2sifaTfd^  CampcHina  to'take  ihs  veil^ 

and  consecrate 'her  ^¥€ffldly  riekies  to  the 

service  of  the  church,  hy  endowing  the 

,  een  vf nti^f :€iar  l<ady  lof  -Mef cy.    When 

.  fpersuAsioii  ^ikited^  she  exerted  Ahe  autho^ 

^^y  .4>f  rher  ^ce,  and  refu^sed  Alexia 

tadnrittwoe'to-ttheicoi^veat^^parlour^ 

^The  dei^pahrHig  lovier  in  vain  tried. all 

.thatvthe  moBt  pathetic  letters  and  Imgot 

;^mmi«es.oould  -dSeot  to  induiee  the  ab« 

ih(96S  fta Alter  rher  vdetoraiinatioa'--»he  i^^ 

.  maiil^dQ»fl€»ib}e«  ^e  then^endeavoor^ 

.<€sd  itoaatereat -some  ^  tiie  noblea*  in  his 

.fymw^cMti  ^  #their  i»&i€M^  rconipel 

the  superior  to  restore  IVIarcianato  the 

liberty  erf  which  she  had  so  tyrannically 

^49prinred.her» 

SutJieFetdisappcHntment  awthed  him 
•*^4hpse  >who  %were'  seUcitous  of  his  ac^ 
c^taintance  ^fheniiiet^ppearaiSnit  Venice 
.in-^tlie^^ttiiity  pf^araha^^dco*  >af  <]^riv% 
aei^mcd'r tailing  £3ttA>U9n.  Alexis  of  By« 
K  S  zantium^ 
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zantium,  When  the  name  of  envoy  was 
was  no  longer  affixfed  to  it. 

Finding  his  hopes  crushed  in  the 
quarter  where  they  had  been  so  safe- 
guine,  the  despairing  lover,  as  his. last 
resource,  resolved  to  apply  to  Luigi 
Giaga,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  du- 
cal chair  on  the  death  of '  Palozzi. 
Though  the  hostility  of  Giaga  to  the 
hou^e  of  Palozzi  while  in  the  zenith  t)f 
its  prosperity  was  notorious,  he  hoped 
that  Luigi  would  not  pursue  the  declin- 
ing fortunes  of  his  enemy,  ly>counte- 
nancihg  the  oppression  of  k  defemceless 
'female.  '  .      f  .    /  - 

Having  formed  this  resolution,  be  wte 
among  the  earliest  attendantis  at  the  le- 
'vee  of  Giaga.  On  his  appearance  in 
the  anti-chamber,  he  drew  a  favbumble 
augury  from  the  strikingly  different  re- 
ception  he  encountered  froth  those  cour- 
tiers who  had  repelled  his' solicitations 

with 
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with  proud  contempt  on  the .  preceding 
day.    He  was  immediately  ushered  into 

•  the  presence  of  the  doge^  and  having 
preferred  his  suit,  was  assured  by  Giaga  . 
that  he  would  use  his  utmost  influence 

'  with  the  abbess  of  our  Lady  of  Mercy ; 
at  the  same  thne  exptessping  the  satis- 
faction he  should  at  all  times  febl  in 
serving' the  fnends  of  the  prince  of  Epi- 
rus.   He  then  proceeded  to  congratulate 

,  him  oh  the  success  of  his  masterls  amm, 
and  expreissed  his  earnest  desire  &)tthe 
continuance  of  the  amicable  alliance 
which  had  been  formed  between  lAe 
prince  and  his  predecessor. 

Alexis  now  perceived  to  what  cause 
to  attribute  his  success,  which  had  sur- 
passed his  most  ardent  hopes.  'Authen- 
tic  accounts  of  the  brilliant  termination 
of  the  Turkish  invasion  of  Epirus  in 
favour  of  its  heroic  defenders  had  at 
length  reached  Venice.  The  whole  soul 
of  Alexis^  sHice  his  arrival  in  the  city» 
K  6  had 
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to  no  rotber  Hud  he  ^oowaoBaameited  tbe 
apkittiidTMonafeS'ofth&ifnttidUaiid  Mne- 
reign. 

.Hie  VvAdtian  rooiiiBtMK,  aMteifieions 
<£  ihrn^thangeittriiie  4arhisMiof  filpiiMs, 
and  (in  daily  iOKpectntion  of  Aearing  of 
kft'  t6kal  omqueit  "by  aJkraiiDathr'had  temt- 

;une3^)e0ted  saocieas  ^  >£>ertriot  .noMd 
Jiis  frieittl'to>«n^eK«)ted  rfiitoh  in  ^tke 
opinion  i<tf  itbe  oootisdHois  tof  tGmffu 
That  ^ineb  (therefore  neriteiBGd  wmtaiy 
into  his  intevests,  ^ARd  raaerdtly  wiririi|g 
to  remove  the  last  representative  of  the 
falkn  Faloz^i  &cm  V^iuee,  hi^  person- 
<aUy  rdquiv^rthe^ibbess  to  fonM^d  4lie 
i4«fion^f  >lfmiiana>Aiid 'Al!eKi$t>y'^egiw|y 
efiQeam  withto ^  her  |)OM«r. 

Wdth  fm&^ed  ^-aittprite  lAie  rabfaass 
(i;eeei^v^  th^e  ]an¥f«Itome  ii|)UiU3lii«s» 
f^roin  'GiafgSL  ^ahe  /iMst'^of  all  lexj^ectod 

any 
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'itgard  'to.iMaKtaiMu    Bat  ^the  <tti}ieaek)r 

rasBuaiQd  mules  cevpcefiBed  her  randmoBs 
*o.4i6oede itohte-higibaeisls  ttsqufist ; mid 
;iMajpdaiiaHR«afitnin)edii4^rrdM8ed  £^Q{n 
her  cell,  towdadob  6he<iiad  bemooofined^ 
and  once  more  restored  to  her  enraptured 

'  ^W}tbHit^4Wri(^mi\g/Belfttaii(e#tOvwli0m 
<flhe  eouM.liMik  <{br  jproteetioq,  «iidr&)tl- 
iiqg4i($wlittle  A^p^ssiAnee  oould  h^i^M^d 
^tf^en  oqiQai  Ihe  sanctBrny-^f  ia  teaiHri^t^ 
.Ma]:eiana  dtv^s  at  ,4ei9@th'^Fejva»l^d  t^fiKpn 
by  her  lover  to  give  him  the  endearing 
title  of  husband,  and  thiis  constitute 
him  her  tenderest  guardian — ^lier  firmest 
protector. 

After  the  performance  of  the  sacred 
ceremony,   which  endowed  tjie  happy* 
Alexis  with  a  more  dearly- prized  trea- 
sure 
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sure  than  the  possession  of  the  .mines  of 
Golconda,  they  staid  no  longer  ia  V^ 
nice  than  the  arrangement  of  Marciana's 
aflSurs  rendered  necessary.  l*o  the  daugh- 
ter of  Pdozzi,  that,  queen  of  the  ooean 
had  lost  all  its  fascinating  charms — ^its 
attractions  were  all  entombed  in  the 
grave  of  her  revered  &ther. 

The  epistle  of  Alexis  to  his  fiiend 
furnished  him  with  a  sketch  of  the  fore^ 
gdng  particulars,  and  conduded  by  in- 
forming him  of  his  intention  of  ]|Mt>. 
cee^ing  with  his  bride  to  Epirus  by  easy 
land  journeys^  fearing  to  agitata  her  de- 
licate frame  by  hazarding  a  sea  voyage. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XIi; 


**•  The  war-fiend's  blofody  work  is  done/ 
f        *  •  The  foe '19  fled,  the  viotdry  woi»>- • 
•   The  day  of  triumph  is  tt^Qii^ 
Of^peace  aad  libiirt^/* 

Castriot  warmly  and  jo3rfuHy  sympa- 
thized in  the  happiness  of  his  adopted 
brother.  It  was  a  day  of  jubilee  for  all 
Epirus  :  Sfetigrade  having  surrendered, 
the  last  flock  of  vultures  that  so  long  had 
preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  the  oppressed 
country  was  driven  from  her  confines — 
the  triumph  of  courage,  perseverance,, 
^nd  patriotism,  was  complete. 

How  gloriously  different  were  the 

feelings 
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feelings  of  C^striot  at  the  condimon  of 
the  war,  from  those  which  distracted 
the  breast  of  the  recreant  duke  of  Alba^ 
nia!  The  fitvourite  of  Amuratb  kad 
rejected  all  the  honours  and  distinetimis 
of  the  Turkish -eoiirt:,  ^on  the  mstant 
that  he  discovered tbey^were  but  golden 
chains  to  link  him  to  the  car  c€  perfidy 
and  deiipotlsoi.  To  ayeoge  ,tbe  bkxxt 
of  his  brotbess,  itbe^wson^  {ofifaorfaouse^ 
and  the  oppraasioii  of  baa  ioaumtry,  he 
had  dared  to  ^ipfiosecbia -power,  strong 
in  right,  but  weak  in  numbers^  against 
4he,uDiuaiobeiied.bQsts'ofU.tysaut>4iv:h6s^ 
standard #f^i^ui^wi)&  thevSl;eei|ygrthFpf 
tbisaimtftdr. 

rBut ^oneass^  the, chosen  iidendjand 

%assQciate  ^f  the  rfatbcti:,  >at  ilie  .call  .of 

.  ainbitioQ  had  Jbas^^  deserted  thie.cau^ 

4>f  ihe.  son^.and  .to^^grat^fybls  .arrogaiit 

passions,,  would  l}ave.i/i(belm^.bQth43im 

and  Epirus  in  irrecoverable  destruction^ 

He 
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He  Jaaw  reaped  .his  j:;eward.  Jixas- 
perated  at  the  unsuccessful  and  disas- 
trous termination  of  the  war,  in  which 
Ihey  bad  anticipated  nothing  >but  glory 
and  ocmguest,  the  Mahometan  priaees 
Jbqgan  to  view  the  duke  «f  Albania 
mthtbe  distorted  eye  of  jeaiousjr,  and 
to  iflcipute  ^tbeir  misfortunes  to  bis  ^gen- 
fcy.  His  disgrace  was  quickly  pem^ved 
by  tiie  oQurtders ;  and»  to  fiofi^jdete  hi$ 
xuw,  they  suborned  bis  own  ODnfidc&t, 
.Basovi,  to  -aocase  bin  of  a  ^ecacet  car- 
irespondence  with  Castriot^nce>bisnar* 
xival  in  the  Turkish  camp. 

On  this  inteUigence  the  Gangpui^uupy 
JkLihomet  rresolved  on  4iis  eactcutkH^  Ji^nt 
odefemd^his  secret  pu^ose  ^tiU  Hioir  «r- 
.nval  dn  \AdEiaaople,  in  e^peotatian  oi 
gaining  some  >fiirt bar  inibriBatkBi  on  the 
subject.  This  delay  saved  the  life  of 
Mcflieses;  for  on  the  v«y .njigbt idf  the 
VBultan2s  ^oaavid  at  tiie  jaa^tij^dv^,  ike 

duke 
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duke  gained'  certain  intelligence  of  his 
approaching  fate. 

Aware  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
the  mutes  executed  the  commands  of 
their  master  by  the  fatal  bow-string, 
Moneses  consulted  his  safety  by  imme- 
diate flight  to  his  former  retreat  among 
the  dervises,  having  assumed  the  garb 
of  that  wandering  order.  Here  he  found 
all  as  he  had  left  it,  and  represented 
himself  as  just  returned  from  a  pilgrim- 
f^  to  Mecca. 

He  here  securely  abided  until  the 
seard)  which  Amutath  had  caused  to 
b6  made  for  him  was  past,  and  then  re- 
paired to  ^the  cave  of  Mount  Haemns, 
where  he  soon  collected  a  fresh  band  of 
more  desperate  characters.  * 

His  talents  for  lAilitary   enterprise 
made  him  dreaded  by  the  whole  neigh- 
bouring 
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homiiig  cduntryj  more  than  lie  ever 
had  been;  and  the  viceroy  of  Romania 
having  discovered  in  the  fierce  bandit  of 
Thrace  the  fugitive  duke  of  Albania^ 
marched  against  him  with  a  stirong  ftHrce^ 
and  having  possessed  himself  of  every 
avenue  to  the  cavern,  left  him  without 
the  hope  of  escape. 

Thus  pursued,  like  a  ferocious  beai^, 
to  his  den,  Moneses,  with  valour  wor- 
thy of  a  better  eause,  defended  himself 
t6  the  last  extrertiity,  till,  overpowered 
by  numb&ns,  he  fell  with  hiis  sabre  firmly 
grasped  in  hi«  hand,  imd'  gaised  by  bis 
bravery  in  his  death,  even  from^  the 
Turks,  that  respect  which  they  had 
iilWeifpaidhittiwIiJleafive-  l 

At  the  h^ad  of  his  victorious  patriots 
Cfitstriot  began  his  march  from  Sfeti- 
grade  'to  the.  metropolis;  •  Eveiy  step 
that  he  advanced  he  Was  met  by  joyful 
-groupes  of.  ;peas4nts,  ^  arrsr^ ed  in  ,  their 
>  -  '  >  festival 
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^praiee.  JQIoeau^g  girk  ^and  youths 
j6ta«wed  the  way  ivith  tbeir  rural  triWte 
of  flowers,  whila  the  ^ged  inyoked  bleis- 
.  k^  mi  "Hie  dc&ndi^r^  of  tbeir  hearths 
?iiad>tkeir  aUitfs. 

On  their  approach  to  Crotia^heinuni- 
b^rs  increased,  till  they  formed  an  ani- 
mati^d  ^i«te  for  ^tbe  j^smomg  hearoes. 
At  Omiwt  €if  tibe  hill  Mht  governor  md 
dMiigliefs  ^HPai^istatimAd^we^ve^beiii, 
mith  wdiem  fthe  «9fthMa8dP9$  frwa  the 
/tiel^lbtioittie^  irtil^i^  ^nd  tbe  iraUes  of 
?the  iriin|dmn»  w^lcvd.  thewe  ifoiigMtelit- 
lions. 

The  prioaeilaoked^iawiad  wiitfr^exitl- 
tation  of  heart,  but  the  lover  required  the 
;  ipreattoeof  Mie  adtfnsd  ;i4))if<A  fto  make 
;)^>h^{Miie9S,'pi0ifeet,  ana&dat  liheMieiie 
t^  tntim]ih  wid  (g)^^  iby  whk^  on  «U 
.fiBskis  he -was  ^sum»iinikd.    Kbr  idid  he 

circled 


d  by  Google 


iMCAKOBft;  3l«t 

cycled  bjr  ar  It^vely  bond  of  3n(mtliftil  ftu. 
males,  dt«ughters  of  tbe  noUSefS^iuid  war« 
liow  of  Ejnnifir 

Lightly  pressipg  a^  tmow^mhite'^  ptt^ 
frey,  she  seemed  to  his  airaptured  gase 
like  tbe  mild  majeBl^  of  fUU^i^^  Cyft- 
thia,  at  whose  appearance  the  stars  shine 
tritb  diminifl^d  lustre^  The-  wreath  of 
laurel  wit^  whieh  the  fair  hand  of  ^^ 
myra  docked  the  brows  of  her  victcoiouv 
hew,  was  mom  dleorly  prisi^  by  him 
than  the  richest  diadem  of  the  eaatem 
wwld. 

Tears  of  joy  increased  the  lustra  inf 
^emyra's  beauty,  as  she  shared  and  wit- 
nessed the  glory  of  her  lover.  Nob  on 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  througli 
the  blood  of  Ms  subjects,  had-  he  driven 
the'  car  of  triumph— no  groans  cfi  cs^ 
tives  were  drowned  by  the  hireling 
shout  of  a  mercenary  mob;  Itot  amidM 
the  beartftat  acclamatidiw  oP  a»  eman- 
cipated 
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ter  into  on  alUaace  vnth  him  in  BeKalft 
of  the  sultan. 

Castriot  readily  acceded  to  the  pro- 
'  posals^  hat  was-  not  tlmwiroff  his  guard 
by  these  amicable  professions;  he  still< 
preserved^  the  samercBseiplihe  in  his  ar- 
my,, and  leept  his  fbrtresses  in  the  same' 
posture  of  defence; 

Haring  secured^  his  kingdom  frem^f^e 
fear  of  these  his  most  dbeadedf  enemies, 
and  established  himsetf  upcm  the  throne 
of  his  fathers,  Mahoinet  brought  hi? 
long-projected  enterprise  to  perfection, 
by  the  overthrow  of  the  liist  yeetige-of 
Roman  dominion,  in  the  capture  of  Con- 
stantinople, and  the  slaughter  of  the  last 
of  the  Caesars. 

An  Europe  trembledr  at-  the  aggran- 
disement of  the  Tuiliisfa  empice,  bat 
beheld  with  admiration  Hie  suceessfiil 

resistance 
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resistance  of  a  small  kingdom,  whose 
soldiers  were  animated  by  the  spirit  of 
patriotism,  and  led  to  the  field  by  a  be- 
loved chief,  while  it  deplored  the  fall  of 
a  still-powerful  empire,  whose  sovereign 
was  weak  and  irresolute,  whose  coun- 
sellors were  traitors,  and  her  defenders 
foreign  mercenaries,  and  whose  coffers 
were  drained  in  enriching  arrogant  in- 
dividuals. The  mountains  of  Epirus 
were  stronger  ramparts  than  the  boast- 
ed walls  of  Constantine,  and  the  flame 
of  their  country's  love,  that  glowed 
in  the  breasts  of  the  Epirots,  proved 
more  destructive  to  their  enemies  than 
the  unquenchable  Greek  fire,  which  the 
•engines  of  Palaeologus  hurled  upon  the 
besiegers  of  his  capital. 

Castriot  had  now  reached  the  goal  of 

earthly  bliss.     Sovereign  of  a  brave  and 

warlike  people,  and  enthroned  in  their 

hearts — possessed  of  the  purest  domestic 

•happiness,  far  beyond  the  general  lot  of 

VOL.  III.  L  princes. 
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prince^  he  lived  beloved  by  his  subject^ 
respected  by  his  allies,  feared  by  his 
enemies,  and  esteemed  by  the  good  of 
every  oountry  who  venerated  the  pa- 
triotism which  had  been  so  nobly  dis- 
.  played  in  the  charact^  and  achievements 
i^  the  Hebo  of  Efibus. 


riNis. 
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